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“This may be my last message, from today Bangladesh is
independent. I call upon the people of Bangladesh, wherever you may
be and with whatever you have, to resist the army of occupation to
the last. Your fight must go on until the last soldier of the Pakistan
occupation army is expelled from the soil of Bangladesh and final
victory is achieved. Joy Bangla.”
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“If we begin to think of ourselves as Bangalis, Punjabis and Sindhis
first, and moslems and Pakistanis only incidentally, then Pakistan is

bound to disintegrate”
(The Magazine, 15 March, 1971)
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Oh Killer, what have you done

Md. Iftekharul Islam Shamim
Assistant Commissioner, Office of Deputy Commissioner, Naogaon

The bullet is fired
You think, that bullet can let him down?
How many bullets have you got?
Release them all
You come to do the heinous Killing
You think, bullet can pierce that 71-inch flesh?
No bullet can make a hole
A protagonist, a creator, a fearless leader
And you think, you can make him dead
Oh killer, what have you done?

You try to break down the Himalayas
But the Himalayas is still there, not a single rock is lost;
You try to wipe out the ocean
But the ocean is still there, not a single drop is lost;
He has a heart like the Himalayas
His paradigm is deep as the ocean
And you think, you can kill him with one bullet?

Oh killer, what have you done?

You carry the bullets and the tanks
You think, that can stop his thunderous voice?
Don't you hear that historical speech?
That ignites the spark in every living soul
Goosebumps; being readz to fight
Don't you cry?

And you think, you make us forget that voice?
You can never be vindicated; your temptation will cause bloodshed
But remember, an immortal can never be mortalized
Oh fool, can't you hear?

Every soul is crying
Oh killer, can't you see?

You bring the darkest night

I curse you and curse you
Curse you till I die
You will be cursed; you will be hated
No country, no identity; being a living dead
You repent for the countless nights
While your eyes rest, a voice will come
Oh killer, what have you done?
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Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman:
Architect of Economic Development of Bangladesh

Mohammad Mozaherul Hoque
Assistant Commissioner, Office of Deputy Commissioner, Bagerhat

“We want to transform this land of destruction and death into Shonar
Bangla (Golden Bengal), where the mothers in future will have smile on
their faces and the children will play merrily. We will build a society free of
exploitation. Make the task of nation-building a mass movement. Wherever
you work-be that in agricultural field or factories-you can contribute to
nation-building through your work. Let us unite and make a concerted effort

to rebuild our golden Bengal so that it can become a land of smiles. ”
--Address to the Nation by Bangabandhu, on first independence anniversary of Bangladesh?

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman who loved the people of Bangladesh
and strived for the freedom of them, especially for their economic freedom,
played the role of an unparalleled leader turning people toward an armed
struggle to liberate from the economic and political emancipation of the
mass people from exploitation and oppression and to make supreme sacrifice
to create a new state. His directives and words were unanimously accepted
as law by every person of Bangladesh immediately before and after the war
of liberation in 1971. He transformed himself from an ordinary worker of a
political party to a unanimous leader of millions of people possessing
outstanding organizational ability. Soon after the independence through a
bloody war sacrificing 3 million lives of the country, Bangabandhu started
working to build a war devastated country in line with people’s needs and
priorities. The article will discuss on different aspects of the philosophy of
economic and development thoughts and practices of inclusive development
of Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

Shonar Bangla (Golden Bangla): Retrieving the Past Glory of Bengal

Before the independence of Bangladesh, Bangabandhu used the term of
Shonar Bangla (Golden Bengal) for several times in writings and speeches
as well. He believed that Bengal was a region of treasure of riches in past
before the coming of invaders. This region was familiar to outsiders for its
geographic benefits, fertile land for agricultural production and river
connectivity across the region made the region cheap and eaSz to transport

1 Rahman, Dr. Atiur, Bangabandhu’s Economic Thought and Sustainable
Development of Bangladesh, The Daily Sun, (the article found at following link-
https://www.daily-sun.com/post/380387/Bangabandhu%E2%80%99s-Economic-
Thought-and-Sustainable-Development-of-Bangladesh retrieved dated on 24-10-
2021)
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in trade and passengers. Bangabnadhu was highly aware of the past glory of
the region and wanted to regain the lost glory of Bengal establishing an
independent country.

Bangabandhu, therefore, was a pragmatic politician about to upgrade the
livelihoods and living conditions of the people. He was committed to make
the dream of Shonar Bangla in reality putting a smile on the faces of the poor
and unhapPz people.

Election manifesto in 1970 election: The election manifesto of Awami
League in the historic election in 1970 was prepared on the ground of six
points of the party and the eleven points of student council. The manifesto
clearly illustrated to follow the socialist economic order on the purpose of
removing economic injustice, promoting economic growth and distributing
the fruits of such growth among all sections of the people and the different
regions of the country. The manifesto proposed several ways to achieve the
objectives as the following:

“...nationalization and the extension of the public sector by the development
of cooperative enterprises and by the evolution of new institutional
arrangements such as worker participation in the equity and management
of industrial enterprises.”

The manifesto also proposed agrarian reformation and suggested to
introduce massive programme for multipurpose cooperatives.?

Socialism as a mean to establish Shonar Bangla: In his published books
namely — The Unfinished Memoirs and The Prison Diaries-Bangabandhu
expressed that he got involved in the politics for two reasons, firstly to
liberate the peasants and workers from exploitation and secondly, to
eliminate inequality between the rich and the poor. However, Bangabandhu
realized that socialism was an effective instrument to achieve his objectives
and set goals. He was also intended to accept any sort of path which could
improve the socio-economic conditions of the people®. In The Unfinished
Memoirs, he rightly stated that:

“I myself am no communist, but I believe in socialism and not in capitalism.
I believe capital is a tool of the oppressor. As long as capitalism is the
mainspring of the economic order people all over the world will continue to
be oppressed.” *

2 How Bangabandhu appealed to people before the 1970 election, The Dhaka
Tribune (the article found at following link-
https://www.dhakatribune.com/opinion/special/2020/03/22/how-bangabandhu-
appealed-to-people-before-the-1970-election retrieved dated on 23-10-2021)

3 Sobhan, Rehman, Untranquil Recollections The Years of Fulfillment, Sage
Publication, India, 2016, PP- 250-260

4 Jahan, Dr. Rounag, The political philosophy of Bangabandhu, Centre for Policy
Dialogue, (the article found on following link- https://cpd.org.bd/the-political-
philosophy-of-bangabandhu-dr-rounag-jahan/ retrieved on 22-10-2021)
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Influenced by China Model on Socialism: Bangabandhu visited China in
1952 to attend a peace summit on the invitation of Chinese government.
Comparing the scenario of socio-economic progression of China,
Bangabandhu wrote his feeling on the aspects of Pakistan and China in the
following way:
“The big difference between us and them was that people in China knew and
were made to feel that the country and its resources were their own. On the
other hand, our people had begun to comprehend that the resources of the
nation were being enjoyed by a coterie while they themselves were getting
no share of them.”
--Amar Dekha Noya Chin (The New China as | saw), Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman

Getting embraced by the policy of Chinese government, he mentioned in his
previous book as followed-

“The communist government had confiscated the land owned by landlords
and had distributed it among all farmers. Thus, landless peasants had
become landowners. China now belonged to peasants and workers and the
class that used to dominate and explit had had their day... Everywhere we
could see new schools and colleges coming up. The government has taken
charge of education.”

New Guiding Principles: In 1972, the constitution of Bangladesh adopted
‘Democracy, Socialism, Bengali Nationalism, and Secularism’ as four
guiding principles of Bangladesh. Bangabandhu carefully identified his
thoughts on the principles of Democracy and Socialism along with
fundamental human rights and freedom of expression and thoughts and
secularism to proceed of embarking upon its development storyS. The
economic philosophy was followed by Bangabandhu after the independence
was on the basis of reality of peoples’ needs and expenditures. At that time,
Bangabandhu faced two types of problems to lead the economy. Firstly,
there was a shortage of a ‘managerial class’ to operate the state affairs.
Secondly, there was the absence of a capitalist class (then 22 families in
Pakistan controlled the economy stayed in Pakistan after the independence)
that could work with the state®. On the basis of the sense of realism, he
followed the context of mixed economy of three tier ownership that
mentioned at the article 13 of the constitution.

5 The Constitution of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh, Ministry of Law,
Justice and Parliament Affairs, 2016, p-04
6 Op cite, Rahman, Dr. Atiur.
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Mujib’s Economic Vision Translating into Policy in Independent
Bangladesh

Freedom fighters fought on the call of Bangabandhu to liberate the country
from Pakistan occupation army to bring the dream of economic equity for
every people in independent country. Bangabandhu faced many challenges
from economic to political and societal to cultural assuming the office of
Prime Minister coming at independent Bangladesh on 10 January 1972. He
took initiative to meet the challenges of experienced personnel to operate
state affairs and to fill the policy-making vacuum.

Establishing Financial Institutions: Bangabandhu set up immediately a
National Planning Commission to provide with the policy direction for
economic development in a newly liberated country and the central bank
named as Bangladesh Bank within two days of his return to Bangladesh. He
created a platform of several economists of the country as members of the
Planning Commission instructed them to make policy on socialist economic
ideology’.

Economic Policy Stated in the Constitution: In later of 1972, the
Constitution of Bangladesh was adopted by the members of constituent
assembly. The Constitution clearly stated four guiding principles (articles 8-
12) of the state along with some other fundamental principles of state policy
(articles 13-25). Significantly, the articles 13-19 clearly reflected the
ideology of socialist economic policy to promote exploitation-free socio-
economic Szstem and equality in the distribution of resources®.

Policy Formulation to Transform Mujib’s Economic Vision: Planning
Commission formulated policies to execute the economic vision and
directives of Bangabandhu in five areas®-

e Agrarian Reformation: Bangabandhu formed Land Reform
Committee in mid-1972 to prepare a policy for agrarian reform and
moderation. He introduced the policy of compulsory multipurpose
cooperatives along with political reformation named as BAKSAL.
He suggested for the collective cultivation of land and for
distributing the agro production on the basis of Tebagha principle
among landowners, farmers and state.

e Industrial Economy: The Pakistani commercial bourgeoisie as
owners, managers and technical experts who dominated industrial
economy in East Pakistan departed the region following the

7 Ibid, Rahman, Dr. Atiur

8 Op cite, The Constitution of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh, pp-4-6

9 Islam, Sayed Manzoorul, Bangabandhu’s Dream of Shonar Bangla anchored in
1972-1975, The Financial Express, (the article found at the following link-
https://thefinancialexpress.com.bd/mujib100/bangabandhus-dream-of-sonar-
bangla-anchored-in-1972-1975-1584425800 retrieved on 20-10-2021)
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independence of Bangladesh. So, a vacuum was created in private
sector in Bangladesh especially in manufacturing, international
trade, domestic commerce, financial Szstem and transportation
Szstem. In this situation, Bangabandhu decided to nationalize these
enterprises got idle without production recruiting administrators.
On the other hand, he appointed professionals as CEOs and
directors instead of bureaucratic officials at the nationalized
industrial and financial enterprises so that they can operate the
enterprises with autonomy making them as competitive
commercial enterprises.

First Five-Year Planning: Bangabandhu initiated a longer-term
vision for the economy named as Five-Year Planning (FYP) for the
country to fulfill his commitment of building an exploitation-free
and self-reliant economy on socialistic lines whereby poverty and
hunger would be eliminated. The FYP was drafted getting inspired
by the Constitution. The plan was designed to replicate the scenario
of economic thoughts of Bangabandhu within the limitations of
time and resources. The FYP was a great achievement of
Bangabadhu during his tenure.

Relationship with World Financial Institutions: Bangabandhu
was firm on his belief of not taking any aid from World Financial
Agencies as World Bank and IMF with any sort of conditionality
and not becoming aid dependent country at the cost of donors
imposing policy preferences. He guided the Planning Commission
to deal with independence in maintaining any economic relations
with World Financial Agencies.

Balanced Indo-Bangladesh Economic Relations: Bangabandhu
highly prioritized to keep a balanced and equitable type of relations
with India in different issues of bilateral affairs. From economic
perspectives, it was significantly seen that a trade policy accepted
to both countries facilitated to enhance and diversify Bangladesh’s
export capacity to India.

Concluding Remarks

Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman dreamt of
building Bangladesh as Shonar Bangla (Golden Bengal) without any sort of
political, economic, political and cultural discrimination and exploitation
and led the country toward an inclusive economy initiating newly
formulated agricultural and industrial policies. He transformed his socialist
economic policy following the independence of Bangladesh formulating
policies of nationalization of industries and reformation of agricultural
mode. The challenges generated after liberation war in the aspects of
economy were clearly identified in the ‘New Industrial Investment Policy,

MM



1974’ and ‘First Five-Year Plan’. The present significant economic growth
of Bangladesh is based on the legacy of economic policy and strategy
introduced by Bangabandhu who followed the context of mixed economy
for achieving the best interest of the country that’s why the Father of the
Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman is remembered as the
architect of the independence and economic development of Bangladesh.
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