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FOREWORD

Dr. Muin-ud-Din Ahmad Khan deserves our grateful thanks 
for editing the documents and papers under the title “ Selections 
f ro m 1 the Bengal Government Records on Wahhabi Trials” , 
which for the first time reveal in true colours the magnitude 
of the so-called Wahhabi Movement. This corpus of docu­
ments is a separate work from his thesis on the Fara’idi 
movement. Incidentally he is the second research scholar of 
the Department of History, University of Dacca, who earned 
a doctorate of philosophy after the birth of Pakistan. These 
documents now in print formed part of the material utilised in his 
doctorate dissertation. Their publicity will enable scholars to throw 
new light on the movement which might have escaped Dr. Khan’s 
attention or could not be accommodated in the short narrative 
of his thesis. The Wahhabi or Muhammadi Movement starting 
from a reformist cult was directed towards liberating the Panjab 
from the Sikhs whose relations with the Muslims in the past 
had been anything but pleasant. Apart from cowing down the 
Punjabi and North West Frontier Muslims by brute force, they 
had proscribed the open practice of their religion prohibited 
the azan, (the call to prayer) in most of the cities under their 
rule and had converted the mosques into barracks for soldiers 
or stables for the horses. The Wahhabis failed in their first 
objective after the defeat at Balakot in 1831. After the incorpora­
tion of the Panjab into the British dominions the Wahhabis 
carried their movement against the British rule and the papers 
presented here give us an idea as to the wide nature o f its 
ramification, the way organizations were set up for collecting 
funds, and the laborious methods adopted for transmitting funds 
and news, the secretive way of its working and also of the fact 
that the Bengali Muslims were in the forofront of this liberation 
movement and that they made more sacrifices than the people of 
other parts of India. I have strong hopes that these papers
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will serve a very useful purpose and enable the present genera­
tion of our people to form a fair idea of the sacrifices made 
by their forefathers. That though thay failed in their objective 
in their own generation and suffered instead death disgrace and 
deportation and detention they allowed the fruits o f their sacrifices 
to be enjoyed by their grand children and great grand children. 
The Wahhabis were pioneers of the movement which gave the Mus­
lims a separate living space in the Indo-Pakistani subcontinent. 
The facts revealed will belie the assertion often made in ignorance 
that the Bengalis are a race of cowards.

A. Halim
Prof. & Head of the D ep tl. of History 

15th October 1961 U^ ' f a£ s ®*°Ca
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INTRODUCTION

The documents presented in this volume are Judicial Procee­
dings 'o f the Governments of Bengal and Madras, which wer© 
drawn for the suppression of a holy war or jihad campaign against 
the British rule during the third quarter of the nineteenth century. 
The jihad campaign was carried on by the followers of a M uslim 
religious reform movement, namely Tariqah-i-Muhammadiyah, often 
abusively referred to as “ Indian W ahhabism” . These Proceedings, 
consist o f Police investigation, criminal proceedings, deposition of. 
the accused persons and witnesses, Secretarial note-sheets and 
policy statements of the government.

The whole corpus was lying at the Record Room of the 
East Pakistan Secretariat, scattered and unnoticed in different files 
and heaps of papers and was recovered by the present writer 
in course o f  a persistent search during the last three years. 
Some of the documents, being partially damaged, were read with 
considerable difficulty ; but fortunately these could be successfully 
reconstructed by collation and comparison, as duplicate or long  
quotations from them were available in other papers. AlT the docu­
ments were faithfully copied1 by hand with the kind permission o f 
the government and then carefully examined and edited before 
releasing fo r publication.

It may be noted that with a view to suppressing the jihad  
campaign, the British government had instituted extensive inquiries 
throughout Indo-Pak subcontinent from A. D. 1863 to 1870, which 
resulted in several State trials of the followers of Tariqah-i- 
Muhammadiyah generally known as the Wahhabi trials o f Ambala 
(A. D. 1864), of Patna (A. D. 1865) and of M aldah and Rajm ahal 
(A. D. 1870). The proceedings of the Ambala trial were published 
by the government in A. D. 1865, under the caption “ Selection*

1. The presen t w riter w ishes to  .acknow ledge w ith g ra titu d e , the constan t 
help  an d  assistance rendered  to  him  by M r. A. E . M . Sham sul H  aque,. 
the K eeper o f  R ecords, G overnm ent o f  E as t P ak is tan , w hile sifting  
these docum ents and copying them .



1 Wahhabi Trials o f 1863-1870

from the Records of the Government of Bengal, No. XL1I” . 
Two cases of Patna trial, namely that of Amir Khan and Hashmdad 
Khan came up for the hearing of appeal twice in the Calcutta 
High Court in A. D. 1870 and 1871 and the proceedings thereof 
■were published in two separate volumes1, which also included 
the original cases of the Patna trial. The proceedings o f the 
M aldah and Rajmahal trial, which were referred to by W. W. 

H unter in his The Indian Musalmans, were not published, which form 
the main part of this volume. In  this connection, the government 
-of Bengal had also instituted inquiries in several districts of 
Bengal and in Patna, Delhi, Panjab and Madras, which revealed 
an all Indo-Pak ring of the Jihad campaign in which the Muslims 
-of Bengal and Bihar took prominent part. The proceedings of these 
inquiries, which give us a deeper insight into the nature and 
progress of the Jihad campaign from A.D. 1865 to 1870, form an im­
portant portion of this volume. Besides, a good number of proceed­
ings relating to the life of Amir Khan and that of his daughter and 
.grandsons have been offered here dating from A. D. 1869 to 1908, 
which are not available in the two volumes referred to  above. Thus, 
the present volume is intended to be supplementary and comple­
mentary to the above-mentioned three published volumes, ra th e r ' 
than an independent presentation.

Jihad Campaign

The gradual decay and disintegration of the Mughal empire 
-of Delhi during the eighteenth and the nineteenth centuries and 
the corresponding loss of M uslim  hegemony had drawn the 
Muslims o f lndo-Pakistan sub-continent into various social, 
economic and religious crises. Muslim leaders o f the time tried 
to overcome these crises by re-asserting the true spirit of Islam 
and by introducing socio-religious reform into the society. The 
campaign for Jihad or holy war, which became a prominent fea­
ture in the nineteenth century was a political outburst of one

1. r(0  P a m p h le t  o n  I n d ia ,  the  G r e a t  W a h h a b i C a s e , b e in g  a  f u l l  r e p o r t  o f  th e  P ro c e e d in g s  in  

th e  m a t te rs  o f  A m e e r  K h a n  a n d  H a s h m d a d  K h a n .  C a lc u tta , A .  D . 1870.
( i i)  L e w is  A . M end es : R e p o r t  o n  th e  P ro c e e d in g s  in  th e  M a t t e r s  o f  A m e e r  K h a n  a n d  

H a s h m d a d  K h a n ,  p a rt  IF . C a lc u t ta ,  A .  D .  1871.
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such reform trend started by Sayyid Ahmad Shahid and Shah; 
Jsmail Shahid at Delhi about A. D. 1518.

Coming from the reform trend of Shah Wali Allah of 
Delhi ( A. D. 1703-1762 ), Sayyid Ahmad and Shah Ismail re­
asserted the necessity of following the path shown by the Prophet 
and of purging the Muslim society of un-Islamic ‘ customs and 
practices. Hence, they called their movement Tariqah-i-Muham- 
madiyah 1 or the path o f Muhammad and called themselves an<f 
their followers “Muhammadi” . Some of their opponents, espe­
cially the government officials, designated their reform move­
ment as “ Wahhabism” or “ Indian Wahhabism” by way o f  
reproach.

From A. D. 1818 to 1824, Sayyid Ahmad and Shah Ismaif 
toured extensively. In 1818 and 1819 they went through im­
portant towns of Northern India; in 1820 and 1822 they visi­
ted Patna and Calcutta (Eastern India); in 1822-23, they made- 
a pilgrimage to Makkah accompanied by hundreds of disciples; 
in 1823, on their way back, they visited Bombay and in- 1824: 
they made their appearance in the North-West Frontier. Under: 
the peculiar socio-political circumstances which existed at that 
time, the preachings of their religious reform made tremen­
dous appeal to all strata o f the Muslim society and millions- 
of people flocked around them.

Scholars believe that the Tariqah-i-Muhammadiyah move­
ment entertained a desire from the time of its inception to  
rescue the Muslims of the Punjab and North-West Frontier from 
the domination of the Sikhs. The rise of the Sikhs in tl?& 
Punjab under the leadership of Ranjit Singh from the close of 
the eighteenth century had alarmed the enlightened section o f  
the Muslims as it is seen in some of the letters o f Shah 
Abdul Aziz Muhaddith Dihlavi. But on account of the weak­
ness of the imperial power of Delhi, no attempt could be made, 
to check its growth till Ranjit Singh extended his sovereign;

1, This p o in t has been carefu lly  exam ined and  elabora te ly  Hlealt with, by 
the present w riter on the basis  o f  docum entary  evidences in  his thesis, 
“ A  H istory  of1 th e  Fa 'ra’id i • M ovem ent in  B engal,”  subm itted  to. tha- 

. D acca .U niversity .fo r th e  degree of Ph. D . i a  1960. -■
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sway up to the borders of Afghanistan. From 1’816 onwards 
news and tales of persecution of the Muslims by the Sikhs, 
especially relating to their abduction of Muslim females, began 
to flow in torrents to other parts of the sub-continent. In A.D. 
1824, when Sayyid Ahmad and Shah Ismail arrived at the tri­
bal areas of the North-West Frontier, the situation in the Punjab 
appeared so appalling to them that the Sayyid deemed it fit to 
declare Jihad or holy war against the Sikh ruler. Henceforth, the 
doctrine of Jihad became an integral part of the reform programme 
o f  Tariqah-i-Muhammadiyah movement.

From A. D. 1826 to 1831’, about nine major campaigns were 
led by Sayyid Ahmad Shahid and Ismail Shahid against the Sikh 
forces. In May, 1831, they were surprised by a strong Sikh detach­
ment at Balakot and in the battle that followed Sayyid Ahmad and 
Shah Ismail were killed along with about six hundred trusted follo­
wers. The death of the two leaders did not, however,'bring th& Jihad 
campaign to an end : rather the incident intensified the feelings 
among the Muslims of this sub-continent with regard to the 
necessity of its continuation and under the able leadership of 
their chief successors, Mawlawi Wilayat Ali and Mawlawi Inayat 
Ali of Patna, the Tariqah-i-Muhammadiyah movement succeeded, 
according to W. W. Hunter, in bringing about “ one of the 
greatest religious revivals” in this-sub-continent. On the basis of 
^overnmeno documents and Police reports, Hunter further says 
that Mawlawi Wilayat Ali and Mawlawi Inayat Ali went through 
Bengal and southern India and that, their minor emissaries 
were innumerable, who covered the length and breadth of Indo- 
Pakistan sub-continent. A skilful organisation enabled the leaders 
and their emissaries to settle anywhere they thought worth-while. 
In this process, almost all important districts had a permanent 
preacher “ whose zeal was sharpened from time to time by 
visits -of the itinerant missionaries and whose influence was 
consolidated and rendered permanent by the central propaganda 
centre at Patna.” The continuous campaign for the holy, war 
against the Sikhs of the Punjab brought the doctrine of jih a l  
to  great prominence, which even over-shadowed othsr aspects 
o f the reform programme, and from about A. D, 1852, i.e., a fter
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the occupation of the Punjab by the British, the movement 
came increasingly into conflict with the British administration, 
which had led to several State trials of the followers of the 
Tariqah-i-Muhammadiyah movement, namely, (i) the Ambala trial 
o f  1864, Patna trial of 1865, Maldah Trial of 1870 and Rajmahal 
Trial of 1870.

Thus, the jihad campaign of Sayyid Ahmad Shahid was direc: 
ted against the Sikh regime of the Panjab. Even later on, when 
his followers came into conflict with the British, the venue of the 
operation of jihad remained the same, namely the Panjab and 
the North-West Frontier inculuding Baluchistan.

Police Investigation

All the papers relating to the Police investigation could not 
"be recovered as many of the Judicial Proceedings of the govern­
ment of Bengal were not available in East Pakistan. The Judicial 
Proceedings of the Madras government, of A. D. 1869, which have 
been preserved in the East Pakistan Secretariat, however, contain 
copies and abstracts of a bulk of Police reports o f the Bengal 
government. These along with other Police reports recovered from 
Bengal files give us more or less a related account and a compre­
hensive idea about the methodology and results of extensive Police 
investigation throughout Indo-Pak subcontinent. The Police rep­
orts being tagged with other proceedings, it was not found feasible 
to  put all of them separately in one chapter. The bulk of them 
would be found in Chapter I, and the rest, here and there in 
other chapters.

Evidences gathered at the Ambala trial of 1864 and Patna 
trial of 1865, had already indicated a link of Bengal with the 
jihad  campaign at the North-West Frontier. About A. D . 1867-
1868, it was brought to the notice of the Lieutenant-Governor 
o f  Bengal that “ an active movement o f some kind was taking 
place among the Mahomedans of the Wahabee Sect in several 
districts of the Lower Provinces” . An extensive investigation was, 
therefore, ordered to the Intelligence Branch of the Bengal Police. 1

3. See Doc. No. 4.
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These investigations were carried out by J. H . Reily, Deputy 
Inspector-General of Police in the Special Branch, with the help of 
Ishwari Prasad, a Deputy Magistrate on deputation and Nabakisto 
Ghosh, an Inspector of Police.

In course of the Police investigation at Maldah and Rajmahal, 
it appeared that Patna was the link between Bengal and the 
North-West Frontier. Accordingly Mr. Reily and Ishwari Prasad 
proceeded to Patna where they came to know that “ the money 
collected for Jihad from the east was received by one Mubarak 
Ali, and by him made over to one Khurshid Ali who sent it to 
the Hindustanis on to the frontier”.1 These clues were doggedly 
followed up to Benares and Delhi and evidence gathered from 
various letters, account books and depositions of the suspects 
showed that the messengers or qasid, employed by the campaig­
ners of Jihad, were running regularly back and forth from Delhi 
to the Frontier with messages and letters, who also, carried 
“ gold mohurs in belts or bags tied round their waists” . They 
took the money to  Rawalpindi and thence it was “ conveyed 
beyond the frontier by the Khatrees”.2 Among those who were 
active beyond the frontier one Feroze Shah, a prince of Delhi 
royal family, was found to  be taking a prominent part in the 
Jihad campaign.3

Ishwari prasad also recovered several letters of Muhammad 
Zafar (who was convicted in the Ambala trial) sent from Andam­
ans, from the possession o f one Mawlawi Nazir Husain o f Delhi, 
which throw light on the mode of life of the prisoners there. 
They also show that Muhammad Zafar4 had secured an honour­
able place in the society of the islands.

Clues were again followed up to Bihar and Bengal, and 
-extensive investigations were carried out in several districts of both 
the provinces. Some of the papers relating to this phase of the 

.investigation are present in the Judicial Proceedings of Madras*

1. See Doc. N o.6
2. Ibid.
3. Ibid. js e e  also  D oc. N o. 11.
4. F or details See W. W. H un ter : The Indian Musalmans, p . 87f.
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in Section “ A” of Chapter I, and th& rest, which were recovered 
frbm the. Judicial Proceedings o f Bengal, have been offered in other 
sections of .the same Chapter, as well as in the Proceedings o f 
the M aldah case in Chapter III. ,

Requested by the government of Bengal, the government of 
M adras also carried out investigation with regard to the nature 
and extent of so-called Wahabee movement in that presidency. 
These inquiries, however, concerned mostly with the Wahabee infil­
tration into the native military forces, as will be seen in the later 
portion o f the Madras proceedings in Section “A” of Chapter I.

Chapter I, Section B, consists of papers relating to investiga­
tion in several districts of Bengal, (other then-Maldah), and Delhi, 
Punjab and the North-West Frontier Province, which are recovered 
ftom the files of the Judicial Proceedings of Bengal Government. 
In this, papers relating to Izdah Bux, brother o f Feroze Shah, 
may be read along with detailed account about him in Section 
^ A ” of the same chapter. In other papers, the activities of the 
Bengalis in respect of Jihad campaign will be seen widely spread 
throughout the subcontinent.

Papers Relating to Patna .,

A number of interesting papers, relating to the Muslims f of 
Patna and other parts of Bihar, which have been recovered from 
the Judicial Proceedings of the Government of Bengal, are 'offered 
in Chapter II. Some of these papers, dated from A. D. 1865 
to 1884, deal mostly with the properties of the Wahabee convicts 
in the Ambala and Patna trials, which were confiscated by the1 
.government; and some others deal with the later conditions of 
these Wahabee prisoners, as well as with regard to the release of 
some o f them.

Maldah and Rajmahal Cases
Judicial proceedings with regard to cases o f active parti­

cipation in the Jihad campaign by the Muslims o f Maldah and 
Rajmahal have been found in great abundance, giving us a compre­
hensive idea of the nature and extent of Jihad campaign in Behgal,
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which have been offered in Chapter III. These papers show that 
the Jihad campaign had become wide-spread throughout Bengal, 
especially in those districts which were traversed by the rivers 
Ganges and Bhagirathi, namely, the districts of Dinajpur, Maldah, 
Rajshahi, Murshidabad, Nadiya (including the present Kushtia 
district of East Pakistan), Burdwan, Jessore, Calcutta and 24 
Parganahs. In these districts a net-work o f compact organisa­
tion had sprang up which recruited fighters and collected subs­
cription for (he Jihad in the North-W est Frontier.

Three pamphlets published about 1863 from Dhaka show 
that the influences of the movement had also swept over Eastern 
Bengal. These works (which were proscribed by the Govern­
m ent and the abstracts of which are available in the Police 
reports) are (i) Tusser Moradiya (probably Tafsir al-Muradiyah, i.e., 
an ideal exposition of the holy Qur’an), (ii) a collection of Fatwa 
o r legal decision on waging Jihad or holy war and (iii) Tutwa 
(probably Tatva or subtle points). The first was written in U rdu 
and the last two in Bengali verse. I t  is evident from the 
abstract of these works that they described the tragic circums­
tances under which Sayyid Ahmad Shahid and Ismail Shahid 
were killed, bewailed the then sorrowful plight of the Muslims 
and expressed the hope that their condition would improve 
by the grace of God. Jihad was deemed obligatory (farz) on 
every Muslim. The British regime in this sub-continent was 
regarded Dar-ul-Harb or the abode of w ar . 1

The investigation at Maldah and Rajmahal revealed that 
Mawlawi Amir al-D in and Nazir Sardar were the ringleaders 
and there was a set of persons who were subordinated to and 
assisted the two above leaders in collecting subscription and 
another set of persons who assisted them in recruiting volun­
teers for jihad. The volunteers were called Mujahid or the wa­
gers of holy war.2

On further investigation, it was found that Ibrahim Man- 
dal of Islampur in the district of M aldah, was the zonal lea­
der over a vast area. He resided near the Rajmahal Railway

1. See D oc. No. 120
2. libd. For detail referencessee thier names in the Index.
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Station and guided the activities of the local leaders including 
Mawlawi Amir al-Din and Nazir Sardar. Maulawi Ibrahim o f 
Mymensingh district, a theologian and a skilful disputer, was a lso  
found to have visited Maldah occasionally. He gave public lec­
tures and exhorted the people to join the Jihad campaign and to- 
contribute generously to the Jihad fund. 1

The System of Organisation

On the basis of Government documents Hunter testifies that 
Mawlawi Amir al-Din’s system of organisation was “ simple and 
complete.” He grouped together the villages into “fiscal clusters” 
and to each cluster he appointed a chief tax-gatherer, who, in his 
turn, appointed a “ village collector.’V  As a rule, each village h a d ’ 
one tax collector. In a cluster of villages or in a large village- 
several agents were appointed :'/one Din-ke-Sardar or religious lead- 
er, one Dunya-ke-Sardar or th t leader o f worldly affairs and a third 
Dak-ke-Sardar or the master of the posts. The special duty of the- 
Dak-ke-Sardar was to control the messengers carrying secret letter® 
and other materials in between the headquarters and local agencies. 
These office-bearers formed a staff and kept the people in touch 
with all new developments of the jihad  movement throughout 
Indo-Pakistan sub-continent.2

About A. D. 1868, Mawlawi Amir al-Din invited a son of the- 
Patna Khalifah (probably Mawlawi Abd Allah, son of Mawlawi Wil­
ayat Ali), in order to help him in revitalising the slackening zeal o f  
the people. At that time, his jurisdiction was extended over three 
separate districts, i.e., over the whole of Maldah district and parts 
of the districts of Murshidabad and Rajshahi. As Maulawi Amfr 
al-Din and the son of Patna Khalifah journeyed down the Ganges,, 
“ the ignorant peasantry on both the banks,” says Hunter, owed, 
allegiance to them .3

1. See D oc. N o. 129 el seq.
2. See W. W. H unter ; The Indian Musalmans, L ondon , 1872, p. 8 If.
3. Ibid.

2—
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Recruitment of Volunteers

The volunteers or Mujahids were usually recruited by the 
.Dmya-ke-Sardar and were sent to  Ibrahim Mandal who lived near 
th e  Railway Station Of R ajm ahal.1 The latter, in his turn, sent 
them  to central propaganda office at Patna. The recruits were 
closely examined by the trainers a t Patna and those who displayed 
.aptitude for religious propaganda were separated from the rest, 
-and sent to religious seminaries at Patna or Delhi. The rest 
'were sent, after necessary training in language, to  Sittana and 
Mulka in the North-W est Frontier for fighting.

Mawlawi Abd Allah, son o f Mawlawi Wilayat Ali was one 
o f  the military leaders in the Frontier camps. The deposition 
-of 47 persons before the Court in the M aldah Trial of 1870, 
revealed that the Bengali recruits were put under his command, 
especially for training in the a rt o f fighting, and that, at one 
time there were 900 Bengali recruits under him a t Sittana. The 
depositions further revealed tha t most of the above-mentioned 
-persons, at one time or another, had actually gone to Sittana 
and Mulka and participated in the fight against the British. 
The Bengali recruits were despatched to the North-West Frontier 
through several stages, the m ajor stations being Patna, Lahore and 
Rawalpindi. At each stage they were cordially received by co- 
workers and every assistance was rendered to them .2

The exact number of the Bengali Muslims who participated 
in.the jihad  at the Frontier against the British, could not be 
ascertained. On one occasion, according to Hunter, 430 fighting 
men were found in one particular outpost who were sent by 
Mawjawi Amir al-Din from M aldah and who formed 10 per-, 
•cent of the total strenght.*

Collection of Taxes

Police investigation with regard to the mode o f the collec­
tion  of taxes and contribution was somewhat unsuccessful.. I t.

1. See D oc. N o. 129. ; see also o th er references to Ib rah im  M andal in  Ihdex^
2. See D o c . N o. 129, D eposition  vi f.

3 .  See W. W. H u n te r ; The Indian Musalmans, op. cit.. p. 81.
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was, however, evident from the nreagre data collected by them 
from 1867 to 1870, that the collections were made under four 
heads, 'viz., Zakat (poor-tax), Fit rah (poor-tax for the occasion 
of Id-al-Fitr), Ilahi (contribution in the path of God) and M ust!
(a handful of rice for community purposes) being a time-honoured 
practice of self-help. The collections were made both in cash, 
and in kinds, and deposited in the local mosques. The proceeds- 
were then sent to the regional leaders who appropriated certain 
portion thereof for helping the families and dependents of th& 
Mujahids and the rest was transm itted to the Frontier Camps, 
through Patna, Lahore and Rawalpindi. The Police investigations' 
clearly showed that regular collections were made from a wide- 
area of M aldah for eight years without break. One of the seized 
documents revealed further that the pe'ople o f the district of Bogra 
sent, on one occasion, a sum of Rs. 3,000 to the Frontier C am p .v^  
Although the Police was unable to ascertain whether all th s  
proceeds reached the intended destination, unmistakable evidence 
was found showing successful transmission of money to the Panjab- 
at least on one occasion.1

Papers Relating to Aniir Khan.

Papers relating to Amir Khan are given in Chapter IV. 
These also include an important note giving the names of the 
suspects in connection with the jihad  campaign and the places o f  
their detention.

It will be seen in these papers that Amir Khan was a big hide 
merchant and a man of great respectability. Though originally aa 
inhabitant of Bihar, he'had tong settled a t No. 11 Colootola Street, 
in the city of Calcutta, from where he was carrying on “ extensive 
business with many of the leading British merchants.” He also had 
business establishments at Bhagalpur, Terbool, Muzaffarpur and 
Patna.2

Being suspected o f having connections with the campaigners- 
of Jihad or the so-called Indian Wahhabis, he was arrested by th&

1. See C hap te r H I. -
2. See Doc. N o. 160 and enclosures.
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Policeoh the 10th July, 1869, when he was 75 years o f age and 
was at once remove to the Gaya Jail, where he was put under deten­
tion in accordance with the provisions of Bengal Regulation III of 
A .  D. 1818. He was, however, taken back to Calcutta shortly after­
wards and put into the Alipur Jail on the intervention of a power­
ful Englishman. 1

He was tried  by the Sessions Jugde of Patna in A. D. rj 871, 
for the offence of waging war against the state under section 121' of 
the Indin penal Code and was found guilty on the 17th July and 
sentenced to transportation for life. Following his conviction a con­
siderable amount of immovable property belonging to him in var­
ious districts of Bihar and in Calcutta (including his residence at 
•Colootola) was confiscated and sold by the Governmet on auction. 
This amounted to a sum of Rs. 23,837. It is interesting to note that 
with this sum a Reformatory for juvenile offenders was established 
■somewhere near Calcutta. His movable properties were, however, 
-allowed to remain under the control and a t the disposal of 
this relations.

Amir Khan had only one daughter, named Bibi Zebunnesa; 
and on her presenting a mercy petition to the Viccroy in A. D. 1877, 
Amir Khan was pardoned and was released in the same year on the 
-4th November. After his release, Amir Khan is said to have regained 
his former status in the society but died about a year later on the 
•9th November, 1878.

Probably, owing to a feeling of some injustice being done 
to Amir Khan, the government treated his descendants with great 
“kindness. Bibi Zebunnesa died in A. D. 1882, leaving behind two 
sons and six daughters and the expenses o f the education of her 
«ons and that o f the marriages of her daughters were provided 
hy the government. The goverment had also granted life-pensions 
to  the husband and the sons of Bibi Zebunnesa.2

t
1. See D oc. N o . 154. 
;2. See Doc. N o. 175.



Abstract of the Documents1

, No. 1.
Government of Bengal forwards to the Government of Madras 

le tte r  of instruction for a careful investigation into the nature 
and extent of Wahhabi movement in Madras and its possible 
link with Bengal on the 27th July, 1869. See No. 2.

No. 2.
Mr. Reily, the Deputy Inspector-General of Bengal police 

(Detective Branch) suggests the advisability of conducting inquiry 
to detect any link that may have existed among the various 
Wahhabi movements in Bengal, Bombay and M adras, which was 
forwarded to the Government of Bengal on the 28th May, 1869. 
See also No. 1.

No. 3.
In reply to No. 2, the approval of Government o f  Bengal 

to the proposal is forwarded and the Inspector-General of Bengal 
Police is instructed to get into communication with his counter­
parts in Bombay and Madras on the 3rd June, 1869.

No. 4.
The Government of Bengal inform the Government o f India 

as regards the active movements of the Wahhabis in Bengal and the 
steps taken by the Government of Bengal to counter them and seek 
approval of the Governor-General in Council to detain their Leaders 
on the 10th November, 1869.

1 . I t  may be noted th a t the D ocum ents from  N o.,1  to  N o. 50, w hich cover the 
Section A, o f  C hap ter .1, are rep roduction  o f  the proceedings o f  th e  G overn­
m en t o f M adras as p rin ted  by the G overnm ent for official use. Among 
them No. 4 , is the latest one and all o thers being arranged as enclosures 
to  this and  to  N o. I, tho se  th a t follow  them  are  o f ea rlie r dates. The 
arrangem ent w hich was m ade in  their p rin tin g  by the G overnm en t is 
a  com pact one having cross references here  and- there  in  the tex t o f  the 
docum ents. I t  .was no t, therefore, deem ed advisable to  re-arrange them  in  
accordance with th e ir  d a te s . They are; rep roduced  in the order they  are  
foun d.
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No. 5.
In reply to No. 4, the Government of India call for the latest 

information on the subject and also invite opinion of the Lt. Gove­
rnor of Bengal in respect of necessity to amend the provssions o f  
Detention Act in cannection with suppressing the Wahhabi move­
ment. Dated, the 24th. M arch, 1869.

No. 6.
Second report of the Government of Bengal to the Govern­

ment of India on the Wahhabi movement, dated the 22nd April, 
1869. See also No. 4.

No. 7.
Mr. Reily’s forwarding letter to his report on the Wahhabi 

movement, sent to Inspector-General of Bengal Police from Mon- 
ghyr on the 20th Febraury, 1869. See No. 8.

No. 8.
Report of Mr. Reily cited in No. 7, dated Delhi, J 3th 

February, 1869, which contains Baboo Ishawri Prasad’s finding at 
Delhi regarding the Wahhabi movement there and its link with 
Bengal and North-West Frontier.

No. 9.
The Govarnment of Bengal informs the Inspector-General o f 

Bengal Police that as suggested by him ( in No. 7 ) the Government 
of the Punjab was requested to issue detention orders for certain 
Wahhabi leaders. Dated the 24th Febraury, 1869.

No. 10.
Letter of the Govenrment Of Bengal to the Govern­

ment of the Punjab referred to in No. 9, dated the 24th February, 
1869.

No. ir.
Memorandum of the Inspector-General o f Police in conti­

nuation to No* 7, containing the deposition o f Wahhabi leaders 
'taken at Delhi, submitted'to’ the Government of Bengal on the 
1st March, 1869. „ -
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No. 12.
Inspector-General of Bengal Police forwards the report of 

Mr. Reily to the Government on the 27th February, 1869 (see 
N o. 13).

No. 13.
Mr. Reily’s detailed report on Mawlawi Nazir Husayn of 

Delhi, a renowned Wahhabi, dated the 26th February, 1869.

No. 14.

Reply of the Government of Bnegal to  No. 12 and No. 13, 
dated the 8th March, 1859.

No. 15.
Governmet of Bengal request the Government of the Punjab 

to issue warrant for the detention of Mawlawi Nazir Husayn 
{see No. 13) if that Government feel satisfied with the grounds. 
Dated the 8th March, 1869.

No. 16.
Opinion of the Inspector-General of Bengal Police relating 

to certain suggestion^ given by Mr. Reily in his report in No. 13 
in  connection with prosecution of Wahhabi suspects. Dated the 
-5th March, 1869.

No. 17.
Another report of Mr. Reily on the case of Mawlawi Nazir 

Husayn (see No. 13), dated the 19th February, 1869.

No. 18.
Government o f Bengal inform the Inspector-General of 

Bengal Police that they disapprove of detaining inferior Wahhabi 
agents o r putting restraint o|i anybody leaving the village as a 
Haji. Dated the 13the March* 1869.

No. .1-9.
' Mr. Reily’s report on Mawlawi Shahadat Ali of Saharaopur, 

dated the 10th March 1869, forwarded to the Government of 
Bengal on the 20th March 1869.
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No. 20.
Arrest of Mawlawi Aminuddin o f Bakargaj by the Police 

in connection with Wahhabi movement. Dated the 29th March 1869.

No. 21'.
Government of Bengal issue order for the detention o f Maw­

lawi Aminuddin (see No. 20). Dated 30th March 1869.

/  ■ No. 22.
Report of the Magistrate o f Delhi and Diary of Munshi 

Ishwari Prasad relating to their investigation at Delhi into the 
Wakhabi case, forwarded to the Government of Bengal in March 
1869.

No. 23.
The Commissioner of Rajshahi requests the Government to 

issue an order for the detention of Sufi Haji of Rajshahi on the 
22nd Febuary 1869.

No. 2 i.
Sufi H aji was arrested as a Wahhabi suspect and detained. 

Dated 16th Febuary 1869. See Nos. 23 and 25.

No. 25.
Government issue warrant for the detention of Sufi H aji 

on the 2nd March 1869. See Nos. 23 and 24.

No. 26.
The case of Haji Muniruddin o f  Rajshahi. Dated the 8th 

March 1869.

No. 27
Government of Bengal consider the case of the Wahhabi 

suspect, Haji Muniruddin (see No. 26). D ated the 19th March 1869.

No. 28.
Government o f Bengal give intelligence to  the Government 

-of Madras in respect o f the activities o f Mawlawi Ahmadullah,.
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who had proceeded to M adras to propagate Wahhabism. Dated 
the 8th June 1869. (See No. 78).

No. 29.
Government of India forward to the Government of Madras,, 

a memorandum of a Muslim noble man o f Madras relating to the 
rise of Wahhabi movement in Arabia and its influence at M adras. 
Dated the 27th September 1865.

No. 30.

Memorandum of Sharf-uJ-Om^ra Bahadur of Madras (see- 
No. 29), dated the 14th August 1865.

No. 31.
Report of the Adjutant-General o f Madras on the activities 

o f the Wahhabis and their effect on the Militia. Dated the 9th- 
November 1865.

No. 32.
Report of the Military Commanding Officer of the Mysore- 

Division on the Wahhabi movement dated the 13th Novem ber 
1865.

No. 33.
Report of the M ilitary Commanding Officer of Nagpur onr 

the Wahhabi movement, dated the 10th October 1865.

No. 34.
Report o f the Commissioner of Police, M adras, on the Wahhabi' 
movement, dated the 23rd November 1865.

No. 35.
> Report of the Government Agent at Chepauk, Madras, on, 

Wahhabi movement, dated the 4th December 1865.

No. 36.
Report of the Collector of Madura on the Wahhabi movement* 

dated the 27th October 1865.

3 -
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No. 37.
Report of the Collector o f Vizagapatam on the Wahhabi 

movement, dated the 1st November 1865.

No. 38.
Report o f the Collector o f South Arcot on the Wahhabi move­

ment, dated the 6th December 1865.

No. 39.
Report of the M agistrate of Malabar on the Wahhabi move­

m ent, dated the 11th January 1866 .

No. 40.
Report of the Collector of Krishna District on the Wahhabi 

■movement, dated the 19th January 1866.

No. 41.
Report of the M agistrate of North Arcot on the Wahhabi 

movement, dated the 27th January 1866.

No. 42.
Report of the Collector of the Tinnevelly on the Wahhabi 

-movement, dated the 7th February 1866.

No. 43.
Report of the Goyernment of Madras to the Government of 

India on the extent of Wahhabi movement in Madras, dated the 
.14th M arch 1866.

No. 44.
Report of the Collector of Tanjore on the Wahhabi move­

ment, dated the 10th March 1866.

No. 45.
Report of the Collector of South Canara on the Wahhabi 

movement, dated the 6th April 1866.

No. 46.
Report of the Collector of Godavary on the Wahhabi move- 

-ment, dated the 12th April 1866.
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No. 47.
Report o f the Collector of Coimbatore on the Wahhabi move­

ment, dated the 18th April 1866.

No. 48.
Report of the Collector of Karaal on the Wahhabi movement,, 

dated the 26th April 1866.

No. 49.
Report of the Government Agent at Ganjam on the V/ahhabi 

movement, dated the 11th December 1865.

No. 50.
Detailed report of the Inspector-General of Madras Police on? 

the activities of a Wahhabi leader Muhammad Ismail Khan. Dated 
the 28th February 1866.

No. 51.
Report of the Jailor of Murshidabad on the good conduct o f  

Wahhabi prisoners ; forwarded to the Government on the 23rd 
July 1869.

* No. 52.

In reply to No. 51, the Government direct that the two- 
Wahhabi prisoners confined at Murshidabad Jail should be treated 
as State prisoners. Dated the 16th August 1869.

No. 53.
Mr. Reily seeks orders from the Inspector-General of Bengal 

Police to take the confessing Wahhabi prisoner Karim Bakhsb 
to the Punjab for detective purposes on the 11th August 1869.

No. 54.
, Government issue order as sought in No. 53, on the lltfr  

August 1869.
J

No. 55.
The Government of India approve of the proceedings and 

the jfojicy taken by the Government of Bengal in respect o f  
Wahhabi movement (see No. 4). Dated the 17th August 1869.
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No. 56.

The Government of the Punjab inquire from the Govern­
ment of Bengal whether the Wahhabi prisoners confined under 
the orders of the Punjab Government would be brought-Ho.. 
trial soon. Dated the 6th December 1869.

No. 57. i
In reply to No. 56, the Bengal Government state that the 

necessary briefs of the cases were still being prepared. Dated 
"the 16th December 1869.

No. 58.
Wahhabi prisoner Muhammad Ali Husain’s petition for re­

lease on bail was granted by Government of Bengal on the 19th 
August 1869. (See No. 59).

No. 59.
Deposition of Ali Husain (see also No. 58) forwarded by 

Mr. Reily to the Inspector-General of Bengal Police on the 19th 
August 1869. This revealed the existence of an active Wahhabi 
movement at Dinajpur.

No. 60.

The Jailor reports of the good conduct of Wahhabi prisoner 
Mawlawi Karamatullah at Rampur Bauleah. Dated the 28th August 
1869. (See No. 61.)

No. 61.
Detention of Mawlawi Karamatullah was sought by [the 

Inspector-General of Bengal Police on the 6th August 1869. rSee 
also No. 62).

No. 62.

The Government approve of the proposal contained in 
No. 61, on the 12th August 1869. (See also No. 60). /

No. 63.
The Inspector-General of Bengal Police forwards Co the 

•Government a memorandum of Mr. Reily (see No. 64y 'on the 
16th August 1869. ’
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No. 64.
Memorandum of Mr. Reily (see No. 63) forwarding to the 

Inspeetor-General of Bengal Police, the diary of Munshi Ishwari 
Prasad. Dated the 9th August 1869. (See also No. 65).

No. 65.
Diary of Baboo Ishwari Prasad- dealing with the link be­

tween the Wahhabis o f  Patna and North West Frontier (see Nos.
.  63 and 64). Dated the 5th August 1869.

No. 66.
Government o f Bengal forward to the Government of India 

No. 63 and No. 64, seeking advice in respect of searching letters 
in certain Post Offices of Bihar addressed to the Wahhabis for 
detective purposes which was not personally liked by the Lt.- 
Governor of Bengal. Dated the 14th August 1869.

No. 67.
The Inspector-General o f Bengal Police forwards to the 

Government, Mr. Reily’s report relating to Nazir Muhammad 
o f Rajshahi, on the 8th September 1869. (See No. 68.).

No. 68.
Mr. Reily’s report (see No. 67) containing deposition of 

Nazir Muhammad relating to the Wahhabi fighters of Bengal and 
Bihar at Mulka who were under the command of Mawlawi 
Abdullah son of Mawlawi Wilayat Ali. He further discloses 
that at one time there were 900 hundred men under the com­
mand of the Mawlawi. Dated the 1st September 1869.

No. 69.
Government direct the Magistrate o f Rangpur to apprehend 

Nazir Muhammad (see No. 67 and No. 68). Dated 18th September 
1869.

No. 70.
Government of the Punjab request the Government of Bengal 

to  remove the Wahhabi prisoner Izdah Bakhsh, brother of Feroze 
Shah (see references, in the Index), to some other Jail from Delhi
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(where he was confined under the warrant of the Punjab Govern­
ment) on account of ill-health. Dated the 30th November 1869.

No. 71.
The request of the Punjab Government contained in No. 70 

was forwarded by the Bengal Government to the Inspector-General 
of Police for ascertaining the  grounds. Dated the 8th December 
1869.

No. 72.
Mr. Reily recommends th a t Izdah Bakhsh (see Nos. 70 and 

71) may be removed to Lahore. Dated the 14th December 1869.

N o. 73.
The Government of Bengal request the Government of the 

Punjab in reply to No. 70, that Izdah Bakhsh (see Nos. 70, 71 
and 72) should be kept confined somewhere in the Punjab. Dated 
the 30th December 1869.

No. 74
The case o f a Wahhabi named Mawlawi Muhammad Shoaib, 

a resident of Afghanistan, who was apprehended at Rawulpindi 
while trying to cross the frontier. Dated the 3rd December 
1869. (See Nos. 75, 76 and 77).

No. 75.
The situation under which Mawlawi Muhammad Shoaib 

was arrested (see Nos. 74, 76 and 77). Dated the 1st December 
1869.

No. 76.

The Government o f Bengal request the Government of the 
Punjab to keep Mawlawi Shoaib under detention for the time 
being (see Nos. 74,75 and 77). Dated the 7th December 1869.

No. 77.
Inquiry made about the antecedents of Mawlawi Shoaib at 

Hyderabad-Daccan. Dated the 7th December 1869. (See Nos.

74-76).
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No. 78.
The case of a Wahhabi leader" named Mawlawi Ahmadullah, 

who was of Bengali origin but preached to the Native A m y 
a t  Madras and elsewhere. Dated the 6th December 1869. (See 
also No. 28 and Nos. 78-84).

No. 79.
Documents relating to Mawlawi Ahmadullah (see No. 78) 

. was forwarded by the Govenment of Bengal to the Government 
o f  India on the 13th December 1869. (See also No. 28, and 
Nos. 80-84).

No. 80.
Documents relating to Mawlawi Ahmadullah was forwarded 

by the Government of Bengal to the Government of Madras on 
the 13th December 1869. (See also Nos. 28, and Nos. 78-84).

No 81.
Documents relating to Mawlawi Ahmadullah (see No. 78) 

was forwarded by the Government of Bengal to the Chief 
•Commissioner of the Central Provinces on the 13th December 
1869.

No. 82.
Government of Bengal inquire from the Superintendent 

■of Port Blair about Mawlawi Ahmadullah on the 13th March 
1883. (See Nos. 78-84).

No. 83.
Government of Bengal inquire from the Superintendent of 

Port Blair about Mawlawi Ahmadullah, who was convicted at 
Patna in 1865 (see Nos. 78-84). Dated the 13th March 1883.

No. 84.
Superintendent of Port Blair informs the Government of 

Bengal that Mawlawi Ahmadullah died there on the 21st Novem­
ber 1881. Dated the 21st March 1883. (See No.. 28 and Nos. 
78-83).
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No. 85.
The cases of Wahhabi leaders of Mymensingh and Dacca 

namely Badaruddin, Azimuddin and Mawlawi Ibrahim. Dated 
the 15th December 1869.

No. 86.
Government of Bengal depute Baboo Nobokisto Ghose, 

Extra Assistant Superintendent of Police, to conduct investiga­
tion in the districts of Dacca, Faridpur, Bograh and Pabna on 
the 31st December 1869.

No. 87.
Wahhabi prosecutor J. O’Kinealy is granted an honorarium 

of.Rs. 3,000 for his services, by the Governor-General on the 6th 
October 1870.

No. 88.
Witnesses and Governmet servants who rendered their ser­

vices in the Wahhabi trials at Patna, Maldah and Rajmahal 
were granted rewards and compensation. Dated the 3rd June 1873.

No. 89.

Inventories of the landed and moveable properties of the 
Patna Wahhabis confiscated by the Government and the process 
o f their disposal. Dated the 24th July 1865.

No. 90. -
Forwarding letter to No. 89 issued by the Government of 

Bengal to the Government of India, dated the 23rd September 1865.

No. 91.
Letter of the Government of Bengal acknowledging the 

receipt of No. 89 from the Commissoner of Patna. Dated the 
23rd September 1865.

No. 92.
Grant of conditional pardon to the Wahhabi convict Elahi 

Bakhsh of Patna by the Government of the Punjab was communi­
cated to the Government of Bengal on the 18th October 1865. 
(See No. 94).



Introduction 25

Nb. 93.
Government of Bengal consider the recommendation of the- 

Commissioner of Patna for the remission of the sentengAs of trans­
portation for life against a few Wahhabis who were helpful to the- 
Government during the Wahhabi trials .of Ambala and Patna. DatecL 
the 18th October 1865. See Nos. 97-104.

No. 94.

Government pf Bengal direct the Commissioner of Patna to- 
carry out the order contained in No. 92 regarding the grant o r  
conditional pardon to Elahi Bakhsh. Dated the 30th October 1865.. 
See also Nos. 97-104.

No. 95.
Government of the Punjab inquire of the Government o f  

Bengal whether the properties of the Wahhabi convict Maqsud Ali 
confiscated at Patna could be restored to his sons. Dated the 18ttt 
July 1867.

No. 96.
Reply to No. 95, dated the 30th July 1867.

No. 97.
Agreements taken from certain Wahhabi convicts of Patna- 

conditional to granting them pardon, forwarded by the Inspector- 
General of Bengal Police to the Government on the 5th May 1883.

No. 98.
Petition of Wahhabi convict Ameeruddin, released on a condi­

tional pardon, in respect of his reporting to the Police every month', 
forwarded by the Inspector-General of Bengal Police to the= 
Government on the 12th May 1883. See Nos. 99 and 100.

No. 99.
Recommendation of the District Superintendent of Police, 

Santhal Parganah in favour of No. 98. Dated the 26th April 1883.. 
See also No. 100.

No. 100.
Ameeruddin was given permission to report once a month to1 , j * ' I

the Subdivisional Officer at Rajmahal instead of going to the D istrict
4—
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Superintendent of Police at Nya Doomka (see Nos. 98 and 99). 
.Dated the 4th June 1883. -

No. 101.

Release of certain Wahhabi cQnvicts and their despatch from 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands to Calcutta. Dated the 28th April 
1883.

No. 102.

Petition of the released Wahhabi prisoner Abdur Rahim seek­
ing permission to go on a pilgrimage to  Makkah and Madinah. 
Dated the 2nd March 1884. See Nos. 103 and 104.

No. 103.
Proceedings of the Government of Bengal on No. 102. Dated 

the 22nd April .1884. See Nos. 102 and 104.

No. 104.

Permission granted to Abdur Rahim on No. 102. Dated the 
13th May 1884. See also No. 103.

No. 105.
Letter of Hakim Abdul Hamid son of the Wahhabi leader 

Ahmadullah (see Nos. 78-94) of Patna and cousin of Mawlawi 
.Abdullah, (the famous fighter at Mulka and Sittana against the 
British both of whom were transported for life to Andamans) to the 
<Jovernment offering his assistance in suppressing the Wahhabi 
movement on Condition of a monthly allowance aud restoration of 
Jiis father’s property to him, forwarded by the Inspector-General of 
Bengal Police to the Government on the 19th August 1869. See No.
106.

No. 106.
* Government of Bengal reject the offer contained in No. 105. 

Dated the 24th August 1869.

No. 107.
Mu^ammat Jamilun (wife of the. Wahhabi convipt Abdur 

jRahim of P.atna) moved.a petition for. the release of her husband in
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1882 to the Government of Ind ia  * (see Nos. 108 ane 109). Dated, 
the 15th August 1851.

No. 108.
Government of India forward No. 107 to  the Government o f

Bengal along with the opinions of the Government o f  the Punjab 
and seek their opinion on the matter. Dated the 28th July 1882.

No. 109.
Government o f Bengal inquire from the Superintendent o f  

Port Blair whether the remaining 5 Wahhabi convicts were conduc­
ting themselves well on the 15th September 1882.* See Nos. 108- 
and 110 .

No. 110.
Reply to No. 108, giving particulars of the remaining Wahhabi 

convicts at Andamans and reporting their good conduct, dated the 
15th September 1882.

No. 111.
Reply to the reminder to No. 109, dated the 7th October

1882.

No. 112

Government of Bengal forward their opinions to the Govern­
ment of India regarding the proposal for the release of the remai­
ning Wahhabi convicts in reply to No. 107, on the 7th October
1882. See also Nos. 108, 109 and 110.

No. 113.
Government of India order the release of all remaining 

Wahhabi convicts still undergoing imprisonment a t Andamans on. 
the 31st December 1882.

n Tliere seem s to  tie 6om c m istake in the dating o f  Nos. 107 and 109,. 
as it is apparSiit from  a coMp&tison witH (hat o f  N o. 100. B ut there  
is no way of correcting  them by us as no Other copies o f  these docu­
ments a re  ava ilab le  here .
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No. 114.
Government of Bengal inform the Commissioner of Patna 

about the order of release in No. 113 and give necessary instruc­
tion  in this connection on the 17th January 1883.

No. 115.
In reply to No. 114, the Commissioner of Patna forwards to 

the Government of Bengal the opinion of the M agistrate of Patna 
that the released Wahhabi should be settled at Bhagalpur instead 
o f  in Patna city. Dated the 15th February 1883.

No. 116.
The Government of,Bengal consider No. 115 but do not re­

gard the proposal worthwhile. Dated the 26th February 1883.
No. 117.

Government of Bengal inform the Superintendent of Port 
Blair, Commissioner of Patna and Inspector-General of Bengal 
Police that the remaining Wahhabi prisoners would be released 
on  condition that they would report regularly to the Police of 
Patna for one year and necessary instructions are given in this 
connection on the 26th February 1883. *!

No. 118.
The entire case for the reieasfe of the Wahhabi convicts 

-and restrictions to be imposed on their movements was examined 
“by the Government of Bengal and final decision taken on the 
30th September 1882.

No. 119.
In pursuance of No. 117, the Superintendent of Port Blair 

takes agreements from the Wahhabi convicts accepting the condi­
tion of Police surveillance and forwards the same to the Govern­
ment of Bengal on the 6th February 1883 and says further 
that as instructed these prisoners were released and would be 
hoarded on ship for Calcutta about the 3rd of March.

No. 120.
Government of Bengal acknowledge the receipt of No. 119 

and inquire further about Mawla,wi( Ahpiadullah cp the 13th 
M arch 1883. See No. 28 and Nos. 78TP4. <
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No. 121.

Government of Bengal forward to the Inspector-General 
o f  Bengal Police the descriptive roli of the released Wahhabi 
prisoners and instructions relating to their settlement at their 
home on the 13th March 1883.

No. 122
Government of the Punjab forward to the Government of 

Bengal a descriptive roll of the released Wahhabi prisoners re­
ceived from the Superintendent -of Port Blair. Dated the 4th 
April 1883. See also No. 121.

No. 123.
Inspector-General of Bengal Police informs the Government 

that arrangement has been made to take fresh agreements from 
the released Wahhabis on their arrival at Patna and that one of 
them , Mawlawi Amiruddin of M aldah desired to live at Raj­
mahal for which he was permitted. Dated the 28th March 1883, 
See Nos. 97, 98, 99 and 100.

No. 124.
Released' Wahhabi Tabarak Ali’s application for employment 

in the Police service is rejected but the Government consider 
the possibility of helping him otherwise until he gets employ­
ment. Dated the 25th October 1883.

No. 125.
Inspector-General of Bengal Police forwards to the Govern­

m ent the ' report of Mr. Reily (see No. 126) relating to the arrest 
o f  Nazir Sardar and other Wahhabi agents o f  Maldah on the 
14th October 1868.

No. 126.
Mr. Reily reports to the Inspector-General of Police that Extra 

Assistant Superintendent of Police, Baboo Nobokisto Ghose, succ­
essfully investigated the Wahhabi cases in M aldah and Rajmahal 
and* arrested the Wahhabi ringleader Nazir Sardar as ,vrell as his 
agents. ,;Dated the 13th October 1868. >.! v
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No. 127.
Government of Bengal acknowledge the receipt of No. 125 

and instruct the Inspector-General of Police to proceed with further 
investigation* against the Wahhabis in other districts of Bengal. 
Dated the 21st October 1868.

No. 128.
Goverhment of Bengal instruct Mr. Reily that the Wahhabi 

leader Mawlawi Ibrahim Mandal, who was arrested at Rajmahal 
should be tried there. Dated the 21st October 1868.

No. 129.
Mr. J. O'Kinealy, Magistrate of Maldah, forwards to the 

Government copies of all depositions recorded in the matter of 
Wahhabi conspiracy case a t Maldah and some other document* 
relating to it, on the 20th October 1868.

No. 130.
Government o f Bengal submit No. 129 to the Legal Remem­

brancer for his opinon and advice in the matter of prosecuting 
the Wahhabis of M aldah on the 26th October 1868.

No. 131.
Government of Bengal reprimand the Inspector-General o f 

Police for having been disinterested in the proceedings against the 
Wahhabis. Dated the 26th October 1868.

No. 132.
The Remembrancer of Legal Affairs informs the Govrnment 

in reply to No. 130 that the depositions forwarded to him (see 
No. 129) were legally irregular and advises to regularise them. 
Dated the 27th October 1868. See also No. 137.

No. 133.
GovertmieAt 6f Bengal inform the Inspector-General of Po­

lice their approval and sanction for the prosecution of the Wahhabis 
of Maldah under Section 166 t)f the Indian Criminal Procedure 
Code and forward also the opinion o f  the Legal Remembrancer 
(see No. 132) for his guidance, on the 28th October 1868.
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No. 134.
Government of Bengal forward to the Magistrate of Maldah, 

a  copy of Legal Remembrancer’s opinion (see No. 132) for his 
.guidance, on the 28th October 1868.

No. 135.
Government of Bengal forward to the Assistant Commi- 

-ssioner of Rajmahal a copy of Legal Remembrancer’s opinion 
{see No. 132) for his guidance, on the‘28th October 1868.

No. 136.
Inspector-General of Bengal Police offers his explanation to 

ihe Government in reply to No. 131,-on the 28th October 1868.
No. 137.

Legal Remembrancer submits to the Government of Bengal 
-a detailed opinion on the Wahhabi cases of Maldah (see also No. 
132). Dated the 30th Octobar 1868.

No. ,138.
Inspector-General of Bengal Police submits to the Govern­

ment a narrative of the proceedings of the Police against the 
Wahhabis o f Maldah and Rajm ahal(see also No. 129).'Dated'the 
4th Novemder 1868.

No. 139.
Assistant. Commissioner of Rajmahal acknowledges the re­

ceipt o f No. 135 and seeks instruction from the Government 
in the m atter of proceeding against certain other minor Wahhabis 
of his district. Dated the 4th November 1868.

No. 140.
Government of .Bengal apprise the Grvernmejit o f  In^ia of 

their proceedings against the Wahhabis of Maldah and of L t.v ''* < v1 ’
■Goyerhor’s opinion that only the leaders should be prqsecuted 
-and seek the advice of the Governor-General in the matter. 
Dated the 10th November 1888.

No. 141.
Government o f  tJeng^} o rder ' fop ;J|ie- release of minor 

Mfcihhqbis aqd for .detention of f their leadfers-in the, Wahhabi ease of
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M aldah, communicated to the Inspector-General of Police on 
the 10th November 1868. See also No. 140.

N o. 142.
Government of Bengal order detention o f the Wahhabi 

leader Nazir Sardar at Maldah Jail on the 10th November 1868.
JSo. 143t

Government of Bengal order detention of the Wahhabi lea­
der Mawlawi Ibrahim Mandal at Rajmahal Jail on the 10th 
October 1868.

No. 144.
Secretariat Note-Sheet on the Maldah Wahhabi case, for 

November 1868.
No. 145.

Notes on the arrest of Mawlawi Amiruddin of Maldah 
(see Nos. 98, 99 and 100) and Mawlawi Amiruddin of Bakar- 
ganj. Dated the 8th April 1869. See also Nos. 147 and 148.

No. 146.
The case o f issuing warrant for the arrest of Mawlawf 

Amiruddin of Maldah (see No. 145). Dated the 19th April 1869. 
See also 147 and 148.

No. 147.
The Inspector-General of Bengal Police requests the Govern­

ment to issue a warrant for the arrest of Mawlawi Amiruddin o f  
Maldah and explains that he is a different person from Mawlawi 
Amiruddin of Bakarganj who was arrested earlier. Dated the 20fch 
April 1869. See also No. 145.

No. 148.
Detailed proceedings against Mawlawi Amiruddin o f Maldah 

including depositions of witnesses submitted to the Government 
on the' 16th April 1869. See also Nos. 93, 99, 100, 145, 146 
and 147.

No. 149.

Government of Bengal forw ard .to the> Commissioner of R aj- 
shahi aw afrant for nheideterition of Mawla'Cvi Amiruddin in the
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Maldah Jail on the 22nd April 1869, See also Nos. 99-100 and 
145-148.

No. 150.
The Commissioner of Rajshahi forwards to the Government 

the report of Baboo Nobokisto Ghose (Extra Assistant Superintend­
ent of Detective Police), No. 151 relating to one Ghoran K han. 
Dated the 21st April 1869.

No. 151.
Report of Baboo Nobokisto Ghose about one Ghoran Khan 

of Maldah, who is accused of promoting the Jihad movement o r  
the Wahhabis, submitted to the M agistrate of Maldah on the 23rd 
April 1869. JSee also Nos. 150.

No. 152. C
Government call for the judicial opinion of the Magistrate in. 

the case of Ghoran Khan before issuing a warrant. Dated the 
30th April 1869. See also Nos. 150 and 151.

.No. 153.
The authorities of M aldah Jail inform the Inspector-General 

of Jails that Ghoran Khan was placed under detention there 
under the order of the Government. Dated the 2nd July 1869. See 
also Nos. 150-152.

No. 154„

Mr. A. T. T. Peterson, a powerful European, requests the- 
Lt.-Governor o f Bengal to treat the aged Amir Khan, the Wahhabi 
prisoner, kindly and to remove him from Gaya Jail to some 
other Jail near Calcutta. Dated the 30th July 1869.

No. 155.
Order of the Government of Bengal for the transfer of 

Amir Khan frorti Gaya Jail to Alipore Jail communicated to- 
the Inspector-General of Police on the 11th August 1869. Sde 
No. 154.

5—
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No. 156.

Order of the Government o f Bengal for the transfer of 
A m ir Khan from Gaya Jail to Alipore Jail commuicated to 
the Commissoner of the Presidency Divison on the 13th August 
1869. See. No. 154 and 155. *

No. 157.
Government of Bengal order the Officer in charge of Ali­

pore Jail to receive and detain Amir Khan and to treat him 
a political prisoner on the 13th August 1869. See Nos. 154-156.

No. 158.
In pursuance of No. 157, the Government of Bengal ins­

truct the Officer in charge of Alipore Jail, not to treat Amir 
Khan as a criminal and to make comfortable accomodation 
for him. Dated ,the 13th August 1869. See also No. 154.

No. 159.
Notes on the names of the Wahhabi prisoners and places 

■of their detention. Dated the 10th August 1869.

No. 160.

Petition of Amir Khan to the Government praying for 
release or early trial, dated the 18th February 1870 and en­
closed copies of his earlier petitions forwarded by the Jail au­
thorities to the Government on the 19th February 1870.

No. 161.
Government of Bengal call for a report on the disposal 

-of the confiscated properties of Amir Khan from the Commissioner 
o f  Calcutta Police, on the 30th January 1874.

No. 162.
In reply to No. 161, the Commissioner of Calcutta Police 

fo. wards No. 163 to the Government on the 9th April 1874.

No. 163.
The Solicitor to the Government submits a report ( See 

No. 162 ) on the sale of the property of convict Amir Khan 
about the 16th April 1874.
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No. 164.

Government o f Bengal acknowledge the receipt o f No. 162 
and approve o f the suggestion forwarded by the Com m issioner 
of Police to sell the properties of Amir Khan in a public auction 
to the highest bidder for which Messrs. Mackenzie Lyall & 
Co. were to be entrusted by the Government. Dated the 18th 
April 1874.

No. 165.
Commissioner of Calcutta Police informs the Government 

that the confiscated property of Amir Khan was sold in accor­
dance with the order in No. 164, on the 10th June 1874.

No. 166.
The disposed property of Amir Khan (see No. 165) was- 

purchased by Haji Vyadanat Jonas. Dated the 1st July 1874.
No. 167.

Government of Bengal instruct the Commissioner of Calcutta 
Police to pay the Municipal arear taxes o f the disposed hous& 
of Amir Khan from the sale proceeds and deposit the rest 
of the amount into the Bank of Bengal. D ated the 14th July 1874»

No. 168.
Account of the sale proceeds of Amir Khan’s property^ 

Dated the 21st July 1874.
No. 169.

Government of Bengal inform the Government of India 
that a big amount was realised from the sale o f the property 
of convict Amir Khan and propose to set up a school for ju ­
venile criminals near Calcutta. Dated the 23rd July 1874.

No. 170.
Commissioner of Patna requests the Government of Bengat 

to authorise advance payment of allowances granted to the twa 
grandsons of the late Amir Khan for their studies at the Ali­
garh College. Dated the 31st July 1882.

No. 171.
Sanction and authorisation of the Government of Bengal 

to the advance payment of the allowances referred to in No. 170- 
Dated the 9th August 1882.
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No. 172.
Commissioner o f Patna' requests.the GovernnieM of Bengal 

to  'extend the grant of allowances to the elder gfaridson of the 
late Amir KM n for two years more. Dated th6 31st‘July 188"4.

No. 173.
Commissioner of Patna requests the Government of Bengal 

-to authorise advance payment of the allowances granted to the 
two grandsons of the late Amir Khan. Dated the 21 st November
1883.

No. ,174.
Government of Bengal recommend to the Government of 

In d ia  the cases of the two grandsons of the late Amir Khan 
for continuation of their allowances at the Patna College after 
they left the Aligarh College on account of ill health. Dated 

the 19th August 1884.
!No . 175.

f

Application of Zakar\a Khan, the grandson of the late 
Amir Khan, to the Government praying, to authorise him to 
receive a sum of money due to Amir Khan. Dated the 14th 
March 1908.

No. 176.
Government of Bengal call for a report from the dfficial 

Assignee with regard to the application No. 175. Dated the 
26th May 1908.

No. 177.
Report submitted1 to  the Government in reply to No. 176. 

Dated the 2nd June 1908.
No. 178.

I
Government of Bengal give clearance to the Official Assi- 

ghee that they would not put any claim on the amount due
to the late Amir Khan. Dated the 25th June 1908.

No. 1/9.
Secretarial Not’e Sheet regarding No; 1’78. Dated the 25th 

Ju n e  1908.



CHAPTER I

PO L IC E  IN V E S T IG A T IO N  IN T O  TH E N A T U R E  A N D  
E X T E N T  O F  W AHHABI M O V EM EN T IN  IN D O -PA K  
SU B C O N TIN EN T W ITH  SPEC IA L R EFE R E N C E  T O  T H E  
C A M PA IG N  FO R  JIH A D  O R  HOLY W A R (1863-1870)

SECTION A

Proceedings o f the Madras Government, Judicial Department, 
dated the 13th July, 1869 ; Preserved py the Government o f  Bengal 
as enclosure to the Judicial Proceedings A, for August, 1869, Nos. 
74-75.

1
From J. W. Dalyell, Esq., Acting Secretary to the Government 

of F o rt Saint Geofge, to the Secretary to the Government 
of Bengal, 'Judicial D epartm ent,—(No. 121-8, dated Fort 
Saint George, the 27th Jtily, 1869).

Sir,
In acknowledging the receipt of Mr. Officiating Junior Secre­

tary Mackenzie’s letter, dated the 3rd ultimo, Nos. 3797 and 
389&,«aircl the correspondence forwarded with it, on the subject 
of W&habee-movements, I am directed to transmit, For the informa­
tion-'of His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, a copy 
of the Proceedings (dated 13th July, 1869, No. 135) of the 
Government, pontaining the instruction issued tp the Inspector- 
General of Police and tp the Magistrates of the .districts, with 
a vjew to obtaining as complete information as possible regarding 
the \VaJiabee sect in this Presidency.

No. 4962.
' dopy forwarded to the Inspector-General of Police, Lower 

Provinces; for information.
" ' By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal,

(Sd.) J. Westland,
Junior Secretary to the Government of Bengal.
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Enclosure: Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial 
Departm ent, 13th july, 1869.

Read the following papers j —
52. From the officialing Junior Secretary to the Government 

of Bengal, to the Chief Secretary to the Government, 
jFprt '^aint George ; dated Fort William, 3rd June-, 1859.

I am direpted to forward to you the accompanying copy of 
correspondence * frota the Inspector-General of Police, Lower
* L e tte r  to  G o v e rn m e n t, No. Provinces, and to request that with 

3335, d a te d  th e  28th  u l tim o , the permission of His Excellency the 
L e tte r  fro m  G o v e rn m e n t, Governor of Madras, the necessry ins- 

W o .^ 7 9 ‘>.6^ th is  d a te .   ̂ tructions may be issued to the Ins-
I^ecto ̂ General of' Police, Madras, to institute enquiries as to 
whether any connection exists between Wahabee movement- in 
(that) Presidency and the conspiracy in Bengal.

2. A copy of the correspondence which has passed with the 
° f  *IQdia on the- subject of the movements of tfrese' 

^fty^bees ju d ic ia l  Proceedings for November, 1868, Ntf* 185 ; 
and-jJvdickl proceedings for April, 1869, Nos. 241-2), is. ahnexed 
for the information of His Excellency.

/t
-:n '.<>:> i ’ O

* ,  • < * ,  ,l)S!" . 7 1
Frqir^.the ^Qifiating Inspector-General of Police, Lower Provinces, 
-i. -to the Government o f .Reijgalv Judicial'Dd-o
v'!<,-JP£rtment/ (dated Fort William, 28th May, 1869, N'o. $335).

Thy jjepiify IriSpectoi'-General, ’Special Department, ha!s‘ sugges- 
tfe!d<1fBe' dldvliafrility of inquiry being made as to any cohnectidq 
th&t' m a y - f ia ts ' ftdtween’ Wahabee movements in Madras arid 
Somb&y knd the corispira'cy itt Bengal. W ith the approval o,f the 
Lieutenant-Governor this can be done through this office arid fhose‘ 
of the Inspectors-General of Police of the two Governments.

s Inquiries arepow being made by Bengal (Police) regarding 
certain large sums of money which have been ascertained ftpi 
hpv,e bf|eq spnt from Bombay on the pretence of assisting pilgrims 
proceeding to Mecca, but which the Deputy (Inspector) General 
b p lie^s  3re. intended for Sittana.
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"* J 1 ' 3
hi , '■ , j

Frp$V;t^p Offipi^ting, Junior Secretary to the  Government o f  Bengal,:
to the- Officiating^ Inspector-General of Police, Lower- Prtfr 

. .vinces;y-^datedJFort Wiliam, 3jrd>June, 18,69, <N;o,-3796).
I am,directed to acknowledge the receipt of (ypur ) letter No., 

3335, dated the 2?th. ultipio, and in reply.to state thafctlle Liep-: 
tenant-Governor approves ,of your proposal toplafie yourself im 
Communication with'the, Inspectors-Qeneral of Policecof' Mftdtas' 
and Bombay, with the view- of ascertaining Whether anyconnecfioni 
exists between the Wahabee mq-vements in - those presidencies- and) 
tjie conspif^cy in  Pengal. * «

■2. J-he Government of those presidencies (have ) also this day 
t$ 9n addressed on the subject., ’ "

From the Officiating Secretary to the'GoVerntfient of Bengal;’to the 
SeQretar^' to- the Government of il'ndia, Home Department 

'■ (dated Fort'W illiam, 10 th  November, 1869, Noi 605I-.)<;,

1 1 ii having been brought to the Lifeut6t\ant Governor’s ,notice 
tha t 'in activer rhovefmeht o f sdmfe' kind1 wars talcing' place ^inong 
tilt? Mahometans of tii6 Wahdbee Sect’ ih several districts o f ,  
th'e'tower ^rbViriceil’ the' Head of" ther Detective 'foeplrfehent of 
the'Benfeat PBlice Was" deputed to nlake inquiry info its" nature 
afa$* extent. I am' directed to forward', for the information and 
drders 6f  th£ Government of India, a copy of a (letter ) Received 
from Mr. Reily oh the'subject. His inquiries have ojily as yet 
been carried on in the districts of Malda aud Rajmehal, but it) » I , i J * * ^  .

appears to be certain that a jehad or religious war against, thp 
British power has for some time been preached and collection, 
in aid of the Hindustani ( fa n a tic s ) in frontier njade on â  
regularly organised system. Froi^ twelve to.fifteen active agents, 
in this movement have been arrested, and are. (now under deten­
tion.1 J{,is provable, though by,no (means) certain, that charges, 
of abutting tfte offences described in .Sections 121 and 1^2 o f 
the Indian Penal Code could be established against most o f them.

J . F p r  th e if jn ^ ijie a  a p d  p laces; o f  d e te n tio n , see C h a p te r  IV , N o* 159. \
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With one or two exceptions, however, the men who have been h it­
herto arrested are persons of very inferior position, belonging to 
two neighbouring districts. To proceed against these men 'form­
ally at once, would, the Lieutenant-Governor thinksj have the 
effect of rendering further friquiry difficult if not impossible, while 
failure (in'securing ) a conviction would place, the Government 
into *a fals“e and unfavourable position. It "(appears) desir&le 
to ascertain precisely thes full extent of the present movement 
and the’ course1 (which;) commetlds itself to the Lieutenant-Gover­
nor’s approval and which h£ would solicit the orders of the 
Government of India is the following :—

The leading preachers of sedition and ( those who 
' ai*e active “Collecting1 agehts,'as well :as &11 foreign emissaries 

from the North-West Frontier,-(“in respect o f )  whom any 
proof o f complicities may bq obtained, His Honor would 
detain for the present, under the Regulation III of 1818, 
th,e inferior ‘and subordinate agents who may now be' in 

^ 'arrest; o r whd wduld afterwards be 'd istovered;’ need not be 
put<-under restraint, ■though their hdmes should be (recorded) 
and, their movements (C arefully watched. Th<? detective 
departm ent .shqulcj ,then (quietly and ) persistently prosecute 
their inquiries until thp ..whole of |h e  leaders, of theb I ‘' i »’! J' j ' * »
m ov^m ^t have been .̂ ascertained and if need ,be. secpj-Qd, 
and  ̂ their power for evil, neutralized apd checked. tThe 
Government would then be in a position to judge whether 
formal .prosecution o f any o f .those concerned is advisable, 
and could be undertaken with reasonable hope of,success.
2. So far as .the information, which is yet, before the, 

Lieutenant-Governor goes, it js not absolutely impossible that 
all that has been done during the last two or three years' has 
been mainly in the personal interests of the jpreachers and lea- 
derk o f the movement. There is no distinct proof tha t any o f  
thel&onSy collected' has' actually reached the frontier, but, oh 
thfc other ‘hand, it i& to be observed that IslamporS, where 
Ibrahim M u n d u l1 livks, is a village made up mainly of families 
of men now on the frontier or who have died there, and' that 
all these are supported by Ibrahim Mundul out of the collections.

1. For tfetaile'd account al?out IWahimT^andal, see Chapter III,
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(Even), however, in the m ost favourable view of the case, politi­
cally, the Lieutenant-Governor is of opinion that it is necessary 
to do everything practicable to put a stop to such proceedings, 
for the (effect) on the minds of the natives o f Bengal must be- 
nearly or quite as bad as if the collections made in good faith,, 
for the purposes for which they are so ostensibly levied.

3. In anticipation of the approval of the Governor-Generar 
in Council to the course now proposed, the Lieutenant-Governor 
has directed that of those who have hitherto been arrested,. 
Ibrahim Mundul and Nazir Sudir (Sardar1 ) only shall be detained, 
and the rest released.

4. I am to draw attention to the fact that the principal1 
person arrested in the course of the present proceedings is the 
Ibrahim Mundul o f Islampore, mentioned as an active agent 
of seditions at page 155 of the Selections concerning the trials- 
of 1865.

5
From the Secretary to the Government of India, Home Department, 

to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Judicial 
Department,—(dated Fort William, 24th March, 1869, No„ 
452).
With reference to the correspondence and the letter from 

this Department, No. 1891, dated the 26th November last, I an> 
directed to request that His Excellency the Governor-General 
in Council may be informed, as soon as practicable, of all 
circumstances of importance in connection with the Wahabees- 
that have occurred (following) the last report on the subject.

2. Adverting to the letter from the Government of Bengal,. 
No. 6051, dated the 10th November last, and enclosures, rl  am 
desired to state that His Excellency in Council will be''glad to  
be favoured with the opinion of the Lieutenant-Governor in re­
gard to the necessity of amending the law, with the object o f  
enabling the Government to deal more satisfactorily with seditious, 
proceedings not amounting to waging, or attempting to wage*

1. For detailed account about Nazir Sardar, see Chapter III.

6—
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•or abetting the waging of war against the Queen, than it can 
now do under the provisions of the Indian Penal Code.

Prom  the Secretary to the Government o f Bengal, to the Secre­
tary to the Government of India, Home Department,— 
(dated Fort William, 22nd April, 1869, No. 2813)-.

In reply to your letter No. 452, o f the 24th ultimo, 
I  am directed to forward, herewith, for the information of His 
Excellency the. Governor General in Council, copies of the
' Jud ic ia l proceed ings, January , 1869, Nos. 

320-23.
Ju d ic ia l proceedings, January , 1869, Nos. 
313-19.
Ju d ic ia l proceedings, Jan u ary , 1869, Nos. 
324-27
F ro m  Inspector-G eneral o f  Po lice , N o . 
121T, da ted  20th February , 1369, w ith 
enclosures.
T o Inspector-G eneral o f  Police, N o. 1351, 
dated  24th F eb ru ary , 1869.
To G overnm ent o f  P un jab ,N o . 1352, dated 
24 th  F eb ru a ry , 1869.
F rom  Inspector-G eneral o f Police, N o . 1290, 
da ted  1st M arch, 1869, w ith enclosure.
To Inspector-G eneral o f P o lice , N o . 1559, 
dated 8th M arch, 1869.

T o  G overnm ent o f Punj ab, No. 1560, dated 
S th  M arch , 1869.
F rom  Inspector-G eneral o f  Police, No. 1386, 
da ted  5th M arch, 1869, w ith enclosure. 
T o Inspector-G eneral o f  Police, N o. 1714, 

 ̂4 a ted  13th M arch, 1869.
From  Inspector-G eneral o f  Police, N o. 1742, 
d a te^  20th M arch, 1869, w ith enclosure. 
F rom  Inspecto r-G eneral o f  Police, dated  
29 th  M arch , 1869.
T o  Inspecto r-G enera l o f  Police, N o. 2267, 
da ted  30th March,, 1869.
F rom  Inspeeto r-G eneral o f  Police, received 
30 th  M arch, 1869, w ith enclosure.

correspondence noted on 
the margin* showing the 
further action which has 
been taken in connection 
with the Wahabee move­
ment since the last report 
on the subject made to 
Government of India in 
the letter from this office,
No. 6051, dated the 10th 
November last.

'2. The Government 
of India in their letter 
No. 1891, of the 25th 
November last, (had) 
approved of the mea­
sure which the Lieu- 
nant-Governor proposed 
to take with a (view to) 
ascertain the full extent 
of this movement and 
(the) necessary instruc­
tions were communica­
ted to the Head of the 
Detective Department to 
the Bengal Police on the 
4th December last. In
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Judicial proceedings, February, 1869, Nos. doing SO, it was pointed
out that it was of all 

From  Com m issioner, Rajshahye, dated  22nd . . .
February , 1869, w ith  enclosure. th ,D 8 S “ 0S t im P o r t a n t
To C om m issioner, R ajshahye, No. 1436, trace out the ehain 
dated  2nd M arch, 1869. 6f  agents thrbugh whom
From  C om m issioner, No. 100, dated  8 th  reinforcement of men
M arch , 1869, w ith  enclosure. ar*d supplies of money
T o Com m issioner, No. 1893, dated  19th were sent up to the
M arch 1869. North-Western Fron­

tier,, and in. the inquiries which have since been made thi&
object has been steadily kept in view.

3. In the course of the investigations, which are carried 
on a t Rajmehal, it appeared clear to Mr. Reily that Patna was 
the link between Bengal and the frontier, and he accordinly 
proceeded to that place. Information was there received tha t 
money collected for Jehad from the east, was received by one 
Mobaruk Ali, and by him made over to one Khoorshed Ali* 
who sent it to the Hindoostanees on the frontier; and the account 
books found in a shop, which was managed by Khoorshed Ali,. 
afforded strong\presumptive evidence of these facts. Mr. Reily 
was directed to follow up the clue which he had thus obtained* 
and in the mearitime warrants were issued for the detention 
o f Mobaruk Ali and Khoorshed Ali under Regulation III of 1818..

4. A petition of Khoorshed Ali to postmaster of Patna*
on the subject of certain of his remittances, as well as the 
account books above referred to, afforded some further clues as 
to the mode in which collections were rem itted to the frontier 
and it was deemed advisable to follow up these clues as far 
as Benares and Delhi. Accordingly, the Governments of the
North Western Provinces and the Punjab were requested to instruct 
their police to co-operate with the officers whom M r, Reily might 
depute to work the inquiries at those places. /

5. At Delhi the house o f one Oomaid Ali having been sear­
ched, a large number of letters were found, which flow ed that 
he was the principal Wahabee agent of Mobaruk Ali at Delhi* 
jointly with another person named Mahommed Ameen, alias 
Abiadoolah, alias Ameen-oo-deen. Oomaid Ali confessed to the 
Hindoostanees beyond the frontier; that he and Ameen-oo-Deen 
forwarded these letters to their destination by cassids [ i. e. Qasid
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o r  messenger], and that he received letters from the frontier for 
Mobaruk Ali, which he made over to his son Tobaruk Ali also 
called Kadir Bux. He also stated that the cossids carried gold 
mohurs in belts or bags tied round their waists; that the money 
was taken as far as Rawul Pindee by them, and that it was the-, 
uce conveyed beyond the frontier by Khatrees. The letters 
found in Oomaid Ali’s house show that the Wahabee movement 
is extensively ramified, and that there are agents stationed at 
Saharunpore, Jelum, at Dinapore, at Roorkee, and at several 
o ther places.

6. A story told by Oomaid Ali deserves to be especially 
mentioned. He said that one day he saw two men in she shop 
o f Ameen-oo-Deen regarding whom the latter was at first un- 
'willing to make any communication, but that on being press­
ed he subsequently stated that they had been sent by Feroze 
Shah with letters to the Deccan Rajahs reminding them of the 
promises they made during the mutiny, and asking them to send 
(the money) and to meet Mm at the river Hamoon (Oxus) ; that the 
letters bore the impression... on which were the names of all the 
kings of the Timour family, with the name of Feroze Shah in 
the centre ; and that the Deccan Rajahs had made no reply nor 
sent any money, (which was asked) in the letters and refused 
to make any promises.

7. The Government of the Punjab was moved to order 
the detention of Oomaid Ali under Regulation III of 1818 pen­
ding further inquiries. Moulvie Ameen-oo-Deen, on hearing of 
Oomid Ali’s arrest, had left Delhi with all his (possessions. But) 
hp has been arrested by District Superintendent (of Police) of 
Backergunge, and is now detained in the Dacca Jail. Tobaruck 
Ali, the son of-Mobaruck, has also been arrested, and is under 
detention in the Patna Jail.

^8. One Moulvie Nazeer Hosein (was said to be) present 
when Omaid Ali saw the two agents of Feroze Shah at Ameen- 
oo-Deen*s lihop. Working upon this clue, M r. Reily made cer­
tain discoveries, which led him to believe that the Moulvie was 
the principal Wahabee leader in Delhi, and that Oomaid Ali 
and Ameen-oo-Deen only acted (in) co-ordination with him. He 
seized and forwarded certain letters found in his house, and



Police Investigation : Government o f  Madras 45

recommended his detention under Regulation III of 1818. But 
tlie Lieutenant-Governor could see no ground for connecting 
Nazeer Hosein’s correspondence with the Wahabee movement, 
and, indeed, with some exception, there was nothing in his 
letters of even a suspicious character. The Government of Punjab 
was, however, requested to issue a warrant for his detention, 
under Regulation III of 1818, if that Government should be 
satisfied th a t there were otherwise sufficient reasons for his (arrest).

9. Mr. Reily’s proposal to follow up certain clues to Pesha­
war has been submitted to the Government of India, with the 
letter from this Office No. 1925, o f the 19th ultimo. At Saha- 
runpore the house of one Sadut Ali, who was said to have had 
■dealings with Ameen-oo-Deen, was searched and several letters 
were found, but they revealed scarcely any evidence. In Raj- 
-shahye, three persons, named Moner-oo-Deen, Khoda Bux and 
.Suffee Hajji were arrested on a charge of abetting the waging 
o f war upon the Queen, and the result of the preliminary in­
quiry held in their case by the Jo in t Magistrate, Mr. Verner, 
will be found among the papers forwarded herewith. Suffee 
Hajji has since been released but the two others are still held 
under detention.

10. With what success the other clues which have been 
found may be worked up will be reported hereafter. The lea­
ding agents and instruments that have been already discovered 

■will be kept under restraint pending the final determination 
o f Government on the whole case. At present it seems doubt­
ful whether proceedings should be taken in the criminal courts 
•against any of them, and still more doubtful whether, if taken, 
they would prove successful.

11. W ith reference to the 2nd paragraph of your letter 
■under reply, I am to state that, in the Lieutenant-Governor’s opi­
nion, the law (as it now) stands, does require amendment so 
as to meet such cases as that of these Wahabee... and where 
seems to be no satisfactory provision in ths present Penal Code. 
His Honour ( remembers ? )  that a Section, aimed against sedi­
tious conduct, was included in the original draft Code as Section 
113, but was afterwards omitted. There can be no doubt, His 
H onour thinks, that, where a population is at once ignorant
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and fanatical, as are the Mahommeda,ns of India, seditious prea­
ching ought to be made a substantive offence.

•

From the Inspector-General of Police, Lower Provinces, to tha
Secretary ta  the Government of Bengal, (d a te d  Monghyr,
20th February, 1869, No. 121T).

In forwarding a report No. 52, dated 13th instant, from  
Mr. Reily, Special Deputy Inspector-General, I have the honour 
to recommend that the Punjab Government may be at once moved 
to order the detention of Oomaid Ali under Regulation III o f 
1818.

2. Tobaruck Ali alias Khoda Bux has been already arrested 
by the Magistrate of Patna on a warrant granted by you.

3. I also beg that instructions may be issued to d ep u ty  
Magistrate Ishree Pershad, directing him to act under the orders, 
of the Deputy Commissioners of Delhi and Umballa.

8
From the Special Deputy Inspector-General of Police, to the

Inspector-General of Police, Lower Provinces,-(dated Delhi,
13th February, 1869, No. 52).

On my return from Rajshahye to headquarters I received 
a telegram from Baboo Ishree Pershad from Delhi, which nece­
ssitated my leaving by express train for this place.

2. In accordance with the orders of Government, No. 198, 
dated the 11th of January, 1869, Baboo Ishree Pershad was- 
directed to proceed to Patna and place himself at my disposal.

3. On the 21st January, Ishree Pershad ascertained that the 
Chief of the' Wahabees, Mobaruck Ali, who has been detained 
on my report (from the Jail ? ) at Patna, under orders of the 
Government, No. 6867, dated 23rd December, 1868, had presen­
ted a petition, on the 22nd of November, 1868, to- the Post­
master of Patna, in which he stated that he had despatched 
a registered letter containing the first halves of Bank Notes, 
to the address of Oomaid Ali of Delhi, on the 7th of M ay,
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1868, which had reached its destination; but another registered 
letter which he had despatched On the 26th o f  May, 1868, addressed 
to  Moulvie Mahommed Ameen, had not reached-; and he prayed 
that inquiries may be m ade for the missing letter.

4. Babob Ishree Pershad came to Calcutta with this peti­
tion of MObaruck Ali, which he obtained from the Post Office 
a t Patna; he dfeserves every credit for ferreting out the petition. 
The clue appeared good, and I directed Ishree Pershad to proceed 
a t  once to Delhi and search the houses of Oomaid Ali and 
Mahommed Ameen. I Applied for an advance o f Rupees 300 
for Ishree Pershad on his urging that he had no fund (to meet 
his) expenses for so long a journey. The advance was sanctioned 
under Government Order No. 29, dated the 25th January 1869.

5. It appears Baboo Ishree Pershad did not reach Delhi 
till the 2nd o f February; and on the 5th of February, Major 
Orchard, the Deputy Superintendent, obtained warrants from 
the  Assistant Commissioner and searched the houses of the 
merchants, whose names appear in the account books found at 
Patna in the shop of the (Haji ? ) Elahie Bux, under the mana­
gement of Khoorshed Ali; and also the house of Oomaid Ali, 
{to wh:>m) the registered letter, containing the first halves of 
the Bank Notes, had been sent, as stated in Mobaruck Ali’s 
petition to the Postmaster o f Patna. In this man’s house a 
.great number of letters have been found, which prove - th a t he 
"was the principal Wahabee agent o f Mobaruek Ali jointly with 
Moulvie Mohommed Ameen in this city. On his being arrested, 
he made a confession which has been recorded, before the Deputy 
Commissoner of Delhi.

6. He admits that he has received letters from Mobaruck Ali 
o f  Patna addressed to the Hindoostanees beyond the frontier. 
He stated that he and Mahommed Ameen have sent these letters 
to  their destination through several cossids (i.e., messengers). He 
names, as the principal cossids, Tobaruck Ali, Abdool Samud, 
Abdool Gunnee, Mahommed Oosman, and Sadukoollah. He has 
since named Sheik Ah'med Ali and Hydeatollah. 'He also admits 

th a t he has received letters from the frontier for Mobaruck 
Ali, which he made (over to his) son Tobaruck Ali, who is also 
called KadirBux. The cossids, he states, carried gold mohurs in
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doosuttee belts or bags tied round their waists. He states that
the money is taken as far as Rawul Pindee by these cossids, from 
which place it is taken beyond the frontier by Khatrees.

7. He also tells a story, which it is necessary, I should men­
tion. He states that one day, in the shop o f Moulvie Mahommed 
Ameen he met Sadukoollah and another person. He asked 
M ahmmed Ameen who the men were ; at first, he hesitated to- 
tell him, but on his pressing Mahommed Ameen, he said that 
the two men had been sent by Feroze Shah with letters for the 
Deccan Rajahs, and they had returned from the Deccan. On 
asking why they had been to the Rajahs, Moulvie Mahommed 
Ameen replied they had taken letters from Feroze Shah to the 
Rajahs ; the purport of the letters was reminding them of the 
promises they made at the period of the mutiny, and asking the 
Rajahs to send him money and to join Feroze Shah at the river 
Hamoon (Oxus). The Rajahs had not sent any reply, nor had 
they sent money, but had burnt Feroze Shah’s letters, and refused 
to make any promises. The letters had on them the Seal o f  
Feroze Shah, which is described as being almost a span in 
diameter. On it are the names of all the kings of the T im ur 
family, and in the centre the name of Feroze Shah. This story, 
if true, would* prove that Moulvie Mahommed Ameen had enter­
tained messengers who had attempted to tamper with the Deccan 

'C hiefs, and that Feroze Shah had some hopes of obtaing the 
aid of the Rajahs.

8. It is to be regretted that Moulvie Mahomed Ameen 
alias Abiadoollah, alias Ameen-oo-Deen, had left Delhi on 
hearing of the arrest of Mobaruck Ali, and had carried with 
him his pepers. It appears this man is a native of Backer- 
gunge, and has married the daughter of Azim-oo-Deen, or Sheik 
Bhutto, (his?) uncle, well-known hide merchant and notorious 
Wahabee in the city o f Dacca. As soon as I return to Bengal, 
I shall do my utmost to arrest Moulvie Mahommed Ameen. 
He appears to have been one of the chief agents of Mobaruck 
Ali in Delhi. I have already sent telegrams to the M agistrate 
of Patna and District Superintendent (of Police) of Dacca to- 
trace him. The latter informs nje that Ameen-oo-deen is a t  
Mymensing. I have directed his arrest, and should he be arrested*
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on hearing of the same from the D istrict Superintendent, I beg 
that application may be made to the Government to detain him. 
in the Jail a t Dacca under Regulation III of 1818.

9. Out of the great number o f  letters found in the house 
of Omaid Ali a few have been examined, and they certainly 
leave no manner of doubt that we have hit on the right men. 
A letter, dated 10th Suffee1 (?), 1276, signed by Yea ( Yahya ) 
Ali himself, shows that Omaid Ali had been brought from  
Rampore on purpose to be associated with Moulvie Mahommed 
Ameen as one of the Wahabee agents. Another letter shows 
that one Moulvie Ahmed Ali and Saduk Ali are the agents, 
at Saharunpore. Another letter shows tha t one Bharun-oo-Deen, 
a Punjabee, and brother of one M oulvie Meamun, is the age­
nt a t Jelum. Another letter Would show that Peer Mahommed 
is the agent at Dinapore. It is worthy of notice that the. 
daughter of this Peer Mahommed is the wife of Tobaruck Ali, 
the son of Mobaruck Ali, who has been arrested and is now in 
the Deegah Jail. From another letter it would appear one Natay 
Khan*aq,d Syud Abdoollah are agents a t Rookree. Some of the 
letters*"evidently refer to the value of gold mohurs, which are

^y-ljided to as books valued at Rupees 19, and Rupees 15, and 
Rlipees 16, while the price of the books named are only Rupees
2, and 3. In another, gold mohurs are referred to as shoes o f  
different kinds.

10. It will take time to follow up the several clues which have, 
been found referring to agents and cossids, which will necessitate 
visits to different places in the Punjab. In the meanwhile I beg 
to suggest that the Punjab Government may be requested to 
order the detention of Omaid Ali according to the spirit of Regula­
tion III of 1818, with permission for Ishree Pershad to take him 
into his custody under a proper guard, whenever he finds i t  
necessary to make use of him. Omaid Ali is a native of Backer 
gunge which is under the Bengal Government. He has confessed 
that he is a Wahabee agent ; that he has forwarded money and. 
letters to the Hindoostanees beyond the frontier. The letters

1. Probably Safar, the second month of the A rabic calender.

' 7 —
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and  papers which have been found on him relate to Wahabee 
transactions, and are, to say the least, suspicious and corroborate 
his confession.

11'. The Magistrate of Patna has arrested Tobaruck Ali. 
Several letters of this man have been found on Oomaid Ali whose 
■confession proves that Tobaruck Ali has taken a very active part 
in the business. He despatched letters and money to the frontier 
and has himself done duty as a cossid. I would suggest that 
application may be made to  Government to detain Tobaruck 
Ali in the Deegah Jail under the provisions of Regulation III 
o f  1818.

l i .  I believe it will be expedient to Place Ishree pershad 
under the superintendence of M ajor Orchard, the District Superin­
tendent of Police in Delhi, and of M ajor Tughe, the District 
Superintendent of Police at Umballa. I  shall run up to Delhi 
and the Punjab whenever I find ifc is necessary I should do 
so ; but Isfiree Pershad himself is anxious to work with the two 
officers named above, who have assisted us, and will continue 
to  do so if  permitted to have an interest in these proceedings. 
Major Orchard have zealously assisted both Ishi'ee Pershad and 
myself, and I feel greatly indebted to him for the very earnest 
manner in which he has taken up the present inquiries.

13. I  beg to state that Baboo Ishree Pershad is working 
with much zeal and intelligence, and I could not have had a 
better man to work these inquiries. I would also bring to the 
notice of the Isn^ector-Genera! that this Department has been 
hitherto successful in all the districts to which we have been 
up fo this tim e. We have been successful at Patna, and now 
we have completely broken up the agents in the city of Delhi, 
and we have every hope of tracing the agents further north 
link by link to the frontier.

&
Prom  the Officiating Junior Secretary to the Government of Bengal.

to the Inspector-General o f Police, Lower Provinces,-(dated
Fort William, 24th February, 1869, No. 1'35F).
In reply to your letter No. 121T, o f the 20th instant, I 

am  directed to inform you that the Government of the Punjab
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has been requested to issue orders for the detention of Omaid 
Ali under Regulation III of 1818. Application has also been 
made to that Government for the issue of the necessary ins­
tructions to the Deputy Commissioners o f Delhi and U m balla, 
with a view to Baboo Ishree Pershad acting under the orders 
o f the District Superintendents of those district.

2. The Lieutenant-Governor notices with great satisfaction, 
that Baboo Ishree Pershad is working with much zeal and 
intelligence.

1 0

From the Officiating Junior Secretary to the Government o f  
Bengal, to the Secretary to the Government of Punjab,-  
(dated Fort William, 24th February, 1869, No. 1352).

I am directed to forward herewith, a copy of a letter*
* N o. 121T, dated with its enclosure, from the Inspector- 

20th February, 1869. General o f Police, Lower Provinces, and 
to request that His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor of the- 
Puniab may be pleased to order detention of Omaid Ali under 
Regulation III of 1818, with permission for Baboo Ishree Pershad 
to  take him into his custody under a proper guard whenever he- 
finds it necessary to make use of him.

2. With reference to paragraph 12 of Mr. Reily’s letter, 
I am also to request that the necessary instructions may b& 
issued to the Deputy Commissioner of Delhi and Umballa, with 
a view to Baboo Ishree Pershad being permitted to work under 
the orders of the District Superintendents of Police of those: 
districts.

n

Memorandum from Lieutenant-Colonel A. H. Paterson, for Ins­
pector-General of Police, Lower Provinces,-( dated Fort 
William, 1st March, 1869, No. 1290).

Forwarded to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
in Judicial Department, in continuation of this office N o .'12IT, 
of the 28th ultimo, for the information of His Honour th& 
Lieutenant-Governor.
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Enclosure No. 1.

Statement of Omaid Ali, the son o f Mohmud Ali, caste Sheik, 
age 40 years, inhabitant of Baborgunge, taken before me 
Carr Stephen, Magistrate of Delhi, on the 15th February, 
1869.
I am a native of Tarra Chur, Pergunnah Mooladi, Zillah 

Backergunge. When twelve years of age, I left home to learn 
to read. I went to a village in Furreedpore to the house of 
■one Nojeboollah Kolifa, a tailor. I learnt to sew clothes 
and to read the Koran. After about six or seven months 
my brother, Imdalli, heard of me, when I concealed myself and 
■went secretly to Calcutta and remained in a musjid (i.e., mosque) 
near Machooa Bazar with a Moulvie who resided there, and read 
■with him ; I remained there about a year, and met a fellow-student 
named Altimooddin, or Imoddin, resident of Furreedpore, who 
asked me to proceed to Delhi, and I came with him to Delhi 
by Jaharkund and Gya [Gaya], About ten or twelve years before 
the mutiny Moulvie Velait Ali, 1 of Patna, Azimabad, came to 
Delhi and put up in Mohulah Cashmere Gate, and I was in the 
habit of hearing him preach (waez). He used to preach “ that 
whoever joins in a jehad he will be blessed, and whoever cannot 

join but sitting here aids in the work he will also be blessed” . 
After some time Moulvie Velait Ali went to Peshawar, and thous­
ands of Mussulmans in kafelahs began to arrive at this place 
and put up in the serais and musjids and then proceed to 
Peshawar. Moulvie Iman Ali (deceased), who lived in the fort, 
directed me, according to the order of Moulvie Velait Ali, to aid 
the jehadees in every way. I used to perform this duty acccording 
to  their instructions. I pointed out to the kafelahs the places 
•where they could put up, and showed them the way. Moulvie 
Iman Ali a n d -‘Abdul Aziz, the shoe-maker, Hussain Bux, Wazir 
Bage, Mohim Khan, and others used to supply the jehadees with 
money for their expenses. I used to distribute the money to 
them. I sometimes used to give them cash, and sometimes 
supplied them with shoes, and if  any of them fell sick I took

1. i. «., M awlawi W ilayat Ali o f  P a tna , w ho succeeded Sayyid A hm ad Shahid  
to the leadership o f Tariqah-i-Muhammadiyah m ovem ent.
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them to my hause and fed them and nursed them, and then will 
give them money and showed them the road to tlie west. They 
used to go to Zillah Kagan, which is beyond Lukt Hazrah, where 
they went to jehad, and in Bullakote and in Pakalee. Until the 
mutiny I performed these duties, and Shumshooddin, a Bengalee, 
and Mahommed Shuffee, a Bengalee, and several others assisted 
me to those duties. They have gone some to jehad, some to their 
homes, and others have died. During the mutiny I remained at 
the fort, and after the plunder of Delhi, I remained at Nezamoodin. 
I  then went to Rampore with Moulvie Besharatoollah, of Zillah 
jessore and Gasee Khansamah, of Zillah Burdwan, and with Nazir 
Yarkuzgee Ali and others. I remained there at the musjid, and 
was a teacher, and put up in the house of Nizamooddin, a 
Punjabee. When Moulvie Yea [Yahya] Alii, of Azimabad, heard 
that I was a t Rampore, I sent him a- letter and he in reply 
sent this letter, which in marked (alif)11 which was found in 
my house. This letter m arked (ba)2 was also found in my 
house ; also this letter marked ( t a ) 3 was sent to me
by Yea ( Yahya) Ali. He informed me that Moulvie Farut 
Hoossin having died he had succeeded him in his office. Yea 
Ali asked me to return to Delhi ; and I received a letter from 
Moulvie Abdul Khader of Delhi, inviting me to attend his son’s 
marriage and to become a helper. He informed me that he had 
returned to Delhi with his wife. I returned and remained in 
Mohullah Banglah Sayd Ferose. j  remained there seven or eight 
months. I then went to Agra, and to take to recover some 
money which was due. j recovered some and did not realise the 
rest. After three months I returned to Delhi and remained fof 
a  year in the Punjabee Kutrah. I then remained ( to ? )  the 
Pahargunge Musjid. There Abdul Samud and Sheik Amaid Ali, 
and one or two Bengalees, that is Oosman, Abdul Gunny, of 
Soorujgur, and some others, whose names I cfo not remember, 
and men like them began to come to me and go, for about five 
years. They used to bring money from Mobaruck Ali and others, 
and were in the habit of remaining with me a day, or some

1. j . the first le tter o f the P erso-A rab ic-U rdu  a lphabe t.
2 . the second te tte r  o f  idem.
3. i. e., the th ird  le tte r o f idem.
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days and then proceed to the west to the jehadees at Settanah, 
who were with Moulvie Abdullah and Feaz (tayyaz) Ali. At 
first hoondees used to come for Lahore and Peshawar from Azima- 
bad, but when some of the hoondees were seized and they were 
alarmed, j»old mohurs'were tied round the waists and iaken up, 
and these gold m ohurs came from Azimabad ; "al&o they brought 
letters from Abdullah and Feaz Ali and the jeHadees, and con­
veyed them to iviofearuck Ali and others. About a month and 
haif ago, a cossid named Abdul Wahid Khan, who lives some­
where near Azimabad, returned from Abdullah and Feaz Ali 
from the west with papers and had letters for Mobaruck Ali 
and others. In this way men came and went. About eight or 
nine months ago, two cossids of Feroze Shah, one named Saduckoo- 
ilah, of Rajmehal or Bhaugulpore, and another man, a Bengalee,, 
whose name I do not remember, came with a number of letters, 
addressed to Rajahs and put up in the old Eedga Serai, and 
searching for me came to Pahargunge. I had gone to Moulvie 
Hafizoollah Khan to hear him preach, and thus they missed 
seeing me. They left word with my scholar that they would 
be found at the shop of Ameen-oo-Deen of Backergunge, which 
is at Durreba, and that I should meet them there in the after­
noon. I went accordingly to the shop of Ameen-oo-Deen and 
saw the two cossids of Feroze Shah sitting there, who were 
relating all about the west to Ameen-oo-l>een. At first on seeing 
me they remained quiet, but on Ameen-oo-Deen saying “ this 
is Omaid Ali” , they began to talk to me also. They said we 
have come from the west from Feroze Shah, and those’who are 
jehadees there. I asked where is Feroze Shah ? They said he 
was at Settanah with Moulvie Abdullah, and they had brought 
letters from him. I aked, let me see the letters ; they said, 
we will do so after you have found for us Feroze Shah’s brother, 
we will show the letters in his presence. They said they will 
put up in the Serai. “You find Firoze Shah’s brother” . I sea­
rched the next day and went to Nizam-oo-Deen, but did not 
find him there. People said that he lived in the city behind 
the Bungul Kumeah (?). f  found his house. He was not a t 
home. I went home. The cossids,came to me to enquire; I said,
I have found him; They said, take us to him or bring him to
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us. I went to Izdah Bux; he said do not bring them to my 
house, I will go tomorrow, Fatick Hobas Khan, to NazirI, I
Hooscain to consult him. I will meet them there. The two co­
ssids came to my house, and I wsnt with them cfose to Nazir 
Hoossain’s house and we stood outside the house. After about 
-an hour Izdah Bux arrived. I said to him these are two cossids 
who came from your brother. In that place there was a ruined 
house which was empty, to which Izdah Bux took me and the 
■cossids. At first, they began to talk about household affairs. 
I  then satisfied the cossids that this man is Feroze Shah’s 
brother. On this the cossids delivered a number of letters to 
Izdah Bux. I and Izdah Bux opened the letters and read them. 
The letters were addressed to Rajahs, whose name I do not 
Temember. It was written that “ they should assist him as they had 
promised to do so. I will be at river Hamoo” . There was also 
a letter for a Mooktear or Aid-de-Camp of a Rajah, asking to  
sell some jewels worth about two-ond-a-half lakhs, which were 
with him, and to send the value by some means fo Firoze Shah. 
There was also a letter for Izdah Bux himself. The cossids 
asked him to accompany them and help them and to receive 
she jewels and dispose of them, and to send the money to his 
brother. Izdah Bux said, I cannot do anything. I have set up 
a  shop. The cossids said, such letters^ cannot come always; 
you better keep the letters and we shall go back to  Feroze 
Shah and inform him that your brother has not courage to 
engage in this matter, and you can act as Feroze Shah dire­
cts; we shall have to come again. At this time when half the 
letters were folded and were lying open, Moulvi Nazir Hooss- 
ain came to, the place with^two or three Mussulmen, conversing 
with each other. He saw the letters, some open, some folded;

did not ask anything about the letters then. Izdah Bux 
folded the letters and took them home, and the cossids went 
io  the Serai, and the Moulvie and his companions remained 
there with me. I said to tfie fvloiilvie these are Feroze Shah’s 
cossids, who have brought letters, and’ have given the letters 
to his brother Izdah £ux; but the Moulvie Kept talking to his 
Friends, gave me no repfy. "fhis happened about eight o r nine 
months ago. The letters hd'd on them a great seal o f Feroze
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Shah, and the purport of the letters were to help in the war with 
the Sirkar, English. After this, other cossids came from the 
west and went to Azimabad and other places. No cossids have 
since come from Feroze Shah. It is three months since Sheik 
Imad Ali, who lives near Azimabad, came from the east and 
went west. I used to help from this place. Thousands of rupees 
(were ) brought from the east and were sent to the west. I 
asked the cossids, where does (the money) go ? They replied, the 
money goes for the Jehadees who aie engaged in the fight--- 
and who have been fighting Sirkar, English, and the men who 
are helpers in the (fight also share) the money.

Ameen-oo-Deen, I have known for twenty years and met 
him at Delhi, and we used to go to hear Velait Ali (i. e. Mawlawi 
Wilayat Ali.) preach, and we were great friends. He used to deal in 
books, and used to help the jehadees in every way with money. 
He gave them money himself. He engaged in worldly affairs, 
and also helped the Jehadees. About two months ago he went 
to Mobaruck Ali at Azimabad, and he also intended to visit 
Dacca and his home. He told me to help by every means in this 
work of jehad. He was sent for by Mobaruck Ali, and he had 
also received letters from his father-in-law, Azim-oo-Deen, sen- • 
ding for him. Mobaruck Ali had sent for him to assist in the work 
of jehad. I cannot tell now whether he is at Azimabad or whether 
he is gone to Dacca. Mobaruck Ali is constantly helping in 
the jehad and remits money. To my knowledge there is no one 
else in Delhi who aids in this business.

Moulvie Sadat Ali and Moulvie Imud Ali of Baotea ( ? )  
Saharunpore, had transactions with Ameen-oo-Deen. I cannot say 
whether they gave ready money.

In Umballa I recollect that one Mahomed Hoossain, who 
is either a goomastah or friend of Mahommed Suffee, helps in. 
this jehad business.

In Lahore Moulvie Hadjee Abdool Suttar was a helper in 
this business, but since his death another man has been appointed, 
whose name I do not remember.

In Rawul Pindee there are three persons, one is named 
Abdoollah Shah, who comes from the east, and who lives in 
the city of Peshawar, another named Cassim Ali, a native o f
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Bengal, who Jives in the Lalkoortee, at Rawul Pindee ; I  do not 
remember the name of the third. Cossids go to and come from 
these men. They help in the jehad.

In Peshawar, near the Bazar Kissakhanee, is Hydyatoollah, 
who lives in some masjid and helps in this work o f jehad, and 
one or two Villaitees ( i. e., wilayatis or foreigners ) also come to  
him. These men take up the money received by him from Hindoo- 
stan, and they also accompany the jehadees and whatever is 
brought for the jehadees. The Villaitees buy them through the 
Khatrees and take up to the jehadees.

I also heard from Saduckoollah, Feroze Shah’s cossid, that 
when he was fighting in Hindoostan, one or two men were with 
him when he went to the jungles, that is, when Feroze Shah- 
went to Iran or Persia. These men returned to their homes- 
either at Barielly or Lucknow. Feroze Shah had told the cossids 
to inquire about them as these men could cast brass .guns 
with great skill, and knew how to  manufacture gun caps ~ 
and they were to find these men and take them to him. Feroze- 
Shah also told them to inquire who were left at Delhi o f  his 
fellow-students. 1 told the names of those I could recollect, 
th a t is, Moulvie Zeaooddin, who lives a t the Phool-ka-mindi at 
the Delhi G ate ; Roheem Bux, who lives a t the Sudder Bazar, wha 
has gone to M ayw ut; Munsoor Ali Khan, who lives at the Nihi 
Surruck. I said, these are the men left who were disciples o f  
Moulvie Myhebool Ali, and there may be others whose names 
I do not know.

The letter marked (soy)1 was found in my house. The letter 
marked ( jim  )2 was also found in my house. The letter marked 
(hay)3 from Seazooddeen, was found in my house. Kadir Bus 

< alias Tobaruck Ali, the son of Mobaruck Ali o f Azimabad, per­
forms all the work for jehad ; and Mobaruck Ali is the leader 
in this work and helps constantly, and he is appointed in the 
place (by ? )  Yea (/. e. Yahya) Ali. Two years ago Tobaruck Ali 
alias Kadir Bux came to Delhi and put up in Hoossain Bux’s-

1. i .e . ,  the 4th le tte r o f  the Perso-A rab ic-U rdu alphabet.
2. i. e., the  5th le tte r  o f  the idem.
3. ». e., the 6 th  le tte r o f  the idem.

8 -
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Madr^ssa ; he made it appear that he was studying, but in reality 
he \^a,s engaged in work o f the jehad, and the cossids used to 
j o  to him. I have repeatedly seen them go to him. The money 
w$\ich came from the east went first to him, and he used to 
despatch them to the west. In fact, he was a helper in the work. 
Vfe. were in the habit of seeing each other constantly. About
a .vyear ago, he returned to Azimabad by Deobund. After he left, 
Ameen-oo-Deen and I did all the work. Three or four times 
letters came from Mobaruck Ali with notes in them, in the 
nam e of Ameen-oo-Deen. The covers were addressed to me. 
Ameen-oo-Deen used to cash the notes from mahajuns, sometimes 
from the Neelkutra, and sometimes, he said, he bought books 
“with the notes. Once Ameen-oo-Deen told me that some notes 
-have not reached him, and that he would petition about it. I 
asked the cossids who came from  the east, “ who were in this 
business ?”  They said, Zorwar Khan, Bahadur Khan, DelawarKhan, 
-and others, who give money as help to the jehad, and these 
men live some at Bhaugulpore and some at Dinapore. Kadir 
Bux had credit with Syud Mohomed, dokandar ( i.e., shop­
keeper ) at Durrebah, and Syud Mohorzum, who lives at Montaz 
A li's printing press at Chittah Kubber. I do no t know whe­
ther these men were aware of this business.

The letter marked (khay )* is Ameen-oo-Deen’s. It came 
.from Umritsur ; it was found on me.

Abbas Ali is a resident of Jessore, and Seraz-oo-Deen is a 
resident of Rajshahye ; they lived with us at Delhi and Rampore, 
but they did not help us in this jehad business, but know all 
about it. They have gone home. This letter marked (dal)1
found on me was written from  Umritsur by Ameen-oo-Deen.

Letters marked (rah)3 (zay)4 (seen)5 (shin)6 soad, zood, toe, 
-zoe, ain, gain, .phah, kaf, and covers marked kaf, gaf, lam, mim, 
noon, oaw, and ha, and many other letters found in# my house.

J .  i .e . ,  the  7th le tte r  o f  the Perso-A rabic-U rdu alphabet.
2. i. e., th e  8 th  le tte r o f  the idem.
3. i .e . ,  th e  9th le tte r o f  the idem.
4. i ,  e ., th e  10th le tte r o f the idem.
5. i .e . ,  th e  U th  le tte r o f  the idem.

•€. i. e., the  12th le tte r  o f  the idem., and  the rest serially  follow.
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Taken down in my presence and hearing, arfft fcotftSifiV'tfie 
confession, free and unextorted, made without the fS&  of-^uAist— 
ment and hope of forgiveness o f Oraaid Ali, son of Mohomed A li.

(Sd.) Carr Stephen, Magistrate.
Delhi, 15th February, 1869.

y « v>\ i

Enclosure No. 2 : p
1 1 1 i 11 *

Statement 'o f Izdah Bux, son of Mirza ^Nazim,. residfent o f
Tarah Bearam Khan, age30years, shop-keeper, beforeme C arr

i i,  tr,' in
Steppen, Magistrate o f Delhi, on the 15th February, 1869.

’  U ?  < ) • ‘ - i l l  ■

About ten or eleven months ago Karee O t a atfd Ali scanfd tb‘my 
house and said two Mussulmen have come from you't-'1 b ro ther 
Meerza Feroze Shah and are asking for you;* i f  £ou' lavish' I will 
bring them here, or take them anywherd you may'witfh to'” meet 
them. I said to Karee, “ do not bring them fikres bfft t h a r t  shall go 
to Moulvie Mohomed Nazeer Hoossairi' 6f'FattlfekfHbobaS *Khari> 
tomorrow, and I would meet the cossids Ofi tfrfe rdadi”  ' -In *ttie' mttr- 
ning we met. I do no know the natae 'of the coy ids;:th e^ a v &  
me a bag of letters, and said, the 'le tte rs  wer&'fdFRajShs Snd 
one for me. They said “ take thesef lett^s-’laSld  ̂ 'deliVft* tHefn to- 
the Rajahs and besides we have s6metftitig-els‘6 to 1 say; shall 
we say it here or elsewhere ?” I said, ^TcanrioVdfcUVdF'fhe^e lett­
ers for l a m  engaged in my own bu£in6ss;~an&'t\Vo df-itfy chiltireh 
are ill, and I have no time and ‘I 4hi' ty 'eiigajje'cl' in"tlle 
business of my shop.” The cossids'^aiB', <h,P ,y6fr do^the-^voi'k, 
you will rise in the world” . I repli6dy',*I cantidt d'0,'thisiJbu£̂ ^■e's$̂ :',' 
“You c'ame here on this work, ‘you^'fetteP 'doJthat-'is ’-required, 
for I live under the Government ,&'ridt,i t ‘ Mil gb <-fil withbanfc 
and tny children.” I returned tfa6! le!Cfe'fs"tO' thfeirf after daricid4do- 
not know where they went and Wh'fenfthd^U^Ft. *Thferlbci^ remained 
with me from the morning to ' tlid ' f  Sen!t.fori th:€r cos-
$ids to my house in the evening ^tnh1 'gcl've1 theituifhe^bag. .Nazeer 
Hoosain did not'see the 'bag. ^  ! 0I* % w I ^  i^ritoir t><n>

Taken down in my presence' 'in k  liejftin^’atfiS 46’ iii a i US' £ &&
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-admission made without the fear of punishment or hope of pardon 
by Izdah Bux, son of Mirza Nazim.

(Sd.) Carr Stephen.
Delhi, 15 th February, 1869.

Enclosure No. 3 :

‘Copy of a letter from J. H. Reily, Esq. Special Deputy Inspector-
General of Police, to the Inspector-General of Police, Lower
Provinces ; dated Delhi, 16th February, 1869, Nor. 54.

In continuation of my letter No. 52, dated 13th instant, I 
have the honour to  submit verbatim translations o f the statements 
m ade before the Magistrate of Delhi yesterday by Omaid Ali and 
Izdah Bux.

2. The statement of Omaid Ali implicates several persons 
in  different places. I shall make every inquiry before I proceed 
against tbese men. It will be remarked that Omaid Ali is a 
Bengalee, Ameen-oo-Deen is also a Bengalee. M ost of the influ­
ential Wahabee Moulvies in this part of the country are natives 
o f Bengal. I t  seems as if the Wahabees found Bengalee agents 
useful in carrying out their plots, whiie the labour of converting 
money and sending letters is left to Hindoostanees.

3. The statement of Izdah Bux corroborates that of Omaid 
A li, as regards the letters for the Rajahs received from Feroze 
Shah, though it is clear, he purposely denied in his written state­
ment that Moulvie Nazeer Hoossain was present at the time, 
for he distinctly told Major Orchard and Ishree Pershad that 
Nazeer Hoossain was present. This Nazeer Hoossain is also a 
native, of Bengal, and we now find he is the actual Wahabee 
deader in Delhi, and Omaid Ali and Ameen-oo-Deen were his 
subordinates. I have seized his papers, and, though from the 
influence he has in Delhi, it will be difficult to obtain evidence 
against him, I shall do my best to arrive at the truth.

4. Izdah Bux is a Shazadah, the brother of Feroze Shah, 
whose mother is living here in the same hut with her son Izdah 
Bux. They are in great distress. Izdah Bux keeps a shop, and
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any one in Delhi may buy a yard o f calico from one of the Princes 
of Delhi. “ So passes away the glory of the world”,.

5. I have heard from the M agistrate of Patna that the 
papers found on Tabaruck Ali implicate some men at Meerut. 
The papers will be made over to Baboo Ishree Pershad for 
inquiry.

12
From  the Inspector-General of Police, Lower Provinces, to  the 

Secretary to the Government of Bengal, in the Judicial and 
Political Departments,-(dated Bhaugulpore, 27th February, 
1869, No. 156T ).
I have the honour to forward a copy of a further report 

from M r. J. H. Reily, Special Deputy Inspector-General, on the 
Subject of the Wahabees, and to suggest tha t the recommendation* 

* W ith reference to  th  deten tion  contained in his paragraph
o f M oulvie N azeer H oossain . No. 3  be carried out.

13
Prom  the Special Deputy Inspector-General of Police, to the Ins­

pector-General o f Police, Lower Provinces ; dated Calcutta, 
26th February, 1869, No. 51.
In continuation of my letter, No. 34, dated 16th Februay,

1869, paragraph 3, relating to Moulvie Nazeer Hossain of Delhi, 
I have the honour to report that it now appears that he is a 
native of Sooroojgurrah, in the district of Monghyr. I beg 
to  submit verbatim translations of some of the letters found on 
him. They are mysteriously worded, dealing in signs and allusions 
such as men would naturally use when writing on a dangerous 
subject against a powerful Government, which had already shown 
a  disposition to punish the ringleaders in the Umballa and Patna 
trials. With this fear before their eyes, it cannot be expected 
that the correspondents of the Moulvie would clearly write trea­
son against the Government ; but I think there is quite suffi­
cient evidence to show what the writers had in view, and though 
no one in Delhi will give evidence against the Moulvie, I consider
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the purport o f the letters justified my applying to the Magistrate 
of Delhi for the. detention o f Moulvie Nazir Hoossain, pending a 
reference through the Inspector-General o f Police to the Govern­
ment o f Bengal.

2. On referring to the statement of Omaid Ali (already sent 
to the Inspector-General) it will be seen that Omaid Ali states 
that the letters which were received from Feroze Shah, addre­
ssed to the Rajahs, were seen by Moulvie Hoossain, and that 
he knew who the cossids were and was acquainted with the 
purport of the letters, and saw the cossids deliver the letters 
to Izdah Bux, the brother of Feroze Shah. Izdah Bux at 
first admitted the fact to Ishree Pershad and M ajor Orchard, 
though in his written statement he denies it.

Letter nos. ! ,  2, and 3 prove that the Moulvie is in corres­
pondence with one o f the prisoners sentenced to transportation for 
life to the Andamans for attempting to wage war with the Queen.

No. 4, is written by Tobaruck Ali, the son of Mobaruck 
Ali, who is the chief agent of the Wahabees in Patna. The 
questions put to Moulvie Tobaruck Ali are mysterious.

No. 9, is a letter from Mobaruck Ali, himself. About 
300 rupees collections stated in the letter to be for dowry for 
a wife. Nazeer Hoossain attempts to explain this by stating that 
it alludes to the case of a man who died and left two wives, 
one at Surat and another at Baroda; but the letter clearly states 
that the man who died left a wife at Dacca. It is evident the letter 
alludes to 300 rupees collections, or why should Mobaruck Ali 
of Patna, be interested about a man who died at Dacca ? Is 
it likely a man would obtain a pice by begging to make good 
his dowry to his wife ? I believe it is evident the letter alludes 
to collections for jehad, the more so, when we consider 'that 
Mobaruck Ali has succeeded Yea Ali, as High priest of the 
Wahabees, at Patna after Yea Ali was sent to the Andamans.

No. 11, I think alludes to war and preparations for war. 
The allusions in this letter tinder cover o f game of chess, 
Moulvie Nazeer Hoossain cannot explain.

j *s cIear,y sending intelligence of the value 'ofbank
notes at Almorah.
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No. 13, firmans from the late King of Delhi, directing the 
Moulvie to decide disputes between persons, are, to say the least, 
very suspicious.

No. 14, is a letter which Nazeer Hoossain admits is wri­
tten by himself. It is addressed to Abdoollah, who is the leader 
o f the colony of fanatics across the frontier. Moulvie Nazeer 
Hoossain explains that it is intended for another Abdoollah of 
Guznee. The style o f the letter leads me to conclude that it 
is intended for Abdoollah whose property at Patna has been 
confiscated, and who was punished at Sittanah and Mulka, both 
by the British and the Akoond of Surat. I enclose a copy of the 
letter, and beg that it may be translated by the Government 
Translator. It is very easy for Nazeer Hoossain to point out a dozen 
Abdoollahs.

3. I beg to suggest that the Punjab Government may be 
moved to direct the detention of Moulvie Nazeer Hoossain as 
a  prisoner, in accordance with the spirit of Regulation III of 
1818. Ishree Pershad states that it will be defficult to put a 
stop to communication between the Hindoostanees across the 
frontier and British subjects so long as Moulvie Nazeer Hoossain 
is left a t large,, as it is easy for him to supply the places of 
Omaid Ali and Ameeroodeen (Ameen-oo-Deen ? )  by appointing 
two others in their stead. I consider that one of the most important 
results of the present proceedings, if  strictly carried out, will be 
to  starve the colony of Hindoostanees on the mountains by 
cutting off its means of subsistence, and thus ensuring its 
dispersion.

4. I am told that it is taught by the Moulvies that a jehad 
o r religious war against kafir [ i. e. infidel ] Government is not 
proper, according to the Koran, so long as a M ahomedan is 
living as a subject of that Government, and this is why these 
fanatics have gone out o f the British territories to wage war 
against our government. The very fact, therefore, of a Mohame- 
dan seeking to join the fanatics is sufficient to  show that he is 
an enemy o f  the British Government.

5. I have left instructions with Ishree Pershad to proceed 
to Umballa and work the clues we have obtained, and, if  he finds
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it necessary, to proceed further towards the frontier, keeping 
me informed of his proceedings. I shall join him in the Punjab 
the moment I find my presence is necessary.

Enclosures
No. 1.

Extract from a letter from Mahommed Jaffer *, convict at the
Andamans, convicted of treason at the Umballa trial. Post­
mark, 27th July, 1865. To Moulvie Nazeer Hoossain.
(Acknowledges receipt of three parcels of books). I  expec­

ted o f  you that in this time of misfortune you would be kind 
and carry out my wishes. I have written to you in my former 
letters that we are not kept here like prisoners ; but we are 
Amlahs in the Superintendent’s Cutcherrys and we receive food 
and raiment the same as at home, and have a good house to 
live in. In  this island all persons, shop-keepers, agriculturists, 
merchants, and officers are all prisoners ; in fact, even some of 
the authorities are prisoners ; and prisoners receive from 4 rupees 
to 50 rupees per month, and marriages ^ e  performed and fes­
tivals kept. The Government intend to cultivate this country, 
and carrying this out through prisoners. Each is made use o f 
according to his ability. All who can read and write are retained 
as Mohurirs. In this place, there is only, the pain of banishment 
from kindred. Here letters, bills, hoondees and merchandise are 
transacted ; any one can send and receive lakhs of rupees o f 
property, and cash are imported and exported” .

“ I send a list of things enclosed in this. You will receive 
through the post either a hoondee or a note for about 200 rupees 
from friend and relations of Zillah Gogarah, Division M ooltan. 
You will realise the same, and according to the list enclosed 
you will purchase the things a t Delhi, and send them  by rail 
(paying the fare) to Moulvie Ahmud Ali Saheb, or any other 
friend of your’s to Calcutta, and inform me of his name and 
address, to enable me to obtain a pass or order for the things, 
and to send for them through some Government ship. If  this

1. See W. W . H u n te r :  Indian Musalmans, p. 87 ff.
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will give you too much trouble, employ a broker or merchant, 
giving him a commission of one anna on each rupee. I have 
also written a letter to Moulvie Ahmud Ali on thiss ubject 
perhaps he may regard me as a prisoner and not attend to my letter * 
but you send him a letter of recommendation, so that he may be 
favourably disposed to us unfortunate ones. If you do this for 
old friendship’s sake and condescension. In this place ^here 
are Moulvies, Hafiz, Law Officers, etc., of all kinds in great 
numbers, but from the want of reliable books, it is difficult to 
.decide on questions, and specially as there is a question in 
these times to be decided, viz., if a weman is sentenced to trans­
portation for life and no hope of release, and her husband is- 
alive and she marries to avoid adultery, is it lawful or not ? 
A question is enclosed ; you will obtain a decision from books o f  
authority and tested [attested ?] by learned men of your parts, 
that it may be a document to produce before the Hakims on 
occasion. Salaams to all momeens and the women of the creed 
and salaam to the son of Fateare, and state how he is, and howr 
long he has been there” .

List mentioning miscellaneous articles such as shoes, carpets, 
looking-glasses, rings, etc., salaam from Moulvie Yea [ Yahya J 
Ali and Moulvie Ahmudoollah Saheb.

( The letter concludes with question referred to. )
Note. - This letter is translated to show that Moulvie- 

Nazeer Hoossain is trusted friend of the Patna Wahabees now 
at the Andamans.

No. 2.

Extract of letter from Mahommed Jaffer, from Port Blair, to- 
Nazeer Hoossain, dated August 1866.

Referring to the order for purchases of articles referred 
to in No. 1, direction to be placed on the parcels in Calcutta, 
as follows :—

Mohalah Malungh. Medical College, Nemoo Khansamah’s 
Lane No. 27, Mohamed Omar Khan, and salaams of Yea Ali, 
Moulvie Ahmudoollah, and Abdool Guffoor sent.

9—
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No. 3.

From same to same, dated 29th April, 1867. Postmark, August, 
1867.

Countermands the ordfer for th'e articles. Sends four annas 
in postage stktaps for a book, Rudday Nasarah1 (against Chris­
tianity ) by Moulvie Rahfnutoollah ; published at Agrah. Direction 
Moonshee Golam Nubbee, a t the Andamans.

No. 4.

Letter from Tobaruck Ali ( son of Mobaruck Ali of Patna), to 
Moulvie Nazeer Hoossain. Postmark, February, 1868, from 
Patna, Sadukpore.

“ I sent a letter through Meer Sayud Mahommed” ( this name 
Is mentioned in letter found on Omaid Ali) “which you must 
have re c e iv e d . The futowah about paw rotee I left with you, 
please send by dak, as Moulvie Hydur Ali requires it. Also, 
whether the dignity of Mehomet is greater than ursh [Arsh] and 
-kobar [Kaba\ or less or the same?” Another question jvhich can- 
Jiot be understood, asking for the Moulvie’s opinion, and that 
<jf other Molvies with their seals.

“ Salaams from my father and Moulvie Abdool Kyoom (son 
o f  Yea Ali )” .

Postscript. - “ Are hoondees, in your opinion, allowable or not 
allowable? whether it is deceptive or no t?  a n d 'to  what extent 
■“ razaut” is proved” .

No. 5.
■Cover from Mobaruck Ali, to Nazeer Hoosain, 16th July. No 

letter inside the cover.

No. 6.
From Attaoollah, from Meerut, 13th October 1868, to Nazeer 

Hoossain, Oostad or teacher.

1. f o r  a com prehensive review o f the w ork, see H. C , D orm an : Towards 
Understanding Islam ; New Y ork , 1948.
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“ If  you consider proper to send a letter to parents write- 
in this way. That I, from having read certain books and obtain­
ing simnud, have gone to read (rusmea ketab) which are current 
in these days. Write something comforting them. Inform them- 
of my whereabouts that they may learn th a t I am living, but 
not every particular, for I am afraid that I may be deprived 
of my knowledge” .

“ On the covers of letters you will write t h u s T h i s  cover 
to Mouzah Darab, Ziliah Hazarah, Tuhsil Hurripore, to M eer 
Mahommed Shah, and you know well w hat to  write. Salaams to- 
fyloulvies” .

No. 7.

Letter from Mahommed Oosman, Cawnpore M adrassa, to N azeer 
Hoosain. Postmark, 18th January 1868.

Death of his mother, &c. Asking Nazeer Hoossain not t<?s 
listen to any evil said o f him by M oulvie Ameer Hoossain, and 
his leaving Meerut for not haying lessons daily. “ I am now readings 
certain books (nam e$. £less me tha t I pass; then I will be 
present and obtain my object. The killahwallah Moulvie Saheb 
has written that Abdoollah is at Peshawur, and intends to visit. 
Delhi, but he, for s}ome cause, is prevented doing so.”

On the back of letter Attaoollah writes:- “The cause o f  
my leaving Meerut is not receiving lessons. In my letter I £^llude$ 
to this. I have received lessons for two months. I pretended 
to have sore eyes, but the fact is, they were not teaching m» 
more than I knew. I remained there two months. For this- 
reason, when Moulvie Mahommed Oosman left for Cawnpore,. 
a month after I also left for Cawnpore without informing. When 
I  reached the rail, they heard, and came to the rail with the stu­
dents, but as I took my ticket they took it, from mp and sold 
it  at once. Hafiz Mahommed, Ukbar, and other students forcibly 
brought me to the city, and said you hav.e dishonoured us. This, 
is not proper conduct for a  g&ntleman. If you wish to go do- 
so after Shrabun, and go on some plea, whigh will not disho­
nour us. I have acted accordingly.”
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No. 8.
i

l e t t e r  from' Ameen-oo-Deen the father of Ismail, to Nazeer
Hoossain, from Calcutta. Postmark, 18th August 1868.
Omaid Ali is mentioned.

No. 9. r
M obaruck Ali, from Patna, to  Nazeer Hoossain. Postmarks 22nd

July 1867.

“ Rohamutoollah alias Abdool Hakeem, of city of Dacca, 
in Bengal, was one of your pupils. When he married in that 
city to realize dowry due, wandered from place to place. By 
chance he arrived at his own city, and collected 300 rupees to 
pay dowry, and there he died. When dying he stated that the 
300 rupees collected should be sent to Nazeer Hoossain to Delhi, 
T>y persons going there, that he may give it to  his wife, and 
tell her that she may, for G od’s sake, consider sufficient and 
forgive the remainder. By so acting God will give return, and 
men will speak well. He said that he had left several books 
'with the Moulvie. For this reason! I  write to you, that you 
may write by post the real facts that his will ? may be attended to, 

-and he may be released from his sins, and I  may share in the 
good act. Certain books (named) are available or not. Abdool 
Kyoom writes on the same paper salaams, &c.

No. 10. •»

Nazeer Hoossain to Mobaruck Ali.

“Your letter, regarding Abdool Hakeem deceased has been 
Teceived. But so long as news is not received from his wife, 
who is at Baroda, and another at Surat, how can the money of 
th e  dowry be sent to the wives. I have written, but no answer 
has been received. On receiving reply I will write. Salaam to 
X adir Bux.”
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No. 11.
£

Translation of a part of a letter found in a cover with a letter 
from Aboo Syud Mahommed Hoossain, Umritsur, to  Nazeer 
Hoossain, Postmark, 6th July 1867.

‘‘People here in Cabool do not understand Oordoo, and there 
are great number of Mowahedeens (Unitarians) particularly in, 
Cabool. There are many disciples of Moulvie Abdoollah, of 
Guznee, &c. I have a great wish to see him. This appears to 
be the season for their work will be engaged in the game ? They 
are sewing and preparing, &c., cloth (j. e., board) for playing 
chess.”

N o. 12.
From Almorah, Join Mahommed Sowdagur, to Nazeer Hoossain, 

October 1866.

“ Write your opinion about notes ; for instance, I have pur­
chased a note of 100 rupees from  an Englishman for 99 rupees, 
and he purchased for 89 rupees, is it lawful for me to pur­
chase ?”

“You should write clearly your (muslah) opinion about hoon- 
dees and notes that we may understand well. Also whatever 
instruction about hoondees and notes according to shareat. Under 
any plea is it proper or not ? and is there any reason to make 
it lawful ?”

No. 13.

Five Firmans bearing seal of Bahadoor Shah, late King of Delhi, 
dated at the time of the mutiny, admitted by Nazeer Hoo­
ssain as addressed to him.

No. 14.

Letter from Nazeer Hoossain to Abdoollah (evidently intended 
to be sent by cossids) in the style of a subject to Royalty.



7Q Wal}hftb\ fzials $  (863-1870

“ By your letter and the cpssids the disturbance in those 
parts, and the oppression of the Afghans on you, I have learnt. 
It is pjqUp tq  j3o/3 ^h|t y,pu aj-e oppressed an,d not b,een an 
oppressor ; <ipd if any pne oppresses in thi$ wo^ld h? \yjll be 
oppressed in the next, and no ope will save the oppressor at that 
time, arid he will receive his deserts.”  The letter proceeds to  
comfort him, and te l^  lym, nojt fo despair but to hope, and he 
will be. comforted.

Note.—Nazee/- Hoossain, of C9urse, pleads this letter is inten­
ded for another A,bdoollah, and not the Abdoollah leader o f 
the Hinvdo,05tanee fanaties,_ but he may, in the same way, point 
out a £ozen Abdopllal^s.
From Mohmmed Nazeer Hoossain, to Moulvie Abdoollah.

“ May you, by the grace o f God, be exalted to high dignity, 
and be endowed with patience to .bear the misfortunes.”

“ Everything is right here. It is my prayer to the Almighty 
for your health. From  your letter, as well as from the bearer 
thereof, I have learned of the disturbed state of the affairs of 
that place, gnd of the oppressions and distress to which you 
have been subjected by the mischieyous Afghans. God be praised 
that you are not oppressive but oppressed. Be not sorry at the 
misfortune of a day. Be sure that God, by whose hand it has 
been brought, will remove it. Submit yourself with resignation 
tp the will of G od.”

Here the writer has quoted some passages from the I£oran, 
showing that God, who is just and merciful, will awa,rd punish­
ment to those who exercise oppression, and reward those who 
suffer from injustice and violence.

14

From the Officiating Junior Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
to the Inspector-General o f Police, Lower Provinces,—(dated
Fort William, 8th March 1869, No. 1559).
In reply to your letter No. 507, of the 27th ultimo, and 

its  enclosures. I am directed tp say that, $o far as the infor-, 
mation npw before Government goes, the Lieutenant-Governor



can see no grounds to t connecting the correspofiaeiic6 of Moulvie 
Nazeer Hoossain With the Wafrabee m'ovenieftt. It seemS.to His 
Honour that, with one exception, A  ere is nbthfng Whatever in 
tfi£ letters o f  even k suspfcidu's character. Th6 ’Government of 
the Punjab, howeVer, liaS been' requested to  issue a Warrant for 
ttie man’s detention under Regulation III of ISIS’; provided 
Baboo Ishree Pershad can satisfy tfiat ‘Government thift there 
are sufficient reasons for his drrest.

2. Ia m  to take this opportunity to request that Mr. Rei ly 
may be desired to keep Commissioners o f Divisions confiden­
tially informed of everything occurring in the course of his investi- 
gatibns that aff66t§ tHeif respective Divisions.

1 5

From the Officiating Junior Secretary to  the Governm6ht of 
Bengal, to the Secretary to the Governmdht o f  the i’unjdb, 
(dated Fort William, 8th M arch 1869*, No. 1560.)'

I am' directed to forward, herewith, a copy o f a letter with
* No. i36t, 27th its enclosures,* from the Inspector-General of 

February  1869. Police, Lower Provinces, and to request that His 
Honour the Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab may be moved to 
order the issue'df a warrant for the detention of Moulvie Nazeer 
Hoossain ufld6r Regulation III of 1818, provided Baboo Ishree 
Pershad can satisfy His Honour that there' are sufficient feasbns 
for this stejS.

16
From the Inspectot-Geheral of Police,' Lower Provinces, to the 

Secretary to the Government of Bengal, (dated 'Fort William, 
5th March 1869, Nd. 1386).

In continuation of this office No. 1290, dated 1st Slarch', 
I  have the honour to forward the accompanying c<Spy o f  a letter, 
No. 61, dated the 19th ultim o, from thfe' Special Deputy* Ins­
pector-General of Police, relative to proceedings instituted against’ 
certain Wahabee fanatics' a t Delhi, and to recommend that the

Police Ihv'etiighlion : Governilierii 6 f  Madras 7 i
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Punjab Government be applied to with reference to the disposal 
of the individual named in the last paragraph of Mr. Reily’s letter.

2. With reference to a report being made by the police o f 
the several districts, whenever a man leaves his vijlage as a Hadji, 
it appears to me that it would be difficult to carry out the sugges­
tion. Government, perhaps, might see fit to issue a proclamation 
on the subject, warning all people of the folly of such a procee­
ding, and pointing out how profitless is the result.

17
Copy of a letter from the Special Deputy Inspector-General o f

Polite, to  the Inspector-General of Police, Lower Provin­
ces,—(dated Delhi, 19th February 1869, No. 61).

In continuation of my letter, No. 84, dated the 16th instant,
I beg to jeport that Baboo Ishree Pershad, when searching the 
house of Moulvie Nazir Hoossain, observed two Bengalees in 
his musjid, who stated that they had just arrived at Delhi. I 
sent for these two men, and found from their statements that 
they are natives of the district of Mymensing, and they would 
wish it to appear that they have come to Delhi to learn to 
read the Koran, but when they could have learnt to read at 
Dacca, C alcutta,« or Hooghly more conveniently, it is eyident 
that they have some other object in coming here ; and from 
having been found und-er the protection of Moulvie Nazeer Hoossain 
it is most likely they are intended as recruits for Sittanah, and  
have been deluded with the expectation of seeing Syed Ahmud 
on the mountain tops. It appears to me very necessary that 
some steps should be adopted to prevent these men from being 
deceived and sent up in this manner. There is no doubt they 
are intended either to show to the frontier tribes that the natives 
of Bengal are ready to riSe against the Government, or to prove 
to them that the Bengalees are so weak and ignorant that they 
may be easily conquered. In my opinion the village chowkeedars. 
and the police should be directed to report to the Magistrates, 
and District Superintendents of Police whenever any man is about 
to leave his native village either as a Hadji or for the west.
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2. Omaid Ali having stated that one of the Cossids had 
a wound on his arm, and also that Moulvie Sadut Ali and Ahmed 
Ali of Saharunpore had dealings with his partner Ameen-oo Deen, 
which statement was corroborated by certain letters found on 
Omaid Ali, Baboo Ishree Pershad proceeded to Saharunpore with 
M ajor Orchard, and on a search warrant having been granted by 
the Joint Magistrate, the house of Sadut Ali was searched, and 
several letters have been found, which are now under examination.

3. At the time of the search Baboo Ishree Pershad observed 
two natives of Bengal in an adjacent musjid. On examining 
them, one was found with the mark of a wound on his arm. 
The second man was named Abdool Sanud [Samudl, the name of 
one of the Cossids mentioned by Omaid Ali.' Both these men 
were brought to Delhi for recognition by Omaid Ali.

4. The first man with the wound on his arm states that 
he is a native of Rungpore, and his name is Attaoollah. He 
gives a very improbable and suspicious account*of himself. He 
states that he came to this part of the country about six .years 
a g o ; that he was on his way to Cabool where he was going, 
because he heard the maywah or fruics were good in that country ! 
That in the Khyber he was wounded by thieves, who plundered 
him of everything he possessed, and yet he proceeded without 
any means to the Hindoostanees under Moulvie Abdoollah. 
There is no doubt he has been with them, as he has named 
several of the men who are known to be with the fanatics. He 
remained with them four months and returned to Khyber, where 
he remained two years-and-a-half, and has been at Saharunpore 
ever since. He has been supported, he states, by charity.

5. Oomaid Ali identified the man without any hesitation
as one of the Cossids who take money up to the frontier, and 
also that he received the wound on his arm in battle. He states
that he had seen the man repeatedly with the Cossids, and parti­
cularly Abdool Ghunnee.

6. The story of the man, and the evidence of Omaid Ali
recorded in his presence before the M agistrate of Delhi, are
quite sufficient to convince me that Attaoollah has been employed

10—
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a s  a Cossid in carrying money to the fanatics across the frontier. 
I beg to suggest that application may be made to the Bengal 
•Government to apply to the Punjab Government to send Atta- 
oollah to Bengal, that he may be sent to the jail in his native 
district of Rungpore, and there detained under the provisions of 
Regulation III of 1818.

18

Prom  the Officiating Junior Secretary to the Government of 
Bengal, to the Inspector-General of Police, Lower Provinces,— 
(dated Fort William, 13th March 1869, No. 1714).

With reference to your letter, No. 1386, of the 5th instant, 
I am to inquire whether it is intended to take any criminal procee­
ding hereafter against the man Attaoollah, and, if not, with what 
object it is proposed to detain him under the provisions of Regu­
lation III, o f 1818 ? He is apparently one of the inferior agents 
only.

2. The Lieutenant-Governor does not approve of either 
o f  the proposals contained in the 2nd paragraph of your letter 
of the steps to be taken in regard to men leaving their villages 
as Hadjis.

19

Memorandum from the Officiating Inspector-General of Police,— 
(dated Fort William, 20th March 1869, No. 1742).

forw arded through the Secretary to the Government of 
Bengal in the Judicial Department for the information of His 
Honour the Lieutenant-Governor.

H*

From  the Special Deputy Inspector-General, Bengal Police, to 
the Inspector General, Bengal Police, Lower Provinces,-(dated 
Calcutta, 10th March 1869, No. 82).
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The papers found on Moulvie Sahadat Ali of Saharunpore, 
have been examined by Baboo Ishree Pershad. I beg to append 
a copy of the Baboo's remarks on the papers.

2. The papers alone do not, in my opinion, afford conclu­
sive evidence that Moulvie Sahadut Ali is connected with the- 
Wahabee movement but they prove that the Moulvie has been 
in correspondence with the Wahabee agents.^ I have directed 
ISabpo Ishree Pershad to produce the papers with the Moulvie 
before the local authorities with the view that his explanation,, 
as regards each paper, may be recorded. If  the local authorities 
direct the Moulvie to furnish bail to ensure his attendance 
hereafter, I shall be satisfied.

3. I have no doubt whatever that Moulvie Sahadut Ali is 
mixed up in the Wahabee movement, and that he is one o f the 
most active agents in sending men and money to the Hindoos­
tanees across the frontier ; but the difficulty is to find residence 
in a place where both Baboo Ishree Pershad and myself are 
strangers.
Enclosure :
Remarks of Baboo Ishree Pershad, Deputy Magistrate, on papers

found on Sahadut Ali of Saharunpore.
I. A letter to Moulvie Ahmed Ali, saying that the writer 

of the letter had been to Saharunpore and visited Sahadut AIL 
and Rashun Ali ; that he started for Delhi on the 19th Zekad.1 
He wants to know what the Moulvies had spoken to the addressee 
about the addresser. He tells him to send papers, valued a t  
Rupees 300, for publishing the books, and wants to know if  
Moulvie Abdoolraheem had paid Rupees 150.

j*j. B.—The writer of the letter is supposed to be Ameen-oo- 
Deen.

II . A letter from Abdoolsamud to Moulvie Nazeer-ood 
Deen “You promised to come to Meerut—was it true or false ? 
If fT is true come quick; and if  it be otherwise, it does nbt 
matter.”

(Sd.) Samud Khan 
alias

Abdoolsamed Khan.

1. i.e., Z i’l-Qa-adah, the 11th m on th  of the A rabic calendar.
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N.B.—It has already transpired that Abdoolsamud Khan is 
one of the cossids. I believe this is a letter from the cossid 
Abdoolsamud to some one who wanted to go with him to the 
frontier.

III. A letter from Abdoolrohim (which is alias ofi Ameen-
oo Deen) to Moulvie Ahmed Ali; sends a hoondee of Rupees 50, 
and tells him to pay Rupees 50 to Moulvie Sahadut Ali.

N.B.—The figure before 50 in the original is torn W ay.

IV. A letter to Moulvie §ahadut Ali :- “ One Khaleloolrah- 
man is gone to Saharunpore, and will call on you. He will 
state everything to you. You should endeavour your best, which 
will cause fame in this world and goodness in the next for you” .

In the same letter one Abdoolsamee sends salaam and says, 
“ It is the duty of all Mahommedans to help this man by expen­
ses and other efforts in the cause. The treatment which the 
unsar  (helpers) have made towards mohajreen (those who leave 
their country, home, etc., for religious war, etc.) is well-known. 
The command of God about obliging such men is not cancelled” .

N.B.—The letter is very ambiguously worded. I suppose the 
man referred to is a jehad preacher. He is recommended by 
the addresser to the addressee.

V. A letter from Abdoolhakeem from Meerut states, Moon- 
shee Kale Khan has come from Kop Dugshai. He would go 
back there soon. Moulvie Ahmed Ali is required to send yellow 
pipings for your great coat. There is an Arabic phrase at the 
end of this letter, which is, I recollect, similar to one menl- 
tioned in the diary of Baboo Nobokisto Ghose, which was said 
to  be a hint about remittance. I copy the phrase below.

* * #

VI. A letter to Moulvie Sahadut Ali states that the writer 
had despatched a hoondee for Rupees 15 to the Moulvie, which 
had come from Ameen-oo Deen.

N.B.—I believe Kazee Omaid Ali is the writer of this letter, 
and he sent the hoondee to Moulvie Sahadut Ali, which he had 
received from Ameen-oo Deen.
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VII. A slip of paper containing accounts, in which this 
item appears, “From the sum sent by Ameen-oo-Deen, together 
with Rupees 4 realised at Kunpore, Rupees 60-6£ Annas” .

VIII. A letter to sahadut Ali Abdoollah the bookseller, 
has sent Rupees 20 to Sheikh Nasir Ali, the bookseller and 
Kootoobuddin Sahib. Nasir Ali and Kootoobuddin want your 
receipt. I, therefore, beg you to send a receipt that I take the 
money from them, and if  you allow I may bring it to my use. 
You may take the sum o f Rupees 20 on the 19th instant from 
Mukhdoom Bux, the book binder and bookseller. I f  I send a 
hoondee you would not receive the money in less than ten or 
twelve days ; so 1 think the above arrangement is the better one. 
Address me at the house of Nasir near the Back of Kullan 
Mohul (?), a Mohullah in Delhi” .

I believe this is a letter from Ameen-oo-DeeD. The money refe­
rred to is a collection o f money remitted by some Wahabee 
agents, who are generally called booksellers.

IX. A letter to Moulvie Sahadut Ali in which it is stated 
that one Peer Mahomed, Bengalee, who lived at M eerut, and 
used to receive Rupees 2 from Ellahie Bux, went home abotu 
a year and-a-half ago. His two letters, the contents of which 

were full of nonsense, were received before. A letter addressed 
to  Mahommed AK’s shop on the same subject, with a note 
for Ellahie Bux, has now come by post bearing. Though the 
writer appears as mad, and his writing in his way of madness, 
yet with the consideration that his writing may have been ad­
vantageous to him by some reason, the letter is herewith enclosed. 
Please inform Ellahie Bux of its contents.

N.B.—I believe the letters referred to were from one Peer 
Mahomed, Bengalee, who went to the frontier. The last letter 
may have been addressed to Mahommed Shah alias Izdah Bux, 
the brother of Feroze Shah.

X. A letter to Moulvie Sahadut Ali from Mahommed Hoos­
sain. Sends a hoondee of Rupees 200 for Kadir Bux, and promise® 
to send another remittance of Rupees 300. The hoondee was 
drawn on Hursookh Roy and Bhugwan Dass.

N.B.—Kadir Bux is alias ofTobaruck A lison of Mobaruck 
Ali. Mahommed Hoossain is the name of a son of MoulvieAfelait
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Ali and brother of Abdoollah, the head of the fanatics, so the 
money might have been sent by Mahommed Hoossain from Patna 
for Tobaruck, Ali. *

XI. A letter from Sheik Mahotrfmed Thanwee from Tork 
to Moulvie Sahadut Ali ; sends a hoondee of Ruppees 300 and 
another of Ruppees 100 for Purjee Mobaruck Ali, of Jhunjhona.

N .B.—I believe this money came from Tork for Mobarack 
Ali, of Patna.

XII. A letter from Ameen-ood Deen to Moulvie Sahadut Ali 
from Pahurgunge, in Delhi, to Shaharunpore :—“ I was informed 
that you intend to send Rupees 100 to me, but I have not received 
it yet. On receiving the information about your sending money 
I  set up a shop. Nuts have come from Calcutta and Dacca. 
Two or three pieces of ‘loyee’ (woollen cloth) had come with 
Moulvie Abdoollah. They are bad ones, so they were disapproved 
and sent to Sheik Mobaruck. I will give the books to Mahommed 
Shah” .*

N.B.—I believe that from loyee a hoondee or note is meant. 
Perhaps the hoondee or note which came from Mobaruck could 
not be cashed, therefore it was considered bad and returned to  
Mobaruck Ali.

XIII. A letter lo Moulvie Sahadut Ali and Roshun Ali 
stating, “ I went to Meerut with Lall Mahonyned and visited 
Ellahie Bux, the merchant, who answered to my questions in the 
same way as you did. He told me to commence the business with. 
Moulvie Ahmed Ali, i.e., to purchase bokharee and other books 
through him. It is then possible to have nothing to do here. 
If there be any business which could suit me let me know or 
send for me, or part with me altogether so that I may give 
up hopes and go to Mecca. Kazee Omaid Ali sends salaam.

N. B. — I believe this is a letter from Ameen-ood Deen, 
and books mean gold mohurs, and Mecca as frontier.

XIV. Letter to Moulvie Sahadut Ali ‘‘Up to this day 
the money was not realized. I had borrowed Rupees 300 from 
two persons, and sent a hoondee of it for K adir Bux ; make it. 
over to him. I am staying at Meerut to realize the amount.

* Mahommed Shah is alias o f Y azda Bux, b ro th er o f  Feroze Shah.
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As soon as I get it I will come to you. Ahmed Ali had been 
accused and arrested like Mahommed Suffee. Rohumutoollah, 
the merchant, stood security and got 'him released. Praise to 
God, he has been cleared for the present ; some informant had 
given false information about Moulvie Ahmed Ali. D o not go 
to  Meerut until you see m e.”

N. B. —I suppose this is a letter from Ameen-ood Deen, who 
informs Moulvie Sahadut Ali of Ahmed Ali’s arrest at Calcutta, 
and warns him not to go to Meerut.

XV.. A letter from Syed Abdoollah to Moulvie Sahadut Ali :- 
“ Mahommed Syed Abdoollah had been to  you, and you sent 
a  hoondee of Rupees 100 through a merchant for Ameen-ood 
Deen. Yet tell to the merchant why he has not sent the hoondee, 
and inform Ameen-ood Deen of it. Send the reply to Ameen-ood 
Deen, care of Kazee Omaid Ali. I intend to  go to the country 
(frontier).

N. B.— I believe this letter is written by Abdoollah, the bro­
ther-in-law of Ameen-ood Deen. Ameen-ood Deen had married 
the daughter of Moulvie Eman Ali, of Delhi.

XVI. Letter from Sahadut Ali to Ameen-ood Deen and Moom- 
taz Ali, the proprietor of a Vernacular Press a t Delhi ‘‘A 
hoondee of Rupees 100 is herewith enclosed for the expenses 
which was incurred on account of Ameen-ood Deen. I have 
become liable to my old age. Ameen-ood Deen cannot clear 
it as he is in want. Relying on God, I send this 100 Rupees 
hoondee as an advance. Give it to Ameen-ood Deen. As he 
is disposed towards honesty, he should try to clear his former 
and present debts due to me. Acknowledge the receipt of it, 
and put me at ease. The slip should go to Ameen-ood Deen 
through Moonshee Saheb.”

N.B.—Even from this letter I find out that Sahadut Ali used 
to spend money on account of Ameen-ood Deen at Saharunpore, 
which tallies with the contents of the letters found in possession 
o f  Kazee Omaid Ali. in which Ameen-ood Deen writes to Omaid 
Ali that if the men proceeding to the west want money they 
will get at Saharunpore.
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XVII. A letter from  one Azeezoodeen, of Augrah, to  
Moulvie Sahadut Ali, states that the Yeedgah of Akberabad, 
which is a royal building, is in a dilapidated state. About 
Rupees 2,500 is required to  repair it. He wants the assistance 
of the Moulvie, and his recomendation to the men of Saharun- 
pore to subscribe for the purpose.

N.B. —The Moulvie must be in charge of some sort of public 
money, otherwise he could not be referred to when any royal 
building needed repair.

There are other letters which refer to zekat money, and collec­
tions for establishing a Madrassa.

From the letters found in the possession of Omaid Ali it 
- is elicited that Sahadut Ali used to supply money to those on 

their way to the west. Omaid Ali has mentioned in his confe­
ssion that Sahadut Ali had dealings with Ameen-ood Deen. I 
now find the letters noted above in possession of Sahadut Ali, 
in which Ameen-ood Deen alias Abdoolroheman, Mobaruck Ali, 
Kadir Bux, and Kazee Omaid Ali appear. Under such circums­
tances I feel inclined to suppose that Moulvie Sahadut Ali is 
a Wahabee agsnt at Saharunpore, who manages the business there.

From  the Officiating Inspector-General Of Police, Lower Pro­
vinces, to Secretary to  the Government of Bengal, Judicial 
Depertment, (dated 29th March 1869).

The District Superintendent of Backergunge has reported 
that Moulvie Ameen-ood Deen, named as a Wahabee conspirator 
in Mr. J. H. Reily’s report from Delhi, has been arrested and 
forwarded under escort to Dacca. I have the honour to request 
a warrant from Govenrment to detain the Moulvie in Jail under 
Regulation III, of 1818, in accordance with a memorandum left 
with me by Mr. Reily on his departure for Delhi.

Delhi,
28 th February 1869.

(Sd.) Ishree Pershad, 
Deputy Magistrate.

20
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21

From the Officiating Junior Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
to the Officiating Inspector-General of Police, Lower Provinces, 
(dated Fort William, 30th Mar,ch 1869, No. 2267).
In reply to  your letter of 29th instant, I am directed to state 

that a warrant, addressed to the officer in charge of the Dacca 
Jail for the detention„of Moulvie Ameen-oo-Deen, of Backergunge, 
under- Regulation- III, o f 1818, has this day been forwarded to 
that officer through -the Commissioner of the Division.

Copy of the correspondence, together with the warrant herein 
referred to, forwarded to the Officiating Commissioner o f the 
Division/

Memorandum from  the Officiating Inspector-General o f Police, 
Lower Provinces,—(dated Fort William, March 1869).
Forwarded to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal 

in the Judicial Department for the information of His Honour 
the Lieutenant-Governor.

Enclosure No. 1 :

From the Magistrate, to the Deputy Commissioner of Delhi; 
dated Delhi, 19th M arch'1869.

I have the honour -to. report to- you on the result of the 
preliminary inquiry-4nto the Wahabee conspiracy case so far as 
the action of the local police.is concerned.

On receiving .your (instruction I assisted Major Orchard

No. 2268.

Fort 'William;*! 
30th March 1869.

(Sd.) A. Mackenzie, 
Offg. Junior Secy, to the 

Govt, of Bengal.

22

11—
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with such advice and orders as the exigencies of the inquiry 
suggested. My first difficulty in the matter was the provi­
sion of Section 166 of the Indian Penal Code, and as the same 
difficulty may probably present itself to you, I feel the ndcessity 
of explaining to you the construction which I have put on the 
law in 'question. I take it that Section 166 applies to trials 
only' and* not to inquiries conducted under Chapter XII, of the 
Criminal-Procedure Code; and that, though not competent to 
ente'rtain a charge under some of the Sections bf Chapter VI, 
of the Penal Code, without special sanction, I 1 consider my­
self justified, under Section 179, of the Procedure, and on the 
information then furnished to me, to order the arrest of the 
different suspected persons who form the subject of this report. 
To >the objection that may be taken to the proceedings now 
submitted, that they are only’examinatidn of the accused,-I would 
remark that procedure is authorised by Section 202 of the Pro­
cedure Code, and that is not against the spirit of the Calcutta 
High .Court ruling in Ramchurn’s case, reported in the 10th 
page of the 4th volume of the weekly Reporter.

After repeated failures to add to the evidence now before us, 
I have deemed it necessary not to delay the submission of my 
proceedings for the orders of Government. There are four men 
now under arrest, for whose retention in custody we have the 
sanction of the local Government under Act V, of 1841. The exa­
mination of Oomaid Ali and Izdah Bux will, I trust, satisfy you 
that if ,tl\e police inquiry has elicited nothing beyond the dis­
closures they contain that there was enough of reason for the 
measures adopted against the prisoners.

Prisoner No. 1 Omaid Ali admits having been an active 
Wahabee agent for the last twenty years ; that since the mutiny 
he had helped the Hindoostanee exiles a t Sittanah with a cl,ear 

-•knowledge of their intrigues against our Government, and till 
within the last seven or eight months he was one of the means 
of communication between the Wahabee agents of Bengal 
and those of the North-Western Frontier. Omaid Ali may be 
described in the language of the Bengal Government, as “ an 
agent” , his confession has thrown much light on the present 
state of the Wahabee organization. I would suggest that a
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copy of his examination be forwarded to every District Superin­
tendent of Police in the Punjab, as I have reason to believe 
it will be done in Bengal. To ensure his further co-operation 
in the inquiry which is still being prosecuted elsewhere, I have 
admitted bm aid Ali as Queen’s evidence in the case. It was 
on his information that Izdah Bux, Nazeer Hoossain,, £nd Attaoo­
llah were arrested, and I am not without hopes that, he will 
yet aid in the apprehension of the frontier cossids. In .making 
choice of him as an approver I have had the benefit of Mr. Reily’s 
and Ishree Pershad’s experience of Wahabee trials in Lower 
Bengal. Should Omaid Ali cease to co-operate with us there 
is enough in his confession and the letters found in his posse­
ssion to justify our proceedings against him under Section 123 
of the Indian Penal Code.

Prisoner No. 2 :—Izdah Bux admits having received a letter 
from Feroze Shah, and having had charge of several similar 
letters addressed to native chiefs. He state's,' however, that the 
letlers he only retained for a day, and that he returned them 
to the cossids with a denial of assistance. Omaid Ali persists 
in his disbelief of Izdah Bux’s account o f the return of the 
letters to the cossids. Izdah Bux has, however, confessed enough 
to justify a good deal more being believed against him. In my 
opinion the only Section of the Penal Code applicable to his 
case is the 1^3rd ; but from the difficulty which I apprehend 
will arise in the trial, I would not recommend ^iis prosecu­
tion. We shall have to prove a “ design of war,”  and then 
that such concealment as Izdah Bux has be^n guilty of would 
“ likely” facilitate that design. Even Omaid Ali does not invest 
the word “mudud” (assistance, help,) with that dangerous signifi­
cance which it niust' bear before we can justly infer from Feroze 
Shah’s correspondence that there was a serious design to wage 
war against the Queen. How the alleged non-delivery of the 
letters to the addressees would affect the provision of Section 
123, is a consideration beset with peculiar difficulties, ff Izdah 
•Bux had no knowledge o f design to wage waf, he can hardly 
be tried for the more serious offence ’described in Section 121 
of the Indian Penal Code. ' ' 1

Prisoner No. 3 :—Attaoollah has been to Khyber (Pass). He
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states that on his way to  Cabool he was wounded ; he has also 
visited the Hindoostanees at Sittanih. The object of this errand, 
though morally evident, will, in case of judicial trial have to 
bring legal testimony. He has lived among our enemies, he 
has suffered (with) them, he has left (home) in Bengal to visit 
them in Hazarah, but neither one, nor all the (matters) now 
alleged against him, would constitute an offence for which he 
could be punished.

Prisoner No. 4 .-—Moulvie Nazeer Hoossain denies both the 
knowledge and possession of some of the most condemnatory 
letters which were found in his house. We can prove “ possession” 
against him, and knowledge may very safely -be inferred.- Some 
of the selected letters now submitted are of -a highly suspicious 
character. They contain seditious counsel disguised in figures of 
speech ; but would be difficult, if tnot impossible, -to establish 
their real purport in a court of justice. From all that I have 
seen (of these) letters, the respect, in which he is-held, by his 
correspondents, the Moulvie is evidently a man o f importance 
as a Wahabee preacher ; but- like some of his prototypes, he has 
taught treason in parables. I  have weighed the suspicious expre­
ssions in his letters with great care, and though, morally speaking, 
I entertain no doubt as to their .seditious character, I cannot deny 
that they are susceptible of an explanation not inconsistent with 
the hypothesis of the Moulvie’s innocence. If  you travel out 
of his letters you have no evidence of any crime or complicity 
in crime against him, while a trial, which would only rest on 
his correspondence, is certain to end in an acquittal.

I would recommend that the investigation which has begun 
at Delhi -be- carried on, as indicated in Omaid Alv’& confession, 
to Rawul Pindee and- Peshawar, and that Omaid Ali' alone be 
retained in custody till such tim ?’as the Punjab-inquiry,is comple­
ted. Major Orchard’s information on the, subject will be of 
great service to the investigation wherever "any facts come to 
light which would require elucidation. His memoranda of in­
formation on the Wahabee intrigues, recorded so far back as 
1866, have been of no small use to the present inquiry.
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Enclosure No. 2 :

The Diary of Moonshee Ishree Pershad, Deputy Magistrate.
15th March 1869: -With the assistance of Major Orchard 

and his confidential subordinates every attempts wers made to 
ascertain whether gold mohurs were purchased by any known 
or supposed Wahabee agents at Delhi, or whether bank notes 
were cashed or brought by them ; but nothing has transpired 
as yet, nor do I entertain any hope of obtaining any further clue 
at Delhi.

16th March 1869:—Mahommed Moazum was sent for, and 
was required to produce the letter dispatched to him by Tobaruck 
Ali from Patna on the 26th December 1867, regarding which 
the Special Deputy Inspector General had made over to Major 
Orchard a registry receipt of the Patna post-office found on 
Tobaruck Ali.

Mahommed Moazum admitted the receiving -of the letter 
by him, as he thinks he tore it or otherwise neglected it, and 
that he consequently could not produce it now. I find his receipt 
of the letter in the Delhi Police-office; but I do not know 
what to do when Mahommed Moazum does not produce the 
letter. His house was searched and his paper were examined at 
our first start here, and the letters, which were supposed sus­
picious, were seized there; but I do not find the letter in que­
stion among them. Mahommed Moazum says that the letter 
in question was about some books which Tobaruck Ali had 
purchased. It is clear from the letter,s found on Omaid Ali that 
there was correspondence between Tobaruck Ali and Moazum. 
Some letters found on Moazum, in which the price of shoes 
are extraordinarily m entioned.. .Rupees per score (supposed to 
be the price of new gold m ohurs) are most suspicious ones. 
And by his refusal to produce the letter in question our sus­
picion is still more increased ; but there is nothing further to 
take steps against him.

17th March 1869:—There being no necessity of my staying 
any longer at Delhi, I wanted to go to Umballa, and Major 
Orchard advised me to take Omaid Ali with me, with a view 
he might accordingly meet and recognise any of the Cossids at
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any railway station or at Umballa. Major Orchard furnished 
a guard to escort Omaid Ali to Umballa. But Mr. Carr Stephen 
desired me to stop here till he finished his report.

18th March 1869:—Mr. Carr Stephen was engaged in drawing 
his report. From what I heard him reading the rough draft of 
the report, I understand that he does not propose the trial of 
any of the four men, viz., Karree Omaid Ali, Nazeer Hoossain, 
Izdah Bux, and Attaoollah, who are detained by the orders of 
the Punjab Government under Act V, of 1841. I will try to 
obtain a copy of the said report and forward it for the Deputy 
Inspector General.

I received the extract of the Government letter No. 1714, 
dated the 13th March 1869. I have been trying my best, and 
shall continue to do so to obtain further evidence against Atta­
oollah. But there is very little hope of getting anything now 
in this part o f the country. The evidence of Kazee Moorad 
and others, who were witnesses in the trial of Moulvie Ahmed­
oollah, or some other evidence about his being absent from 
his native country, or some correspondence which might be dis­
covered by searching A ttaoollah’s friend’s house in the Rungpore 
district, may be available for prosecuting safely ; but till then 
I cannot propose for his prosecution, as the statement of Omaid' 
Ali, corroborated by Attaoollah’s own admission about his being 
wounded and remaining with the fanatics for some time, has 
no weight before Mr. Carr Stephen. I hope the Special Deputy 
Inspector-General will suggest anything and instruct me, in per­
forming which neither time nor labours will be spared.

19th March 1869:—Mr. Carr Stephen has promised to give 
a copy of his report. To-morrow I must proceed to Umballati.

(Sd.) Ishree Pershad 
Deputy Magistrate.

23

From the Officiating Commissioner of the Rajshahye Division, 
to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Judicial 
Department, (dated Berhampore, 22nd February 1869).
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I have the honour, in continuation of my memorandum with­
out number, dated the 25th of January, to submit in original a 
letter from the Officiating Joint Magistrate of Rajshahye, and to 
request that a warrant for the imprisonment of Suffee Hadji, 
under Regulation III, of 1818, may be issued. The further report 
furnished by the Magistrate shall be sent as soon as it is received.

2. I have already forwarded for the orders of His Honour 
an abstract of the evidence recorded against Moniroodi Hadji 
and Khoda Buksh. I shall be obliged by the return of the 
original enclosure of this letter.

24

From the Officiating Joint Magistrate, Rampore Beauleah, to 
the Officiating Magistrate o f Rajshahye, (dated Rampore 
Beauleah, 16th February 1868).

I have honour to report that I have this day committed 
to jail Suffee Hadji, of Paikpara, on a charge under Section 
121' of the Indian Penal Code. As I have already reported, 
his arrest was ordered by me at the same time as that of Hadji 
Moniroodi and Khoda Buksh, who are now in custody under 
Regulation III, of 181-8, but he could not be found. I am in­
formed that he has now delivered himself up to the police of 
his own accord ; but I do not yet certainly know where he has 
passed the three weeks which have elapsed since the warrant 
for bis arrest was issued.

2. The evidence against him will be recorded and forwarded 
to you without delay, and in the meantime I have the honour 
to request that application may be made to Government for 
the grant of a warrant of commitment against him under Regula­
tion III, of 1818.

Enclosure :

Memorandum from the Officiating Magistrate of Rajshahye, dated 
Rajshahye, 18th February 1869.

Forwarded, in original, to the Commissioner of Rajshahye,
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with the request that the necessary application be made to Govern­
ment for the grant of a warrant of commitment against Suffee 
Hadji under Regulation III of 1818.

2. The result of the evidence recorded against him will 
be reported in due course.

25

From the Officiating Junior Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
to the Officiating Commissioner of the Rajshahye Division, 
(dated Fort William, 2nd March 1869, No. 1439).

With reference to your letter of the 22nd ultimo, and its 
enclosure, I am directed to forward herewith a warrant for the 
detentoin of Suffee Hadji, under Regulation III, of 1818, addressed 
to the officer in charge of the Ra jshahye Jail.

2. The original enclosure of your letter is herewith returned.

26

From the officiating Commissioner of the Rajshahye Division, 
to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Judicial 
Department, (dated Berhampore, 8th March 1869, No. 100).

In continuation of previous correspondence, I have the 
honour to forward some further notes recorded by Mr. Verner 
on the case against Monirooddeen Hadji, and others, of Rajshahye 
in an inquiry under Section 121 of the Penal Code.

2. In forwarding these papers the Magistrate agrees with 
M r. Verner in thinking that Suffee Mahommed might be unobjec- 
tionably released.

3. It will be necessary to supply for the detention of Abdool 
Ghunnee under Regulation III, of 1818, should he be arrested. 
I may mention that no formal sanction has yet been received for 
the prosecution of the parties now under examination.

Enclosure :
*

Memorandum from the Officiating Magistrate of Rajshahye, dated 
Rajshahye, 6th March 1869. Forwarded in Original to the 
Commissioner with demi-official letter.
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Further report on the case of Hadji Monirooddeen, and others,
charged with seditious proceedings.

On the 22nd February I examined two witnesses against 
Monirooddeen. The first of these, Sahadut Mula, is a man of 
poor appearance, but evidently of some culture. He can read 
and write Bengali, and knows enough Arabic to read it, though 
he does not profess to be able to write it. He relates that 
some six years ago he was despatched to the frontier by Monir­
ooddeen along with one Moonshee Kamirooddeen, an inhabitant 
of Bogra afld three others, of whom Hefazatoollah, the second 
witness, was one. The party went to Patna via 'Rajmehal. At 
Patna there was a separation, three going on in front, while 
Kamirooddeen and Sahadut remained a few days longer at Patna, 
both being ill. After a week they started and travelled by foot 
for more than three months till they reached Pindee. From Pindee. 
they went to the ghaut at Attock and thence to Mulka. Here 
he learnt drill, and he gives some of the words of command 
used in this drill, which are curious. Moulvie Abdoollah was 
their chief man. He saw some fighting, but he explains 
that he kept out of it and in the background as long as he 
could. He was at first employed, while the fighting was going 
on, in guarding the baggage in the rear ; but afterwards, when 
a large number of the Wahabees had been killed, he was ordered 
to the front. He says he did not like this a t all and was careful 
to keep boulders of rock as much as possible between him and 
the guns of the British troops. He states that one day’s fighting 
was enough for him, and immediately after it he ran away and 
travelled for thirty-six hours through the jungle until he reached 
a village in Korasan. Here he asked for something to bat, 
but the inhabitants could not understand him ; but when he 
made signs they gave him something to eat. He remained there 
for a year and a half, and says that during all this time he 
conversed with the natives of the country merely by signs. Hindoo 
merchants used to come there occasionally, and he says that he 
heard from them- that if he returned to the plains he was sure 
to be hanged. However, after remaining there quite a year and

12—
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a half, he determined to come back at any cost. He felt the 
cold very much. He made his way to the plains and then returned 
to this district.

From his deposition I have no doubt that he was on the 
frontier, and saw what went on at the Umballah Pass. I am of 
opinion that he has rather made little of than exaggerated what he 
did there. He seemed apprehensive that he might be called to 
account for what he had done in a way unpleasant to himself. 
He took great trouble to assure me- that he had been actually 
engaged against'our troops only on one day; while to Nobokisto he 
had said he was engaged several days in regular fighting.

The second witness, Hefazatoollah, states that he was three 
years in the service of Moniroodeen. Moonshee Kameeroodeen, 
who was mentioned by Sahadut, came and stopped with Monir­
oodeen and preached the jihad. Hefazatoollah took up the 
idea of going to the frontier, in which he was encouraged by 
Moniroodeen, who to this end cancelled a debt of Rupees 6 due 
to him by Hefazat. Hefazat started With Kamiroodeen, Sahadut, 
and two others, and journeyed to Patna, where they all five 
put up at the baree of Moulvie Thali. At Patna he remained 
seven days and then started, being joined by two men from 
Islampore, Kamiroodeen and Sahadut remained behind. He jour­
neyed to the frontier with his companions via Benares, Allahabad, 
Cawnpore, Umritsur, Umballah, and other towns. Finally they 
joined Moulvie Abdoollah in Mulka. He remained there a year, 
and after enduring much hardship ran away to the plains where 
he was cought by our police and sent to this side of the 
Loodiana river. He was then allowed to go where he liked, 
so returned to this district While he was in Mulka he took 
no part in the fighting. He says on the other hand, Sahadut did.

The statement of this man appear to me quite trustworthy. 
He is not near such a sharp fellow as Sahadut, but he is a 
better witness. Sahadut at first sight looks very simple; but 
before he had completed his statements I was well-assured that 
he had lots of sharpness, if not roguery, in his composition. The 
two witnesses do not exactly agree as to what happened at Patna. 
Sahadut stated that they stopped in a shop, and Hefazat and



two others went on at once, while he and Kamiroodeen remai- 
f f *  ■, 

ned behind for seven days; while Hefazat says they all went
and stopped at the house of Moulvie Thali, a well-known man
in P atn a , for sev en  d ays, and then  h e  an d  tw o others! w en t o n ,!

Sahadut and Kamiroodeen remaining behind.
On the same date, the 22nd February, I made further 

inquiry to ascertain whether Hafiz Abdoollah and Abdool Ghunnee* 
who have (been} so often mentioned by different witnesses, were 
one and the same person. On this point I examined Moulvie 
Enayat Ali, Abdool Ruzak, Shaduk Mundle, Rassaldi Shah and 
Amir Shah and as it appeared that they were tho same per­
son, with the approval of the Magistrate of district and on the 
application of Mr. Reily of the Detective Department, I issued 
a warrant for the arrest of Abdool Ghunee.

On the 23rd February, Babulla Sircar, Salim Poramanik, 
Roshan Poramanik, and Malik Amla, all of Chuk Mahabatpore, 
were examined by me in reference to the suspicions that attach 
to Keramutoollah, of Shaboona. I also examined Ana Sonar; 
Amanat, Modoo Mundul, Haroo Sircar, Baboo Sheik, and Nusi- 
oollali, all of the village Kapasia, who also made statements 
inculpating this man. I do not put full reliance upon the state­
ments of any of these witnesses, and even were all they say 
true, it would not, in my opinion, constitute proof sufficient to 
render his arrest advisable. It is, of course, most important 
that no one should be arrested for making collections, unless 
it can be shown beyond any doubt that he made them for a 

jehad, and not for charitable or ordinary religious purposes. Here 
the witnesses above-mentioned from Chuk, Mahabatpore state that 
three men, who they say are subordinates of Keramut, collected 
avowedly for a jehad on one occasion Rupees 50, which a week 
later they paid to Keramut. It is said that Keramut, when 
receiving the money, stated it was for a jehad. There is not 
enough evidence, and the evidence produced is not above sus­
picion. The Kapasia witnesses say that on one occasion they 
heard Keramutoollah preach for a jehad, and that one Bonai 
habitually collects money for him in Kapasia. It is not impossible 
that the evidence of these witnesses is prompted merely by the 
desire to avoid payment of certain gontribiitions which are ex^cte4
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from them. In the case of the witness Nusioollah it appears 
that he applied to be allowed to collect money but met with a 
refusal. His statements are not a b o v e  suspicion, for the removal 
of Keramut would give him an open field.

Mahtubooddeen is prosecuting the inquiry against Keramut. 
He may succeed in finding out more against him ; but until 
further evidence, and that of a trustworthy nature, be obtained, I 
think there is no use in arresting him, or calling upon him 
to appear.

On the 24th February I examined the following witnesses 
against Suffee Mahommed, who had a few days previously de­
livered himself up ; Jani Sirdar and Godai Mundul of Noynuggur, 
Bideshi Poramanik, of Nonabati and Baul Sircar of Bariparra. 
The statements of these men seem trustworthy, and would show 
that Suffee Mahommed is in the habit of preaching a jehad. 
Bideshi speaks to the payment of Rupees 25 by Suffee for the 
pruposes of a jehad. This appears to be the payment of which 
Shaduk Mu 11a spoke in his deposition, dated the 27th January. 
The circumstances are the same. The place where the money 
was paid, the persons who were present, and the details of the 
subsequent payment to Monirooddeen, are identical. The wit­
nesses, however, differ as to the amount, Shaduk naming Rupees 60, 
and Bideshi only Rupees 25.

Although I think that there is sufficient ground to justify 
the detention of Suffee Mahommed, I am not of opinion that 
his detention will be of much use. He does not appear to have 
much influence among Mussulmen, and he is a wretched, broken 
down old man, near his dotage. I think that were he released 
he would be careful to avoid anything of the sort in future.

(Sd.) W. Verner,
5th' March 1869. Officiating Magistrate.

27
From the Officiating Junior Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 

to the Officiating Commissioner of the Rajshahye Division, 
(d a te d  F o r t W illia m , 1 9 th  M arch  1 8 6 9 , N o .  1 8 93 ).
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I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, 
No. 'l00, of the 8th instant, forwarding some furthe'r notes re­
corded by Mr. Verner on the case against Monirooddeen Hadji 
and others, of Rajshahye, in an inquiry under Section 121 of 
the Penal Code, and, with reference to the concluding portion 
of the letter, to state that no steps should be taken at present 
for committing any one of those arrested.

2. A report has been called for from the Inspector-General 
of Police as to the expediency of releasing Suffee Mahomed, and 
the orders which may be passed on receipt of his reply will 
be afterwards communicated to you.

S. The question of issuing a warrant for the detention of 
Abdool Ghunnee, under Regulation l i t  o f 1818, will be considered 
when he has been actually arrested.

Copy of this letter and o f the one to which it is a reply, 
together with its enclosure, forwarded to the Inspector-General 
of Police, Lower Provinces, with a request that he will report 
whether Suffee Mahomed may, in his opinion, be unobjectiona- 
bly released.

From the Officiating Junior Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
to the Secretary to the Government of Madras,—( dated 
Fort William, 8th June 1869, No. 3898).

*
In continuation of my letter, No. 3707, dated the 3rd instant, 

I am directed to  forward to you, for such action as the Govern­
ment of Madras may think fit to take a copy of a further 
communication, No. 3517, dated the 4th idem, from the Officia­
ting Inspector-General of Police, Lower Provinces, reporting that 
one Moulvie Ahmedullah, a Wahabee, has p r o c e e d e d  to M a d r a s  
with a view to excite disturbance among Mahommedan regiments 
in that presidency.

No. 1894.

Fort William, 
19th March 1869.

(Sd.) A.. Mackenzie. 
Offg, Junior Secy, to the Govt, 

of Bengal.

28
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2. The Special Deputy Inspector-General of Police has 
been requested to obtain and submit, if possible, more detailed 
information as to Ahmedullah’s route, and the places likely to 
be visited by him, &c.

Enclosure :

Copy of a letter from the Special Deputy Inspector-General of 
Police, to the Inspector-Genenral of Police, Lower Provinces, 
dated 31st May 1869, No. 161.

I have received information, from what appears to me 
a trustworthy source, that a native of Bengal, named Moulvie 
Ahmedullah, a bigotted Wahabee, is at present in the Madras 
Presidency, and his chief object is to stir up the Madrassee 
sepoy regiments to mutiny. This man was formerly at Bhopal, 
and has been the companion of Feroze Shah. I am told, he 
was once arrested at Lahore, but was pardoned under the Govern­
ment proclamation. He is described as a very thin, tall man, 
having a lean and hungry look, hating the English, and engaged 
in travelling from place to place where Madrassee regiments are 
stationed, and carrying on seditious communications. It, appears 
to me worthwhile to communicate the above information to the 
Inspector-General of Police of Madras to have the movements 
of this man watched.

( Taue C opy)
( Sd. ) 'J . D. S. Smith,

Offg. Registrar, Bengal Police 
Office.

•Forwarded to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal in 
the Judicial Department for the consideration and orders of His 
Honour the Lieutenant-Governor, in continuation of this office'No. 
3335, dated 28th May 1869.

Bengal Police. Office, (Sd.) A. H . Paterson, Lieut.
Fort William, Colonel, Offg. Inspector Genl. of

4th June 1869. Police, Lower Provinces,
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From the Secretary to the Government of India, Military D e p a r t ­

ment, to the Secretary to Government, Military Department, 
Fort Saint George, (dated Simla, 27th September 1865, No. 
417)'.

I am directed to enclose, for the perusal of His Excellency 
the Governor in Council, copy of a letter, dated 14th ultimo, and 
of the memorandum alluded to, received from a Mahommedan 
nobleman in the Madras Presidency on the subject of ceasing to 
enlist Wahabees in the native army, and am to invite the atten­
tion of His Excellency in Council to the subject, in view to his 
considering whether it is desirable to discourage or stop the 
enlistment of men of this sect.

2. 1 am further to request information as to the probable 
number of Wahabees in the native army of Madras.

30

From SHURF-OOL-OOMRAH BAHADOOR, Member of the 
Legislative Council, to His Excellency the Right Honourable 
Sir J. L. M. LAWRENCE, Bart, G. C. B., and K.S. I., Viceroy 
and Governor-General of India,—(dated the Adyar, Madras, 
14th August 1865).

I beg to do myself the honour to hand you enclosed copy 
of a memorandum I have addressed to their Excellencies the 
Right Honourable Sir Charles Wood, Bart., Secretary of State 
for India ; the Governor of Madras, Sir W. T. Denison, K. C. B., 
and the Commander-itr-Chief Sir Gaspard Lemarchant, embracing 
what I know of the Wahabees, a sect, I am sorry-to say, of the 
Mahommedan religious' community which requires carefully tO 
be watched and looked a f te r  ; and if what I have stated induces to 
action which will a r r e s t  t h e  growth a n d  p ro g r e s s  of this sect, and 
thus to a considerable extent destroy one of the disturbing causes 
of the peace of India, I shall feel myself sufficiently rewarded.
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Memorandum for private Inforraatian :

I beg respectfully to submit the following for your consi­
deration, and I hope I may be excused if, in so doing, it be deemed 
that I have exceeded my duty ; but the subject to which it refers 
is one that has always caused me much anxiety, and I and all the 
members of my family for the past three generations have been 
faithful and loyal subjects to the British Crown, devotedly attached 
to their rule, than which we can never expect nor do we hope for 
a better. It has, therefore, always been a cause of sorrow to me 
that there should be any, the least disaffection evinced towards the 
British rule, and more so that stigma should rest in a great degree 
on a section of the Mahommedan religious community.

Any suggestion offered towards removing a threatened danger 
or a public evil will, I am sure, on the principle of “fore-warhed, 
fore a r m e d be well received, and under this impression I venture 
to express my sentiments.

It cannot but be held by all that much depends upon securing 
first the entire undivided allegiance of the native army : and this 
effected, the whole"country will to a man, as a consequence, remain 
loyal and faithful.

The suggestions I have to offer, therefore, are mainly in 
connexion with the native army. I shall detail them first and then 
give my rersons :—

1st.—That particular care be taken to exclude, as much as 
possible, the class or sect of people called “Wahabees” being 
enlisted in regiments.

2nd.—That this class of people be also excluded from being 
employed as Moonshees in regiments, or from going amongst the 
men of a regiment in the character of priest, ostensibly with the 
view of preaching to'them and giving good advice, but really with 
most designing and dark designs.

3rd.—That officers in command of regiments be'called upon 
to furnish returns showing the^Jiumber. of -Wahabee sepoys in their 
respective regiments, with* -the* view of-gradually getting rid of 
them.

My reasons for making the above suggestions lare as follows :



The Wahabees are a sect not perhaps generally known to 
Europeans. They are quite distinct from the orthodox Mahommed­
ans, though they conceal their real faith and assimilate themselves 
with Mahommedans.

“ Abdul Wahab, the founder of the sect, was born at El Howa, 
in the province of Nejd, in Arabia, more than a century ago, and 
was of the tribe pfTomyn. He studied at Bussora, Bagdad and 
Damascus, and ultimately returned to Nejd and settled at Dirryah. 
Connecting himself by marriages there with the chief resident 
Mahomed-ibn Sawd, he gradually obtained influence over the sur­
rounding Bedouin tribes*; but his son being blind, this ultimately 
passed to the Dirryah family, of whom Abdul Azez and his son 
Saoad were the most distinguished. Under them the whole of Nejd 
was subdued, the forces sent for its recovery by the Pacha of Bag­
dad twice defeated, the Beni Koleb and Attubi tribes converted 
and c o n f e d e r a t e d ,  Karfcrela, containing the tombs of Hussan (sic) ! 
and Hoossein, the sons of Ali, plundered, the Sharif of Mecca 
defeated, the holy cities Mecca and Medina together with Taif 
taken, and the entire Hedjaz reduced. The piracy of the Jowasim 
tribe, whoTiad become Wahabees, led to the despath by the Bom­
bay Government in 1809 of an expendition to the Persian Gulf, 
and to the reduction, after a desperate resistence, of their princi­
pal stronghold Shinaas, on the coast of Kerman.”

Some of the followers of this religion also introduced Waha- 
beeism into India ; they hoped, by the aid of Persia and Cabul, to 
establish themselves at Lahore ; but the lion of the Punjab, Runjeet 
Sing, drove them out of the Rawul Pindee and Peshawur districts. 
But though Wahabeeism received such a repulse; its followers were 
nothing daunted. Entertaining, according to their faith, a syste­
matic and uncompromising spirit of disaffection, and thirsting for 
supremacy, they spread themselves over the country preaching a 
“jehad” and stirring up their co-religionists against the British rule ; 
organizing associations, breeding plots and conspiracies. 'Such,” 
says a writer, “ is the unity of this sect, so complete its organiza­

tio n , and so entire is the subserviency of their numerous disciples 
to thhir spiritual leaders, that there is not a man, however distant
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may be his abode, or however small his income, who does not con­
tribute a small percentage to the common store, to be used for 
what they all consider the common weal” . The Sittana and Patna 
conspiracies sufficiently prove this, and the struggle at the Um- 
ballah-pass shows how ready the Wahabees are to avail themselves 
of every opportunity to awaken rebellion and stir up hostilities 
against the British rules. It, therefore, behoves the British Govern­
ment to take all possible means to arrest the evil influence of the 
sect, and to crush its power over the people.

.The presence of these men in the military service cannot but 
be injurious. With the facilities afforded in a regiment, they can 
easily injure the British power in the east. I have the best grounds 
for asserting that they go about amongst the men of the regiments 
in the character of priests, giving them very objectionable advice, 
tampering with their fidelity, and teaching them to be discontented 
with the British rule. As Moonshees, the Wahabees come into 
almost daily contact with European Officers. They make,careful 
observation, ascertain well their prejudices and predilections, and 
store up every thoughtless word and expression, which they (the 
W ahabees) take advantage to retail, in their character -of priests, 
to the men of the regiments, considerably magnifying and miscons­
truing words and acts. These men are really the chief, if not the 
only, cause of all disaffection ; they have their several agents all 
over the country, so that one, however distant, well knows what 
another is doing ; and thy are, at all times, ready and prepared 
pecuniarily to assist each other. As schoolmasters also in Regi­
mental schools, they exercise no small degree of influence both 
over old and young, and they even instruct their children to sow 
the seeds of hatred aginst the British among their fellow-pupils.

In another way, also, they are a source of great mischief. 
They not unfrequently assume the character of some great person, 
surrounding themselves with the pomp and parapherhalia of nobles, 
and princes, and by largenesses and gifts and act's of hospitality, 
attract to th^ir side large numbers of followers, whose allegia­
nce to the British Government -they gradually tamper with, and 
succeed eventually ̂  in altogether withdrawing. I may say, in a 
word, that so dangerous are they considered, that in all indepen­
dent countries in the east, where the British rule does not extend,
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they are never permitted to take up their permanent abode, nor 
encouraged to become settlers, nor are they permitted to remain 
therein without being closely watched. In Arabia, Turkey, Bokhara, 
and Mecca, if recognised they are punished and sent beyond the 
limits pf those countries. The Wahabees were one of the chief cause 
of the lementable Indian mutinies, and from the published ’reports 
it will be found that of the numerous conspirators that have been 
tried and hanged, they were all, with one or two exceptions, 
of the Wahabee sect. They are gaining ground in Southern India; 
arid, if inquiry be made, they will be found in considerable force 
in Vellore, Arcofc, Wallajahbad, Vanierobaddy, and Bangalore.

In offering the above suggestion I beg that inquiry be ins­
tituted relative to what I have mentioned ; and, if there be some 
degree of truth in the same, that circumstance will, I trust, be 
deemed a sufficient apology for my having intruded the subject 
on your attention, and addresed you relative thereto.

The Adyar, (Sd). Shurf-Ool-Oomrah Bahadoor,
Madras, Member of the Legislative

ll'th  AugsTl835. Council of Madras.
(True Copy)' -

(Sd.) H. W. NorfnaCi, Colonel, 
Secy, to the Govt, of India.

.  • V*
v Order, No. 3831, 14th October 1 J?65

Communicated to the Commander-in-Chief (AdjutantGeneral's 
D^partm&nt) for -Hisr Excellency’s observations, and in view to 
the submission of» a return o f the probable number of Wahabees 
serving in the aative army of Madras. j

2. The bapers will also be communicated.* through the Jui- 
cial and Revenue Departments, to the Inspectof^General of Madras 
Police and id  the Acting Commissioner^6 f Police at the Presi­
dency for remarks, and for the submission to Government, at 
an early date, of such information on the subject of the Wahabee
sect generally id the districts of this^fesidency as may be available.
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3. Copy of the papers will also be furnished to the Poli­
tical Department. '

(True Extract).
(Sd.) H .‘Marshall, Colonel, 

f 'a 'm 'Secretary to Government.iS L i
From the. Adjutant General, Head-quartefs, Ootacamund, to the 

Secretary to Crovernment, Military Department, Fort Saint 
George,—(dated 9th November 1865, No. 562).

* With reference to Proceedings, Madras Government, No. 3831 
of 14th October 1865, calling for the observations o f the Comman- 
der-in-Chief on a communication from Shurf-ool-Oomrah Bahadoor, 
Member of the Legislative Council, Madras, relative to religious 
sect called the ‘‘Wahabees,”  I have- the honouf to report, that 
Sir Gaspard Lemarchant has, for some months past, ,beeh ins­
tituting a confidential inquiry into that subject, the" result of 
which shows that the “ Wahabee” sect in limited numbers does 
e x is t  m o re  or (ess in the several regiments in the native army ; 
that they are a dangerous element, likely on opportunity to tamper 
with the fidelity of the soldiery and spread disaffection among 
them j that at the. present moment their influence has not pro­
gressed to an extent to cause apprehension ; that in the existing 
unsettled feeling of the army, induced by the state of transition 
through which if is now passing, it might prove impolitic openly 
to interfere with /them, but that, at the same time, their opera­
tions and conducjf should be suspiciously and" carefully wafched,_ 
arid” theG enera l Officers be called upon to make special allusion '  
to this-subject in tngir periodical Confidential Reports.

v  2 . .  In connexibn with this inquiry, a point which Struck 
the jnind of Sir p a sp a rd  Lemarchant as most reredrkabfe has 
been that although it is in the recent memory of apl that in the 
late mutiny, whenj^he native troops in upper India Vcre ripe for 
revolt, ready to adk^gainst our soldiers, our officers and their 
families, even at that moment, the firmest confidence!'was reposed 
in their loyalty and devotion, and nothing but their open rebellion 
could displace that feeling 'eyen from the minds of many in the 
very highest authority ; and so now, the same apathy and confi­
dence, notwithstanding the experience of the past, prevails amon­
gst the officers of the army ; yet in strange contrast, if  the
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smallest information to support this is.sought for from them, all 
admit that the state of feeling of the native mind towards us 
is an almost sealed book, that nothing whatever can be ascertained 
on this point, or scarcely conjectured ; that the life, habits of 
thojight and feelings of the population are enveloped in mystery ; 
and when we reflect for ji moment on the causes that induce them 
to dislike us, and- how before they so successfully concealed their 
designs and ■secretly disguised their intentions, it does appear 
to Sir Gaspard Lemarchant that with this prevailing ignorance, 
an over-weening confidence of security is scarcely to be reconciled 
with prudence, and that the policy of a constant weakening of the 
strength of our European force in this country, therefore, involves 
a very grave consideration.

P. S.—The confidential reports of Major-General Haines and 
Brigadier-General Shubrick are forwarded for the infomation of 
Government. I t  appears to the Commander-in-Chief, from the 
letters he has received on the subject, that it is impossible to 
form any estimate of the number of Wahabees in the native 
army.

From the Officer Commanding Mysore Division, to the Military Sec­
retary to His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, Madras,—
(dated Bangalore, 13th November 1865).

I have carefully perused the confidential memorandum of 
the Honourable Shurf-ool-Omrah Bahadoor on the subject of the 
se c t 'o f  Mahommedans called Wahabees, and having made some 
guarded inquiries concerning their numbers and influence amongst 
the native troops in this Division, I do myself the honour of 
forwarding a few remarks for submission to His Excellency 
the Commander-in-Chief as directed in your letter of the 20th 
September.

2. *The information Commanding Officers can give me on 
this head is generally very limited. I merely demanded what 
themselves knew, deeming it unadvisable that direct inquiry should 
be instituted amongst the native ranks as calculated to cause 
alarm ; but information obtained from another source leads me
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to think that Commanding Officers may not be awarfe of the 
extent to which the doctrines of this sect have been adopted 
by the men under their command, - n J

For instance, I am 'assured that in the F. Battery, Royal- 
Horse Artillery, (Native) there, are no Wahabees, but- I ant fff 
possession of a letter highly laudatory of a Moulvie of that'sect,- 
named Abdoo I Hi [Hayy] which is signed by no less than ten 
men of the Battery, who are supposed to have been recently 
converted. One paragraph of this production, I am informed, 
runs thus:—

“ Moulsrie Abdool Hi is the most learned lord of all Maho­
mmedans, not only the Horse Brigade, but the whoje army 
in this place are his property, and he is m aster of all, 
and jio  one can disobey his orders, oY do anything against 
his will” . - ‘ I

There is a vast amount of high-flown language in this paper, 
and I  consider the paragraph quoted to be of that nature, rather 
than an acknowledgment of fealty to the Moulvie. TJie Moonshees 
of the 18th Hussars and 10th Foot also sign this document.

4. Colonel Hodson thinks there are only four Wahabees 
in the 22nd Native Infantry, ,v/z., one Havildar and three Privates. 
My informant names only six, but in addition states that all 
the Mahommedans transfered from the 48th are of that religion.

5. Colonel Rich states that there are about twenty in the 
33rd Native Infantry, and I cannot say that he underrates their 
numbers ; my informant names fifteen, and adds that many others 
follow the same religion.

6. Colonel Dobbie here, now on leave, does not stafe the 
number of these men in the 14th Native Infantry, but he is. 
most distrustful of the sect. My informant states broadly that 
all the Mahommedans in the 14th are Wahabees, and Colonel , 
Dobbie, to my mind, somewhat confirms this, in stating that the
* A  c e rem o n ia l obse rv an ce  Ashaur Ishana * is not kept up,~

at tha Mohorum. This is, I believe, on<? of the
points of difference between the two sects.

7. Colonel Kempster says there are no Wahabees in the,., 
6th Madras Native Infantry, but he considers that a great change 
has taken place generally amongst the Mahommedans, owing,
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he thinks, to the greater cheapness of book. They have cease'd 
to keep the Mohcrrum as in former years, that is, as regards the 
ceremonies, ‘in Whicli" many Hindoo customs were introduced. 
These they seem to have* dropped 'entirely. This may be the-march 
of intellect and the resiilt of study,; but, as remarked above, la m  
more inclined to attribute it to Wahabee teaching. The 6th'Native 
Infantry is not mentioned by my native informant.

8. Colonel Gage says that in the 15th Native Infantry-thete
are fifteen, viz., two Native Officers, one Non-Commissioned Officer, 
and about twelve Privates. I am informed that all the Mahommed- 
ans are Wahabees. ‘ *

9. In tjie 30th Native Infaatry there are said ‘to* be twenty- 
two, but there may be more.

10.. Of the Corps not ifl this Division, I am informed that 
all the Mahommedans of the 3rd Light Infantry are of that sect. 
Almost all in the 9th, 11th, 31st, 32nd( and 35th Native Infantry 
are -so. In every Regiment of Native Infantry there are some ; 
in the 1st and 4th Light Cavalry there are a few, but in' the 2nd 
and 3rd Light ^Cavalry, none. A gre&t number of pensioned 
native officers and sepoys are also Wahabees. _

1 1 . I have been furnished with a list of the chief men of 
this sect in Bangalore, which may, or may not, be correct ; gene­
rally the Butchers, Lubbays, and Moplas belong to it.

12. There is no doubt a good deal of secret correspondence
[ goes on ] between the Wahabees of lower India, and those of
Delhi, Lucknow, and other places. There is also supposed to
be mnch communication going on between the Mahorflmedans 
of Madras, Mysore, and Hyderabad, but this applies to them 
generally, not to one sect in particular. I have no means of testing 
the accuracy of this.

13. ‘ It- js stated that there are upwards of 5000 Wahabees
in Bangalore.* These people have at times been very troublesome
* T h is  e s tim a te  is p ro b a b ly  c o n s id e ra b ly  to the police, but such dis-

exaggre,gated, and probably includes turbances as have arisen
a ll  w ho  in a n y  w ay d isse n t fro m  th e
Soonee tenets. have generally been caused

by* th e i r  fe u d s  w ith  th e  S o o n e e s , r a t h e r  th a n  from any special 
disaffection towards our Government, but should such arise, it 
is' amongst men of this class we may expect to find our most
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able and energetic adversaries. They are said to be superior 
in energy to the'enervated: M ussulm enof the south, and would, 
therefore, be more likely to take a lead, and be-dangerous in 
troublous times.

14. I believe the sect to be organized much in the man­
ner stated by the. Honourable Shurf-ool-Omrah; that they work 
systematically to gaid their ends, and that 'they are essentially 
a proselyting body, gaining .strength daily.

■15. I have obtained this information through ^ a jo r  Watts, 
an old Suprintendent of Police, of much local knowledge and 
experience. The native from whom he has received it has 
given it incidentally in ihe course of conversation, yrithout the 
slightest idea that any use was to be made of it. M ajor Watts, 
consider? the p a n  perfectly trustworthy ; he- was found so in 
1857-58, when he gave much valuable information to 'Govern­
ment. I cannot test the value of evidence to any extent without 
its becoming known that inquiries are -being made on this very 
delicate subject. I am aware that the people of this sect are 
under ihe observation of Civil authorities, and are well-krtown to 
them. Should any further intelligence concerning them reach me,-* 
I shall not fail to report, through you, for the information of 
His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief.

Enclosure :

Translation of a letter from Mohamed Casim, Moonshee of the 
18th Hussars

Mohamed Casim, Moonshee of the 10th Europeans, and the 
Native Officers and the men of the Horse Brigade, in answer 
to the letter from Comandant Mohmood Khan, Ahmed 
Khan, Oosman Khan, Abdool Wahab Khan, and all other 
fellow brothers of Wahabee religion residing in Nawee Patt.

Dear fellow brothers,

We have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter, requesting to let you know the cause of the expulsion 
of our most reverend and most honourable priest and preacher 
Moulvie' Abdool Hi Sahib (here the writers applaud and praise
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him in verses and prose in so much that more than a page is 
full of it) from the mosque of the Cavalry lines ; it iŝ  true, 
but not by the Cblonel’s order some rascals, and 'blackguards 
of this place (here; the writers abuse both in,verses and in prose 
in-so much .that a page is full of i t )  having made some false 
accusation against him, caused him to be expelled.

The monkeys have taken possession of the pulpit, which 
was ones used by the monks. ‘ *

Moulvie Abdool Hi is* the most learned’ lord o f all M aho­
mmedans ; not only the Horse Brigade, but fhe whole army in 
this place, moreover the whole country >ire his property, and he 
is master -of all, and no -one can disobey his orders, nor can 
do anything against* hfs will 5 he has composed a number of 
vpry useful books (here the writers write a long,poetry praising 
him).

We assure you, -sirs, he is the best guide and first-rate priest 
to all our fellaw-brothers. If any rogue or rascal speaks against 

'hi? character you should not believe him, and .should not miss 
the path of our religion as well as of our belief in that learned 
.priest.

W hat more can we write.
Dated the 11th Rubby Ussany,

Hijree year 1282.

(Sd.)M ohamed Abdoola, Subadar of Gun Troop.
( „ ) Mohamed Casim, Moonshee of the Hussars.
( ,, ) Mohamed Casim, Moonshee of the 10th Europeans.
( , , )  Ebrahim Khan, Jemadar of Gun Troop.
( „ ) Syed Budeen, do. do.
( ,, ) Mohamed Usoof, Havildar of the Gun Troop.
( , , )  Shaik Ahmed, do. do.
( „ )  Gholam Moheddeen, Drill Naigue of Gun TrooP-
( „ ) Syed Casim, Havildar of the Gun Troop.
( ,( ) Gholam Cawder, Naigue do.
( , ,  )  C u lu n d e r  H o o s in e ,  o f  G u n  T ro o p .
( „  ) Abdoor Rahman, Sepoy of do.

14—
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33

From the Officer Commanding Nagpore- Force, to the Military
Secretary to His Excellency the’ Commander-in-Chief,-(dated
Kamptee, 10th October 1865).

I have the honour, in reply to your confidential letter of 
the 20th September, with its enclosure, on the subject of Wahabees, 
to state, for the information of His Excellency the Comman- 
der-in-Chief, that the sect of Mahommedans does, prevail, more 
or less to my knowledge, in all parts of the Madras Presidency, 
and doubtless elsewhere, wherever Mahommedan populations exist. 
It does cot, however, call itself by the name of Wahabee - repu­
diating that designation, as a reflection on a true follower of 
Mahomet- but is so called, so spoken of, and so named in ordinary 
conversation by all Mahommedans of the old school resident 
in Sourthern India, and particularly by Mahommedans, who from 
long association with Hindoos, have to some extent become Hin- 
dooized in their views and practices, and oblivious to the teachings 
of the Koran.

2, To hear reputed Wahabees discuss the doctrines of their 
faith is to hear, for the most part, a general condemnation of the 
whole Mahommedan population of India. They denounce the 
superstitions acquired by their co-religionists, by contact with 
Hindooism, and exalt the purity of the.Christian faith as appro­
ximating nearer to what is right in their belief, than the deeds and 
words of those whom they term, but degenerate followers of 
Mahomet.

3. They consider themselves as alone true Mahommedans, and 
in consequence disallow either that they are Wahabees, or that there 
is such a sect as the Wahabee. It is, therefore, at that there is 
such a sect as the Wahabee. It. is, therefore, at all times difficult 
to ascertain in any station, or, in any regiment, the exact number 
o f this class. Mahommedans of the old school, while clinging 
to their own opinions, and quasi-Hindoo observances or rites, do 
not like to inform against them, do not like to oppose them unne­
cessarily and from a feeling or consciousness that the Wahabees



may! after all be in the right, and really better instructed than them-* 
selves- in the doctrines of the Koran, do not care to intrude the 
subject jon Europeans. ,

4. There is, in fact, a line of demarcation between classes 
of Mahommedans, which they tacitly observe, and never willingly 
cross. But if discussions arise, as they will someti'mes do, bet­
ween themf each will revile and curse the other, the otle, deeming 
the other as not Mahommedans, but merely a fanatical sect, rightly 
called Wahabee ; the other considering the former as worse than 
Christians, and but little removed from Hindoos. Having promisecf 
thus far, I beg leave to call the sect, Wahabees, in contradistinction 
to ordinary Mahommedans of Southern India. i

5. The testimony of all British Officers to the character of 
the Wahabees whom they have met or known is invariably the 
same. It is always favourable to their intelligence, their higher 
regard to duty ; to truth-speaking in civil atid criminal cases 
connected with social duties; to their reverence of the Almighty, 
ancl to the inculcation of a charity in deed and in thought large 
and abounding towards all men ; meaning thereby both Mahommed­
ans and Christians, but not any caste of Hindoos. For these 
latter, with their idol-worship, countless gods, and endless ceremo­
nies, they have an unconquerable and avowed aversion.

'6. On the other hand, I have never met with an Officer, 
Civil or Military, who, after making these declarations of the 
Wahabees as a class, would allow that he would trust a Wahabee 
with his personal security, or would value his life at a straw, 
if  dependent on the mercy or common humanity of a Wahabee 
for it. On the contrary, one and all have said that the Wahabee 
is to be relied on, only so long as his power is not in the 
ascendant. That the man of smooth speeches, of fair character, 
and some virtue, would become a friend, if opportunity were 
afforded him of practically showing his faith in that article of 
his religion, which inculcates the indiscriminate slaughter of all 
who do not believe in Mahomet.

7. Officers Commanding Native Regiments invariably bear 
testimony similar to the above of all Wahabees. They acknowle­
dge their good qualities, but at the same time tqistrust thertj.
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As individuals j they very rarely fall under censure-as a class 
they are rarely heard of- save an excess of zeal has led one or 
more of their number to cast reflections, clear and explicit, on 
other Mahommedans. Their chief pursuits appear to be to attend 
certain mosques, to be very regular at their devotions, and now 
and then, whenever by learning or education, qualified for the 
duty, to turn preachers themselves o,f what they consider the 
r^al-doctrines of the Koran.

8. In a word, they would be a more dangerous class than 
they are, because fanatical in the extreme,- if their numbers 
were not few everywhere. Still they are not to be despised, for 
on an opportunity offering they would be more than mischievous, 
and by th^Tr zeal and self-sacrifice, would influence multitudes 
to follow them.

,9. The 3rd Regiment Light Cavalry, with the exception 
of about sixty Hindoos, like other Native Cavalry Regiments, 
is composed exclusively of Mahommedans. Of these it is belie­
ved from twenty to thirty may be Wahabees of a most decided 
character, with a following of, perhaps, as many more, who may 
or may not eventually join them heart and soul. In regard to 
rank, Commissioned and Non-Commissioned Officers as well as 
Troopers are found among them. All the other Mahommedans 
of this Regiment are of the old school, and will sometimes openly 
curse and revile them as pestilent meddlers and interferers with 
long-established customs, and usages, and modes of belief. Never­
theless, in a general mutiny, such as that of the Bengal Army 
in 1857, all Mahommedans would merge their differences, and 
unite as one body under various influences, religious excitement,, 
hope of amelioration, change for the better against the British 
power. Hence it is that the sect of Wahabees, though so few, 
are in reality so dangerous, for their zeal and fanaticism on such an 
occasion would certainly carry headlong all other Mahommedans.

10. I do not think the Wahabees are likely to rise rashly, 
but given an opportunity, they would do so heartily.

11. Colonel Radcliffe, Commanding 3rd Regiment Light 
Cavalry, considers that the Wahabees in his Regiment came al­
together from the 5th Regiment light Cavalry, being drafts to the 
3rd Light Cavalry on the disbandment of that C o rp s .
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12. The foregoing remarks apply for the most part equally 
to Ihe 12th and 36lh Regiments Native Infantry, except that in 
point of numbers, Hindoos in these Corps, as in all Native 
Infantry, Regiments, predominate vastly over M a h o m m e d a n s .  
Colonel Halliday, Commanding" 12th Native Infantry, considers 
that the Wahabees in his Regiment may amount to fifteen or 
.twenty, with a following of as many more. Colonel Galway, 
Commanding 36th Native Infantry, considers that there may be 
from twenty to thirty in his Regiment and perhaps, an equal number

'w ho incline towards the sect. In both Regiments there is the 
same enmity occasionally shown to the sect, and in both Regiments 
Wahabees are found in all ranks.

13. I t is a singular fact that Colonel Halliday considers, 
the Wahabees in his Regiment came from the disbanded 49th 
Native Infantry ; while Colonel Galway considers his, came from 
the 50th Regiment Native Infantry on the disbandment of that 
Ccops. All three, Colonels Radcliffe, Galway, and Halliday, in­
dependently agree in this that till drafts arrived to their Regi­
ments from disbanded Corps, there was never any dissension 
or difference of opinion known to exist in matters of -belief 
or practice among the Mahommedans of their Regiments. All 
three likewise agree in considering the Moonshees attached to 
Native Regiments as a very designing, disaffected, and intriguing 
class. But they refer to the young men of the present day, not 
to the old men of the old school.

14. In the city of Nagpore there is no doubt much dis­
affection among all classes, Hindoos and Mahommedans, to British 
rule. It could not be otherwise, for the assumption of the king­
dom necessarily beggared many heretofore in independent cir­
cumstances. Among these disaffec.ted people, no doubt the 
Mahommedans are not the least, but their numbers, as compared 
to the rest of the inhabitants, are insignificant, and the Wahabees 
among them but a mere fraction. Still as a class they are not 
to be despised any more than the Wahabees found in Native 
Regiments, for they are uncontrolled, and travel to and fro, visi­
t in g  what m o s q u e s  o r  places th e y  tike . Moulvies f ro m  a m o n g  th e m  
have every now and then shown themselves in the Sudder Bazaar, 
and other mosques at Kamptee, where their presence has been



110 Wahhabi Trials o f 1863-1870

sometimes welcome, sometimes unwelcome, according as' the prea­
chers fell into the views of the congregations' gathered 'to hear 
them. • 1 f

15. Of Kamptee itself, and the Wahabees found in its Sudder 
Bazaar, I have little to add to what I have already written of the 
sect. They may number from fifty to sixty, and have as many 
disciples. In the 1st Native Infantry at Hooshungabad, there arer  ̂
probably a sprinkling, though- I have no certain knowledge of t’he 
fact ; and in the 7th Native Infantry at Raipore, I should judge the 
numbers to rise higher, from 50 to 100- this Regiment having twice, 
to my knowledge, been more or less mixed up in seditious or 
questionable practices reported at the time to Sir Hope Grant, and 
disposed of under his orders.

I beg to apologise for the 1‘ength of my communication.

34
t

From the Acting Commissioner of Police, to the Chief Secretary to
Government, Fort Saint George,—(dated Madras, 23rd Novem­
ber 1865).

With reference to the order of Government No. 3831 of the 
14th ultimo, I have the honour to communicate a few particulars 
regarding the Wahabee sects, gleaned from very quiet inquiry. I ' 
have abstained from any direct investigation in the absence of 
information as to the views of Government on this point.

2. Wahabees themselves rather object to the' term as a 
distinctive appellation of their sect. They claim to be “ pure 
Soonee” . The Soonees, of course, are the so-called orthodox 
Mussulmen, who, besides differing from the Shias on points of 
doctrine, hold the descent of the Caliphs from Aboo Bukr, the 
father-in-Law of Mahommed, whereas the Shias hold the descent 
from Ali, Mahommed’s son-in-Law, the death of whose sons, 
Hassan and Hoosein, they celebrate in the Mohorum. But a large 
number of Mussulmen, especially, amongst the lower classes, are 
very ignorant of the doctrines and traditions of their own religion, 
and hence it has come to pass in this country, where the ceremonial
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observances of any kind possess a great attraction that distinctions 
have become confused, and Soonees mix themselves up with Shias 
in the celebration of the Mohorum.

3. The Wahabee movement-is in the nature of revival. They
seek to re-establish the pure doctrines of their religion. They reject 
the intercession or worship of Saints, and all forms and ceremonies. 
They worship God alone as a Spirit and deny any divine character­
istics to Mohamed himself. So far, no exception can be taken to 
their tenets, and they contrast favourably with their co-religion­
ists. The only danger is that being earnest men they may seek to 
carry out in full all the precepts of their religion, including that 
of the "jehad," or direct hostility to every other creed. Experience 
shows that a very dangerous spirit exists amongst the members of 
this sect. *

4. So far as I can learn, Wahabeeism was first vigorously 
promoted in Madras by Khani Alum Khan on his return from the 
northern parts of India about seven years ago. One of his daugh­
ters was married to Prince Azeem Jah, but is since dead. Since the

■ death of Khani Alum Khan, his two sons, Jun-o-jun Khan, a Car­
natic pensioner on Rupees 200 per mensem, and Khyroodeen Khan, 
a pensioner on Rupees 35 per mensem, have been the leaders of the 
Wahabee movement in Madras. But Khyroodeen Khan has recently 
go'ne to Hyderabad, where he has a good prospect of obtaining 
employment under the Nizam. Jun-o-jun Khan is an intelligent 
and highly educated man. He has been appointed one of the 
Municipal Commissioners under the new Act.

5. Wahabee meetings are held in Triplicane, Poodoopet, 
Pursewaulkum, and other places in Madras, generally on Fridays. 
Sepoys frequently attend. The sons-in-law of Khan Ali Khan, 
Mahommed Oosman and Abdul Aziz go about as Moulvies and 
preach to sepoys and others. Mayut Hoossain, a private Moonshee, 
holds meetings at Nursingapooram, many sepoys are said to attend, 
principally from the Body Guard. Commanding Officers might 
doubtless ascertain, by direct inqufry, the number of Wahabees 
in their respective Corps. I have not yet directly inquired into 
the number of Wahabees in the Madras Police Force, but as 
far as I can learn, there are none. Constant duty prevents the
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opportunity of attending religious meetings. The Mussulmen ele­
ment is not strongly represented in the force. Only twenty-five 
per cent belong to that religion. Mohideen SharifF, the intelligent 
Native Apothecary at the Triplicane Dispensary, is believed to 
be one of the latest converts to Wahabeeism. The total number 
of Wahabees in Madras is variously estimated from 2000 to 4000. 
Jun-o-jun Khan himself stated it at 3000. The number is certainly 
increasing. A Wahabee named Abdul Kadir, son-in-law of Moulvie 
Ishmail, a Jaghirdar of Vaniembady, is now on a visit to Madras 
proselytising and collecting money for operations elsewhere. He 
comes twice or thrice every year for that purpose.

6. During some years I have observed the Mussulmen in 
Kurnool, Cuddapah and Vellore, have formed a low estimate of 
capacity for mischief, whether or not in correspondence with 
Hyderabad and other places. They seem to me to be quite effete 
and contemptible. Still, wherever there is a Mussulman he is a 
man to be watched, and Wahabees should be watched more then 
others. J  would venture to submit an opinion that watch should 
be as open and undisguided as possible. So-called secret inquiries, 
which can never remain secret, invest the objects of inquiry with 
a sort of fictitious importance. They imagine that they are feared, 
and that, therefore, they must possess some power. I f  returns 
of all sepoys and persons in Government employment, who profess 
Wahabee tenets, should be openly called for, the movement 
would probably receive as much .check as can be necessary. Police 
observation would do the rest.

7. I enclose certain newspapers, marked A, B, C, D. The 
Nayara Auzim, or “ Sun of the world,” maked A, was the publi­
cation which advocated Wahabee ideas. The movement excited 
considerable opposition in Madras, and the paper B, Diwar-i-Kahkah, 
or “Wall of Laughter,” was started in opposition to the Wahabee 
organ. On this, the Bailchah (C), or “Mattock,” was called into 
existence. The illustration at the head shows that it was inten­
ded to demolish the “Wall of Laughter” . It is still continued, 
but without the satirical illustration, in the form marked D, and 
is now the Wahabee organ in Madras. The paper E, gives a 
list of the subscribers to this newspaper, from which it will be seen 
that the circulation though not large, is widely spread. The
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newspaper has been registered in this office, under Act XI, of 
1835, by the publisher, Shekh Imam. It is printed at the Muham- 
madi Press in Triplicane, which is a duly registered press. One 
KadirPudsha, an intelligent man, is'the editor.

8. I have found no evidence oT any seditious tendencies on 
the part of the Madras Wahabees as y e t ; of course it is difficult 
to know exactly what takes place at their meeting. They hav6 
been struggling to establish their tenets in the face of strong 
ridicule and dislike o:i the part of other Mussulmen. A controver­
sial discussion in 1864 led to a street disturbance. Prince Azeem 
Jah is entirely opposed to them, and that they would not seem 
to possess much power in Madras at present. It is said that 
theniajority  of their proselytes are sepoys.

(

35

From the Government Agent, Chepauk, to 'the Chief Secretary 
to Government,—(dated 4th December 1865).

I have the. honour to submit the following remarks called 
for by Government Order, dated 16th October 1865, No. 256.

II. That the Mahommedan sect called “Wahabee” ' has incr­
eased in numbers during the last twenty yea:rs in sufficiently proved 
by the fact that the members of it do not now hesitate to avow 
themselves- whereas formerly they were afraid to do so. I do 
not, however, believe that they will ever attain a preponderance 
over their co-religionists, and I consider, therefore, that the exis­
tence of the sect is so far from being a source of danger th a t 
it is rather to be desired as introducing disunion amongst a 
class which undoubtedly has a tendency to become dangerous. 
The Wahabees may be described as Mahommedan puritans. They 
aim at restoring the Mahommedan religion to what they consider 
to have been its original condition by purifying it from popular 
customs which have gradually grown upon it. This is an aim 
which will always be limited to a minority, and which will 
always m a k e  that m in o r i ty  unpopular with the rest o f  the c o m m u ­

15—
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nity. Those who desire reform and arc willing to make sacrifices 
for the sake of obtaining it, are the well-informed, the zealous 
and the unselfish. By far the greater part of the Mahommedans 
in the south of India are very ignorant as to their faith- the 
perfect religious freedom which they at presnt enjoy has very, 
much weakened their bigotry, and they are attached to*the customs 
which the Wahabees forbid. For these reasons, I believe that the 
sect in question will not increase to any dangerous extent, and 
so long as it remains a mere sect, their secession from their from 
their co-religionists has effect of weakening the general strength 
of Mahommedanism.

III. The Honourable Shurf-ool-Oomra Bahadoor, on whose
representation Government have been pleased to call for infor­
mation, appears to be under the impression that the sect spoken 
of has increased so much within the last few years as to deserve 
the notice of Government. I beg to express my belief that the 
increase has not been so sudden as the Bahadoor seems to think. 
The late Nabobs of the Carnatic were strongly opposed to the 
wahabee tenets, and their opposition, although it could not check 
the spread of the movement, did have the effect, in Madras at 
least, of inducing converts to conceal the change of their opinions. 
I do not myself believe that the influence of these princes on their 
countrymen was so great as it is generally represented to have been; 
but they had a considerable revenue, and they represented the 
Mahommedan Sovereignty. They had, therefore, a certain power 
and a certain influence, in consequence of which many persons 
who had adopted the new tenets did not avow them. On the 
extinction of the musnud there ceased to be any reason for con­
cealment, and there was consequently the appearance of a great
and sudden increase to the sect, but in reality the increase was 
the growth of many years.

IV. The Bahadoor wishes that Wahabees should be preven­
ted from enlisting in the army. I consider, on the contrary, 
that it is very desirable to have a certain number of them in 
the service. The policy of composing the native army of a mixture 
of castes had been established during the last ten years beyond
dispute- and it is merely an extension of that system to take
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advantage of sectarian differences as well as of diversities of race— 
every Madras Battalion is composed of one-third Mahommedan to 
two-thirds Hindoo. The Mahommedans are again subdivided into 
the four tribes of Syed, Sheikh, Moghul, and Pathan. If  a certain 
number of these are Wahabees, the rest being orthodox Mahomme­
dans, a further element of disunion is introduced into the body. 
I should consider such an arrangement positively desirable in itself 
but I may add that I do not believe the measure suggested by 
the Bahadoor to be practicable. Mahommedans consider them­
selves justified in concealing their religious opinions, when their 
avowal is likely to be injurious to them. If Wahabees desire 
to enter the service and find themselves refused as Wahabees, 
they will profess themselves orthodox- and their presence in the 
army might then be dangerous- for their numbers and power 
would be unknown, and the attempt to exclude them would natur­
ally have a bad effect on their minds. I do not believe that 
they could be, or would be inclined to be dangerous, so long 
as they are known, and so long as they are treated impartially. 
I beg also to submit that, speaking both from my own experie­
nce and from what I have been told by other officers, the Wahabee 
sepoys are generally good soldiers, superior to the common class.

It may also be remarked that there are two classes of natives 
whose influence over their countrymen requiers to be watched, 
viz., Brahmins and Syuds. If  either of these classes were to obtain 
a preponderance in the army, the result would be dangerous, 
but experience has shown that a certain number of them may 
be enlisted fo every regiment, not only without injury, but with 
positive advantage. I believe that the same use may be made of 
the Wahabees.

V. The Bahadoor appears to consider it established that 
Wahabeeism is synonymous with disaffection Jo the British Govern­
ment. I cannot think this assumption justified. Reformers are 
<apt to be fanatical, but the Wahabee movement has now been 
going on in the South of India for at least thirty years, and 
[ am not aware of the sect having ever given proof of disaffec­
tion though such charges have been frequently brought against 
them by the orthodox. From all I can learn I do not believe 
that the sect in this presidency is ill-disposed towards Govern-
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raent. Their views appear to be, at present, confined to con- 
vprting the other Mahommedans- to their own opinions. With 
regard to the assertions made by the Bahadoor, implying the 
existence of an organized conspiracy on the part of the "Wahabees, 
extending throughout the presidency, I do not believe that such 
a confederacy could exist in the army without almost immediate 
detection.

VI. In conclusion, I consider that the progress and conduct 
of the sect should be watched, as any important change should 
be; but I consider also that, in all information furnished on the 
subject, allowance should be made for sectarian prejudice in the 
informers. I do not believe the sect to be animated at present 
by any bad feeling towards Government, and I, therefore, do 
not consider that there is any necessity for measures which would 
place the Government and the sect in a position or antagonism 
to one another. The Wahabee profession is very strict. It is 
nof likely to be generally popular. The only circumstance likely 
to make it so would be any measure which could be represented 
to the people as persecution aimed at the Mahommedan religion.

Revenue Department

Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revneue, 13th 
December 1865.

Read letters from the Collectors of Madura, .Vizagapatam, 
and South Arcot, dated 27th October, 1st November, and 9th 
December 1865, Nos. 292, 899, and 275, respectively.

36

From the Collector of Madura, to the Acting Secretary to the
Board of Revenue, Madras,—(dated 27th October 1865, No.
292).
With reference to the Order of Government, Revenue Depart­

ment, dated I6th October, No. 2512, communicated by the Board 
under date the 19th idem, I have the honour to report that there 
are a few individuals of the Wahabee sect in this district, and
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that they are considered to be quieter, and more moral and 
orderly than the general Mussulman population.

2. They do not seem to make many converts to their views, 
and are not viewed with any favour by other Mahommedans, and 
have no influence.

37

From the Collector of Vizagapatam, to the Acting Secretary
to the Board of Revenue, Madras,—(dated 1st November
1865 No. 899).
I have the honour to reply to the Board’s Order, No. 2512, 

o f 16th October ultimo, about the Wahabee sect.
2. I do not know what Shurf-ool-Omrah means by saying 

that the Wahabees are “ quite distinct from the orthodox Maho­
mmedans.” I always thought that they were the revivers of the 
old primitive faith of Islam. What their religion really is, he 
no where imforms us. “ They conceal it,” says he “ and assimil­
ate themselves with Mahommedans.”

3. I know some Mussulmen who tell me they are Wahabees. 
I find them much better behaved outwardly ( whatever demon 
lurks within) than the general run of the Mahommedans in the 
country. The Mahommedans of Madras generally are suspected 
o f habitually drinking waters stronger than those to be found 
in the holy well Zem-zem, and their failings, as a class, cer­
tainly do not lean to the side of austerity. The Wahabees insist 
on the ancient sobriety of morals. “ Not to tipple, not to whore, 
to abstain from intoxicating drugs.” If I am to be a Mahommedan, 
write me down a Wahabee.

4. No doubt this austere discipline may tend to excite in 
those who exercise themselves in it a certain sourness towards 
non-professors ; but this feeling is very far removed from the 
spirit which would kindle a “ jehad.” Political and social cause 
of disaffection must be superadded to religious zeal, before you 
can move the masses belonging to one faith to rise up for the 
e x te r m in a t io n  o f  th o s e  o f  a n o th e r .  F o r  o u t- a n d -o u t  b ig o ts  y o u  

must look amongst priests ; the grosser ranks of society do not 
contain them. If Garnet had been unable to p o in t  to the cruel
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and rigorous disabilities under which Catholics lay in the reign 
of James I, there would have been no Gunpowder plot, nor would 
the intensity of Moplah fanaticism have been developed, had there 
been no habitual oppression on the part of the Nair landowners.

5. I, therefore, strongly reprobate Shurf-ool-'Orarah’s pro­
posal, that Wahabees shall be excluded from public employ. I 
should be very glad to think that the suggestion proceeds from 
the depths of his “ devotion lowards the British rule” - a devo­
tion in the highest degree creditable to a member of the
fallen house of Wallajah, and of the Carnatic Stipediaries ; but
when I remember the sectarian and domestic resentments which 
prevail amongst the leading Mahommedans I seem to find myself 
approaching the real motives that have been at work with him ; 
nor are my suspicions allayed by a perusal of his penultimate 
paragraph, where, after describing the pomp and prodigality some­
times exhibited by influential Wahabees, he pointedly indicates 
the localities where such exhibitions may be met with. I f  I 
mistake not, another member of the Wallajah family, who is on 
no friendly terms with our informant, is indicated by these 
remarks.

6. There are about 10,000 Mahommedan adults in this
district, and but few of them are Wahabees. Earning, in a great
majority of cases, their daily food in the sweat of their brows, 
they have scant leisure for the entertainment of the logical novel­
ties. They follow Islamism as they find i t ; and the few who 
have adopted the tenets of this puritanism, are the last people 
I should suspect of joining in a “jehad” . What is the state 
of things in the native army, I pretend not to say ; but I will 
express an earnest hope that, whether in the Military or Civil 
line, no attempt will ,be made to proscribe a man because he 
is a Wahabee. Let a fair proportion of Mahommedans be emp­
loyed, without scrutiny as to the particular belief of individuals, 
but without shutting our eyes and ears to the progress o f events. 
If treason is hatching, the police will discover it, and judgment 
will follow ; but a proscription which shall include every orthodox 
profession of Mahommedanism would be as impolitic as it would 
be unjust.
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i

From the Collector of South Arcot, to the Secretary to the Board
of Revenue, Madras,-(dated Cuddalore, 6th December 1865,
No. 275).

i I am in receipt o f Ihe proceedings of the Madras Government, 
Revenue Department, of the 16th October last, headed “ Confiden­
tia l/ ' and received through the Board of Revenue, on the subject 
pf the Wahabees, and requesting any information I may be able 
to obtain in regard to the existence of the sect in this district.

2. 1 was of course awarS of the existence of Wahabees in 
my district ; and. had always regarded them as disaffected and 
discontented as a class owing to religious influence, but I had 
likewise considered them numerically too insignificant and \too 
dispersed to be in any wise dangerous, or a body from whom any 
evil was to be apprehended.

3. There is no one, I believe, better aquainted with all sects 
of Mahommedans, and no one more loyal and staunch to the 
British Government in his every feeling, than my Deputy Collector 
of the salt Department, Mahommed Esuff Saib, and his associa­
tion with English peOple from his earliest infancy, and the 
thorough English education he has received pointed him out 
to me as a Native Mahommedan gentleman with whom f  "could 
with safety consult, and from whom I might glean much infor­
mation that would be of value in regard to the Wahabees.

4. The original of the enclosed paper is from Mahommed 
Esuff’s pen furnished at my request, and as I am not likely to 
obtain any further particulars which would aid the object of the 
present call, I see no reason to delay the submission of the 
paper, and I think the Government may find in it much valuable, 
if not novel, informatin in regard to the Wahabee sect.

5. The thorough acquaintance which Mahommed Esuff pos­
sess of Madras, and of the large Mussulmen community residing 
in that town and its suburbs, renders his remarks deserving of 
attention ; and it is sufficient that I particularly bring them to 
the notice of Goverment. ,
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6. The late Sub-Magistrate of Tricollore, Ghulam Kader, 
mentioned by Mahommed Esuff who was convicted of bribery 
and corruption and dismissed for those offences after under­
going a penal sentence, was known to- me as a Wahabee, and 
singular enough, not very long before he got into trouble, I 
had been led to suspect his r e a l  c h a ra c te r ,  and from circumstances 
too long and unnecessary to enter upon1 here, I had been impressed 
with a belief that he was not a staunch subject of the Govern­
ment ; but the occasion passed away, and I was loath to encourage 
the feeling based as it was on so very slight and trifling a 
foundation.

7. I have nothing to add (o the statement by Mahommed j  
Esuff in the enclosed somewhat interesting paper,.and which he has 
placed at my d isposal; but should any further particulars reach 
me regarding the Wahabee, or of their doings in South Arcot 
worthy of note, they shall of course at once be communicated 
for the information of Government.

8. As observed by the Deputy Collector, their number in 
this district is small, and their occupation mostly of a very humble 
and peaceable nature, and of all classes, one sees and hears less 
perhaps of them than of any other ; while it is seldom or ever 
that they are concerned in cases, criminal or otherwise, before the 
various tribunals and thus it does not appear that any particular 
attention has at any period directed towards them in my district 
at least.

I have carefully perused the Proceedings of Government' 
in regard to the Wahabees. Their Proceedings are herewith 
returned.

9. So far as this district is concerned, this class of people 
are few and far between ; at Chellancoopum, near the Old Town, 
lives a Wahabee family of one Gool’am Ghouse, a pensioned 
Goomastah of the late Principal Sudder Ameen’s Court, and a 
brother-in-law of Homud Sahib employed in the Session Court. 
At Vilepuram lives another family of a pensioned Havildar, or 
a Police Head Constable. In Sirvady, near Tindevanum is a 
Lubbay Wahabee'family.

10. In Tricullore, Tiroovady, Lalpettah, Manargoody, especi’- 
aly in the village of Eilaree, live some Wahabee families, all
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Lubbays. Ia pondicherry and in Cataricoopum are also living 

some Wahabee families.
The late Sub-Magistrate of Tricullore, Goolam Cader, is 

a zealous and bigotted 'Wahabee. So is tus son-in-law, name 
unkown, both living in Pondicherry.

11.' At Madras there are many families living in Black Town, 
Triplicane, Mylapoor, Royapet, Choolay, and Perambore lines ; 
of these families, those of Khanay Allum Khan and Munadur 
Jung are influential. Both are related to the Nawab.

Khanay Allum Khan is dead. His son Kyrooddeen Khan 
is now at Hyderabad, trying to help himself to some post under 
Salar Jung, but with very little success.

His other son, Janay Jahan Khan, is now one of the Ho­
norary Municipal Commissioners at Madras.

Moonadur Jung is now at Mecca. He is the brother of 
Asif Jung, but Asif Jung is no Wahabee.

The Native Surgeon Mohedeen Sheriff, attached to the 
Royapet Dispensary, is also a Wahabee. He has lately married 
into a family distantly connected, it is said, with Prince Azeem Jah.

12. As you have very properly remarked, these Wahabees 
are all over India, but mostly in the upper Provinces.

With few exceptions this sed  is composed of the lower 
orders of Mussulmen- such as Cotton cleaners, Tailors, butchers, 
and Lubbays. Some of our sepoys are also Wahabees.

At Pondicherry most of the sepoys and peons are Wahabees.
At Bangalore almost all the butchers w ha sell beef are 

Wahabees.
13. One Syed Mahomed, a-native of Upper Bengal app­

ears to have first preached Wahabeeism in India. He fell a victim 
to his faith at Mecca. He was succeeded b'y one Moulvie Ismail, 
a native of Rampore, and he again by one Moulvie Mahommed 
AH, a very able and 'eloquent preacher. In 1833 this man arri­
ved afc Madras, and in a few years converted numerous families. 
He was opposed by the orthodox Moulvies, of whom the most 
able and conspicuous were Moulvie Aslami Saib and Jamal Saib.

16—
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Moulvie Mahommed Ali was compelled to return to Bengal 
in 1837.

Khanay Allum Khan and Moonadur Jung remained stau­
nch, styling themselves Mahommed All’s Califas, or Deputies.

Many a family, however, which had embraced W ah ab ee is™  
relapsed after the departure of Mahommed Ali.

It would appear that Goolam Cader, the ex-Sub-Magistrate 
of Tricullore, was converted by this Mahommed Ali.

Generally the Wahabee is bigotted, intolerant, and disaffec­
ted.

14. The Soonees, or orthodox Mussulmen detest him%
Lampoons and satires are incessantly made and hurled at the 

head of the Wahabees. During the Mohorum, abuse of (every des­
cription is hurled on his head.

15. Years ago, under orders from the late Chief Magis­
trate of Madras, Mr. Edward Elliot, I had to watch one night 
at a Wahabee meeting in [ Trivancore ?]. The meeting broke up 
abruptly.

On another occasion a steady and unflinching Wahabee and 
Hyder Saib had to seek the protection of the law against some 
threats of one Aslun Jung, one'of the Moosahibs, Aide-de-Camp, 
of the late Nawab Aslum Jung, was bound over to keep the 
peace in heavy sureties.

16. During the late disturbances which convulsed upper 
India, some^confidential information touching this sect, and especi­
ally Asif Jung and his brother Moonadur Jung, was laid and 
submitted to Lord Harris, through Colonel Colbeck. The informa­
tion was furnished by an ex-Moonshee-1 forget his'name- and I 
had the honour to submit it  under orders, from His Lordship, I do 
not know whether I am called upon to offer any opinion tou­
ching the expediency of excluding Wahabees from our Regiments. 
I would only venture to add that the Wahabees have ever been 
a misguided and disaffected sect. Disaffected towards no rule 
in particular, but generally, whether it is British, Mahommedan 
or ainy other. Composed, as they are, of low, ignorant and 
illiterate classes of Mussulmen, they are too contemptible to give



with jvhich I am best, acquainted is small and uninfluenced. 
The stronghold of Mahommedanism is Vellore, where the creed, 
no doubt, is represented in all its phases. Mr. Barlow, to whom 
the inquiry was entrusted, writes that he had encountered the 
very greatest difficulty in obtaining any reliable information on 
the subject. He states that the Mahommedan community, being 
fully aware that some inquiry is being made by Government, 
are reticent and cautious to a degree, which renders it exceedingly 
difficult to form any conclusion as to the relative proportion and 
influence of the Wahabee sect to the more orthodox part of the 
Mussulman community.

3. The Kazi of Vellore on being questioned on the subject 
would have it believe that there are among his co-religionists 
no Wahabees in the proper sense of the term ; but that the 
appellation is applied to any Mahommedan who does not subs­
cribe to the external ceremonies observed by the more orthodox 
section of the Mussulman community at (usages ?) and-funerals. 
Others answered Mr. Barlow’s questions by saying that Wahabee- 
ism was a scandal to their religion ; but seemed to admit in 
the same breath that the points on which they departed from 
orthodoxy were so indefinite that it was difficult to say who wre 
Wahabee and who were not. Mr. Barlow writes that he had 
been unable to elicit any information with regard to the presence 
of Wahabeeism at Arcot ; but that at Arnee the sect was, he 
belived, not represented.

4. I place no reliance on the information thus obtained 
from the sub-division, nor does Mr. Barlow himself appear to 
attach much credit to it. The Kazi himself, I have reason to 
know, is, if not perhaps a professed Wahabee at heart, favourable 
to the doctrines which the sect inculcate ; and the Moulvie 
Moideen Sahib is an acknowledged leader and zealous supporter 
of the movement, and exercises an influence which is felt far 
beyond his own immediate circle. This man was prominent enough 
even in 1839 to incur suspicion and was tried for sedition, but 
acquitted ; since that, he has contrived to keep himself out of 
trouble and, being now an old man, has probably moderated 
his opinions, or, in any case, has learned to be cautious in giving 
them expression.
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5. Simultaneously with the inquiries now reported, the 
matter has been taken up by the Police Department, and, from 
what I can learn, with better success.

6. The Assistant Superintendent of Police, Captain Court, 
had, it appears, some former acquaintance with the 6th Regiment 
Native Infantry which has been recently located at Vellore, and 
has thus been able to collect some valuable information which 
would not otherwise have been procurable. The results have 
been embodied in a confidential report, which the Superintendent 
has submitted to the Inspector-General. This, when reaches the 
hands of Government, will, I believe, supply the deficiencies ih 
the report now made and enable Government, in connexion with 
the information which they may receive from other quarters to 
determine whether the movement is purelyreligious or has some 
political significance.

7. I write from a neighbourhood in which there is a large 
Lubbay population, and from all I have been able to learn am 
satisfied that Wahabeeism has among them many adherents, and 
that, whatever may be its attractions, proselytism is both,active 
and successful. I might mention that, not far from this, is a 
thriving Lubbay settlement where, as report has it, nearly the 
whole community hav$ adopted \yahabee tenets.

8 . In conclusion I would only observe that without Com­
mitting myself to any opinion as to the political or religious* 
character of this movement, there is yet about it a mysterious 
progressiveness which would seem to call for close and anxious, 
watching. The dissent itself appears to be a species of- puritapism 
or protestantism, if I rnay pse the terms, .from the ortlwdox orj 
more generally accepted persuasion. It is,thus, as far as I ca,n learn,, 
a simpler, purer, more iconoclastic form of the creed, and may, 
therefore, in its origin and purposes be a merely religious move-s- 
ment. But be this as it may, it will be wise to be on, our jguard 
against any divergence from an essentially fanatical religion, which 
will bring with it all its fierce spirit of intolerance which has 
made theological controversy so formidable and dangerous in 
all parts of the world. It may, I would further add, be a question, 
whether a new element of danger has not been introduced in
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disconnecting the office of Kazi from all State control, by placing 
the nomination and remuneration of the post absolutely in the 
hands of the Mahommedan community. Formerly there was some 
guarantee for this officer’s fidelity in his own self-interest, and 
in the honourable position he would feel he in a measure owed 
to Government ; but now that all official pressure and restraint 
have been withdrawn, it is to be feared that the election to 
this influential office will only be too generally carried by the 
least tolerant section of the community concerned.

42

From the Collector of Tinnevelly, to the Secretary to the Board 
of Revenue, Fort Saint George,—(dated Tinnevelly, 7th Feb­
ruary 1866, No. 61).
J have made inquiry in, every direction about the Wahabee 

sect, and can only find among the civil population a respectable 
old gentleman, with whom Mr. Child, the Judge, is well acqainted 
and has a high opinion of, belonging to that creed, but not so his 
sons. It does not appear to obtain among the Lubbay caste, who 
are the principal Mahommedans in this district. There are a good 
many Whabees, I am told, in the 6th Regiment Native Infantry, 
stationed at Palamcottah, whose peculiarity, I hear, is that they 
are the best behaved meh in the regiment.

2. The sect are, I understand, revivalists of what they con­
sider the true faith, reformers, more strict in what they consider 
to be the line of duty. It is one of the odjectionable features of

, the Mahommedan faith that it inculcates the forcible conversion 
or extirpation of unbelievers ; but whether the orthodox will 
attempt this procedure so long as they are in the minority, is very 
doubtful. The comfortable Lubbay Merchant will not be likely to 
seek for the crown of martyrdom ,by carrying out his religion to 
its extreme tenets.

3. I think it would be unreasonable to look for what we 
term “ loyalty” among large bodies of Mahommedans sincerely 
attached to their own faith ; but their bigotry is generally in
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proportion to their ignorance, and, so long as we conduct our­
selves with prudence and consideration to them, do not needlessly 
interfere with .their religious opinions, or entrust our Arsenals 
or Artillery to their custody, I think there is no cause for appre­
hension, from any arising among them.

4. There is no doubt that a jehad, o r  religious war, may 
at any time be preached up by zealous men, and Wahabee zeal 
may have had a considerable share in the causes which led to 
the late mutiny. Should this country be denuded of European 
troops, and reports be received of reverses sustained by us, 
opportunity might be taken of such chance of success. In a 
similar manner it might be found convenient to the French 
nation to wipe out the as yet unredressed fact of Waterloo.

5. If any danger threatened us from the Wahabee sect, 
it would arise from a combination in the native army. So far, 
I agree with Shurf ool-Omrah Bahadoor ; but, whether his sugges­
tions should be carried out, is a matter for deliberation in the 
Military Department.

6. The Madras army has hitherto shown considerable fide­
lity during a trying crisis ; a different system of administration 
and constitution, better discipline, and enlarged ideas from travel 
on foreign service, may have influenced it in some degree, and 
prevented its following the bad example of the Bengal Army.

7. Looking at the greatly increased cost of living in the 
present day, it might be worthy of consideration whether a smaller 
force with increased pay would not be a s^fer policy. Native regi­
ments brigaded with European troops would also be safer than 
isolated regiments ; but so long as the military service holds out 
a comfotable subsistence and provision for the future, men will 
weigh these advantages, and will not be induced 'to forfeit them 
lightly ; an orthodox Roman Catholic may hold the supremacy 
of the Pope, and yet not quarrel with the reigning dynasty.

8. It would be a doubtful policy to meddle with the Wahabee 
sepoys, who will require further incentives for 3isaffection than 
their religious tenets, which date from the time of Mahommed.

9. Whether better-behaved and more moral men as the Waha­
bee soldiers are said to be, would be more likely to join a mutiny
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than <their more Jax and dissipated comrades, may also be consi- 
dered. Hindo and Mahommedan bigotry has often been combined 
with notorious profligacy. I  think the date M r. .Conolty •mentionted 
some instances to this effect among the M o p la h  insurgents of 
M alabar.

10. As Magistrate o f Cuddapah I made some private in­
quiries of the Kazi as to  the tone,of the Mahommedan population 
of that town at the time .of the mutiny. That -they were, o r 
are, loyal, in our sense o f the .word, can only be held by a 
superficial observer. They received a lesson, after ■the murder 
of -the Joint Magistrate, Mr. Macdonald, thirty or more years 
ago, ( whose murderer is still worshipped as a martyr by the  
lower classes, and honours paid to -his tomb), which even now 
they have .not forgotten and the opening of the railway to  their 
town will probably conduce more to their continuing quiet and 
peaceable subjects than any other course of procedure.

43

From the Secretary to Government, Military Department, 'to the 
Secretary to the Government of India, M ilitary Department, 
(dated Fort Saint George, 14th March 1866, No. 98).

In acknowledging the receipt of your letter No. 417, dated 27th 
September 1865,1 am directed by His Excellency the Governor 
in Council .to forward, for submission to the Government of India, 
the accompanying copy of a communication* from the Adjutant
* N o. 562, dated 9th N ovem ber General relative to the

1865, with three enclosures. existence in the Madras
Native Army ,of the Mahommedan sect of Wahabees.

2. It will be observed that the Commader-in-Chief considers 
it impossible to form any estimate of the number of Wahabees 
in the army, aud ,tbat he deprecates any .open interference with 
them.

3. While concurring with His 'Excellency that it would be 
ip^pqlttic, in the <??cisting u n s e t t l e d  feeling of the army, to interfere



130 Wahhabi Trials o f 1863-1870

openly with the sect, the Governor in Council is of opinion 
that there should be no attempt a t concealment of the fact that 
the Government are making inquiries as to the extent to which 
Wahabeeism prevails.

4. With respect to the enlistment of men of this sect, 
.this Government" are not prepared to advise that the admission 
o f  Wahabees into the army should be positively prohibited. In- 
-deed, they consider that if the measure were even advisable, 
it would not be possible to secure the exclusion of members 
o f  the sect from enlistment, for if Wahabees were to be excluded 
-as such from the army, they would, on presenting themselves for 
•enlistment, dissemble their tenets.

5. At the same time the Governor-in-Council is of opinion 
th a t Wahabeeism should be carefully and unceasingly watched by 
Military, Civil and Police authorities, and that this should be 
done openly.

6. I am also directed to transm it for the information of 
o f  His Excellency the Governor General in Co uncil, the accom­
panying reports, as per annexed list, from Revenue and Police 
Officers, relating to  the Wahabee sect generally in this presidency. 
Further reports will be forwarded to you as received.

LIST.

No. From whom received Date. Subject.

6348 Acting Commissio- 23rd Novem- Communicating parti- 
ner of Police. ber, 1865. culars regarding the Wa­

habee sect gleaned from 
quiet inquiry.

€347 Government Agent 
at Chepauk.

4th Decem- Submitting remarks as 
ber 1865. to the increase in the 

Mahommedan sect called 
Wahabee.

6346 Proceedings o f the 13th 
Board of Revenue,
No. 422, four enclo­
sures.

do. Forwarding reports from 
uhe Collectors of Madras, 
Vizagapatam, and South 
Arcot, as to the existence 
o f Wahabees in theif res­
pective districts.
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236 Magistrate of Mala- 11th January Reporting that there are 
bar, No. 6. 1866. but few Wahabees in his

district, and that, as far 
as known, they have no 
position or influence.

699 Proceedings of Gov- 17th do. 
ernment, Judicial 
Department, No. 80.

Recording reports of the 
Agent at Gan jam of the 
steps taken in regard to- 
the Wahabee missionary, 
Mohommed Ismal K haa 
Maulvie, recently arrested 
at Berhampore.

524 Acting Collector of 19th January Reporting that some o f  
the Kistna district, 1866. the sect called Wahabees
No. 23. reside at Gun toor, Conda-

pilly, and Masulipatam.

Reporting the result o f  
his inquiries respecting 
the prevalence of the 
Wahabee sect in his dis­
trict.

792 Collector of Tinne- 7th February Reporting the result o f  
velly, No. 61. 1866. his inquiries as to the

existence of Wahabees in- 
his district.

(Sd.) H. M arshall, Major-General* 
Secretary to Government.

525 Magistrate of North 27th do. 
Arcot, No. 4.

44

From the Officiating Collector of Tanjore, to the Secretary to- 
the Board of Revenue, Chepauk,—(dated Vallam, Tanjore 
Taluq, 10th March 1866, No. 48).

In reply to your confidential communication * I have the
* D ated  19th October 1865, honour to state that inquiry shows

No noumber. there are no Wahabees in this dis­
trict. They have not even ever been heard of in many parts- 
of the Zillah. There are many Lubbays in Negapatam and Nagore ;
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but money-making rather than religious discussion is theif chief 
ai<h in life, so that they are not likely to be ihflueflced by 
Wahabeeism. I, however, certainly think that very great care 
should be- bestowed by officers commanding regiments regarding 
the presence of these fanatics, who are most likely to attempt 
to sedufce the allegiance of the sepoys, often only too willing to 
listen to such evil counsels. These emissaries should? never be 
aHowed irr or near the Regimental Lines. In Tinnevelly we found 
orie' preaching in the mosque of the regiment, and we sent him 
up in' custody to Bengal ; but some Magistrate (Salem, I think) 
released him en route.

45

From the Collector of South* Canara, to the Secretary to the 
Board of Revenue, M adras,—(dated Camp near Someshwar, 
Udpi Taluq, 6th Aptil 1866).

I have the honour to reply to the orders of the Board 
of Revenue, under date the 19th October last, (confidential), 
and to state that I have made careful inquiries as to the exis­
tence of any of the Wahabee sect in this district. With the 
exception, however, of the Mahommedans in the 14th Regiment 
Native Infantry, now quartered' at Mangalore, and the majority 
o f whom are believed to be Wahabees, (though they themselves 
deny the fact), I have not been able to ascertain that any of 
this sect are a t present to be found in this district, and the 
Superintendent of Police, with whom I have frequently conferred 
on the subject, is likewise of the same opinion.

46

From the Collector of the Godavery District, to the Secretary 
tfo tlfe Board of Revenue, Kfedras,—(dated Cocanad'3, 12th 
April* reefo, No*. 63?.

With reference to the Proceedings of the Board of Reve­
nue, No. 6652, of the 19th October 1865, (confidential) I  have
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the honour to submit the following intelligence, which I have 
obtained in this drstrict, regarding the sect of Wahabees, viz

There are .very few of this sect of Wahabees at present 
residing in this district.

One Moulvie Ahmudoolah Khan, a Wahabee, came to 
Ellore in 1862 from Calcutta, and having preached to several 
Mahommedans that they should not' atldnd the mOsque and 
worship idols, &., he incurred the hatred* of the' principal M aho­
mmedans in that town, ancf was driven Another, called
Moulvie Ismail Khan, came to Ellore, Samulcottah, PiftatpoOr, 
and several ottier towns in the district in 1862', preaching Waha- 
b^eism to several Mahommedans. He was related to' ceYtain 
men in the 37th Regiment Native Infdntfy. He was son-in-law 
o f  a pensioned Subadar, Isoof Beg, of the same regiment. By 
his preaching several Mahommedans were converted into Waha­
bees in Ellore; about a dozen of them are still'livirig in Ellore. 
They all belonged to regiments, and now live on pension. They 
are quite distinct in their religion from Mahommedans, as they 
only read the Koran. They do not attend at the mosque or 
other religious ceremonies followed by Mahommedans. They, 
however, give no trouble, and are quiet and well-behaved. They do 
not" attempt to make converts.

4 7

From the Collector of Coimbatore, to  the Secretary to the Board 
of Revenue, Madras,—-(dated 18th April 1866).

W ith reference to Proceedings of the fioard, dated 19th 
October 1865, No. 6652, and* marked confidential', I beg to 
inform them that there are very few Wahabees in this' distrct. 
I  have not heard of1 more than half a dozen of the sect, which 
<foes not seem to be looked on with favour in this part' o f  the 
country-
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48

From the Acting Collector of Kurnool, to the Secretary to the
Board o f Revenue, Fort Saint George,—(dated 26th April
1866, No. 86).

I have the honour, with reference to the Board’s order 
dated 19th October 1865, forwarding Proceedings of the M ad­
ras Government under date the 16th idem, to submit herewith
the information I have been able to collect regarding the exis­
tence and progress of the Wahabee sect, in this district.

2. Information of this nature can, as a rule, only be obtained 
through native agency, and Mr. Minchin, whose experience in the 
district of Kurnool extends over several years, selected Omardaraz 
Khan, Tahsildar of Ramallakotta Taluq, and Kale Khan, pensio­
ned Ressaldar of the late Kurnool Horse, as agents on whom 
he could rely, to supply him with intelligence regarding this sect.

3. Translations of their reports are enclosed, and you wilt 
observe that they both concur with the Honourable Shurf-ool- 
Omrah Bahadoor in regarding the Wahabees as a fanatical, 
dangerous sect, daily increasing in numbers and power, having for 
their object the overthrow of the existing Government, and for 
their creed the double assurance that the slaughter of an infidel, of 
death received at his hands, is a certain passport to happiness in a 
future life.

4. The statements of the Mahommedan gentlemen referred to  
may perhaps be slightly tinged with that bitter hatred which 
distinguishes the members of all religious sects, and especially the 
partisans o f the different schools of doctrine amongst the Mussul­
men ; and, having the recent events in Ireland in view, I think 
that, if the organization of this class of fanatics has extended in 
other districts in the same proportion that it has in Kurnool, the 
time has come when active measures should be taken to check its 
further progress. The question as to what these measures should be is 
one of considerable difficulty, because at the present there is really 
nothing to lay hold of, if we waited (?) till there was, the evil 
might then have assumed unpleasantly large proportions. So long 
as no offence against the State can be proved against them, the
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Civil authority is powerless to act. That seditious meetings are 
held by these Wahabees, and the seeds of disaffection sowed by 
their emissasies, is highly probable; but the difficulties of procuring 
legal evidence of the sa m e  are great, a n d , except through informers, 
I do not see how it is to be obtained. The ^ordinary local Police 
would, I consider, be quite incapable of dealing with a matter of 
this nature, which should in my opinion be entrusted to a special 
agency,.. if ,the reports from the various districts show that Shurf-
ool-Omrah Bahadoor's statements as to the increasing power and 
influence of the sect are correct.

Enclosure No. 1 :

Translation of an Arzee, dated 4th November, from the Tahsildar
of Ramallakotta Taluq.

(After the usual compliments).
Your servant has been favoured with order No. 9, in which 

you were so good as to inform him that the Government have 
called for a report on the Wahabee sect in this Presidency, 
and directed him to state all he knows about them in this 
district.

Formerly there were not many" Wahabees in thts district; 
a  very clever Wahabee came here during Captain Russell’s time; 
many of the Musslmen of the place and of Ulpoor were converted 
by him, and Captain.Russell thought his stay was likely to cause 
a  disturbance and sent the Moulvie away from Kurnool.

The following is a description of ihe state and strength of 
the  Wahabee sect in Kurnool, judging from what he has seen 
and heard

Abjee Ashum is a Wahabee, and. has about one hundred
followers.
Kilchavalla Shalee Sab has about one hundred followers.
Naseeb Khan, son of Kyath Shah.
Abbasally, the Imam of tailor Massom’s mosque.
Kader Khan.
Abjee Saib, a bricklayer, has a few followers.
M a s s o o m  S a ib  s o n  o f  S a b a s  S a ib , a  n a tiv e  d o c to r .
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Lookmanee Saib, a vender o f condiments.
Massoom Sab, lives near the three bazaars.
Lalabhy, a colloygur.
Hussain Sab, a carpet-maker.
Ghauty Biram Sab.
Kader Sab, a weaver.
Nadeem Mullay, one of Hajee Ashum’s men.
Oomerdaraz, and Goolam Hoossain, his brother, venders p f 
sweetmeats.
Anver Saib, the Hatheb of the Jamal M usjid.
Ismael Saib, a vender of greens.
Mohideen Saib, a vender o f gold lace.
Booran Sab, an electro-plater.
Revak Sab, his son Ally Sab. and his grandson.
Sooltan Mohideen, a fakeer.
Goplam Hoossain, a bricklayer.
•Masoom Sab, colloygur.
Darzee {Cathral Sab.
■Oosman Sab and his brothers.
Sheik Hyder, a butler to some Khandans.
§ooltan Saib, an »ex-mijitary man, has about one hundred 
followers.
-Booradeeq, a bricklayer.
Abbas Saib.
Jaffer Saib and Ismail Saib, carpet-makers. 
iMi skeen Sab, a carpet«.maker.
Mahpmeci Hossain.
Sooltan Hossain, a vender of fireworks.
Nadeem Moolla, a vender of sweetmeats.
Abjee Rahiman, a merassie.
Masoom Sab, a bricklayer.
Boorandeen, a do.
Ahmed Sab, a do.
Sooltan Ally.
Syed Khajoodeen.
Massoom Sab, son of Mamoomeab, a Rhandan butler. 
Mamoo Sab, a carpenter.
Ameen Sab, a bricklayer.
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Cassem Saib Moolla.
Naseebkhan, grandson of Assad Khati. ,
Davood Sab.
Bo’dda Sab.
Mahomed Khan, a cultivator.
Paupa Sab, a vender of Yliedicines.
Massoom Saib,' a tailor.
Allymeya, a bridilh^er.
Fakeer Sab, a vender of sweetmeats.
Mirza Hussen Beig.
Mahomed Sab, a vender of rice.
‘Mahomed Saib, son of Vullee Mahomed.
Peerah Saib, a tailor.
Pancha Sab, brother of Esoof Saib.
Rahim Sab, a tailor.
All these people profess the Wahabee religion ; but your 

servant has named only a few of th’em. »i
He heard that Abjee Ashum, Kilchavalla Sh'alee Saib, and 

Sooltan Saib, the ex-military man, have a number of followers, 
and that these people obey and carry out the orders of their 
heads.

The following books are much read by those professing th6 
Wahabee religion, and observed by them :—

1. Tukveey-eoth-ool Eman, by Moulvie Ismail,
2. do. Eekhan, by Moulvie Abdool Jabbar.
3. Fyzaham, by Khana Allum Khan.
4. Zoallin, by do.
5. Barwarahmeth, do.
6. Naseeyath-ool Muslameen, by Koorawallay.
7. Thumbee-bhool Ghaffaleen.
8. Idayath-ool Momaneen.

All those who prefess the Wahabee, religion both at Hydeyfa-m
bad and Bombay have been discountenanced by your* gprY^nf^q
sect, called the Soonath Jamath, and those who profeSs Ktheiol 
Wahabee religion are not; inheritors of heaven-; Uj^yiiSpeakiiliib • 
of his Moulvies, the prophets, and God; these ill-^ ig p o ^  F/SgiPoin 
nists have been pronounced Kaffers by the Soonatl^/am W hn^hm  

18— .gniaKowrri
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The above named books may be found in the houses of the above 
named individuals.

The Moulvie who came here when Captain Russell was 
Commissioner had converted a great number of the Kurnool 
people, and was a seditious character ; his disposition being 
known to Captain Russell, he was sent away from Kurnool; 
at present there is no Wahabee Moulvie at Kurnool, but, should 
a seditious person of this bad religion come, the above-named 
persons will at once join him and cause disturbance. Some of 
these people openly profess this bad religion, and some privately. 
In the district a ll the Mahommedan population of the village of 
Davanoor, in tne Nundikotkoor Taluq, are Wahabees.

The followers of this bad religion are generally very ill- 
disposed people; they convert good Mussulmen by deceiving 
them, and are destined for hell ; they are always inimical to 
the Government. It would be well if those people can be watched, 
punished, and turned out of Kurnool.

(Sd.) Oomardaraz Khan, 
Tahsildar of Ramallakotta Taluq.

Enclosure No. 2

From Pensioned Ressaldar Kale Khan Hossainzy, late Kur­
nool Horse ; to the Acting Collector of Kurnool.

I received your kind letter of the 20th instant, and learned 
the contents thereof with much interest. I beg to offer you 
my best thanks for the same, and report about Wahabees as 
follows.

2. There are Wahabees In the town of Kurnool as well 
as in the d is tr ic t; but most o f them are in Kurnool town and 
in the Taluq of Nundikotkoor. They are scarce in the remaining 
part of the district. The number of Wahabees was not above 
ten or fifteen so far back as three or four years in the whole 
district. Since of ^late I find to my astonishment that their 
number has augmented to about five hundred or six hundred 
men in the whole district. The growth! of these men is still 
increasing.
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3. The respectable and religious class of Mahommedans 
think that “Paigambar” is the next to the Lord or Ruler of the

World. On the contrary,
The W ahabee, I believe, ignore the , Tr . . ,, ,
d ivine mission of Mahommet, and t*ie Wahabees argue that
resent the in tervention  o f any me- t h e paigambar i s  so
d ia to r between m an and the D eity. e

common as any human
H. E. S. being. There are two

Moktasers of Wahabees in Kurnool, named Abjee Ashum and 
Kilchavalla Shallee Sab. There are also some Moktasers in the 
district. The Moktasers in Kurnool instigate such Mahommedans 
as are mean in religion and obstinate in principles, and convert 
them into Wahabees. The principles of the conduct of Wahabees 
are to get enlisted in Her Majesty’s regiments &c., from conspiracy 
there murder Europeans and show disaffection towards the British 
Government. They have always shown disaffection towards the 
British Government. They are under the misapprehension that 
their souls will reach heaven if they take the life o f a» European 
or die in battle with .the Europeans, and that God will forgive 
them for all their sins if they commit these actions. I entirely 
agree with Shurf-ool-Omrah Bahadoor in the opinion expressed 
by him regarding these Wahabees. I think it would be for 
the safety of the Government to make necessary restrictions regar- 
dingr the Wahabees.

4. These Wahabees have no resident priest or priests in 
this district. Priests used to come occasionally about nine 
years ago, either from Madras or from Bengal, to meet these 
Wahabees ; but they are coming now secretly to this district, 
because, when they came here once nine years ago, the res­
pectable Mahommedans of Kurnool treated them very badly, 
and annoyed them to a vast extent. Captain Russell, the then 
Agent of this district, got the priests turned put of the dis­
trict, as the Mahommedans never liked their preaching in this 
district.

5. I think I have said enough about the Wahabees from 
my experience, and so close this report.
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49

From the Acting Agent to the Government,of the Saint George 
in Ganjam, and from the Inspector General of Police, to 
the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, 
(dated Russelcondda [?], 11th December 1865, No. 2408).

. We have the fyonour to report, with refernce to your tele­
gram dated 51st November 1865, the steps, taken in regard to 
the Wahabee missionary, Mahommed Jsmai I,KJian Moulyie,, recen­
tly arrested at Berbampore under the belief that he habitually 
inculcates sedition and “jehad” amongst his adherents in native 
regiments.

2-. We, have communicated confidentially with the Comman­
dants of two Native Regiments,- (37fh and 19th) in which the 
mdn is known as having1 casued dissension and trouble, and- we 
have- placed ourselves in confidential communication' with several 
authbrities who may be- able to aid us in procuring further 
information with reference to- the* following narrative of infor­
mation obtained in regard- to Mahommed Ismail Khan.

3. No papers, save nominal lists of a'dherents, were found 
on Mahommed Ismail Khan when arrested; but he*had a follo­
wer and adherent who accompanied -him,  ̂about. whose esdape 
he evinced some anxiety. The man unfortunately eluded the 
Superintendent of Police, and may have taken papers with him.

4. Mahommed Ismail Khan Moulvie was a sepoy in the 37th 
Regiment, and was, we are informed, discharged (year unknown)
at Secunderabad* He was a troublesome character in the regiment. 
We -have heard incidentally that he has a brother in the same 
corps still.

5. We are inclined to think that he,has s,ince ^evoted him­
self to the calling of a missionary of Wahabee, teaching to the 
native regiments and military pensioners of the Madras Army, and 
has worked chiefly in the Northern Circars.

6. He has visited all the military stations and places where
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* pensioners reside in considerable ri\imb6r^. He'has be’dn'W^Masuli- 
patam, Guntoor, Ellore, Samulcottah, Vizagapatam', Vizianagram, 
Chicacole, Berhampore, &c., and was ,on .his way to Guttack 
when arrested. He has had considerable success amongst the 
Mahommedan soldiery,. &c., and we believfc, has' gajned not a 
few adherents. He is evidently received and .known as a man of 
some mark. Wherever he. has been he has caused dissension and 
disturbance amongst the sects of Mussulmans, and, his conduct 
has excited suspicion and distrust in more places than one.

7. He has for some time been knoWn"to scftne of the Magis­
trates and police of the Northern Division as a'persdn in regard 
to whose loyalty grave suspicion' may be entertaindd, and he has 
twice been brought’to the notice o f the Civil Magistracy by the 
Officer Commanding the 19th Regiment. In' 1864, Captain Stuart, 
Superintendent of Police in Ganjam, privately drew the attention 
of the Adjutant of one of the regiments .statibtfed at Vizianagram 
to .what he had heard of the suspicious doings of this man'ifi that 
cantonment. The warning was nOt'perhaps’ received quite'in the 
safne spirit in which it was offered and Captain Stuart, submitted 
the letter he. had received to 'G eneral Browne "Who happened to 
be in Ganjam on a tour of inspettion at that same time. The 
General took the letter with an (observation to the effect, “ you 
are quite right, S tu a rt; I know all about it, and will • answer 
the letter myself” . Captain Stuart has not since heard what 
steps were taken in the Military Department ; but he has had 
his eye on thp man, and is fully satisfied of the dangerous 
tendencies of his secret teaching. He held meetings of his adhere­
nts at night in Berhampore.

8. From Cuttack Colonel Owen writes (privately) “ Expect­
ing his arrival here. I have been On the look out for him for 
some time, and the Commissioner of Cuttack was about to assist 
me with spies to watch him and arrest him if detected preaching 
seditious language or distributing seditious writings. The Commi­
ssioner here suspects the man has had comriiunication with a gang 
of Patna conspirators” .

9. Colonel N o tt/o f  the 1 9 th  R e g im e n t ,  which was v is i t e d  

by this man both at Masulipatam and Samulcottah, writes that
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he hears that he was imprisoned in Rangoon and again in Calcutta 
in 1858 and 1859 shortly after the mutinies.

IQ.- The above narration, we think, justifies the opinion we 
arrived at, that Mahommed Ismail. Khan is an unsafe person, 
and that his further wanderings must be restrained until dtfubts 
are thoroughly cleared up or further evidence'from'which a clear 
inference may be drawn as to his objects can be procured.

Uv It is not easy to deal under existing law with' a man of 
his character. Ostensibly he preaches the pure deism of the Waha­
bee doctrine, and impugns the traditions and corruptions Of Faith, 
as now held amongsts the great majority of this religion in India, 
and probably in mixed assemblies his teaching goes no further. 
Of course, many of the old school of Mahommedans are ready 
enough to give evidence against such a zealous reformer for causing 
dissension, &c., and preaching unsound doctrine ; but there is 
positively no legal evidence procurable of hisdnculcating sedition 
and “jehad”  and criminal design against the State amongst his 
more intimate and intimated Mureeds or adherents, although there 
is a very general belief that he does so zealously : the only evidence 
that can exist on this point would have* to be sofight amongst 
his pledged adherents in the regiments he has visi(ed, and they 
are not likely to make revelations which would imperil the teacher. 
If Mahommed Ismail Khan be the promoter of sedition-as he is 
generally believed to be, he is an experienced one, and is not likely 
to commit himself openly.

12. In the meantime, Superintendent of Police has been ins­
tructed to  place Mahommed Ismail Khan before the Assistant 
Magistrate at Berhampore by whom he has been required to furnish 
security under Section 295 of the Indian Procedure Code. The 
inan has not, and probably will not attempt to produce sure­
ties, and1 thus time will be given for further inquiry with a view 
to ultimate disposal.

Order, 17th January 1866, No. 80.
To be recorded.
(True Extract.)

(Sd.) A. J. Arbuthnot,
Chief Secretary.
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S O

From the Inspector General of Police, to tfie Chief Secretary' to 
Government, Fort Saint George,—(dated 28ttf February
1866,,No. 366).
I have the honour to make further report relative to M aho­

mmed Ismail Khan Moulvie, (vide joint report by Agent o f Ganjam 
and myself, dated 11th December 1865, No. 2408, confidential).

2. I have had an interview with the man. He is a Pathan by
race. He states that he is the son of Hyder Khan, late water

N . B.—He at first said  that h is father was carrier in the 7th
in the 6th Cavalry, b u t corrected  him self. Cavalry, who died

a pensioner, some years ago, at Ellore. His grandfather, Nabbee 
Kban, and two grand-uncles, were Subadars in the 1st Cavalry. 
The original place of residence of the family was Arcot. But Maho­
mmed Ismail was brought up in the regiment of his father.

3. Mahommed Ismail enlisted in the 37th Regiment a t Vellore
in July 1844, at the probable age of 20 years. He was five

n . b .—Colonel Owen explains “ tha t the years in the regiment, 
R egim ental Staff inform ed him  that the and was discharged in
m an was troublesom e, by which, it is i Q, n 0 ____A___
said, they m ean in d e p e n d e n t-a  JulV I849 at Secundera-
zid-kurnt-walla. bad with Character good.

The man states that he*sought his discharge because he wished to
study and become a priest. He had married the daughter of a
Subadar in the regiment, Isoof Beg, now a pensioner at Ellore.

4. He then, he states, became a disciple in the sbhool of one
Moulvie Abdoollah

N. B. I tried to ascertain  w hether M ahomnred Sahib 1m Hyderabad 
Ism ail’s teacher \yas one o f the school of ,  “V  ,  ’
the great W ahabee m issionary  W aliyat A li under W hom  ne read
who went from P |tn a  to  H yderabad and for someVyears. He
form ed a  strong secX o f  W ahabees in tha t passed his examina-
territo ry . He was very sh y  on the po in t, f. , .
but evidently knew i l l  abou t the founder. tion and received his

,• certificate as Moulvie
from this master. From that time he became a preacher to the
native troops. This/he admits, and explains by saying that he had
bepn brought up amjpngst them.
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5. In 1852 he left Hyderabad and visited Kamptee, where 
his late regiment was at the time stationed. Thence he passed 
on to Saugor, to visit the troops there ; but returned to Kamptee, 
w h e r e  h e  remained some months. Colonel Owen, commanding 
the 37th Regiment, reports that about that time “Colonel Wardro- 
per turned him (Mahommed Ismail) out of the Regimental Lines 
on the Subadar Major of the regiment reporting that he was 
teaching certain doctrines in the regiment. Afterwards the Civil 
authorities sent hyn off to Nagpore.” From other information 
I learn that h& was sent away because he was believed to be 
preaching sedition.

6. Mahommed Ismail appears afterwards to have .settled 
with, his family in Guntoor, where he became the Moulvie of 
the Veterans.

7. In July 1857 his conduct excited suspicion, at Guntoor. 
He was, I believe, alleged to have set up a flag of revolt, and 
preached sedition or rebellion. The Kazi, Mufti, and other res­
pectable Mussulmans o f Guntoor seem to have brought the matter 
forward, and the Tahsildar had him in confinement for a short 
time. However, he was acquitted, on appeal, by the Assistant 
M agistrate. The record of this case has been lost ; it perished 
in the cyclone, and its precise nature has not been ascertained. 
It seems to-have been treated by the European officers as a 
religious difference amongst the sects of Mahommedans. One 
thing, however, seems clear, viz., that the man became especially 
active about the tiipe of the serious rebellion in India. Whether 
this activity was purely doctrinal, may be open to doubt. More 
inquiry may yet to be made.

8. Shortly after this incident Mahommed Ismail started
on a missionary tour to the native Troops of the Madras army 
in Burma^. fI^e. ^btained a free passage in a jiative craft from 
M asulipatam/tqwards the end of 185?, and v^ent to Bassein. 
He remained for sometime with the detachment of four com­
panies stationed there, and made Mureed ort sworn adherents, 
amongst them. s

9. From Bassein he proceeded to Rangoon. There many 
adherents joined him amongst the military a’uring the three 
month's he remained in Rangoon. A Jemadar jjf the Police then
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employed at Rangoon deposes that Mahommed Isrhail was at 
that time known to preach sedition ; but it does <not appear 
that the authorities took any steps against him.

10. Mahommed Ismail then continued his missionary tour 
to Thayetmyo. Colonel Longerdft, the Brigade Major,' arid Capfain 
Hildebrand, the Assistant Commissioner, thus describe what tdolc 
p l a c e 1 l!' !

t r  -

“ The 29th Native Infantry occupied ’the Southernmost row 
of L ines; but the Native infantry Bosque, comxpanding all thre,e
regiments, was situated in the cen tre; and here, for several
Friday, this Moulvie was in the habit of coming and preaching 
to tHe men” . '

“ It became understood that his. courses were seditioya, 
and he was making a large party and increasing the attendance 
rapidly” .

“ On one occasion, the steamer was. to leave for 'Rangoon
at -noon .on a Friday” . '

“ On this particular day it was known 'that the' MoulvTe
intended to come into cantpnm ent'on atf elephant an d f witH‘a 
procession, and that something particular was 'intended. I, or 
Brigadier Messiter, I forget which, went to Captain hildebrand, 
then the Assistant Commissioner, and the end of it was th^t, 
just at the time the Moulvie was -going to make a start for the 
cantonment, he was seized (ironed I think) and shipped on' board 
the steamer for Rangoon by Hildebrand” . -a

“ The business was done'quietly and well, and I recollect'that 
it was supposed to have had an excellent, effect on his followers fa 
the cantonment.” ► ’ 1 !

11. Captain Hildebrand describes what ‘took place'’ in the 
following terms 1 5

“ One morning in the month of September, I 'thfnk it was 
either in the year l'857 or 1’858, I forget whic'H, but 'certainly 
while the mutiny was ragirig ini India, Brigadier Mdssitdr, (Jonima'n- 
ding at T h a y e tm y o , a c c o m p a n ie d ,  I th in k ,  by L ie u te n a n t  !’Col6ii61 
Longeroft, the Brigade Major there, called at my htfuse and t8ld

19 -
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me that he had received trustworthy information that a Mohame- 
dan, I forget the name, was preaching sedition in a mosque lately 
erected in the Commissariat Cooly Lines ^ that a number of the 
Sepoys from the regiments stationed there were in the habit of 
listening to him preaching ; and that it had been arranged that he 
was to be carried in procession on an elephant through the Sepoy’s 
Lines next day. Brigadier Messiter asked me, therefore, to inquire 
into the matter, and take measures to stop the man from preaching 
any more sedition at Thayetmyo. I accordingly made inquiries, and 
learned that he had been at Thayetmyo for a few months ; that h,e 
had first of all preached at the Town Mosque, but that the towns­
people for some time past prohibited his preaching any more in 
their mosque as his preaching-savoured of sedition, and that the 
Commissariat coolies had then built him a mosque in their Lines, 
Where he was constantly preaching sedition. I then sent for the 
man, took the evidence o f one or two Jemadars of the troops 
Stationed there as to his preaching sedition, and sent him, with my 
proceedings in original, o r a  copy of them, a prisoner to  my then 
immediate superior, the Deputy Commissioner of Prome, for him 
to deal with the man as he should think fit. Here my dealings with 
him ended ; but I believe the Deputy Commissioner at Prome sent 
him  on to Rangoon a prisoner by the same steamer that had taken 
him from Thayetmyo to Prome.”

12. Unfortunately the record of his case has not been 
‘traced either in the Provinces or Calcutta.

13. But it appears from the statement of Mohammed Ismail 
that he was at once shipped to Calcutta as a prisoner. *He was 
there brought before the Magistrate for examination; but was 
released and ordered to return at once to his own Presidency. 
This he did, and returned to Guntoor.

14. He states that, after the breaking upon the Veteran 
detachment at Guntoor, he moved with his father-in-law, the 
pensioned Subadar Isoof Beg, to Ellore, which has since become 
his headquarters. He has a mosque there, built chiefly by subs­
cription amongst his adherents in the 31st and 24th Regiments 
of Native Infantry.

15. I need searcely add that at Ellore he in the midst
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Of military classes; a great many pensioners
N. B. - From  the Police rep o rt I gather that at 
E llore the W ahabee sect is far stronger than  in 
any o th er places in the N orthern  Circars. The 
Superintendent states th a t there are two hun­
d red  W ahibees in E llore ; the M ahom medan 
Inspector estim sles them  about fifty.
N. B. - M ahom m ed Ism ail names the 7 th 8th, 
10th , 13th, 14th, 23rd , 24th, 31st, 37th, and 
41st in which he has m ost adherents, and is 
best know n; bu t adds th a t he is know n in 
o ther regiments also.

who have ... and
connexions amo­
ngst the effective 

strength of various 
regiments settled 
^here and Mahom­
med Ismail states 
that his Mureeds

and friends from different regiments visit him on there way to and 
from leave, &c. He has many Mureeds of both sexes in military 
classes.

16. Mahommed Ismail states that he has'( made ? ) frequent 
missionary tours from Ellore to the native regiments stationed 
at Musalipatam, some probably unobserved by the authorities. 
His visits, as the Government is aware, have excited the suspi­
cion of the Commanding 6fficers at the Magistracy. He has 
visited Samulcottah since the 19th Native Infantry was removed 
thither.

{ 17. In 1863 he extended his tour as far as the cantpnpaent
of Vizianagram, and caused disturbances and suspicion on the 
part of the Military authorities. He was forbidden to enter tfre 
Lines of the Regiment stationed there ; but his preaching outside 
was attended by sepoys. At length, findind himself closely ^rat9hed 
by the police, he left the place. General Browne firmly believed 
that he was habitually inculcating disaffection amongst the native 
troops. \

1,8. About the middle of last year Mahommed Ismai) sfarte<J

N. B. - A t Sam ulcottah 
„  Peddepore 
„  V izagapatam 
,, D o.
, ,  V izianag ram  
,,  C h ic a co le  
, K im e d y

No. of Mureeds.
39 a ll m ilitary  men.
12 o th e r classes.
65 not m ilitary.
42 m ilitary.
113 m ixed, chiefly /n il it^ry. 
16 chiefly pensioner.
16 m ixed ; one, the 

Inspector o f Polie 
59 mixed, chiefly m ilitary , 
names en tered  in a

on an extended 
missionary tour 
through ali the 
military stations 
o f the Northern 
Division and

.. B erham pore 59 mixed, chiefly m ilitary . To\yns yvherp
This does no t include the names en tered  in a pensioners re-
num ber of loose deta<?hed papers. s id e . I J e  v is i-

ted, besides other places en route, Samulcottah, Vizagapatam, 
Vizianagram, and Berhampore. This tour has been attended with
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much success. He has made Mureeds at every station. Formal 
list of between three hundred and four hundred of those who 
have taken the oaths pf fidelity to him at the different stations 
through which he passed were found on his person. They contain 
the names of a considerable number of all classes •; he seems 
to have.been most successful at Vizagapatarn but chiefly of military 
followers, effective and pensioned. The names of all effective men 
in eaql) regimen,!: who have sworn to abide by him are carefully 
ept^red, in distinct lists. Amongst them a re th e  names of seveal 
Subadarss He was pn his route to.Cuttack when stopped.

19. Mahommed Ismail is an intelligent and fair-spoken man, 
evidently( aqcustoqiud, to arj»mnp,n,t, and of reputed eloquence.

^s(jshy of 1-he imputation pf being a Wahabee, avers that 
he dpes not understand jthe creed, and professes to belong to 
the sect Soonath Jamath. He states that he only preaches against 
the corruption of ,Faith prevalent amongst the Muslem races 
in ge#e,ral, and against the loose rqanners of the Bidatee or worldly 
especially. But amongst Mahommed Ismails papers is found a 
pamphlet which is a panegyric of Wahabeeism, a book evidently 
in daily use. The Kazi and Naibs of the different places he 
visits state that his teaching is Wahabeeism. His sect and 
adherents are everywhere admitted to be Wahabees, and their 
tenets and manners are those to which the term is universally 
applied in this Presidency. Mahommed Ismail is unquestionably 
a Wahabee missionary of a Hyderabad school, and a very zealous 
one. There is nothing of fanaticism about Mahommed Ismail. 
He is a cool, fearless man. He has systematically made, and 
still makes, the native *soldiery effective and pensionary, the 
special object of his missionary zeal. Amongst these his former 
life gives him great facilities of making himself acceptable.

20. I have failed hitherto to connect Mahommed Ismailf •
>vith the disaffected Wattabed se c t 'o f  Patna, &c., and no actual 
tampering with the fidelity of the troops has yet been proved 
against him. (Possibly he confines himself to religious subject, 
and is 'far too old and experienced an agitator to commit himself 
on political matters if he does inculcate sedition) amongst his 
safe adherents, with whom he was in the habit of holding meeting
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every night. It'is vain to hope for evidence from these. However, 
much ifiay be inferred from his genetal conduct. Wherever he 
has gone throughout, a number of years he has shown grounds 
for suspecting his designs. Everywhere, his conduct has roused 
excitement, caused anxienty, and encouraged’ the belief that he 
habitually inculcates disaffection and sedition. The occurrence 
of the mutinies in 1857-58 roused him into exceptional activity, 
and his present successful exertions, undertaken at a time when 
changes in the army have excited inquiry and perhaps aroused 
doubts in the minds of the native ranks, may be significant 
of method and design, wether in communication with, or under 
the guidance of disaffected political parties, or his own party only.

21. Without entering into the nature of the s revival, or 
dissent, which, under the napie of ^Vahabeeism, may be proceeding 

N.B. - Careful inquiries have recently been institu - amongst M4 I1O-
mmedans in In­
dia and else­
where, I think 
that their is a 
general and just 
feeling arising 
that the matter 
deserves close 
watching in res­
pect to the na­
tive soldiery. 
The spirit of .the 
movement tho­
roughly intole­
rant and aggre­
ssive. The ang­
ry discussion of 
its tenets amo­
ngst the ranks 
probably leads 
adherents to ca­
nvass their sub­
ordination to a 
Christian Gov­
ernment, while 
it arouses a bi-

ted 'th rough  Police Officers, who are all m ilita ry  
m en, in to  the spread of W ahabees in th is 
Presidency. I have been struck  w ith the fact 
th a t the resu lt seem s to  point to the m ititary 
classes as those amongst whom the m ost active 
and visible advances are bfeing m ade. This is 
perhaps accidental, b u t still it  m ay be in d i­
cative o f design, and w ould in all p robab ility  
be the object o f any po litica l party, which 
m ight seek to gain by disaffection. In  the 
N ative Army, and am ongst m ilitary  classes,
W ahabeeism  has m ade im p o rtan t strides during 
the last few years, I have conversed w ith  several 
respectable M ahom m edans and  K azis on th is 
subject. All adm it the fact, and consider it 
significant. Some ascribe it to  a sp irit o f  oppo­
sition  (zid), others to  the same feeling which 
is said  in Englad to favour dissent, viz., th a t 
the N ative Officers, &c., rising  from  the ranks 
do no t -obtain in  native society the position 
w hich th e ir official ran k  w ould en title  them  
to , and jo in  the ranks of d issen t in w hich they 
are welcome to a position  in a sect which they o r  
could not com m and am ongst th e  o ld  orthodox  
gentry. Be this as it  m ay, the secret o f  any 
political aim  or m achinery  th a t may b e  at 
w ork u nder the c loak  o f  W ahabeeism  w ould 
in a ll p robab ility  be know n to com paratively 

few o f  the converts to the new phase of the 
Islam . The danger, if any, sems to be in the 

springing u p  o f these sw orn, perhaps secret, 
societies, which m ight be turned  to  account 
when opportun ity  occurs.

t t e r  s p i r i t  o f  s e c ta r ia n is m  a m o n g s t  th e i r  c o m r a d e s  w h o  a d h e re
to the old customs and traditions of their faith. The froma-
tion in regiments of these semi-religious clubs, whose members
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are bound by an oath to each- other, can scarcely be con­
ducive to discipline or good feeling in. a crops. And where 
these regimental clubs are linked togather by an astute and 
revered master, common to all, who wanders from one regn 
ment to another, the objectionable features of associations which 
may at any time be converted into secret societies are aggra­
vated. We know that the religious guise of Wahabeeism has 
been made the cloak for extending serious political intrigue ; 
and I think that, on the whole, the Government may fairly 
interfere to protect their troops from the influence of a man of 
the exceedingly suspicious character of Mahommed Ismail*, who 
avowedly lays himself out for the native soldiery.

22. I have consulted the Military authorities of the Nort­
hern Division, and find them unanimous and earnest in urging 
that the wanderings of this suspicious individual amongst the 
sepoys and military classes may be stopped. It would not be 
desirable to extend the period of detention under the Crimi­
nal Procedure Code. But I think that this case is one in which the 
the provisions of Regulation II of 1819 may be put in force, and 
protect ... soldiery, from temptation and evill design. I would 
recommend that Mahommed Ismail be brought down by Steamer 
from Gopaulpore, and removed to ... at Coimbatore or other 
station where he would be least likely to come into (contact) 
with military classes.

Order, 13th March, 1869. No. 372.

It appears that, so far back as 1852 Mahommed Ismail 
Khan, the Moulvie referred to in the foregoing letter, was turned 
out of the Lines of the 37th N . I. for preaching seditions ; that 
subsequently in 1857 he was suspected of similar practices at 
Guntoor, and that, shortly afterwards, for a similar reason, he 
was removed for Burmah and sent a prisoner to Calcutta ; that 
in 1863 he was again suspected of inculcating disaffection 
among the native troops at Vizianagram; and that he has now 
again subjected himself to suspcion by preaching to the native 
soldiery at other stations in the Northern Circars. The Ins­
pector General states that the Military authorities in that part
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of the country are unanimous in urging that he should be pre­
vented from further tampering with the native troops. Looking 
to the antecedents of this man, and to the view entertained 
of his proceedings by all the authorities, Civil and Military, 
to whom he has ‘been known, the Governor in Council agrees 
ill the opinion of the Inspector General that the  case is one 
which may properly be dealt with under the provisions of Regula­
tion II, of 1819, and accoadingly resolves, under the provisions 
■of Section 2 of that Regulation, to issue a warrant for ihe 
confinement of Mahommed Ismail Khan as a state prisoner in 
the jail at Coimbatore, and to direct that he be sent under 
a suitable guard by the first steamer which may touch at Gopaul- 
pore to Madras, where the Commissioner of Polic will arrange 
for his ••• forwarded to Coimbatore immediately on his arrival.

( True E xtract).
( S d .) A. J. Arbuthnot,

Chief Secretary.

Order' thereon, 13th July 1869, No. 1135.

The first two papers.above recorded relate to inquiries Which 
have taken place in consequence of its having been brought 
to the. notice of the Lieutenant Governor of Bengal that an active 
movement of 6ome kind was taking place among the Maho­
mmedans of Ihe wa'habee sect in several districts of the Lower 
Provinces of Bengal.

2. It is stated that these inquiries have shown that a 
Jehad ,or religious war against the British power has for ( some­
time ) been preached, and collections in aid of the Hindustani 
fanatics on the North-West frontier made, on a regularly orga­
nized system. A special officer ( of th e ) Bengal Police is at 
jpresent engaged in tracing out the chain of Agent ... in this 
conspiracy, and the Madras Government have been requested to 
(.ascertain ) whether any connexion exists between the Waha- 
.bee movements in the Madras Presidency and the conspiracy 
-in B e n g a l.

3. This Government are informed that a native of Bengal



152 Wahhabi Trials o f 1863-1870

named Moulvie Ahmudoolah, a bigoted Wahabee ... (supposed) 
to be at present in the Madras Presidency, and that his chief 
object is to stir up the sepoys of the Madras Army to mutiny. 
This man is described as formerly at Bhopal, and as having 
been a companion of .Feroze Shah. He is described as a very 
thin, tall man, having a lean and hungry look, hating the English, 
and engaged in travelling from place to place where Madras 
regiments are stationed, and carrying on seditious communications.

4. The attention of the Madars Government was directed 
in 1865-66 to the supposed active dissemination of the Waha-. 
bee doctrines among the Nativb Regiments, and to the alleged 
secret'preaching 3f sedition by Wahabee Moulvies. The records 
of those years, recorded above, contain a considerable amount 
of information regarding the Wahabee movement in both Military 
and Civil station. Apart from the general knowledge then acquired 
special action .was found to be necessary in the case of one 
of the active propagators of the Wahabee doctrines, Mahommed 
Ismail Khan, who had commenced his work as a preacher of 
the reformed doctrine so far back as 1852. This man, who 
had formerly been a sepoy in the 37th Regiment Native Infantry 
had qualified as- a Moulvie at Hyderabad ; he was particularly 
active in 1857, was deported from Burmah on suspicion of 
seditious preaching Wahabee doctrines, and as constantly sus­
pected of making religious teaching a cloak for the propagation 
of sedition among the military classes. Mahommed Ismail Khan 
has since 1866 been detained under Regulation II of 1819 as a 
State prisoner in the jail at Coimbatore.

5. Recefit events at Vellore, although there was nothing 
connected therewith to warrant the affirmation that sedition was 
.preached, or that there was any disaffection in the Native Regi­
ment at Vellore, sufficiently indicate that the propagation of Waha­
bee doctrines in this presidency, and the consequent animosities 
between>the Mussulman sects, still continue.

6 . From the inquiries made in 1865-66 appeared that the 
Wahabees in this Presidency, as elsewhere,- ostensibly preach a 
purer form of the Mahommedan religion, attack the traditions and 
corruptions of the faith as practised in India. They refuse to call 
themselves Wahabees, but c la im  to be pure Soonees. In ordinary
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times the Wahabees in both *the Civil and Mil/tary population are 
remarkable for the respectability of their behaviour ... Wahabee 
sepoys in regiments are generally steady, well-conducted men.

7. On the other hand, as pointed out (by) Mr. Robinson, 
the Inspector General of Police, (vide proceedings of Government 
dated 13th March 1866, No. 372), the spirit of the movement 
is thoroughly... and aggressive. Their discussions with the other 
Mahommedans are conducted with much violence, and their 
complete organization and their frequent communication with other 
parts of India might render them an active source of ... danger.

8. His Excellency the Governor in Council resolves to 
communicate confidentially the papers received from Bengal above 
recorded, and the Proceedings of Government containing the 
result of the inquiries held in 1865-66, to His Excellency the 
Commander-in-Chief, to the Inspector General of Police and to 
the Magistrates of districts, with a view to as complete information 
as possible being again obtained regarding the actual condition 
of the Wahabee sect throughout the Presidency. The inquiries 
should be directed to securing a correct description o f the Moulvies 
at present engaged in the propagation of the Wahabee doctrines, 
the nature of the doctrines preached, the method of affiliation 
employed, and the regiments and towns in_which the Wahabees 
are most numerous.

Care should be taken, with reference to  the papers recently 
received (from) Bengal, to ascertain whether subscriptions are 
raised among the Wahabee and whether the sums so collected are 
sent to o th ir parts of India, and by (that) agency.

9. The Officers _Commanding Native Regiments, the Super­
intendents of Police and the Magistracy will endeavouc4 o discover 
whether any person answering to the description of Moulvie

' ' ' is supposed, arrived in the Presidency. It

District, No'xtiS, dated 12th April 18.66,.addressed to the Board 
ef Reveni ion is made of one Moulvie Ahmudoolah Khan,

to several i^edans that they should not go to the iposque and

letter from the Colleetor of the Godavery

who came ire in 1862, (from Calcutta), and, having preached

20—
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worship idols, incurred the hatred of the principal Mahommedans 
in Ellore, and was driven away. It is possible that Ahmudoolah 
Khan may be identical with the fanatic who is reported by the 
police in Bengal to have returned to the Madras Presidency to 
preach sedition.

10. Careful inquiry should be made regarding all Moulvies, 
strangers, who may be found visiting the Regimental Lines at 
the several stations, both within the Presidency and at stations 
in other parts of India where the Madras troops are stationed. 
The Government do not consider that there would be any advan­
tage at present in prosecuting these inquiries secretly by means 
of any special detective agency. The object which they have 
in view can, they are satisfied, be attained by the ordinary 
administrative agency, and there are special reasons in the general 
hostility of the Mahommedan community to the Wahabee sectarians 
for g u a r d in g  against the fabrication, the evidence ( o f ) which 
might not improbably be the result to the employment of (special) 
detective agency in this country. It is of great importance that, 
while the Government is kept fully informed of a widely extending 
religious movement among the Mahommedan population of the 
country, nothing should be done (to create) an impression that 
the Government have any desire or intention o f ... with the 
Wahabee sectarians so long as they remain loyal and peaceable 
subject.

Seal ( Sd. ) S. R. Ellis,
Chief Secretary.

Government of Bengal ?
August, 1869

, No. 75.

S I

From F. J, Mouat, Esq., M. D., Inspector-General of Jails, Lower 
Prov.pces (No. 660T., dated Camp Debroo^hur, the 23rd July, 
1869). f
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Copy forwarded to the Government of Bengal, Judicial De­
partment, for orders. Alipore is the only Jail that has proper 
accommodation.

Enclosure

From J. E. B. Jeffdry, Esq., Officer in Charge of the Jail, Moorshe- 
dabad, to the Inspector General of Jails, Lower Provinces, 
—(No 99J., dated Moorshedabad, the 5th July, 1869).

Sir,
I have the honour to report to you, for your information, 

under rule 243 of the Jail Code, that 'the- two state prisioners, 
M ittoo Poramanick and Jubdoo Khalifa, admitted to the Jail under 
the orders of Government, dated 22nd May 1869, have since their 
confinement conducted themselves well, their health has been good, 
and I believe they have been as comfortable as possible ; they have 
no complaints to make, they, have been allowed labouring diet like 
under-trial prisoners, and they have been confined in the same ward 
with the civil prisoners. If it is expected that their confinement 
should be -of long duration, I would suggest that they should at 
once be removed to some other Jail where there is better accommo­
dation for them.

(Sd.) J. E. B. Jeffery.

Enclosure

From the, Inspector-General of Jails, Lower Provinces, No. 661T, 
dated 23rd July 1869,—(Proceedings A. for August 1869 
No. 89).

Note Sheet :

Forwards copy of correspondence from the Officer in Charge 
of the Moorshedabad Jail relative to the two State prisoners 
confined in that Jail, and states that if their confinement should 
be of long duration they should a t once be removed to some 
other Jail where there is better accomodation. Dr. Mouat remarks 
that the Alipore Jail is the only one that has proper accommoda­
tion,
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Shall we first consult Inspector-General of Police about 
proposed transfer ?

(Sd.) M. P.
6/8

I don’t think any present orders need be passed.
(Sd.) J.'W .

6/8

Say that they should not have only the Jail diet, but should 
receive such quality and quantity of food as they would eat 
in their own houses.

They can remain where .they are at present,

(Sd.) A. E.
(Sd.) W. G.

7/8

52

From J. Westland, Esq., Officiating Junior Secretary to the Govern­
ment of Bengal ( Judicial Department ) to the Inspector- 
General of Jail, Lower Provinces,—{No. 4979, dated Fort 
William, the 16th August 1869).

Sir,
With refernce to your memorandum No. 66IT., dated the 

23rd ultimo, I am directed to inform you that the two Wahabee 
prisoners, Mittoo Poramanick and Jabdoo Khalifa, referred to, 
should receive such quantity and quality of food as they would eat 
in their own homes. They can remain in the Jail at Moorshedabad, 
where they seem to have proper accomodation.

(Sd.) J. Westland.

S3

Proceedings A. o f August 1869, Nos. 55-56.

From Lieutenant-Colonel A. H. Paterson, Officiating Inspector- 
General of Police, Lower Provinces to the Secretary to the



Police Investigation i Goverrqnent ofMfldras 1:57

Government of Bengal, in the Judicial Department,-r(No. 
5058, dated Fort William, the 11th August, 1869).

Sir, -nr .
The enclosed telegram was this morning,*6ceived ,fr,om the 

Deputy Inspector-General, Special Department.
2. Mr. Reily asks to have the confessing prisoner Kurreem 

Bux made over to his charge, in order that, hp -jnay take him 
to the Punjab. , ,

, 3. I reques,t that the-necessary orders m ay.be issued as
soon as possible, as I believe it is Mr. Reily's intention to .leave 
Patna on the 13th instant.

(Sd.) A. H, Paterson.

Enclosure

Telegram from Mr. Reily, to Colonel Paterson.
Kurreem Bux’s confession recorded by Mr. Bayley. Please

apply for odefs to'make hinv-over to ns before we start.
* t >f  * .  *

.. . 't £

r  •, i < 1 f
Proceedings A. o f August 1869, No. 57.

From J. Westland, Esq., Officiating Junior Secretary to the
Government of Bengal, to the Inspector-General of Police, 

Lower P/M'inces, — (No.4898, dated Fort William, the 1 1 th 
August, 18(59?.'

Sir, • ■,
In reply to your letter No. 5058 of this day, I am

direceted to inform you that orders have been issued to the
officer in charge of the Patna Jail to make over the state pri­
soner Kurreem Bux to Mr. Reily, with a view to his taking 
him to the Panjab.

(Sd.) J. Westland.
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Enclosure:- ■

Note Sheet .f . i

K. W. Judicial Proceedings* A ., .for August, 1869, No. ’55-57.
, n

To -r- ' »* ?
Junior Seceretary. 1 5' !:~-

There are still two questions. 03
! J f ^

1. Should we not do this by warrant under' Regulation III
of 1818, and 1 * " r 'v ~

2. We are sending the man to the Punjab where he will be 
under the jurisdiction of another Local Government.

(Sd,) M. P.
t , V  * » !

' r ’c,
I issued the .order after noting these points, as it w.as 

urgently demanded. The man, however, goes in all probability 
with his own consent. But probably to make the thing legally 
perfect, the Governor-General’s warrant would be required for 
custody with Mr. Reily. I do not suppose, however, that there 
is any necessity for asking for such an order.

(Sd.) J. W.
r  j  e

f

• The man is not in legal custody, i I should think, however, 
that it was not- of any g re a t  im p o r ta n c e  if ho,e s c a p e d ,  b u t  if 
it is, a warrant of the Governor-General should be procured 
or one from the Punjab Government. ” "

, ‘ (Sd.) Illegible.

No orders.
t

(Sd.) Illegible.

* i. e., Proceedings of the Lieutenant-Governor o f Bengal.



SECTION B

Judicial Proceedings o f the Government o f Bengal in Several Districts 
o f Bengal ( other than Maldah ) and Delhi, Punjab and North-West

Frqntier Province

55

Government of B engal: Judicial Department Proceedings A. of 
August, 1869, No. 193.

From E. C. Bayley, Esq., Secretary to the Government of India, 
Home Department, to  the Secretary to the Government 
of Bengal, Judicial Department, (No. 1173, dated Simla, 
the 17 th August, 1869).

Sir,
I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of the Offi­

ciating Junior Secretary’s Jetter No. 4687, dated the 26th ultimo, 
and in reply to state that the Governor-General in Council 
approves of the proceedings of His Honor the Lieutenant-Gover­
nor in the*matter oF th e  W a h a b e e  movemerit therein reported.

( S d .) E. C. Bayley.
V l

Note Shdpt ~

\ Judicial

K. W^Proceedings A. for August, 13§9^No. 193.

Please see pencil note below. It^a^pears from the papers 
in the annexed bundle that the further-proceedings o f this Govern­
ment in the matter of the Wahabee movement were laid before 
the Government of India on the 26th ultimo, and that Govern­
ment has expressed its approval of those proceedings. Nothing
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further need be done till we receive the Legal Remembrancer’s 
report.

(Sd.) P. L. G.
•Vj' i •, i * * 2 5 . 8 .6 9 .

 ̂ * 1 (Sd.) A‘. E.
*, -(Sd.) W. G.

56

Proceedings A. o f December, 1869, Nos. 167-168.

From Lieutenant-Colonel J.W. Younghusband, C. S. I., Officiating 
Under-Secretary to the Government of Punjab, Civil Depart­
ment,* to 3the Secretary to ih e  Government of Bengal, Judi­
cial Department,—(No. 3325, dated the 6th Decebe'r, 1869).

Sir,
I have the honor, by direction of the Lieutenant Gvernor, 

to enquire whether it is in contemplation to bring the persons 
now in custoday in the Punjab to  an early trial to answer for 
their connection with the Wahabee agitations.

(Sd.) J. W. Younghusband.
Note Sheet.

Judicial
K. W. Proceedings for December, 1869, No. 167.

%
We may say what is the case, that Mr. Reily ^has been 

requested (1̂ did so verbally) to prepare brief of two 5f the best 
cases and"'that they will then be laid before Advocate-Genial 
for advice as fo the exepediency of proceeding to a trial.)

Please tV, ask Mr. Reily when he will complete tgese cases; 
he has had-ample'-tiore. / ~ '”r

(Sd-:) W. G.
12.\ 14. 69.
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57

From A. Mackenzie, Esq., Officiating Junior Secretary to the 
Government of Bengal, to the Officiating Under-Secretary 
to the Government of the Punjab, - (No. 6551, dated Fort, 
William, the 16th December, 1869).

Sir,
I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter

No. 3325, dated the 6th instant, and in reply to state, for the
information of His Honor the1 Lieutenant-Governor of the'Putljab, 
that Mr. Reily has been requested to prepare briefs in two of1 
the 'more perfect Wahabee cases. When this has been dotfe, 
they’ will be laid before the Advocate-General for opiniorl as to 
the expediency of proceeding to a trial. In the meantime, all 
those arrested on suspicion will remain in confinement as State 
prisoners.

(Sd.) A. Mackenzie. ,

58

Proceedings A. o f August, 1869, No. 176 : , t

From  LieutenantColonel A. H. Paterson, Officiating Inspector- 
General of Police, Lower Provinces, to the Secretary to 
the Government of Bengal,—(dated Fort William, the 19tK' 
August, 1869).

Sir,
With reference to the telegram from Mr. J. H. Reily, for­

warded to yoti with my letter dated 17th instant; 1' hsfve the 
honour now to 'submit copy of a communication, No. 182,-dated 
the 19th'August 1869$ from the same Officer, giving cover to the 
deposition of Mahomed Alee Hossain. "

Undetf* the' circumStarices described, there 'appears 'td 
b e  iio  o b je c t io n  to  th e  r e le a s e  o f  A le e  H cfssa in  ■on1' b a il 'd&'i
proposed. , ! ;

21—
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59

Proceedings A. No. 177 :

C o p y  o f  a  l e t t e r  f r o m  S p e c i a l  D e p u t y  I n s p e c t o r - G e n e r a l  o f  P o l i c e

to the Inspector-General of Police, - (No. 182, dated 19th
August 1869).

I have the honor to  submit a copy of the statement made 
by the Vakeel Alee Hossain, one of the Wahabee prisoners in 
the Patna Jail, before the magistrate of Patna. I have already 
applied to you by telegram for this m ac's release. My object 
is to release him on bail, as he can be of the greatest use to 
Baboo Ishree Pershad at Patna and Dinapore. We could not 
well have succeeded in convicting this man and Kurreem Bux, as 
there is nothing against them, but concealing the receipt of the 
letter from Hajee Deen Mahomed. But as they are shareholders 
in the decree and the associates of Peer Mahomed, their evidence 
will be very valuable against him.

2. We have every hope of getting Ellahie Bux, the Gomasta 
of Ameer Khan and Husmutdad Khan, who paid the Wahabee 
collections on their account to Peer Mahomed. Sub-Inspector 
Meer Ahmed Alee of the Regular Police, with the consent of the 
District Superintendent, has been left at Dinapore to find Ellahie 
Bux.

Enclosure :

The statement o f Alee Ahseen,* Vakeel

I live in Sagunah Mynpoorah, near the Cantonment of Dina­
pore. I am employed in the Sudder Ameen’s and Small Cause 
Courts. I know Peer Mahomed. I know that he is the leader, 
of the Dinapore Wahabees, and that he keeps the baitoolmal or 
public collections on account of the Wahabees. The Collectors 
a re— Abdool Rohaman for Orderly Bazar, Tarahtolah and Khoda 
Bux for old Dinapore, Imleetolah, and Bhodie Khan and Umdoo 
Khan for Nasreegunge, and Kurreem Bux for Babigunge and

*  i .  e . t  V a k e e l  A l e e  H o s s a i n  r e f e r r e d  t o  a b o v e .
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Moteahtolah, and under him Tussadoo, for Lai Kotee. These 
people collect from Wahabees all sort of collections, viz., Koor- 
baneeka chumra, which means the hides of every animal slau­
ghtered at the Bukreed, Zakaat, which is 2J per cent on 
the profits of all trades ; sadka, which is the same as Fetrah, 
viz., four seers of wheat, or its price, from every person at the 
Eed. These collections were all paid to Peer Mahomed, and 
he sent them on to where the Jehad was, viz., what we call 
the Kafilah. The object of these collections was to aid the colo­
nists or Kafilah to make war ( jehad)  against the Government. 
Peer Mahomed in conversation with Ellahie Bux, (Gomasta of 
Husmutdad Khan) Moulah Bux, Share Alee his brother, both 
of Dinapore, Nazir and Duffa Alee, a merchant of Dinapore, 
and with my kpowledge, not with my advice, but after infor­
ming me, used to send this money for the above purpose. His 
messengers were Hajee Deen Mahomed, Tobaruk Alee, Kullen, 
( a durzee of D inapore) Ameer, iiis partner and Hussen Alee, 
and also his, ( Peer Mahomed’s ) servant Fyaz. These messen­
gers took the money to Delhi or Peshawar, whence it was for­
warded. They did not themselves go on to the Sittana Colony. 
One time Hajee Deen Mahomed went from here, rather more 
than a year ago with 2,000 Rupees in asruffees [Ashrafis], for 
the purpose of the Kafilah. He sent a letter after he had got 
to his destination, on the outside of which was from Buxoollah 
( the brother-in-law of Hadjee Deen Mahomed of Orderly Bazar, 
D inapore) to Boodhoo, who is deen Mahomed’s son.in-law. 
Inside, the letter was intended for Peer Mahomed, and after 
giving his salaams to all of us, viz., Ellahie Bux, Amdoo Khan, 
Kurreem Bux, Khoda Bux, Abdool Rohaman, Bhaday Khan, and 
to me and to Sookhoo, said that he had arrived and his expen­
ses had been Rupees 100, and that he had forwarded the two 
mounds of tobacco to Golshun. We knew that he meant by 
each maund of tobacco Rupees 1,000, and by Golshun, the 
Kofilah or Sittana Colny. That letter was read to us by Kurreem 
Bux and remained with Boodhoo. He desired a reply to 
be sent to the name of Buxoollah. The address on the out­
side gave it as coming from 1st Company, 4th regiment Arti­
llery. It is merely a blind. Some four or five months after
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it was received, i. e., about the Bukreed, the letter which had 
'been put by Boodhoo with a lot of Zemindafee papers, fell with 
them into the hands of Mungloo, his partner, who took the 
papers to  Hingun to have the accounts explained to him,' hnd 

•'lh the process, this letter came out : Hingun read it and told 
iMunglt)o‘| and they sent for Boodhoo. Boodhoo said the letter 
Hvas not his but. Peer Mahomed’s. Peer Mahomed was called 
by Boodhoo, and then Wajid was sent for Amdoo Khan, Ella- 
Tiie'Btfx, Sookhoo, Kureem Bux and me : (  again says n 6, Wajid

’sent 'for Boodhoo. and Boodhoo himself called"us ). We dll 4. * 1‘wdre collected in Jugroo’s place, and Peer Mahomed proposed 
fhat 'the decree which Boodhoo held over Jugroo ('the'b'rother 
of H fnguh) should be cancelled, and that we should make 
it up to Boodhoo. The decree was for Rupees 6,000. Jugroo 
dgreed to this, and said that if the decree was cancelled, he 
w'ould give up the letter. Before this Bodhoo had sold in  one

• deed '2 annas’ of the decree to me and 4 annas to' Kurreein 
'Fux, Nominally for Rupees 800 but really to give as an interest 
getting the decree satisfied. We were to receive our share of 
the money, too, under Peer Mahomed’s arrangment. Boodhoo 
and Jugroo, and Hingun and Mungloo accordingly came to the 
court 'here’ at Patna and filed a petition through ... Khan, Vakeel 
of acquittance for the full amount of the decree. They came 
back in the evening at 4 or 5 o’clock to Peer Mahomed’s shop at 
Dinapore and they [file d ]  the petition. I was there present. 
Peer. Mahom'ed then asked Jugroo to give him up the letter 
affd Jugroo told Mungloo to give it up . Mungloo handed it 
to Kurreem Bux, who was standing near him and give -it to 
Peer Mahomed. The amount of the decree promised by Peer 

'‘Mahomed has rie^er been given ; it was in a fright at that 
time! as his ‘son-in-law and the father of latter, viz., Tebaruk 
Al'ee1 and Mobaruk, had recently been arrested. We did not 
file a petition in regard to our share of the decree, as up to 
that time our names had not been entered as decree-holders ; 
but afterwards aS Peer Mahomed did not pay us, I applied 
to haves my name entered as decree-holder for 6 annas on the 
basis of the deed o f sale above referred to.

Ellahi Bux was formerly a Gomasta of Peer Mahomed,
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and afterwards became Gomasta to Ameer Khan and Husmutdad 
Khan, who were partners. Wh&i-fhese two separated, he remained 
on as Gomasta to Husmutdad Khan only in Dinapore, and the 
Zakaat and other contributions of*.Husmutdad Klian and1 Ameer 
]&han ,,wefe .alvv^ys |brought to Peer Mahomed .by-'Ellahie Bux. 
iThis has be.en g<?ing on .for tyvo, three yeans! since Ahmudoollah 
was imprisoned. Pepr-.Mphprned was then made' -thfe agent for 
collections.

1 ' I  havfe^Seen Ellahie 6’ux payin'money for this purpose. Once 
about a year ago", 1 ’wenVwith Ellahie Bux, having some business

f t !  * I » I ,* *
'to see Hakeemi Abdool Hamed (the son of Ahmudoojlah), about it, 
and we werit first to HiiSmutdad Khan’s kobtee in the' city near 
Goolzardaug. Ellahie Bux drew Kiipees 1,000 ; these he took 
to the Chowk, and changed into goldmohurs, and then returned 

’with md to Pder Afahomed. I went on to my Iiouse. 'He told 
ni6  ̂ W d ”it \^as quite*‘und6rkood between us,, that:. the money 

‘ivas *£aid to Peer Mahomed as a contribution to'be sent |o  the 
iolony for' tlie purpose of jehad. That Rupees 1,0(50 with other 
money taken by‘‘Tobaruk Alee, who gave it out here that he 
was going 'to Irade 'w ith  the money. He' had asruffees, and 
there was 19  ̂ Rupees cfver. I have often heard on other occasions, 
both from Peer Mahomed and Elahie Bux, of the sums brought 
by the latter. The money was sent up to the frontier some three 
or four times a year, but not'quite regularly. It was sent according 
to their requirements, and partly according to the amount of 
collections, i Another source >ofincome; besides those mentioned 
abovei1 was’from thepropferty of! Wahabees-dying withoiit heirs or 
near relations ; sometimes .the .relatives wer$ persuaded to make 
over the property .of dead Wahabees. This was by ''hibanamah 
■given, by an old woman living near* Amdoo Khan’s house, we 
got a good deal of property. The building lis now in Amdoo 
Khan’s possession. I know all this as I was -with them. Waha­
bees Ooozdat and Munsheer used to do their legal work.

Read over to Alee Ahaseen, Vakeel, in Urdoo, and ack­
nowledged to be correct. * >

,  ’ Sd I -  C. S. Bayley,
Magistrate.
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60
Proceedings A. o f  September, 1869, No. 165.

Memorandum from J. W. Fawcus, Esq., M. D., Deputy Inspector 
General of Jails, Lower Provinces, in charge, ( No. 5341, 
dated Alipore, the 31st August, 1869).

.1
Copy forwarded to the Government of Bengal. Judicial Depart­

ment, in pursuance of orders on the subject.
From E. C. Bensley, Esq., Officer in Chage o f Jail, to the Ins­

pector-General of Jails, Lower Provinces, ( No. 564, dated 
Bauleah, the 28th August, 1869 ).

Sir,
In continuation of this Office No. 504, dated 14th instant, I 

have the honor to infrom you that the State prisoner Kerra- 
mutollah Moliah has, a t his own request, been supplied with 
food and clothing from his relatives. The food and clothing 
are examined every day when brought in the Jail gate, so as 
to avoid correspondence, etc., being conveyed to the prisoner.

( S d .) E. C. Bensley.
Note Sheet.

Judicial
K. W. Proceedings for September, 1869, No. 165. 

Memorandum
This does not seem to require any orders. Keramutoollah 

is at present detained under the orders of the Magistrate. A 
letter from the Inspector-General of Police, giving cover to copies 
of deposition taken by the Magistrate in the case, with drafts, 
prepared in anticipation of a warrant and letter of inslruc- 
tions to the Jail Officer, were submitted to the Junior Secre­
tary two or three days ago.

(Sd.) S. C. D.
7. 9. 69.

No orders. Case goes up in to-day’s box.
(Sd.) J. W.
(Sd.) A. E.

7. 9. 60.
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Proceedings A. o f August, 1869, Nos. 48-49 :

From Lieutenant Colonel A. H. Paterson, Officiating Inspector- 
General of Police, Lower Provinces to the Secretary to the 
Government of Bengal, - (No. 4952, dated Fort William, the 
6th August, 1869).

Sir,
I have the honour to forward a copy of a letter received 

to-day from Mr. Reily, recommending the detention, in the Ram- 
pore Beauleah Jail, of Moulvie Keramuttoollah, one of the Wahabee 
leaders, and to solicit that the necessary orders may be passed 
with a view to giving effect to Mr. Reily’s recommendation.

(Sd.) A. H. Paterson.

Enlosure:

From J. H. Reily, Esq., Deputy Inspector-General of Special Police, 
to the Inspector-General of Police, Lower Province,—(No. 
277, dated Calcutta, the 5th AugustTl 869).

Sir,
I have jnst heard from the Magistrate of Rajshahye that 

he has secured another ?of the Wahabee leadeas, named Moulvie 
Keramuttoollah, against whom we had evidence when Hadjee 
Moniruddin was arrested. The Magistrate has since taken further 
evidence. Moulvie Keramuttoollah being one of fhe leading 
Wahabees in the district, and one who has great influence, I beg 
to recommend that he may be detained in the Jap at Rampore 
Beauleah uhder the provisions of Regulation III of 1818.

/  (Sd.) J ^ k .  Reily.

• >\  62

Proceedings A. o f August, 1869, No. 50.

From J. Westland, Esq., Officiating Secretary to the Goversment
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of Bengal, to the Officiating Inspector-General of Police 
Lower Provinces,—(No. 4928, dated Fort William, the 12th 
August, 1869).

Sir, , ,
In reply to your letter No. 277 of the 5th instant, reco­

mmending the issue of a W arrant for the' detention of IVtotilvie’ 
Ke'rarauttoollah under Regulation I lf  o \  -1818, l'am  directed to 
request that you will be good e'nough to'submit a copyof the* deposi­
tions taken by the Magistrate in the case.

2. I am to add that copies of such deposition should 
accompany all applications for Warrants under Regulation t i l  of 
1818, to enable the Lieutenant-Governor to judge whether oY noi 
the Warrant applied for'should be issued.

(Sd.) J. Westland.

63

Proceedings A. for'August, 18^9, Nos. 86-99.

S ubject: Diary o f Baboo Ishree Pershad: 1

Fr,om Lreutenant-Colonel A. H. Paterson, Officiating Inspector- 
General, of Policej Lower Provinces, to the Secretary to  the 

, Qovermpen,t of Bengal in the Judicial Department,—(No. B .’ 
dated Forf Willim, the 16thsAugust, 186:)) -« Oil t

sk, ! \  ' 1 i i
t I liave the hpnour to forward, for, submission to t îe Lieutenant;-. 

Governor, a Jitter 1^0.279 dated, 9th, instant, from ^the Deputy 
Inspector-Gene^l, Special Department, forwarding a dia^y of Baboo 
Ishree Peteh&d, oo which the Magistrate of Patna and the Commi­
ssioner have^gedots^d remarks. 11

2. If  His Honor approves of the search of the f*ost Offices 
proposed by Biboo Jshree Perfftad, I request that t ie  necessary
authority may be given. ,

/  i . , ,  ,

,, , ! (Sd.) A. H.-Paterson: ,
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From J. H. Reily, Esq., Deputy Inspector-General of Police,
Special Department, to the Inspector-General of police Lower
Provinces,-(No. 279, dated Bankipore,-the 9th August, 1869).

Sir,

I have the honour to submit the diary of Baboo Ishree Pershad, 
Deputy Magistrate, for the 5th of August, 1869, with the remarks 
of the Commissioner and Magistrate of Patna. The diary relates 
to information which has been obtained as regards the manner 
in which correspondence is carried on between the Wahabees of 
Patna and the Jehadees who are across the frontiers. The man 
who gives the information I have seen, and he states that an 
agent has been appointed, who has been stationed at Oude, about 
1‘2 miles from Lucknow, who receives letter for, and from, the 
fanatics. His name is Keramat Ally, a native of Dinapore, and 
he has been at Burahbangee for the last three years.

2. I think it is necessary to search for letters in the Post 
Offices at Phoolwaree and Dinapore in the Patna district, addressed 
to Ghaseetun, Abdool Ally and Budhen.

The Buxar Post Office for letters addressed to Karamat Ally,- 
and to and from Mukmul Khan.

The Arrah Post Office for letters addressed to Karamat Ally ; 
also for letters addressed to and from Abdoollah of Mouzah 
Chakah. Letters to and from Shah Saheb of Ranee Saugar, also 
letters to and from Imam Ally and Warris Ally of Sarodah.

3. I have Communicated with the Inspector-General of 
Police in Oude, regafding, letters addressed to and from- KeramuJ 
Ally a t Burahbangee.

P. S. The Commissioner -and Magistrate of Patna do not 
approve of the suggestion to search the post offices.

(Sd.) J. H. Reily.

22—



170 Wahhabi Trials o f '1863-1870
K1

65

The Diary o f Mqonshee Ishree Pershad,, Deputy Magistrate on
special duty, No. 28, dated the 5th August, 1869 :

I have this day been informed by one Awlad Ally of 
Ismailpore, Dheebra, Purgunnah Phoolwaree, that ‘correspondence 
by post between the Sittana fanatics 'and Saudikpore Moulvies 
is still continued through Ghaseetun, Syed Abdool Ally of Dina­
pore Bhoosehra, Hajee Keramut A lly of Ismailpore Dheebra, 
Sheikh Budhen of Mouza Abdool Rahman Hindoonee in Patna 
district, and Sheikh Abdoollah of Mouza Chukya-, Hajee Imam 
Ally and Warris Ally of Sarodha, Shah Saheb of Ranee Saugar, 
and Mukmul Khan of Buxar, Arrah district. One Keramut Ally, 
the brother of Syed Abdool Ally of Dinapore Bhoosehra, since 
about four years has been stationed at Burahbangee in Oude, 
about 12 cosses at the north-west corner from Lucknow. Keraftiut 
Ally redeives and forwards the letters of this part of, the country 
to the west, and vice versa. Before the arrest of men at Dinapore, 
letters used to come direct from Keramut Ally'at Burahbangee 
in Oude to  Ghaseetun, and Syed Abdool Ally of Dinapore Bhoo­
sehra, by Khadowl (Khagowl ?) or ^Phoolwaree P .o s t.p ff ic e b u t 
since the arrest of men of Dinapore they have become very careful, 
and the letters of the said Keramut Ally comes first either to 
Mukmul Khan at Buxar, or to Abdoollah at Arrah, or to Shah 
Saheb at Ranee Saugur, or Hajee Imam Ally and Warris Ally at 
Sarodha, in Arrah district, and then to Ghaseetun and Sye^ Abdool 
Ally at Dinapore Bhoosehra. 'Ghaseetun is said to be one of 
the principal Village collectors of thfe Wah&bee funds, ^nd Abdool 
Ally often goes himself with money to the west.

I wish the special Deputy Inspector-General ( of Police ) 
would make some arrangement, and obtain the orders of Govern­
ment or Post Master General to allow me to examine the 
letters received or despatched from Buxar, Khagowl (Dinapore 
Railway Station ), Phoolwaree, Kealwar, and Arrah Post Offices, 
addressed by or to the n-.en above mentioned during the [ fo ra  ?] 
period of two months. If  such orders could be obtained, the
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Office. Indeed, as far as I am aware, Government has no 
authority whatever to authorise such a proceeding.

( Sd. ) A. E-

66
'i

From J. Westland, Esq., Officiating Junior Secretary to the Govern­
ment of Bengal, to the Secretary to the Government of 
India, Home Department,-( No. 4961’, dated Fort William, 

f the 14th August, 1869).
Sir,

With reference to the previous correspondence on the subject 
of the Wahabee movement in Bengal, I am directed to forward 
herewith, for the consideration and orders of the Government 
.of India, a copy of a letter ( No. B. dated August, 1869 ) from 
the Officiating Inspector-General of Police, with its enclosures, 
relative to an application for authority to search certain Post 
Offices for letters addressed to certain parties. To the Lieutenant- 
Governor, the circumstances under which enquiries are now being 
conducted into the proceedings of the Wahabees do not appear 
to be such as would justify the Government in resorting to the 
extreme course of detaining and examining letters in transit through 
the post.

( S d .) illegible.
i
Note

Send to Government of India ( Home Department), with 
reference to previous correspondence and sAy that the circums­
tance under which enquiries are now being conducted into the 
proceedings of the Wahabees do not appear to the Lieutenant- 
Governor to be such as would justify the Government in resorting 
to the extreme course of detaining and examining letters in transit 
through the post.

( Sd. ) W. G.
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informer is almost certain that some thing new will come to 
light. I believe him, as by the clue relating to Mobaruck Ally’s 
correspondence with Oomaid Ally at Delhi, through Patna Post 
Office many things have already been elicited. It was the clue 
which took me to the Punjab.

The informer says that he is certain that letters are con­
stantly received and sent by Ghaseetun and Syed Abdool Ally, 
but it is difficult to get them after they receive.

If I be permitted by the Special Deputy Inspector-General, 
•J may visit the Bhaiigulpore, Gya and Arrah Jails, where Peer 
Mahomed, Ameer Khan and Mobaruck Ally are detained res­
pectively, and find out whether they are inclined even now to 
speak out the truth.

( Sd. ) Ishree Pershad.

Enclosure :

Note Sheet.

Then I think it very possible that the examination of 
these letters may' lead to Beneficial results, but I am not sure 
as to the, legal view of the question. I would also support 
the Deputy Magistrate’s sugesstion of visiting the Jails in which 
the leading Whabees are confined.

Dated 6th August. 1869. ( Sd. ) S. C. Bayley.
Secretary.

I would recommend a copy of his diary being sent to 
the Commissiorier of Oude, with a view to the correspondence 
addressed to Keramut Ally of Burahbangee being intercepted 
and examined. This Keramut Ally is evidently one of the most 
t r u s t e d ^  the Wa}iabe.e community, and probably knows more 

.qf^jvhat is going on than any other individual.
Dated 6th August, 1869. ( S d .) R.P. Jenkins. '

Commissioner.
Note Sheet. Judicial

K. W. Progs A., for August 1869, Nos. 97-99.

I am entirely averse to allowing any scrutiny of the Post
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of a statement made on the 14th May, 1869, before the Punjab 
Police Officers by Nazir Mahomed of Tekamaree in zillah Rangpore. 
It will be seen ( th a t ) the information given by this man is valu­
able. He was a Havildar o r! Commander of one*hundred men 
under Moulvie Abdoollah beyond the fro’ntier. It willHje observed 
that he'states that supplies of men and ffroney have'ceased' from 
Hindoostan. This, i f  tfue, will pfOve that one' great* objbct of 
the present operations has been already attained. He also states 
that it is the ponstant work of Abdoollah to.preach to the men 
of the country, urging them to become his followers, ar.d -to 
unite together to fight with the sahebs [ i. e. Englishmen,]/ The 
man’s evidence will be valuable, as he has recently returned, to 
show that these jehadees [ i. e., fighters ] under Moulvie rAbdoo- 
llah, for whose support money has been sent by thfe sjubjects, 
are in a state of constant preparation to wage war against the 
Government, and are attempting to excite the forntier tribes to 
attack the sahebs. I

2. I beg to suggest that the District Superintendent ( of
Police ) of Rangpore may be directed to proceed al once to 
Tekamaree and secure Nazir Mahomed and send him j to the 
Inspector-General ( o f Police ) without any delay. Should (he have 
left his home, enquiry should be made for him, so as 9̂ secure 
his presence. He should be told that he is required as vfritnes.s, 
not as a criminal. It appears to me very important tihat ^azir 
Mahomed should be found as soon as possible. f

3. As men from Moulvie Abdoollah appear to bp conti­
nually returning, I beg to suggest that the Punjab Police |may 
be requested to provide these men with subsistence allowance,'and 
to send them to the Magistrate of Patna, who may communicate 
with me on their arrival, making them over to me. My object 
is to obtain information from them.

Enclosure :

14th May, 1869.
Nazir Mahomed son of Abdoollah, caste Sheek [Shaykh], 

inhabitant of Tekamaree, Zillah Rangpore, age 28 years.
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67 ‘ * > ■*
i *

From Lieutenant-Colonel A. H. Paterson,. Officiating Inspector- 
General of Police, Lower Provinces, to the Secretary to the 
Government of Bengal, in the Judicial D epartm en t,(N o . 
6530, dated Fort William, the 8th September, 1869).

Sir, j
\ I have the honour to-submft for the infofmation of the llieute- 

nant-Governor, copy of letter No. 182, dated' the '1st instant’-from 
the Eteputy Inspector-General ( of Police ), Special Department, 
giving icoyer to a statement made before the Umballa Police by 
one Naszif Mahomed of Tekamaree, in ZillaH Rungpore:

jMr. Reily considers the statement important as Shewing 
the constant state of preparation for waging war against the 
‘Government which Moulvie Abdoollah maintains among his follo­
wers.

3. I have not thought it right to do more than request 
the Magistrate of Rungpore to trace out Nazir MahomecT and 
take his deposition. If  it proves likely to be useful", I have asked 
that security may be taken for his reappearance a’s a witness.

p .  With reference to the concluding paragraph of Mr. 
Reijy’s letter, I  will, if  the Lieutenant-Governor sees no objec- 
tiorij, send a copy of it to the Inspector-General of Police, Punjab, 
requesting him to permit Mr. Reily to communicate direct with 
hini on such matters as the one under notice during such time 
as îe may be especially employed In  the Punjab. '

68

From J. H. Reily Esq., Deputy Inspector-General, to the Per­
sonal Assistant to the Inspector-General of Police, Lower 
Provinces,—(N o. 182, dated Rawal Pindee, the 1st Septem­
ber, 1869).

Sir,
I have the honor to submit the accompanying translation
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' j
States - that” my native village is south-east of Rangpore, 

about two days journey. I r have come from Khorasan Alii. I
was with Moulvie 'Abdoollah of Patna, Azimabad, who is now

« r * i
at Mouzah Hateare in'AIli. I went to him when young. I was 
then about sixteen years old. I ' went with my younger brother 
Jaun [ Jan ] Mahomed. Recently, I suffered from want of food, 
and my brother having died I returned, unknown to Abdoollah 
and without his orders. I was Havildar under the Moulvie. I 
had one hundred men under orders, and they were made to 
act as guards' and sentries. I  received clothings. I received no 
pay. Alii is two days’ journey from Mulka. There are now 
9do men with Abdoollah. He has to provide bread and clothes 
for these men. After leaving Alii I stayed in a Musjid in the 
village of K indaf, in Hazarah, that night the villagers gave me 
bread. I came tbeoce to Hazarah and remained with Sefoollah 
Resuldar and his men. Abbas Khan frequently visits Alii, as a 
spy, to learn all about them. I came away through this man. 
Sefoollah Rasul<Jar took me to Omtnanny Saheb at Abbotabad. 
This saheb, after questioning me, gave me five rupees, of which 
I have still two left. Having taken leave from the saheb, I went 
to Hazarah with the Resuldar and remained there some days. 
Seventeen days ago, I left Hazarah and have come straight here. 
I used to sleep in seraies during the night.

Moulvie Abdoollah is on friendly terms with the men of 
fhat' country, and they give him money and he is supported in 
this manner. Remittances of money have ceased from Hindoostan. 
Abdoollah is not 'on good terms with the Akoond of Swat : in 
fact, Swat is about three days’ journey from the place where 
Abdoollah is now. Moulvie Abdoollah’s constant work is to preach 
to the men of that country, urging the men to become his followers 
and to unite together to fight with the sahebs. I parted with 
him a month ago.. I 'temained ten or twelve days at Hazarah. 
No one from Hindoostan goes to Abdoollah now, but, on the 
cpntrary men frequently come away from him. The men with 
Abdoollah are all Hindoostanees ; about 600 are armed men. 
They have arms, swords and muskets. Some of these are match­
locks, some with caps. They have also a cannon, which they 
call Runchurah. Formerly, they manufactured weapons, but this
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work has npw ceased, When we were at Mulka, weapons were 
manufactured.. That cannon was made there.

In my nati-ve village there are some, laniis belonging to us 
and I expect to be supported by that means, but am pot aware of 
the state of my affairs. When I came away I was very young. (

H i ) j 'j

f
69

From the Hon’ble A. E^ejn, Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
Judicial Department, to the Officiating Inspector-General of 
Police, Lower Provinces,-( No. 43IT., dated the 18th Septem­
ber, 1869). ,

Sir,
•t

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
No. 6530, dated the 8th instant, and in reply to state that the 
Lieutenant-Governor approves of the communication made by 
you to the Magistrate of Rangpore In regard to the Waha"bee 
Nazir Mahbm^d. f

2. The. Lieutgnant-Governor also approves of your sugges­
tion that Mr. Reily should communicate direct with the Inspector 
General of Police, Punjab, in, matters connected with the object
of his enquiries in that Province.

' ? 1
‘ iByforder o f the Lieutenapt-Governor

of Bengal, 
i (S d .)A . Eden.

nV- . i
J i

" ''r 70 »

'Proceedings- A .1 o f December 1869, No. 66".
From Lifeutenarit-Colonel J.W. Young-husband, C. S. I., Officiating 

UndeV-Secretary to theGovernment of Punjab, Civil Depart­
ment, to the Secretary to the Governmemt of Bengal, judi­
cial and Political Departments,—( No. 3238, dated Punjab, 
the 30 th November, 1869 ).
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Sir,
I have the honor, by direction of Sir Donald McLeod, 

to iqfrom you that owing to the state of health Izdah Buksh 
( one of the political prisoners in confinement at Qelhi in the 
Wahabee investigation ), it is necessary to remove him to ano­
ther prison. - n

2. If  it appears necessary to keep Izdah Buksh in confine­
ment, I am to suggest, for -the consideration of His fioaor the 
Lieutenant-Governor o f Bengal, whether it would not be acmsable 
to remove him to the Jail in the Lower Provinces, where the 
other political prisoners are confined.

3. Izdah Buksh is the brother of Feroze Sha.

( Sd. ) J. W. Younghusband.

7 1

Proceedings A. o f December 1869, No. 67:

From A. Mackenzie, Esq., Officiating Junior. Secretary to the 
Government of Bengal, Judicial, Department, to the Offici- & 
ating Inspoector-General of Police, Lower Provinces, (No. 
6384, dated Fort William, the 8th December, 1869).

Sir,
With reference to the accompanying copy of a communi­

cation from the Government of the Punjab, No. 3238 of the 
30th ultimo, I am directed to request that you will be good 
enough to ascertain from Mr, Reily, whether it is necessary to 
keep the Wahabee prisoner, Izdah Buksh, therein mentioned, 
any longer in confinement.

2. An early reply is requested.
( S d . ) A . Mackenzie.
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72

Proceedings A. o f December, 1869, Nos. 220-221 :

.Memorandum from Lieutenant-Colonel A. H. Paterson, Officia­
ting Inspector-General of Police, Lower Province,— (No. 
8368, dated Fort William, the 16th December, 1869).

Forworded to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
Judicial Depatment, with reference to his No. 6384, dated the 
8th instant.

From  J. H. Reily, Esq., Deputy Inspector-General, Special Bengal 
Police, to the Personal Assistant to the Inspector-General
of Police, Lower Provinces,—(No. 8368, dated Calcutta, the
14th December, 1869).

Sir,
With reference to your memorandum No. 8265, dated the 10th 

instant, forwarding the letters noted in the margin*, respecting
* 1. From  U nder-Secretary to the Government of a prisoner in  the

Punjab, to Secretatry to the Governmentof T •,o tru ll,;
Bengal, N o. 3238, dated 30th N ovem ber, 1869. J a u a tu e in i ,u a iu e < l .  

2, Officiating Secretary to  the G overnm ent o f  I z d a h  Bux I h a v e  
Bengal, to Inspector G eneral o f  Police, N o. ’
6384, dated  8th D ecem ber, 1869. the honor to sub­

mit that Irzda Bux was charged by Oomaid Alii with receiving
and retaining seditious letters addressed to certain chiefs and rulers 
by his brother Feroze Sha, inviting them to join him in lighting 
against the British Government. .

2. Izdah Bux in his defence admits that he received such 
letters, but states that he returned them to the messengers of 
Feroze Sha. The fact of his having received those letters, and 
not having seized them and made them and the messengers over
to the authorities, constitutes a grave offence, and he is guilty
of this offence according to his own admission.

3. I believe, it will have a bad effect to release Izda 
Bux just now, at least before the Government decide what course 
to pursue with respect to the rest of the Wahabee prisoners. If 
Izdah Bux is suffering in health and it is necessary to remove
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him from Delhi, I would suggest his being kept in the Lahore 
or Loodiana Jail for the present. I do not think he will improve 
in health in the Lower Provinces.

( S d . ) J. H. Reily.

73

From A. Mackenzie, Esq., Officiating Junior Secretary to  the 
Government of Bengal, to the officiating under-Secretary 
to the Government of the Punjab,—(N o. 6671', dated Fort 
William, the 30th December, 1869 ).

Sir,
With reference to your letter No. 3238, dated the 30th 

November last, I am directed to forward to you a copy of the 
accompanying letter No. 8368, dated 16th instant, from the Offici­
ating Inspector-General of Police, Lower Provinces, and to state 
that in the opinion of the Lieutenant-Governor, it is desirable 
that the Wahabee prisoner, Izdah Buksh should, at present be 
kept in confinement in some jail in the punjab.

( Sd. ) A. Mackenzie.

Enclosure 

Note Sheet :
Judicial

K. W. Proceedings A. for December, 7869, Nos. 220-221

My dear Mackenzie,
I enclose a letter which bears upon the question of -rele­

asing Izdah Bux. Reily thinks, he is likely to give valuable 
information if he sees little or no chance of getting out of 
Jail without doing so.

( S d .) A, H. Paterson. 
17.J2. 69.
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Delhi,-20th September, 1869.

My dear Colonel,

Shazadah Izdah Bux, State prisoner in the Wahabee en­
quiries, in jail, has been writing to Mirza Ellahie Bux of Nezam- 
Q o d d e e n , Government prisoner, as follows

Translation.

“After complements— Up to the present time nothing has 
transpired from me, but now I feel helpless, as Major Orchard 
is constantly saying to me, if you have not the papers (letters 
from Feroze Shah), some of your people have them, and until 
you mention their names and have them given up you will not 
be, released. I am daily becoming fnuch distressed. Do you wish 
me to say what you recommended ? I cannot obtain informa­
tion of what is to take place in this business and I cannot 
make out who will try the case. If I could be made acquain­
ted with particulars, I would remain silent and not divulge any­
thing. What little you may write will cheer me, and I will 
consider it a great deal, and if I do not hear from you, I 
will let out that [ all th a t? ]  has taken place. All may go well 
with Sooltan Alum” .

A copy of this letter (which was written in pencil) has 
been word for word taken down, in the vernacular, and the 
original allowed to reach its destination in hopes of intercepting 
the reply.

Mr. Billings, Head Clerk of Commissioner’s Office, in the 
absence of Mr. Lennox on leave, has been in charge of the Jail, 
and lately food to Irzda Bux has entered the Jail, and thus 
the letter was given to the boy who takes the meals.

Mirza Ellahie Bux has been to call on Mr. Billings once 
or twice.

Would you kindly send on information to Mr. Reily, Deputy 
Inspector-General, Bengal detective police, who left some time 
ago,to,make the political enquiries.

t ( Sd. ) J. W. Orchard.



Police Investigation : Government o f Bengal 181

P. S. - This information I will not mention to the Deputy commi­
ssioner, who may put a stop to the food reaching Izdah 
Bux and prevent my getting information. What are your 
instructions in regard to this m a^er, pending which I shall 
remain silent.

74

Proceedings o f December, 1869, Nos. 53-54 :

From Lieutenant-Colonel A. H. Paterson, Officiating Inspector- 
General of Police, Lower Provinces, to the Secretary to 
the Government of Bengal, Judicial Department,—(No. 8] 18, 
dated Fort William, the 3rd December, 1869 ).
Sir,

I have the honour to forward in original a letter from 
the Special Deputy Inspector-General, No. 325, dated the 
1st instant, and its enclosures, relative to the arrest at 
Rawuf Pindee, in the Punjab of a supposed Wahabee Moulvie 
named Mahommad Shoaib, and to observe that it would 
seem advisable that the man should be detained until the 
enquiries suggested by Mr. Reily may have been made 
at Hyderabad.

2. I request the return of the enclosures with your
reply.

( Sd. ) A. H. Paterson.

75

From J. H. Reily, Esq., Deputy Inspector-General, Special 
Bengal Police, to the Personal Assistant to the Ins- 
pector-Genearl o f Police, Lower Provinces, ( No. 325, 
dated Calcutta, the 1st December, 1869 ).

Sir,
I have the honour to submit f o r  y o u r  o rd e r s  th e  

accompanying copy of letter No. 2426, dated the25th Novem­
ber, 1869,. from the Deputy Commissioner of Rawul Pindee,
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relating to the arrest of a suspicious Moulvie named Moha- 
maud Shoaib with gold mohurs and money. I beg to annex 
a translation of the statement made by the Moulvie before 
the Deputy Commissioner, translated by the translator atta­
ched to the Office of the Inspector-General.

2. It will be seen that the Moulvie has been arrested 
while going towards the frontierin the direction of the Hindoos- 
tanee Wahabees, from Hyderabad, where, it has been reported 
for some time, that there are many well-wishers and sympat­
hisers with the Wahabees. He states that the money found 
on him ( ten gold mohurs and Rupees 334) v/as given to 
him by Syud Mooheooddin, whom he designates “ Badsha” ; 
also by one Momin Alii Saheb and Zore Alii Khan, and 
Syud Habeeb, and zemindar Zarun Sha, and from a number 
of persons. In short, from his own statement is would appear 
as if the sum of money found on him was the amount subscri­
bed by different persons, and made over-to him for some 
purpose. Without having an opportunity of confronting him 
with the Wahabee informers I have succeeded in finding, I 
cannot state whether the Monlvie is a Wahabee Cossid [ i. e. 
Qasidor inform er]: but certainly there is every reason to 
suspect that he is a Wahabee agent, who has been intercepted 
at Rawul Pindee on his way to the Hindoostanee fanatics.

3. I beg to call attention to the 3rd paragraph of 
the Deputy Commissioner’s letter in which he alluded to 
three 'letters found on the Moulvie. signed by one Charles 
White, engineer in the service of His Highness the Nizam. 
I beg to submit the three letters in original ( having kept 
copies ), and beg that they may be sent to the Resident at 
Hyderabed to find out who Mr. White is ; and what induced 
him to give these letters to the Moulvie ? Also to enquire 
into the character, occupation and antecedents of Mahamaud 
Shoaib ; and who the person are ( named by him ) as having 
subscribed the sum of money found on him, and with what 
intention the money was made over to the Moulvie by the 
subscribers.

4. The Police of Rawul Pindee deserves every credit 
fo r  in te r c e p t in g  th is  s u s p ic io u s  c h a r a c te r  ; a n d  I  fee l hqvv
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certain, that Cossids from Hindoostan will find it difficult 
in future to pass through the Punjab, and communicate with 
the Wahabee fanatics across the North-West Frontier. The 
Punjab Police afforded every assistance during my late 
deputation, and ever since have evinced a sincere desire to 
work out the information, which I succeeded in collecting 
while in the Punjab.

( Sd. ) J. H. Reily.

Enclosure No. 1 :

Copy of a letter from Major H. B. Urmston, Deputy Commi­
ssioner, Rawul Pindee, to J. H. Reily, Esq., Deputy 
Inspector-General on special duty,—(No. 2426, dated 
Rawul Pin'dee, the 15th November, 1869).

Sir,
I have the honour to inform you that a man calling 

himself Moulvie Mohamaud Shoaib of Shaikh Jana Yoosuffzai 
was arrested in the sudder bazar of Ra;vul Pindee on the 
13th instant, under such suspicious circumstances as to lead 
me to believe he is an emissary employed by the Hindoos- 
tanee fanatics beyond the Peshawar border.

2. Attention was first directed to him by the Police 
on hearing that he was trying to dispose of some gold 
mohurs in the bazar. He was immediately arrested by 
order of the District Superintendent of Po lice; and on 
being examined at first denied having more than ten gold 
mohurs (each worth about Rupees 17). When further pressed 
as to the contents of a small wooden box which he had, 
he admitted having rupees 180 in it. These were taken 
out, and to all appearance the box contained nothing else : 
but on shaking it there seemed to have something still left, 
and on more minute examination the secret drawers of the 
box underneath were found to  be full of rupees tied up 
in dirty pieces of cloth. Thus, no less than rupees 334 
was altogether found, in addition to the ten gold mohurs.

3, I enclose a copy of this Moulvie’s deposition before 
me, and also three English notes in original, which seem toi
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have been most improperly given to  him by a person signing 
himself “ Charles W hite, C. E .,” an engineer in the service 
of His Highness the Nizam. It would, perhaps, be as well 
for you to put yourself in communication with the Resident 
at Hyderabad, with a view to ascertaining who this Mr. 
White is, and how he came to give letters of introduction 
to a man of this kind with whose antecedents and real charac­
ter he could have no possible acquaintance.

4. The Moulvie does not deny that he is a Wahabee. 
He will not actually say so in as any words *; but in 
reply to  my enquiry,—“Are you a Wahabee ?” he says,—“ I 
am a follower of the true faith as my fathers were. The 
Holy Koran is my guide.” His clothes are made in the style 
peculiar to  this sect : the “ koorta” to open in the centre at 
his chest ; pyjamas short, and as a matter of course, he has 
a few dark coloured cloths to wear as turbans or scarfs, and 
Koran in his wallet.

5. His descriptive roll is as follows :—
Age about 58 or 60 (he calls himself 80, but this is in­

correct). Face long, and hollow in the cheeks, Expression 
quiet and mild, nose large, rather aquiline with a mole on 
right side of it. Beard grey and painted, while his mos- 
taches are blacker.

6. Ydu will observe from his evidence that he alleges 
he obtained this large sum of money from Syud Moheooddin 
Badsha, sudder talookdar of Hydrabad (Deccan) and Syeed 
Momin Alii of the same place. Pending the receipt of 
final orders from Government about him, the court sherrif 
will keep it in deposit. I beg you inform me, as quickly 
as possible, whether you consider he should be detained 
in custody or not, A copy of this letter has been sent 
to the Commissioner o f Rawul Pindee for communication to 
the Punjab Government.

7. I take this opportunity of reminding you that 
Oomurdeen, the chaprassee of the telegraph department at 
Attock, who was arrested under my warrant at your request 
last August, is still in the magisterial lock-up here. He 
has been dismissed from his post by his department officers.
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I shall be glad to learn your views concernig him, and 
also as to the commissariat butchers who have been in this* 
jail awaitihg trial since last March. ,

(Copy)
forwarded by 

J. H. Reily.
Enclosue No. 2 :

Translation

Proceedings o f the Magistrate o f Rawul Pindee held before Major 
Urmston, Deputy Commissioner, dated 20th November, 1869.

I Mahammaud Shoaib, son of Sueedooddeen, by caste 
a Sheikh, inhabitant of Mouzah Shaik Jana, Ilaka Yusuffzee, 
aged about sixty years, p. ofession as a Moulvie. From a 
long time, I am an inhabitant of Mouzah Sheik Jana. About 
twenty years ago, I twice visited Tonk and other places with 
a desire of thirst after knowledge. I lived in Bhoopaul and 
Tonk for a year and upwards. Some eighteen or twenty 
months ago, I proceeded to the Upper Provinces from my 
own village. Thence I repaired to the Hyderabad division 
through the Grand Trunk Road and Mokam Nurail. This 
place belongs to Syeed Mooheeooddin Badsha, Hyder Mota- 
lakadar of Hydrabad. Having arrived there I submitted 
an application to Syeed Sahib for my maintenance. He offered 
me an appointment on a salary of Rupees 30 per month, 
besides beiug supplied with food. I was entertained in this 
service to educate his sons. I could scarcely spare any time 
to teach them. I lived with him for a few days, during 
which time I used to teach the people. I was under his employ 
for a period of about six or seven months. Afterwards, 
with his permission, I came to Kureem Nugger before Syud 
Momin Alii Sahib, first M otalakadar of the Hydrabad divi­
sion. I was acquainted with this man, when I was under 
the employ of Syud Mooheeooddin. Syud Momin Alii told 
me to stay in his house, and promised to bid me adieu
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after the month of Rumzan. I stayed in his house some 
four or five months. He used to pay me rupees 20 per 
month. Besides this, he furnished me with rupees 125 at 
the time of my bidding farewell to him. Syud Momin Alii 
was reading with me Fika and Osool (Mohamedan Law and 
the principles of Mohamedan Law). Having taken leave of 
the above gentleman, I went to take leave of Syud Mooheeoo- 
ddeen. After paying my obeisance [sic ! respects ?] to him, 
I set on my journey. He furnished with me a sum of rupees
10. For my sake Syud Momin Alii came to Mr. White, 
Chief Engineer of Buildings, at Kureem Nugger, and caused 
a Sahadaree purwanah or passport, and a letter of recommen­
dation to be furnished to me. I got rupees 60 from Syud 
Hubeeb Tusheeldar of Bejapore, who is an inhabitant of my 
village. On several occasions I became an Imam of several 
mosques for fulfilling prayers. By this means I got some 
money, wherever I used to stay. People asked me muslah, 
and I used to give answers of them. After leaving Bejapore, 
I did not see any acquainted person on the way. I was 
leaving ( living ? ) in the Seraies. I did not live in the 
mosques. The money which I received from Syud Mooheeoo- 
ddeen Badshah, I purchased gold mohurs through Serajooddin 
Jemadar from the bazar of Syud Sahib. I received more 
money from Syud Momin Alii and some from Zore Alii 
Khan and his brothers :

Syud Hubeeb,
Goorbut Shah Jemadar,
Monteezine, of Kureem Nugger,
Zuman Shah, Khan of Kureem Nugger.

Besides these people, others also gave me at the rate 
of one or two rupees each. Now I am going home with 
all these money. The three English letters, which have 
been found from my person are mine. The four persian 
and one Hindee letters, which have been found from my 
person, out of them two Persian letters are of-m ine, and 
the rest do not belong to me. One Sikh give me a book in 
the way, perhaps those letters were in the book. I do not
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know the name of Ruees Sing. He is a Sowar at Mothoora. 
I do not recollect the name of the place where he. made 
over the book to me. I was selling the gold mohurs at 
sudder bazar, on the prospect of getting a profit of one 
or two rupees, because in my place the gold mohur is 
cheaper. The pony which I have with me was purchased 
for mo on subscription by the inhabitants of Kureem Nugger.

Enclosure No. 3 :

From C. White, Esqr., C. E., Executive Enginer, His High­
ness the Nawab’s Department, Puplic Warks, to the 
Chief Civil Officer and Magistrate of Kotee M'urdan,— 
( No. 4, dated Kureem Nugger Yolgundul, the 19th 
November, 1869 ).

Sir,
The barer of this by name Mahamed Shoaib, Sakhim 

[ Sakin ] Kiria Shaikh Jana, a Moulvie of the Yusuffzee 
tribes, and an inhabitant of Chinglee, has been long known 
to me ; whilst he was on a visit to the Yelgundul dis­
tinct of His Highness the Nezam’s Territories, I formed 
his acquaintance and friendship : he has desired me to add­
ress a few lines to you ; though perfect stranger to you 
I have taken the liberty in doing so, as I wish to aid 
and assist him. I think if you listen to his story your­
self, you will be inclined to aid him : he is, I am credi­
bly informed, one of the most influential man in his tribe, 
he has told me that he will be glad to use his influence 
amongst his people for the preservation of peace and good 
feeling between them and the British ; and that if ever 
a dispute should arise he will, if  called on, do his best 
to settle it without bloodshed. He further tells me that 
should his country, by course of unforeseen events, become, 
British possession, he will give his aid in reconciling his 
people and keeping order ; he has travelled nearly all over 
India, and is, he assures me, fully impressed with the invi­
ncible might of the British power and the folly of con­
tending against it.
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He further states that there are several disputes now 
going on regarding to the possession of lands, etc., be­
tween some of the clansmen and others of his tribe who 
are British subjects, which are now in litigation in your 
court ; and he has power to aid you in settling them owing 
to his influence amongst his tribe as a cazee [ i. e., Qadi 
or judge], should you call on him to do so personally; 
but states, he dreads having anything to do with the minor 
courts presided over by native officials as there is but one 
way of getting justice that is by purchase. I trust, sir, 
you will exercise your discretion, and aid this man if you 
think he deserves it.

Enclosure No. 4 :

From C. White, Esq., C E., Zillah Engineer, Yelgundul,— 
( No. 5, dated Kurreem Nugger, the 20th June, 1869 ).

This is to certify that I have known the bearer Moulvie 
Mahamaud Shoaib Sakin Kiria Zena, for some time past, 
and have found him to be a most intelligent and communi­
cative man, and have obtained a [ good ] deal of knowledge 
from him concerning the manners, customs and geography 
of his native land, viz., the Yussufzai country, of which 
place he is one of the leading Cazis. He has been here 
on a visit to the Taluqdar or commissioner of this district, 
who also speaks very highly of him, and is now about 
returning to his native country. I shall always be glad 
to hear of his welfare and prosperity and if ever in my 
power, I shall be glad to aid him.

Enclosure No. 5 :

From C. White, Esq., C. E., Executive Engineer, His Highness 
the Nawab’s Department, Public Works,—(No. 3 dated 
Yelgundul, the 20th June, 1869).

The bearer of this by name Mahamaud Shoaib Sakin 
Kiria Shaikh Zena, “Moulvie of Yussufzai” , has been known 
to me for several months past as a very worthy man ; he
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is an inhabitant of Afghanistan, to which he now intends 
returning ; and as he has asked me to give him a passport 
or letter of recommendation to the local authorities on his 
route so that he may be allowed to pass unmolested on 
his journey, though I have told him, first, that it is not 
necessary ; second, that I had no power to give him such ; 
but as he is importunate, and for friendship’s sake I write 
this, so that those whom it may concern may aid him.

He is, 1 can safely affirm from my personal acquain­
tance, and also from what I have heard from the chief 
talookdar of this district, a most worthy, upright, inteligent 
and peaceable man, and will not be ungrateful for any aid 
or assistance that may be rendered to him by those who 
are in a position to aid him.

76

Proceedings A., for December 1869, No. 55 :

From the H on’ble A. Eden, Secretary to the Government
of Bengal, Judicial Department, to the Secretary to
the Government of the Punjab,—(No. 6372, dated Fort 
William, the 7th December, 1869).

Sir,
la  forwarding the accompanying copy of a letter 

from the Officiating Inspector-General of Police, and its 
enclosures, relative to the arrest at Rawal Pindee of a 
supposed Wahabee Moulvie named Mohomed Shoaib, I am 
directed to state that the Resident at Hyderabad has this 
day been addressed with a view to enquiries suggested by
Mr. Reily being made at Hyderabad, and I am to request
that the necessary orders may be issued by His Honor 
the Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab for the detention 
o f the Moulvie until the result of those enquiries is known.

( S d .) A. Eden.



190 Wahhabi Trials o f 1863-1870

7 7

Proceedings A., for December 1869, No. 56 :

From the Hon’ble A. Eden, Secretary to the Government 
of Bengal, Judicial Department, to the Resident at 
Hyderabad, - ( No. 6374, dated Fort William, the 7th 
December, 1869 ).

Sir,
I am directed to forward the accompanying copy of 

a letter (N o . 8118, dated the 3rd instant ), from the Ins- 
pector;General of Police, Lower Provinces, with its enclo­
sures, and with reference to the 3rd paragraph of Mr. 
Reily’s letter of the last instant, to say that the Lieu­
tenant-Governor thinks it would be advisable, should you 
see no objections that an enquiry should be instituted as 
to what is known of Moulvie Mahomed Shoaib and of the 
persons named by him. His Honor would be glad to be 
informed of the result of any such enquiry.

2. Mr. White’s letters referred to in the correspon­
dence are herewith forwarded in original, and 1 am to request 
that they may be returned when no longer necessary.

( Sd. ) A. Eden.

7 8

Proceedings A. o f December 1869, Nos. 100-104 :

From Lieutenant-Colonel A. H. Paterson, Officiating Inspector- 
General of Police, Lower Provinces, to the Secretary to the 
.Government of Bengal in the Judicial Department,-(No. 8158, 
dated, Fort William, the 6th December, 1869),

S i r ,

In compliance with the instructions contained in your o f f i^  
memorandum No. 6066, dated the 19th ultimo, I called o < J ||H  
Deputy Inspector-General (of Police), Special D e p a r tm e n t^ f^ ^ ^ f
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further information he might have regarding Moulvie Ahmedoollah.
I attached Mr. J. H. Reily’s reply.

2. The Lieutenant-Governor will observe that Mr. Reily 
suggested that the Mulvie’s movements should be watched. This 
suggestion I conveyed to the Inspector-General of Police, Mad­
ras, in a letter No. 3792, dated 15th June, 1869.

3. The only person known to the Detective Police in Bengal, 
who is able to give information against the Moulvie, appears 
to be Alii Kurreem, and Mr. Reily is not now hopeful of getting 
any information from him.

Enclosure No. 1 :

From J. H. Reily Esq., Deputy Inspector-General, Special Ben­
gal Police, to the Personal Assistant to “the Inspector-General
of Police, Lower Provinces,—(No. 324, cfeted Calcutta, the 1st 

( December, 1869 ).
Sir,

With_ feference to your memorandum No. 795ffrdaigd the 
j26,tp forwarding memorandum No. 6066, cjated the 19th
idem, from ;the Junior Secretary to t n e  G o v e r n m e n t  of Bengal, 
requesting nie to forward the f u r t h e r  information' regarding the 
Wahabee pre&^er Moulvie Ahmedoollah, I beg to st^p , as already 
comm unicat^^EV-the Inspector-General, that t J ^ ^ nf°rmation 
contained in myNetter No. 161, dated th g y ^ ls t May, 1869, 
was obtained from Ain v  pf-r^em at P a t iy ^ T h e  Inspector-Gene- 
ral is aware that I requested at the-rfm e that Alii Kurreem 
should be employed by the Government ; but it was not con­
sidered advisable to employ him ; and I fear all expectation of 
his - a i d i n g  me in obtaining the necessary evidence regarding 
Moulvie Ahmedoollah must be abandoned,

2. I was ’bound to report what I Jearnt, since it related 
to so serious a matter as tampering with the Sepoy Regiments 
at M adras ; but I beg to point out that all I suggested was 
that a strict watch should be kept over the Moulvie’s move­
ments.

3. The Moulvie, it appears, has now been arrested by the 
District Superintendent of Police at Raipore, in the Central
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Provinces. From the statement he has made before that officer 
( a copy of whose letter I enclose), it will be seen that he has 
been to Bopal as stated to me by Alii Kurreem ; that he is 
a native of Bengal ; that he has been wandering over Madras and 
Central India'; and that he is connected with Ellahie Buksh 
of Meerut, the brother of Mahomed Shuffee1. The descriptive 
roll given by the District Superintendent agrees with the des­
cription given to me by Alii Kurreem, and stated in my letter 
dated the 31st of May last. He also admits ( o f ) being acqu­
ainted with Hafiz Noor Mahomed of Benares, who, it will be 
seen, is named as a Wahabee Agent in that city, in the Sele- 
tions of the Bengal Government No. 42, Page 160.

4. I believe, he is the man denounced by Alii Kurreem, 
but without enquiry^-at-lhe different places visted by Moulvie 
Ahmedoollah, it is n/>t easy to obtain legal evidence of his having 
tampered with the Sepoys in the Madras Presidency ; but pending 
enquiries w^ich may be made, it appears to me prudent to 
recommend^'his detention under the provisions of Regulation 
III of.

r ^
Enlosure No. 2.1 ,  *_

'  \  ;
From Major F. G. Steuart, District Superintendent ° f  Police,

Raipo^fc^entral Provinces, to the InspggtatG a^P’3  ̂of Police, 
Bengal/^Wi«;utta,—(dated Raipore, the 28tj?r̂ >®Plem^er> 1869).

I have the h o n o r i n t o r m - you that I yesterday arrested 
a man styled himself filoulvie Ahmedoollah Khan, who, from 
letters I have received from the District Superintendent of Police, 
Nagpore, and from  enquiries which I instituted against him prior 
to arresting him, I have reason to believe, is the person des­
cribed in a circular issued to Officers Commanding Stations and 
Regiments in the Madras Presidency by the Adjutant-General, 
Madras, as “ a native of Bengal named Moulvie Ahmedoollah, 
.a bigoted Wahabee, whose chief object is to stir up the sepoys 
to sedition, was formerly of Bhopal, and companion of Feroz

1. M uham m ad Shafi was one o f  the m ost p rom inent leaders o f the Jihad 
m ovem ent, convicted in the W ahabi Trial of Ambalu in 1864.
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Shah, is engaged in travelling from place to place where Madras 
troops are, and carrying on seditious communications” .

2. A man named Moulvie Ahmedoollah Khan made his 
appearance here on the 16th instant, aod began to be visited 
by knjwn Wahabees, and as a cloak to his real designs, he 
gave out to the public that he had come for purposes of trade ; 
but his answers were so inconsistent, more especially as regards 
his future movements, that after the receipt of the circular to 
which I have referred, it appeared quite certain that he was the 
man alluded to, and it was resolved to arrest him as soon as 
he made a start ; unfortunately he got intimation that he was 
being watched, .an d  he then assumed an air of innocence and 
asked to be brought to me ; of course he has made everything 
snug to guard against any search, and the only letters which 
fell into our hands were probably such as he intended should. 
For instance, one was a letter from a friend at Kamptee to another 
friend alluding to IBe’prOclarmation, and saying that, some enemies 
of the family had told the authorities that their friend Mohlvie 
Ahmedoollah Khan, who resided in Kamptee, but was now on 
his travels, was the proscribed Ahmed Shah, and as the Moulvie 
was shortly to come from Belaspore to Kamptee, and would 
probably^ pass through Raipore, the writer begged the person 
addressed to warn the Moulvie ; for although of" course,_£ven 
if arrested, no ultimate evil could befall their friend, still he" 
would be? put to much inconvenience which might as well,, j f  
possible,Jbe avoided. *

3. Ĉ n being called upon to give an account of himself
after -his arrest, he made a statement, of whicji I will give an 
abstract. -  Z '

4. His reference for the past nine or/ien years in Kamptee, 
which he left eighteen months ago, leaving his wife and son 
Abdoollah Khan, aged twelve, there ; was born in Dacca Division, 
at Birwa, in Booal Talook, of which his ancestors were, for 
generations, zemindars. Has been separated from his family for 
twenty years. Left home at twelve years of age ; was educated 
at Calcutta, Madras and Hooghly, where he remained seven years ;
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then studied at Khoran for four to five years under Moulvie Sukhat 
Alii. Went to Mecca, spent a year in pilgrimage, and returned to 
Saugor, where he married ; but wife dying there years after, went 
to Bhopal, where he was married a second time. At this time, 
mutiny broke out, when this was over went to Kamptee and 
dealt in skins, then cloth, which he used to purchase in Bombay 
and sell in the Berar, Kamptee and Baitool. Gave !this up for 
two years, and has recently taken to trading in horns and hides. 
Left Kamptee at ( t he)  end of cold weather before last, and 
came straight to Raipore, whence in two days went to Belaspore, 
where he stayed four months, residing with Tehseeldars Huvol 
Hossein and Soobhan Alii. Thence went to Jubbulpore, remained a 
month, and then went to Hazeepore, and thence to Calcutta. After 
staying there a month, went to Dacca, and thence to Birwa to 
see his mother. In three months returned to Jubbulpore, rea­
ching it in Jeyth1, and again leaving in Asar2 to Mundlah and 
Belashpore. Save this once has never visited Calcutta or Madras 
within the last ten years. Subsequently admits having gone about 
nine years ago to Vigianagram, where he met some of the 11th 
Regiment, Madras Native Infantry ( now at Raipore ), but does 
not know their names. Does not like to be intimate with sepoys 
or preach in their mosques since the mutinies, a& he does 
not wish to' be suspected by government. Is not a Wahabee, 
has never ̂ met a Mahomedan holding Wahabee doctrjhes, hardly 
trmierstands what these are. The horns and hides he Tip purchas­
ing, he purchases to send to Calcutta to Alla Dya, in f£olootolah, 
agent of Ellahie Buksh and Abdool Kurreem of Meerut^ The wound 
on the head Lŝ  not a sword cut, was caused by running- against a 
bamboo in his youth, as was the scar in middle of forehead.

Has been at Benares lately for a day or two, knows there 
Kazee Hafiz and Hafiz Noor Mahomed.

5. Here we learn that he is recognised as the peer ( / .  e., 
pir ) or teacher of Ishmail Khan Wahabee, who, two or three yeafs 
ago, was arrested at Berhampore for preaching sedition amongst 
the sepoys of the 28th Madras Native Infantry, and sent for

1. i .e .,  the second m onth of Bengali C alendar.
2. i. e., the th ird  m onth o f idem.
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life to the Coimbatoor Jail ; and as a Moulvie who by his 
preaching caused caste dissensions at Vellore whence he had 
to flee.

6. The following is his description -
Age 40 to 4 2 ;  tall, square shouldered, thin ; complexion 

brown ; face long, thin ; experession austere.
Beard, dark coloured pointed thin, and not accustomed to 

be shaved.
Cheeks sunken ; eyes ditto, dark brown.
Front teeth protruding and visible when mouth is closed ; 

wheg Jie smiths upper lip rises and expose them. Teeth in lower 
jaw irregular the whole dark and discoloured.

Neck remarkably long and scraggy ; throat broad at base.
Nose pointed ,and somewhat'hooked.
.Moustaches shaved in a thin line. ___
Ears somewhat large and protruding from skull.
Forehead prominent with two sowllen viins runing over

* * » i  t  /  

the side of the temple from the point of"/he ears. Mark of
^swo'rd cut 2 inches r'm length, on left side >̂f skull ; a roundish
"icicutrice also visible in centre of foi'ehead.

G eQ gJy^J^^ t that of a fanatic Mussulman Mfulvie.

7*} The o '"-1601 êtter is to ascertajr^^fiether , during
the rece*aiteiuiries into the machinations oJ^Hfc" Wahabees, 
a n y th in g ^ H ^  out against this man which J^ i^ n ise d  Govern­
m ent'to isetf^irculars against him. ^

If^ ^ ^ J jifo rm a tio n  regarding him a n d  his antecedent can 
|hall feel greatly obliged by J,ti£ir being sent.

3e of utility toi_^nerftfon that from a list found 
thathis^-Channels of communication are in

1st. - Moulvie Ahmed Alii.
2nd. - Moulvie Nasseeroollah Khan.
Ghazeepore - Moulah Baksh Saheb.
Benares - Hafiz Noor Mahomed.
Azimabad - Moulvie Abdool Kurreem.
HO' addresses as regards residence are given in original.
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P. S. - A letter in Bengalee character translated, since writing 
the above, is addressed to Ahmedoollah Shah, and another letter 
warns this man of there having lately been a proclamation out 
for arrest of an “ Ahmed Shah” , the Ahmedoollah is perhaps 
an alias.

79

From A. Mackenzie, Esq., Officiating Junior Secretary to  the 
Government of Bengal, to the Secretary to the Govern­
ment of India, in the Home Department, ( dated Fort W illi­
am, the 13th December, 1869 ).

Sir,
I am directed to  forward, for the information o f the Govern- 

♦Judicial proceedinga_£or June 1869, Nos. 49-51 ment o f  India, a 
and 121-1^2; of November 1869, Nos. 225-226. copy o f  the corres-
Letter No. 8158. (fated 6th instant, and enclosures, pondence noted on 
from the Officiating Inspector-General of PoJii^i—tne~margm*, regar- 
Lower Provinces.  ̂ , ding one Moulvie
Lettr No. 6492 of this date, to the Chief SecrV t
tary to GovernnienUbf Fort St. George. ' w a n a o ee , wno, u

— _J Was stated had pro- 
Letter No. 64#3 0f this date, to' the Secretary Madras
the Chief C'omi^ssionor of CentraL-Provinces.'J \c e e d elj ex_
cite distu^^^^i___aiHeng the Mahomedan *n tbat
Presidency.

From A. Mackenzie, Esq., O f f ic ia t in g '# if f l^ ^ ^ ^ |M |^ ^ ^ p th e  
Government of Bengal, to the Chief Secretary to Govern- 
ment, Foi;t St. George, - ( No. 6492, dated Fort William the 
13th December, 1869 ).

Sir,
I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 

aNo. 1733, dated the 2nd November last, with its enclosures,



and in reply to forward herewith for such action as His Excellency
♦Letter N o . '6 t93  o f  th is date, to the Secretary the Governor o f  
to the C hief C om m issioner, C entral Provinces. Madras may think
Letter No. 8158, dated the 6th  instant, and its enclo- ^°r ’ ^  C0Py
sures, from  the Officiating Inspector-G eneral of correspon-
Police, Lower Provinces. dence noted on the

margin# regarding
Moulvie Ahmed Oollah, a Wahabee.

2. A copy of the report of the Officiating Inspector-General 
of Police, has been sent direct to the Chief Commissioner of 
the Central Provinces.

(Sd.) A. Mackenzie.
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81

From A. Mackenzie, Esq., Officiating Junior Secretary to the 
Government of Bengal, to the Secretary to the Chief Commi­
ssioner, Central Provinces,—(No. 6493, dated Port William, 
the),! 3th December, 1869). *

Sit' \  ~  >Witfi reference to your letter No. 3100-38,/da ted  the 18th 
October last, to  the address of the Secretary toJ& e”Government 
of M adras^ ih  the Military Department, a cqfip ° f  which has 
been f o r w a r ^  t ^ ^ OVe7nm e¥ t,~ rw af< rected  to forward, 
for s u c i i ^ f  as the ch ie f Commiss^B^r may think called 
for, the « £ nying copy of a lettpr No. 8158, dated the 6th 
instant, enclo'sures, P'om the officiating Inspector-
General of Lower* P r o v ^ es> regarding Moulvie Ahmed
Ollah, a Wahabee'j

(Sd.) A. Mackenzie.

82

Government of Bengal, Judicial Department, Proceedings 'B for 
March 1883, - ( Nos. 399-402, dated the 13th March 1883. )
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Subject Enquiring of the Supdt. of Port Blair what has 
become of Maul vie Ahmedulla, one of the Wahabee convicts*.

83

Procedings B. for March 1883, No. 401 B

To The Supdt. of Port Blair,—(dated 13th March 1883).
Subject Enquires what has become of Moulvie Ahmedullah, 

who was convicted at Patna in 1865 of the offence of abetting 
the waging of war against the State and sentenced to transportation 
for life*.

84

/Proceedings tifo r  April 1883, No. 202 :
t

Subject^-Intim ation of the death of Moulvie AlimSduflah at 
Port Blair, one of the Wahabi convicts.
Date of Pgpceedings....................... >
Remarks^nx.................................

From_the- Offg. G^iperintenderrt—ef Blair and
Convict Itecord Nicb^ars, to the Secretary to the Jfctsrm ent of 
Department. Bengal/V^alcutta, —(dated. Port the 21st

March, 1883}^

sir> \  r  .

In acknowledging recewptjif jyour letters Nos. 96^ J 
and 1291 J dated respectively the ShtEh ultimo and 13th 
Instant, I have the honour to state for t{ie information of

* It may be noticed tha t the text of correspondence under Nos. 82 and 
83 are missing. B ut the abstract given therein supply valuable inform ation 
relating  to the charge brought against him, his coqviction aqd tt)e date  of 
h is inprisionm ent.
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the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal that Moulvie Ahmedullah 
died at Port Blair on the 21st November, 1881'.-

(Sd.) Illegible.
Major Offg. Superintendent, Port 

Blair and Nicobars.

8 5

Proceedings A. o f December 1869, Nos. 238-240 :

From Lieutenant-Colonel A. H. Paterson, Officiating Inspector- 
General (of Police), Lower Provinces, to the Secretary to 
the Government of Bengal in the Judicial Departm ent,— 
(No. 8328, dated Fort William, the 15th December, 1969).

Sir,
With reference to your letter No. 663T,, dated the 15th 

October, 1869, forwarding a copy of correspondence from the 
Commissioner of Dacca regarding certain Mahomedans in Mymen- 
singh and Dacca, suspected to be Wahabee agents, and reques­
ting to be infornjed whether the Special Deputy Inspector-General 
considers it necessary to take step against them, and whether 
further enquiries are required at Dacca ; I have the honour to 
submit herewith copy of a letter from Mr. Reily, No. 334, dated 
the 9th instant, proposing that Exfra Assistant Baboo Nobokisto 
Ghose may be employed to make enquiries in Mymensingh and 
Dacca regarding Buddurooddin1, Azeemooddin and Moulvie 
Ibrahim*'. I think, the Extra Assistant can now be spared from 
Hooghly as no dacoity has been recently reported from the 
district, and* he may be deputed to make enquiries in the dis­
tricts o f  Mymensinbh, Dacca, Furreedpore, Bograh and Pabna* a ■ >
regarding the Wahabees. •

' ' 2. With regard to Moulvie Ibrahim, who is reported to
have concealed himself at Bombay, it appears from a communica­
tion from'the Magistrate of Mymensingh, that he has submitted 
to  the Government ample evidence through the Commissioner, 
1. P robably , the au th o r o f Tutwa, See No. 129.
1 . 'T his M oulvie Ib rah im  o f  M ym ensingh is different from  M oulvie Ib rah im  

or Ibrahim  M andal o f  R ajm ahal.
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“ to show that Moulvie Ibrahim is deeply implicated” . The 
Lieutenant-Governor is, therefore, in a position to judge of th& 
expediency of acting on the proposal of sending a person to 
Bombay who is acquainted with the'M oulvie to identify him. 
Mr. Reily is of the opinion that the Moulvie should be arrested, 
and considers that there is sufficient evidence available on which 
he might be tried.
Enclosure No. 1
Copy of a letter from the Deputy Inspector-General, Special Bengal 

Police, to the Personal Assistant to the Inspector-General of 
Police, Lower Provinces,—(No. 334, dated Calcutta, the 9th' 
December, 1869j.

Sir,
With reference to letter No. 663T., dated the 15th October, 

1869, from the Government of Bengal, forwarding for commu­
nication to me a copy o f correspondence from the Commissioner 
of Dacca and the Magistrate of Mymensingh, regarding certain 
Mahomedans in Mymensingh and Dacca, who are suspected to 
be active Wahabee agents and requesting to know whether it 
is nccessary to take steps against the persons mentioned, or to 
make further enquiries in Dacca, I have the honour to remark 
that both Moulvie Ibrahim and hide merchant, Sheik Bhuttoo, 
alias Buddurooddin have been long known as leaders, and posse­
ssing great influence amongst the Wahabees in the districts of 
Myn:ensingh and Dacca.

2, I beg to refer to page 154 of the Bengal JSelections 
No. 42, where under the head ‘Dacca” will be found the follovy- 
wing remarks ,

“ Hajee Buddrooddin, a wealthy hide merchant and trader. 
This is about the most active agent of the sect ; all, collec­
tions from the eastern districts used to come through him, and 
were forwarded by him to Patna through Fagoo Lall, a Patna 
Banker, on whom drafts were drawn. He gave material assis­
tance to the Moulvie prisoners when under trial, and I am infor­
med, since remittances through Patna to the hills [ i. e., hills 
of North-West Frontier ] have been stopped, he has sent money 
by a special messenger through Rungpore and the northern districts 
lying at the foot of the hills and so on to Sittana” .
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“ Azeemooddin of Mohullah Nowabpore in Daccja City” .
“ Moulvie Ibrahim  of Mouzah ,Etah in Dacca district, an 

active preacher” ; i
The place called Mouzah-' Etah is evidently Attea,’ whidh 

*is sitBated on the Borders 6f  Dacca and Mymensingh. t <
3. I intend to depute fextra Assistant Nobblcristo!>Gh$ke

to make the necessary enquiries in^Mymensingh a/id Dacca.'&ut
as his sefv^ces the time were required in the district of
Hooghly, I sent four head constables named in the margin*,
*1. M adhub Roy. v/z.\; tvv;o to  Mymen-
2. K oonjobeharee H azrah. singh and two to
4. Soojee>°Coomar Chowdry. Dacca. Their reports

have been received
by me regularly, and it is chiefly owing to the e q u itie s  ins­
tituted by these men, that the M agistrate of -Mymensingh and 
the Deputy Magistrate at Attea have been 'ih a 'position to report 
about the Wahabees in the district of Mymensingh. j <

4. I beg to  suggest that the Extra Assistant B atoo I^Iofe- 
kristo Ghose may noW be deputed to follow up the clue obtai­
ned by these head constables, and to enquire what evidence 
can be found against Buddurood<Jin and Azeemooddin of Dacca 
and also to institute further enquiries respecting Moulvie Ibra­
him o f  Attea. The Extra Assistant should also extend his enqui­
ries to the Mahomedan districts of Furreedpore, Bograh and 
Pabna, Which are notorious as the stronghold of the Wahabees.

5. With respect to Moulvie Ibrahim, I have since heard 
from the Magistrate of Mymensingh that the Moulvie ( it is 
reported) has gone to Bombay where ije has concealed, him­
self, I beg to annex a copy of a demi-fficial letter^from the 
Deputy Magistrate of Attea on the subject. It will be seen 
that the zemindars of Beldoor believe that the Moulvie has gone 
to Bombay, having heard this from his relatives, and because 
he went there on a former occasion, and because a young, man 
named Eyasin, who accompanied the Moulvie a part of the 
way, has returned. The zemindars propose sending two men to 
Bombay who can identify the Moulvie, if  the authorities will 
send a policeman with a warrant for his arrest. I  beg tq submit

2 6 -
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the proposal for the orders of'‘the Inspector-General ( o f Police ). 
Moulvie Ibrahim' is so im portant a leader amongst the Waha­
bees that it appears to me worthwhile to send the men ’to Bom­
bay to make the necessary enquiries. An intelligent Sub-Inspector 
or Inspector of Police may be sent with a warrant,i and ,accom­

pan ied  by two men as proposed by th e ( zemindars, to arrest
the Moulvie, if they succeed in finding him at Bombay. (

( Sd. )‘ illegible.
fi 1 ,

Encldsure No. 2 : 1'< \ *
From J. O’Kinealy, Esq., ( dated Mymensingli, Qctpber, ’ 1869 ).

My dear .Reily, , ti
Enclosed I send to you a letter which I have received 

from the Deputy M agistrate of Attea. I have forwarded'plenty 
o f evidence to Government through the Commissioner totshow 
that Moulvie Ibrahim is deeply implicated. I shall give the 
warrant if you wish, but you must make arrangement fpr its 
execution.

-I have no doubt that the zemindars will send the .m^n 
free of expense.

Let me know what you propose, and let me have ba,ck the 
letter.

( S$.,) J. O’K inealy,,^

Enclosur No. 3 : j

From Bromonauth Sein, Deputy M agistrate,- dated A tt’da, the 
10th October, 1869 ).

My dear Sir,

Since my last letter speaking of Moulvie Ibrahim, I have 
had two meetings with the zemindars ofBeldoor. They tell me 
that the man has made his way to Bombay where he lived for 
some vears before. A young man named Eyasin, a pupil of the 
Moulvie, has come back after reaching him a portion of the way 
by railway. We are trying to get hold of this boy ; he is reported 
to be at Dacca.
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Tfie zemindars believe this report to be correct*; and are 
prepared to send a couple of their servants, who know the Moulvie, 
at their own expense.to hunt him out at Bombay, and wish to have, 
a police constable given to them with a warrant.

I have .felt puzzled ,to decide what use to make of this • 
infomation, and am not certain as to the weight that ought 
to be attached to it.

I believe the zemindars are sincere ; and they say that 
tfie family of Ibrahim have told them of the correctness of the 
report. There is no doubt that Bombay is an old haunt of the 
man, as the zemindars have learnt in what quarter of the city 
he had lived and had charge of what mosque. It is not improb­
able that pressed by necessity, the man has retreated there and 
is living In disguise.

BuJ; before allowing the zemindars to act as they have pro­
posed, I. have deemed it advisable to seek your instructions and to 
ask the Inspector to send for Eyasin and bring him to me.

( Sd.) Bromonauth Sein.

Fxom A. Mackenzie, Esq., Officiating Junior Secretary to the 
Government of Bengal, to the Officiating Inspector-General 
of Police, Lower Provinces, - ( dated Fort William, the 31st 
December, 1869).

Sir,
I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter

No. 8328, (fated the 15th instant, with its enclosure, and in reply
to state the Lieutenant-Governor approves of the proposal of the 
Special Deputy Inspector-General ( of Police ) to depute Extra 
Assistant Baboo Nobo Kisto Ghose fo r the purpose of making 
enquiries in the districts of Dacca, Furreedpore, Bograh and 
Pubna regarding the Wahabees named.

2: With reference to your 2nd paragraph. I am to say
that, when the result of this enquiry is known', the proposal tq
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arrest Moulvie Ibrahim who is now reported to be in Bombay, 
can: Jbp considered,

( Sd. ) A. Mackenzie. 

Proceedings B  , for  October, 1871, N6. '46 :
i < ‘  *  ,

Subject—The Governor General in Council has granted 
,, t Mr. J. O’ Kinealy C. S. an honorarium of

Rs. 3000 in recognition of the ex-cellent^ 
services rendered by liim in connection with 
the late Wahabee trials.

t Date of Proceedings •••... 6 . 10. 70.
Remarks ....... *

No. 1585.
From K. C. Bayley, Esqr., C. S. I., Secy, to the Govt.

of India, to the Secretary to the Govt, of Bengal,
" judicial D epartm ent,— (dated Simlathe 23rd Sept­

ember 1871).
H om e D eptt.
Jud icial.

Sir,
I am directed to state for the information of 

the Hon’ble the Lieutenant-Governor, and for communi­
cation to Mr. J: O ’Kinealy of the civil service, that 
the Governor General in Council has been pleased 
to grant him an honorarium of- Rs. 3000 in recogni­
tion of the excellent services rendered by him in 
connection with the late Wahabee trials.

(Sd.) E. C. Bayley 
Secy, to the Government of India.

Note Sheet <

From Secy, to the Govt, of India, No. 1585.

Intimates that -the Govr. General has granted 
Mr. O’Kinealy of the civil service an honorarium of 
Rs. 3000/- in recognition of the excellent services ren*
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derecj ."by hirt), ,in connection with .the late ^Vahabee 
trials.

28/9
— No. 4821 Dt. 12/10 

Copy forwarded lo the Accountant General for 
information. i

By order &c.
Fort William (Sd.) Illegible.

The 6th Oct./71 4/10

88

Proceedings B f o r  June, 1873, Nos. 1—3 :
f

Subject—Sanctioning the grant of compensation to 
certain witness and o f rewards to certain

* officers for their services in connection- with
the late Wahabee trials at Rajmehal, M aldah 
and Patna.

Date of Proceedings ....... 3rd June 1873
Remarks ....... No. 3

wanting only 
docket. r-

No. 2338.
s ’. Government of India »

Judicial Department 
Fort William, the 18th April 1873*

Read— Endorsement of the Home Department No. 1465, 
dated the 8th August 1872, forwarding recommendations for 
compensating certain witness and rewarding certain officers 
for their services in connection with the late Wahabee trial 
at Rajmahal, Malda and Patna.

Read also office memorandum from the Home Depart­
ment No. 2015 dated the 2nd Novr., 1872 on the same 
subject.
Resolution : The proposed rewards and compensation grants 
as detailed in the annexed statement are sanctioned.
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Referred to in Financial Resolution No. '2,338, dated 18th 
April 1873

Rs. Rs.

Head Constable Madhub Roy — — 50
Do Dinnoo Sing — — 50
Do Minna Khan — — 50
Do Kunjoo Hazrah — — 50
Do Chowdry Shiek — — 50
Do Azar Ally — — 50
Do Tara Chand — — 50 350

Baboo Nobokissen Ghose — — 1,000
Head cpnstable Madhab Roy — — 50

Do Dinnoo Sing — — 50
Do Modoosoodan Chowdry — 50
Do Azar Ally — — 50
Do Kunjoo Hazrah — — 50
Do Nunnoo beg — — 50
Do Kazee Morad — — 50

Sadool Hajee of Abdalapore — — 30
Oojeer of Kankjole — — 30 «
Sabuktoolah of Islampore — — 25
Hassuboola of Abdolapore — — 10
Golam Shah Hajee of Islampore — __ 30 1,475
Abdoola Kawartee — — 500
Oomaid Ali — — 250
Boodhoo Khan — — 200
Jaynarain- Bookseller — — 30 980
Nobin Chunder Ghose — — 30
Okil Chunder Poddar — — 30
Muzoom Sirdar . — — 30 I

Sherazoodeen — — 30
Noorsha Ali — — 30
Mahomed Akbar of Azimgurh — — 30
Hosseinee ofThannesur — — 15

,, Oosman Ali — 100
Baboo Nobokissen Ghose - — 500 795

Grand Total 3,600



Police investigation : Ooye/nment o f Bengal 207

Donation of two month’s,pay to Mr. O’Kenealy’s
translator Moulvie Wahiduddin Amount not stated.

Abstract o f the foregoing statement. Rs.

Baboo Nobokissen Ghose — — 1,500
Abdulla Kawartee ' ! — — 500
Oomaid Ali , * — — 250
Boodhoo Khan — * — 200
Oosman Ali — — 100
ftiadhufr Rdy — — 100
Dinoo Sing — — 100
Azar Ally — 100
Kun'zoo Hazrah — — 100
dHowdry Slieik — • 50

‘J f ; 'fara Ck'rffl ! “ — 50
:3iSlodoosuddun ChoWdry — 50

Munnoo Beg — — 50
Kazee Morad — ■— 50
Sadool Hajie of Abdoolapore — ! 30
Oojeer of Kankjole ~ — 30
Golam ShahjJJajee .of, islam pore 1 --- 30
Jaynarain- Bopkseller Y — -- 30
Nabin Chunder Ghose — -- 30
Akil Chunder Podder — -- 30
Mozoom Sirder — -- 30
Sherajooddeen > u  — --- 30
J^Toors^p Ali — 3 0 '
Mahomed Akbar of Azamgurh — --- 30
Sabuktoola of Islampore — -- 25
tiosseinee of ‘Thanessur — -- 15
Hassuboola of Abdoolapore — -- 10

Total Rupees— 3,600

Donation of two months’ pay to Moulvi W ahiduddin.

5 True copy
( Sd. ) Illegible.

> Assistant in charge of Home Department.
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Note Sheet : »• i »
M

From Offg. Under Secy, to the Govt, of India, Home Department. 
Progs, for June 1873, Nos. 1 & 2 B.

SUBJECT."
Rewards to certain persons for their services in connec­
tion with the late Wahabee trials. • " M’i‘l ”

i. <• r
With reference to letter No. 760 of 1st Fefyrua^y 7^.jforwards 

copy of Financial Resolution, sanctioning the proposed Rewards
and compensation grants to certain persons for t^eir .services in
connection with the late Wahabee trials at Rajmahal, M aldah 
and Patna with the intimation that the Punjab Govt, have been 
separately addressed in the matter of the reco^m endatiops made 
by Mr. Reilly in the 144th para of his- report .pf 31st December 
71 on behalf of Moonshee Mohomed Esuf.

l *
To the Inspector General of Police, Commissipners of Bhau- 
gulpore Rajshaye and Patna.

Mr. Reily, Dist. Superi'ntendeiit'of Polfce,'Howrah’.
E)dted 3rd June/73. Nos. 2562 to 25'66.t} 11 ' '

i V •! S fu
Progs. B for June 1873, No. 3 B. r

SUBJECT.
Compensation and rewards to witness and* officers for ser­

vices in connection with the WaHabee Trials. * !
I f*

Forwarding copies of the endorsement ,from the Govt, of
India, Homo Department, with its enclosures from the Financial
y - v  • r .  * '  • V h * •Dept, sanctioning the grant of compensation to certain witnesses 
and of reward to certain officers for 'their services in connec­
tion with the late Wahabee trials at Rajmahal, M aldah and Patna 
and requesting the Inspector General of Police t'o arrange in 
connection with Mr. Rejily and the commissioners of Bhaugutpore, 
Rajshahye and Patna. . ,

*>' ( S'd.-J 'Illegible.
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PR O C E ED IN G S O F T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  OF 
B EN G AL R EL A TIN G  TO T H E  W A HH ABIS O F PATNA

89

Judicial Department : Judicial Branch, Governmet o f Bengal

Subject : Patna Wahabee conspiracy case. The Commissioner
of Patna having submitted inventories of the .landed and 
moveable property belonging to  the Patna Wahabees con­
victed of treason at Umballa and Patna, the sale of the 
latter authorised, and the Commissioner requested to report 
how the landed property should be disposed of. The sanc­
tion of the Government of India solicited to the land and 
house property escheated within the city of Patna being 
made over to the Municipal Commissioners.

Judicial Nos. 122-23 :

From J. W. Dalrymple, Esq., Officiating Commissioner of the 
Patna Division, to the Secretary to the Government of Ben­
gal,—(No. 255, dated the 24th July 1865.

Sir,
With reference to Government order No. 3159 of the 30th 

May last, I have the honour to submit herewith two lists of the 
landed and moveable property belonging to the Patna Wahabees
convicted of treason at Umballa and Patna respectively.

List of moveable property of the Patna Wahabee conspi­
rators forfeited to the Government :

Property Belonging to Prisoners Convicted at Umballa :

(1) Ellahi Bux, Prisonef
Sale proceeds of the property found at the 

27—
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shop at M uchrutta rem itted into the Rs. As. P.
Treasury ... ... ••• 2,202 - 0 -  0
Estimated value of a house situated in

Nugra, Thannah M alsullamee . . .  200 - 0 - 0
D itto  of property found in the

prisoner's house . . .  ... 1 0 - 0 - 0
Cash found at the time of attachment 

in the prisoner’s shop and remitted 
into the Treasury ... ••• 1 4 3 - 6 - 0

One Hoondee received from the
Magistrate of Tirhoot ... 516 - 2 - 0

Cash paid by the Chuprah Shop-keeper . . .  45 - 9 - 9
Estimated value o f property under 

attachment in the shop at
Mozufferpore, Zillah Tirhoot . . .  ___368 - 0  - 0

3,485 - 1 - 9
Note-— Estimated value of outstanding 

debts stated by the prisoner as due 
to him from different parties ... 15,000 - 0 - 0

Total — 18,485 - 0 -0
(2) Hosseinee, Prisoner

Estimated value o f  a house situated in
Mohull Kovva Khoh ... . .  1 5 0 - 0 - 0

Rent of the above house realised and
remitted into the Treasury ..________ 2 1 - 0 - 0

T o t a l - 1 7 1 - 0 - 0
(3) Abdool Ruhim, prisoner 

Estimated value o f  books, &c., found
in the Dewan Khanah at Sadikpore ... 1 5 - 0 - 0

D itto of household furniture found in
the prisoner’s house ... . . .  2 5 - 0 - 0

Sale proceeds of one Ekah and a horse
rem itted into the Treasury ... 5 4 - 0 - 0

Estimated value o f gold and silver
ornaments deposited in the Bank for 
safe custody ... . . .  4 8 - 0 - 0

Cash remitted into the Treasury ... 3 3 - 3 - 0
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Value of Rupees of the Furrukhabad Rs. As. P.
and Moorshedabad coinage ... 3 - 0 - 0

Gorukhopooree Pysa 3 - 7 - 0
Estimated value of property found in

the female apartment of the prisoner ... 1 0 - 0 - 0
Ditto in the house of Mussamut Bebee

Bukhshun, second wife of Furhut
Hossein, father of the prisoner 20 - 0 - 0

Ditto in the house o f Shaik Hidayatullah, cousin of
the prisoner and living within the compound

• of the prisoner’s house ... 1 0 - 0 - 0
Ditto in the house of Mohummud Hossein,

prisoner’s cousin, living within the
compound of the prisoner’s house 1 0 - 0 - 0

Total — 232 - 7 - 10

Yehia Ali, Prisoner :-
Estimated value of property found in the

upper story of the prisoner’s female
apartment . . .  . . . 2 5 - 0 - 0

Ditto in the female apartment of the
prisoner . . .  . . . 1 0 - 0 - 0

Ditto in the prisoner's premises marked No. 3 . . , 1 0 - 0 - 0
Ditto of ornaments deposited in the Bank

for safe custody ••• . . . 8 0 - 0 - 0
Ditto of a silver watch deposited in the

Bank for safe custody . . . 2 0 - 0 - 0
One note remitted in the Bank ... 500 - 0 -0

Total -- 645 - 0 -0

Property Belonging to Mouivie Ahmedoolla convicted by the
Session Judge of Patna
Estimated value of property found in

in the hall of the prisoner’s house,
Rs. As. P.

viz. Books, &c. ... 2 5 - 0 0
Household furniture . . .  25 - 0 - O

0 1 0 1 o
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Ditto in the prisoner’s Dewan Khannah,
viz. Books, &c. 10 - 0 - C
Household
furniture . . .  2 - 0 - 0
Cloth, &c. . . .  2 6 - 0 - 0

Ditto of Shawls, &c. . . .  . . .
Fourteen notes and cash founJ at the

time of attachment in the presence 
of Mr. J. Monro, late Officiating 
Magistrate, viz.

Note . . . 1,830-0-0
Cash . . . 5-2-0

Ditto of property found in the private 
apartments of the prisoner 

Ditto in the prisoner’s female
apartment .. . . .

Sale proceeds of a Palkee Gharee and
a horse remitted into the Treasury. ...

Total
Cash with the Head Clerk of the 

Fouzdary Court
Total

Rs. As. P. 
3 8 - 0 - 0  

200  -  0 - 0

1,835-2-0

25-0-0

70-0-0

152-15-3
2,371-1-3

146-11-6
2,517-2-9

(Sd.) E. Drummond. 
Officiating Magistrate 

(Patna Magistracy, 18th July 1865).
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List o f Landed property Belonging to the Patna Wahabees 
forfeited to Government.

Nam e o f N am e o f  M ouzah E xtent o f  G ross Estim ated value
M allick. and Pergunnah, share. A nnual o f the E state on

M M Jum m a. in terest at the
“ #  2  rate of—12 per-
£  5 s  cent per annum ,a  cs o

Rs. As. P.
1. Abdool Ruhim : Godhana Aslee

and Pempore and
Jumneepore Dakhellee, Rs. As. P.
Pergunnah Monair ... 5-6-2£ 542-3-5 4,518-0-0

2. D itto. Sugrampore Bugha
Cole, Pergunnah
M onair ... 5-6-2* 462-5-5 3,850-0-0

3. D itto. Danyalpore
Tureeanee and
Danyalpore
Bykutpore,
Pergunnah
Bheempore . .  5-6-2j, 154-12-5 1,290-0-0

4. Ditto. Sadoolaphore,
Pergunnah Bheempore— 5-6-21 15 -0-0 125-0-0

5. D itto. Bahadurchuck,
.Pergunnah Shajeehanpore 
including Mallick land 
of Sadikpore and 
Madhopore Husnee,
pergunnah Bheempore ... 5-6-2£ 80-0-0 667-0-0

6. Ditto. Afzulpo're Surour
‘ Maroof, Chuck

Moorad, Pergunnah
Azeemabad ... 5-6-2| 71-1-10 592-0-0

7. Ditto. Aueema land in
Sadikpore Sugran 
and Miikee Tollah,
pergunnah Azeemabad ... 5-6-2A 36-6-3 328-0-0
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8. Ditto. Land rented by certain
individuals and situated
in Mohulla Pathree ... 5-6-2£ 2-12-9 23-0-g

9. Ditto. Land rented by
certain individuals 
situated in M ohulla 
Milkee Tollab, Pergunnah
Azeemabad ... 5-6-2^ 6-10-0 55-0-0

10. Ditto. Land rented by certain
individuals situated in 
Mouhlla Bullojpoora,
Pergunnah Azeemabad ... 5-6-2^ 1-4-0 10-0-0

1 1 . Ditto. Rent of Houses
situated in Dadul 
Mundayee, pergunnah
Azeemabad. ... 5-6-2* 15-9-0 8-0-0

12. Ditto. Bhugwanpore,
Russainpore and 
Shureekpore,
Pergunnah Monair ... 0-0-0 0-0-0 0-0-0

13. Ditto. Estimated value of j
produce of a ditch 
situated in M ohulla
Sadikpore. ... 5-6-21 4-6-0 36-0-0

14. D itto. Rumonlee Oocha,
Pergunnah Burall,
Zillah Tirhoot. ... 0-0-0 0-0-0 0-0-0

1 2 3 4 o

( Remarks ) Sold for 
Rs. 1,364.

15. Y ehia)
16. Ally : 1 Russoolpore Bijyee,

Pergunnah M onair, 
Auema Hidayat Ally 
in the above Mouzahs 
Hurshunkurpore, Nurhana,
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1 2 3 4 5
c Moulee Goburdhilnpore 

and Russoolpore, Bifyee 
Gopal and Garden, &c. 
situated in the above
Russoolpore. 4-0-0 750-0-0 6,250-0-0

17. Ditto. Chuck Aziz Uzrukba
Mehdawa, Pergunnah
Monair. 4-0-0 17-6-9 145-0-0

18. Ditto. Malikanah of Russo 1-
pore Bijyee Gopal 4-0-0 14-14-0 125-0-0

19. Ditto. Kunchunpore, Pergunnah
Bulliah. . . . 1 -0-0 17-7-0 145-0-0

20. Ditto. Ushkurree Chuck
— Uzrukbeh Soidepore,

r Runbheen and Daulutpore 
and Dookhuma, Pergunnah
Azeemabad. . . . 4-0-0 9-12-0 756-0-0

21 . Ditto. Rent of piece of 
cultivated land 
situated in Khujoor- 
bunah Kullan and Khoord,

Thannah Sadikpore 4-0-0 5-4-0 44-0-0
22. Ditto. Rent of piece of 

cottahs out of 10 cottahs 
situated in Alumgunge,
Pergunnah Azeemabad. . . . 4-0-0 1-3-0 9-8-0

, 23. Ditoo. Rent of land situated
in Sadikdore. 4-0-0 14-1-0 116-0-0

24. Ditto. Rent of land and the
house attached to it,
situated in Sadikpore ... 4-0-0 1-8-0 12-80

K 25. D itto. Rent of palm trees 
planted at Khujoorbunah 
Kullan and Khoord, 
Mohullah Sadikpore
in Patna 4-0-0 1-8-0 12-8-0

A. 26. Ditto. Rent of Palm
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1

4-0-0 0-4-6

4-0-0 1-10-6

4-0-0 0-0-0

0-0-0 0-0-0

2- 0-0

13-8-0

0-0-0

0 - 0-0

0-0-0

trees mortgaged. ... 4-0-0 1-2-0 9-4-0
27. Ditto. Estimatod value

of produce of a ditch 
situated in Khujoorbunah 
Kullan and Khoord.

28. Ditto. Malikanah of Mouzah
Askuree Chack.

29. D itto. House inhabited by
the prisoner previous 
to his conviction.

30. Dittio. Stable and Palkee
Khanah, &c., situated 
in Sadikpore.

31. Ditto. House inhabited by
Mussamut Wajeehool 
Nissa, sister of the
prisoner. 0-0-0 0-0-0

32. Ditto. House inhabited by
Mussamaut Jumeelul Nissa

33. Mouiavie }
Ahmed . V Bhooye, Pergunnah.
oolla : ) Biswak 8-0-0 6,121-10-1 51,013- 8-0

34. Ditto. Russolpore
Bijyee Gopal,
Pergunnah Monair.

35. Ditoo. Aueema of Hidayat 
Ally in the above 
Mouzah, and Hurshun- 
kurpore Norabna, Moulee,
Goburdhunpore, Russoolpore,
Bijyee Gopal and garden 
of Dhala Roy situated 
in the above Russoolpore,
Bijyee Gopal, . . . 4-0-0 750-0-0 6,250-0.0

36. Ditto. Malikanah of Russoolpore,
Bijyee Gopal, Pergunnah
Monair . . . 4-0-0 14-14-0 125-0-0
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1 2  3 4
37. Ditto. Chuck Aziz Uzrukba

Mehdawan, Pergunnah
Manair . . . 4-0-0 17-6-9

38. Ditto. Kunchunpore, Pergunnah
Bulleeah" . . . |-0 -0  17-7-0

39. Ditto. Askurree Chuck
Uzrukba Sadikpore,
Runbheen and Doulutpore 
Dokarna, Pergunnah
Azeemabad . . . 4-0-0 90-12-0

40. Ditto. Rent of a piece of
cultivated land in
Sadikpore, 2 beegahs . . . 4-0-0 5-4-0

41. Ditto. Rent of cultivated
land situated in Awheemgung
called in Jumnee Bangh,
tencottahs . . . 4-0-0 1-3-0

42. Ditto. Rent of land situated in
Sadikpore tenanted by
the ryots . . . 4-0-0 14-1-0

43. Ditto. Rent of land and
house attached to it, 
situated in Sadikpore,
and tenanted by ryots . . . 4-0-0 1-8-0

44. Ditto. Rent of eleven palm
trees planted in 
Khujoorbunah Kalan
and Khoord. . . . 4-0-0 ,t-8r0

45. Ditto. Rent of-mortgaged three
palm trees. . . . 4-0-0 1-2-0

46. Ditto. Estimated value of
produce of a pond 
situated in khujoor -
bunah ... .. 4-0-0 1-1-6

47. Ditto. Malikana of Askurree
Chuck, Pergunnah

28—

145-0-0

145-0-0

756-0-0

44-0-0

9-8-0

116-0-0

12- 8-0

12- 8-0

9-4-0
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2 3 4 5

Azeemabad 4-0-0 1- 10-6 13-8-0
48. Ditto. .on accont of estimated

salamee or present of
Estates. C-0-0 15-0-0 125-0-0

49. Ditto. Stable and Palkee
Khanah 0-0*0 0-0-0 0-0-0

50. Ditto. House occupied
by the prisoner 0-0-0 0-0-0 0-0-0

51. Ditto. House occupied by
Mussamut Bebee Wajeehul
Nissa, prisoner’s sister ... 0-0-0 0-0-0 0.0-3

52. Ditto. House occupied by
Mussamut Jameelul
Nissa, prisoner’s
sister. 0-0-0 0-0-0 0-0-C

53. Ditto. Especial income of
Mussamut Jameelul Nissa
from the Dowry Estate
given her by her husband.
138 Rs. 5 As. 6. D. 7K.
10 B 4 Ph. 0-0-0 0-0-0 0-0-0

Total— 77,928-0-0 
( Sd. ) E. Drummond.

Officiating Magistrate.
( Patna Magistracy,

18th July, 1865 ). '

90

Judicial No. 124, Proceedings A fo r October 1865 :

From the Hon’ble A. Eden, Secretary to the Government of Ben­
gal, to the Secretary to the Government of India, Home 
Department,—( No. 1394T, dated Bhaugulpore, the 23rd 
September, 1865 ).
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Sir,
In continuation of my letter No. 520T., dated the 26th 

July last, I am directed to forward the accompanying copy of 
two lists of the moveable and landed properties belonging to 
the Patna Wahabees convicted of treason at Umballa and Patna.

2. The LieutenantsGovernor has ordered the moveable
property to be sold and the proceeds carried to the credit o f  
Government. *

3. In regard to the landed property and houses,the  Commi­
ssioner of Patna has been requested- to report under Section
7, Regulation XIX of 1810, how in his opinion they should be 
disposed of. The Lieutenant-Governor is of opinion that the 
land and house property escheated within the city of Patna should 
be made over to the Municipal Commissioners for the tise o f 
the city, and I am desired to request the sanction of the Govern­
ment of India to this proposal.

91

Judicial No. 125, Proceedings A for October, 1865 :

From the Hon’ble A. Eden, Secretary to the Government of
Bengal, to the Commissioner of the Patna Division, - (No.
1395., dated Bhaugulpore, the 23rd September 1865).

Sir,
I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 

No. 255, dated the 24th July last, submitting inventories of W aha­
bees convicted of treason at Umballa and Patna, and in reply 
to state that the Lieutenant-Governor authorises the moveable 
property being sold and the proceeds carried to the credit of 
Government.

2. In regard to the properties, I am to request that you 
wilt have the goodness to report under Section 7, Regulation 
XIX of 1810, how in your opinion they should be disposed of.
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92

Proceedings A,, for October, 1865, No. 272-73 :

Subject Communication from the Government of Punjab gran­
ting a conditional pardon to Elahi Baksh, a prisoner 
in the Patna Jail and who was concerned in the 
Wahabee Conspiracy.

From T. H. Thornton, Esq., Secretary to Government, Punjab, 
to the Hon’ble A. Eden, Secretary to the Govern­

ment of Bengal, - (No: 1453, dated the 18th October, 
1865).

Sir,

With reference to your letter No. 519T, dated 26th July 
1865 (received 26th August), I am desired to forward, for the 
information of the Hon’ble the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
copy of proceedings of this Government in the Judicial Department 
No. 1451, dated 18th current, conveying the remarks and orders 
of the Lieutenant-Governor regarding certain 'p f the, prisoners 
convicted at Umballa [ Ambala ] last year in the case of the 
Crown versus Mahomed Shuffee and others charged with abetting 
the waging of war against the Queen.

2. In regard to the prisoner Elahi Baksh, I am to request 
that, with the permission of the Hon'ble the Lieutenant- 
Governor of Bengal, the orders-issued by this Government may be 
carried out, and that previous to release, the conditions thereof 
may be clearly explained to the prisoner and duly accepted by 
him.

3. The Lieutenant-Governor leaves it to His Honour the 
Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal to determine the locality at which 
Elahi Baksh should reside, and whether any measures of Police 
surveillance should be adopted in regard to him.
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93

Proceedings of. the 'Hoii'ble the Lieutenant-Governor o f tlie Punjab 
Na. 1451, dated the 18th-October 1865 : 13

{
The Lieutenant-Governor having had under consideration 

the documents noted in the margin* is pleased to-'record the 
following remarks and orders :

In the judgment dated 24th, August'^ 864, the Judicial Commi­
ssioner recommended that some remission of the’sentence of trans- * 
portation for life passed against all the prisoners under Section 
121 of the Indian Penal Code be granted in the case o f  the 
following prisoners 

Abdul Raheem,
Elahi Baksh,
Mahomed Sufifee,
Abdul Ghaffar (of Patna),

* Margin
Judgment of the Judicial Commissioner in the case of the 

Crown versus Mahomed Shuffee and others, dated 24th August 
1864, affirming thqir conviction by the Session C o u r t  of Umballa 
of abetment of waging war against the Queen under Section 121, 
of the Indian Penal Code.

. Docket from Judicial Commissioner, No. 655, dated the 
27th March, forwarding for favourable consideration, report by 
the Deputy Commissioner of Umballa of the services rendered 
by the convicts Mahomed Shuffee and Abdool Kureem in the 
matter of the prosecution of Moulvie Ahmedullah of Patna.

Letter from Secretary to Government, Bengal, No. 519T., 
dated 26th July ( received 26th A ugust), forwarding copy of a 
report by the Magistrate Patna regarding the Wahabee conspiracy 
and the prosecution and conviction of Ahmedullah ( including 
copies of the judgment of the Patna Court of Sessions and the 
High Court of Bengal ), and recommending that a pardon be 
granted to Elahi Buksh, one of the Umballa convicts, for services 
rendered in'the prosecution of Moulvie Ahmedullah.
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Abdul Ghaffoor (of Umballa),
Abdul Kureem,
Hoseinee son of Mungoo ( o f Patna ),

<(Hoseinee son of Mahommed Baksh (-of Thanesur ).
No action was taken at the time on these recommendations, 

enquiries being then on foot, which resulted in the prosecution 
of'ano ther of the ringleaders of the conspiracy, namely, Moulvie 
Ahmedullah of Patna.

"Meanwhile the convict Mahomed ShufFee and Abdul Kureem, 
his Agent, and especially the former, made disclosures which led 
to the discovery of important evidence against Ahmedullah, and 
further persuaded Elahi Buksh, their fellow convict, to make a 
full and circumstantial confession.

The latter accordingly appeared as a witness at the trial of 
Ahmedullah and gave evidence, which was considered truthful and 
reliable, both by the Sessions Court and the High Court of Bengal 
and materially aided in the conviction of the Prisoner.

The services of Mahomed Shuffee1 and Abdul Kureem 
were reported for favourable consideration through the Judicial 
Commissioner.

Those of Elahi Buksh have now been brought to the notice 
of this Government by the H on’ble the Lieutenant-Governor of 
Bengal, who recommends that he be granted a pardon, conditional 
or otherwise, and that his house at Patna, forfeited under the 
orders of the criminal courts of this Province, be restored to 
him, and a sum of Rupees 500 granted to be out of the proceeds 
of the sale of his other effects.

In  consideration of the services rendered by him, and in 
accordance with the recommendation of the Government of Bengal, 
the Lieutenant-Governor is pleased to remit the sentence of 
transportation for life passed against the Prisoner Elahi Buksh 
and to direct his release from confinement on his accepting the 
following conditions :—

1 st.—that he abstain from furthering, directly or indirectly, 
designs against the British of Wahabee or other disaffected 
persons.
1, T his M uham m ad Shafi is a different person from  the one  convicted in 

the A m bala tr ia l and sentenced to  tran p o rta tio n  for life.
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2nd.—that he reside at such place and confine himself within 
such local* limits as may be from time to time appointed by 
the Government.

Should he fail in the performance of all or any of the 
above conditions, he will be liable, on conviction, to undergo 
the remaining term of his sentence under Section 227 of the 
Indian Penal Code.

The Lieutenant-Governor is further pleased to direct that, 
subject to the above conditions, the house of the prisoner in 
Patna be restored to him as proposed and that the sum of 
Rupees 500 be paid to him out of .the proceeds of the sale of 
his remaining effects.

In consideration of the services rendered by Mahomed Shuffee 
and Abdul Kareem since conviction, and the recommendation 
of the Judicial Commissioner in their behalf, the Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor is pleased to remit the sentence of transportation for life 
passed against these prisoners, and to direct their release from 
confinement under the same conditions as those detailed in the 
case of Elahi Buksh.

The sentence of forfeiture of property passed against Mahomed 
Shuffee will, for the present, remain in force. Hereafter in the 
event of Mahomed Shuffee by his conduct after release continuing 
to deserve merciful consideration of the Government, His Honour 
may be induced to release from forfeiture a portion of his property 
or the sale proceeds thereof sufficient for his support.

The sentence of forfeiture passed against Abdul Kareem 
will remain in force.

Upon the recommendation of the Judicial Commissioner, 
the Lieutenant-Governor is pleased to reduce the sentence ‘of 
transportation for life passed against the prisoners Abdul Ghuffoor 
of Umballa, and Hosseinee son of Mungoo, to ten years vigorous 
imprisonment. And the sentence passed against Hosseinee son 
of Mahomed Buksh, to seven years rigorous imprisonment.

The sentence of forfeiture of property passed against the 
three last named convicts will not be interfered with.



224 Wahhabi Trials o f 1863-1870

The Lieutenant-Governor sees no sufficient ground for remi- ' 
tting or reducing the sentences passed against Abdul Raheem 
and Abdul Ghuffar of Patna.

(Sd.) T. H.- Thornton. 
S e c re ta ry  to  G o v e rn m e n t ,  

Punjab.

94

From J. Geoghegan, Esq., Officiating Junior Secretary to the 
Government of Bengal, to the Officiating Commissioner 
of the Patna Divison,—(Fort William, the 30th October 1865, 
No. 6050).

Sir,
In continuation of this office letter No. 521, dated the 

26th July last, I am directed to forward to you the accompanying 
copy of a letter from the Secretary to the Government of the 
Punjab, No. 1453, dated the 18th instant, with an extract from 
the proceedings of the Lieutenant-Governor of Punjab of the 
same date, having reference to Elahi Buksh, now a prisoner in 
the Patna Jail.

2. I am to request that you will at once proceed to carry 
out the wishes of the Punjab Government, by having the condition 
proposed and the consequences of the breach of either or both 
of thpro fully explained to the prisoner, and in the event of 
his accepting those conditions, by directing his immediate release. 
He should at ihe same time be put in possession of his house 
at Patna and when the sale of his other property is elfected, 
^Rupees 500 out of the sale proceeds should be handed over to him.

3. With reference to paragraph 3 of Mr. Thornton’s letter, 
I am {o request that, after ascertaining from Elahi Buksh where 
he wishes to reside, you will report views as to the place which 
should be selected and the limits within which he should be 
required to confine himself. You should also state what measures 
of Police surveillance you consider necessary.

( Sd. ) J. Geoghegan.
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95

Proceedings A. for July 1867, Nos. 438-39 :

Subject t The Government 6f  the Punjab in reply to its enquiry 
referred to the letter from this office No. 4304. dated the 
13th instant which contains the information required regar­
ding the Wahabee Moulvies of Patna.

From T. H. Thornton, Esq., Secretary to Government of Punjab, 
to the Hon’ble A. Eden, Secretary to Government of Bengal,— 
( dated Murree, 18th July 1867 ).

Sir,
I am directed by the Honorable the Lieutenant-Governor 

to request the favour of an early reply to my letter No. 762 
dated 10th October 1866, enquiring whether the properly of any 
of the Wahabee Moulvies of Patna had been confiscated, and 
whether any hopes of pardon and restoration of their property 
could be held out, to the sons of Muksud Ali, in the event 
of their returning to their homes.

( Sd. ) T. H. Thornton.

A
? M 1

) 96
T « .

To the Secretary to the Government of the Punjab,—(-dated 
the 30th July, 1867 ).

Sir,
In reply to- your communication No. 548, dated the 18th 

instant, I am directed to refer to the letter from this office 
No. 4304 dated the 13th idem, containing the information required 
regarding the Wahabee Moulvies of Patna.

( Sd . )  illegible.
( Government of Bengal 1867, 

Jud ic ia l).
29 -



97

From D. R. Lyall, Esq., Officiating Inspector General of Police, 
Lower Provinces, Calcutta, to the Secretary to the Govern­
ment of Bengal, Judicial Department, -,( No. 7026, dated the 
5th May, 1883).

Sir,
With reference to your No. 962J, dated the 26th February 

last to the Officiating Superintendent,' Port Blair and the 
Nicobars, I have the honor to forward herewith for the* approval 
of his Honor the Lieutenant-Governor, copies of the agreements 
entered into by the Wahabees named in the margin * and to 
solicit the favor of an early reply.

*1 . A b d u l G u ffa r.
2. T a b a rra k  A l i .
3. A bdul R ahim . ( Sd. ) illegible.
4. Amiruddin. for Offg. I. G. P.

Enclosure No. 1 :

I, Abdool Guffar son of Mungal of Sadikpore, Thannah 
Allumgunge, do hereby declare that I will not wage war against 
the. Queen.^Emprgss nor attempt to wage such war nor abet the 
waging o f vsuch war and that I shall be on my good behaviour 
and report myself personally to the District Superintendent of 
Police, Patna, once a month until further orders.

( S d .) Abdul Guffar.
Witness. ( Sd. ) C. Brown. Signed in my presence.

Magistrate City.
( Sd.) H. S. Schurr.
Asstt. Superintendent of 
Police, Patna City.

9th April/83.
Accepted

( S d .) E. J. Shuttleworth.
District Superintendent of Police, Patna.
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Enclosure No. 2 :

I, Tobarrak Ali son of Mobarak Ali of Sadikpore, Thannah 
Allumgunge, do hereby declare that I will not wage war against 
the Queen Empress nor attempt to wage such war nor abet the 
waging of such war and that I shall be on my good behaviour 
and report myself personally to the District Superintendent of 
Police, Patna, once a month until further orders.

( Sd.) Tabarakali.
Witness. Signed in my pressence.
( S d .) C- Brown,
Magistrate City,

( Sd. ) Henry S. Schurr. 
Asst. Superintendent of Police, 

Patna City.
9th April/83.

Accepted.
( Sd. ) E. J. Shuttleworth.
District Supperintendent o f Police,

Patna.

Enclosure No. 3 :

I, Abdool Rahim son of F arhat Hossain of Nanmunbia, 
Thaftnah Allumgunge, do hereby declare that I will not wage 
war against the Queen Empress nor attempt to wage such war 
nor abet the waging of such war and thal I shall be on my 
good behaviour and report myself personally to the District 
Superintendent of Police, Patna, once a month until /urther 
orders.
(Sd.) Abdool Rahim.

Witness,
( S d .) C. Brown 
Magistrate City. Signed in my presence 

( Sd. ) Henry S. Schurr. 
Asst. District Superintendent 

of Police, Patna.
9th April/83.
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Accepted, 
i , >

( S d .) E. J. Shuttleworth.
District Superintendent of Police,

Patna.

Enclosure No. 4 :
I, Amiruddin son of Rofee Mundal of Sandeepnarainpore, 

Thannah Nawabgunge, District M aldah, do hereby declare that 
I will not wage war against the Queen Empress nor attempt 
to wage such war nor abet the waging of such war and that 
I shall be on my good behaviour and report myself personally 
to the district Superintendent of Police, Sonthal Pergunnahs once 
a month until further orders.

( Sd. ) Amiruddin.
Witness.
( Sd. ) C. Brown.
Magistrate City.

Note Sheet :

The agreements entered into by the Wahabees are in accor­
dance with our instructions.

Approve and send copies of the agreements of the first 
three men to the Commissioner of Patna and of that of Amir­
uddin to the Commissioner of Bhangalpore [ Bhagalp’ore ].

( Sd. ) illegible.
8/5.

Office of the Inspector General 
of Police.

Signed in my presence
( Sd. ) Henry S. Schurr. 

Asst. Superintendent of Police, 
Patna.

Accepted.
( Sd. ) E. J. Shuttleworth,i 

D istrict Superintendent of Police, 
Patna.
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98

From D. R. Bale, Esq., Officiating Inspector General of Police, 
Lower Provinces, to the Secretary to the Government of 
Bengal, Judicial Department, ( Fort William, dated the 12th 
May, 1883 ).

Sir,
With reference to your letter No. 1631J, dated the 31st 

March last, I hav£ the honour to inform you that the District 
Superintendent of Police, Patna, forwarded the released Wahabee 
convict Moulvie Ameeroodin with all the papers appertaining 
to him to the District Superintendent of Police, Santhal Pergu­
nnahs, at Nya, Doomka.

2. Lnow beg. to forward in original aipetition from Ameer- 
uddin together with a copy of a letter No. 778, dated the 26th 
ultimo, from the Officiating D istrict Superintendent of Police, 
Santhal Pergunnahs, and request the favour of your informing 
me whether the Moulvie may report himself every month to  the 
Sub-Divisional Officer at Rajmahal as his residence is far off 
from Doomka and as he is old and sickly.

( Sd. ) illegible, 
for Offg. I. G. P., L. P. ‘

99
Copy o f a letter :

From the District Superintendent of Police, Santhal Pergunnahs, 
to the Personal Assistant to the Inspector General of Police, 
Lower Provinces through Deputy Commissioner,—( No. 778, 
dated the 26th April, 1883 ).

“ I beg to forward in original a petition from Ameeruddin 
Wahabee lately sent here from the Andamans for orders” .
V
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“ I have explained to him that as orders now stand he 
must present himself monthly here no matter what the distance 
be, I would at the same time venture to suggest that his< repor­
ting himself to the Sub-Divisional Officer at Rajmahal to be 
taken as sufficient together with his reporting himself to the 
District Superintendent here once in 6 months, because the man 
is old and sickly” .

True copy.
( Sd. ) illegible.

< Registrar,
Bengal Police Office.

Note Sheet :

Under the circumstances represented, we may permit the 
man to report himself every month to the Sub-Divisional Offi­
cer of Rajmahal instead of to the District Superintendent as 
ordered.

( Sd. y illegible.
21/5

Yes, I would add that he need not go to Doomka at all, 
( The D/S suggests that he should go there once in 6 months).

( Sd. ) illegible.
' 21/5

I think it will be quite sufficient if  the man reports himself 
to th6 Sub-Divisional Officer at Rajmahal once a month, there is 
no use in forcing him to go to Doomka at all.

(S d .)  i l leg ib le .
Office of I. G. P.

too
From the Judicial Department, Government o f  Bengal to the 

Inspector General of Police,—(No. 956J. D. dated the 4th 
June, 1883).
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Sir,
I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 

7528 >dated the 12th ultimo, with enclosure ; and in reply I am 
to say that under the circumstances represented, the Lieutenant- 
Governor permits the released Wahabee prisoner Amiruddin to 
report himself once a month to the Sub-Divisional Officer of Raj­
mahal instead of to the’ District Superintendent of Police, Sonthal 
PergUnnahs, as previously ordered. I am> to add that Amiruddin 
need not report himself at Nya Doomka.

i - (Sd.) illegible.

lOl

Proceedings B for June 1883, Nos. 215-219 :

S u b je c tR e le a s e  of certain Wahabee Prisoners.

From Officiating Superintendent of Port Blair and Nicobars, to 
the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Calcutta,— 
(dated Port Blair, the 28th April, 1883).

Sir,
In continuatipn of my letter No. Il£f4 of 6th February last

to your address, I have the honor to report for the information of11) "• ^
Hfs Honor the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal that conditionally 
released prison^ Mrfssood No.‘ '9523, having applied for perm it 
ssion to return' to India1 before the ’expiry o f  the 6’ months 
delay granted to him, has been forwarded to Calcutta by the
S. S. Maharani which leaves this Port today.

2. The Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, has been duly 
apprised of his departure from Port Blair.

(Sd.) illegible.

Note Sheet :

Send copy to the Inspector General of Police in conti­
nuation and ask him to arrange on the man’s arrival to have 
him sent to Patna under escort. Also request him to take from

\
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the man an undertaking in writing to the effect stated in our 
letter of the 26th February last while forwarding the letter 
of the Superintendent (o fP o lic e )  of Port Blair. Inform the 
Commissioner of Patna. t

(Sd.)i illegible.
* i HS/5 5

Copy forwarded to the J. G of Police in continuation of 
the letter from this office No. 1292J. dated the 13th Marchs 
last, with a request that he will be good enough, t>n the arrival 
of the prisoner at ‘Calcutta, to' have him sent to Patna under an 
escort.
2. The convict should be required to execute an undertaking 
in writing in the terms specified in para 1 of Government letter No. 
962J, dated the 26th February last a copy of which was forwarded 
to you under cover of endorsement No. 964J, of the same date.

(Sd.) illegible.
21/5

; 102
i *

Proceedings for May, 1884, Nos. 411-413 :
i * '

Subject: Permitting the released Wahab.i prisoner Abdur
Rahim, to go on a pilgrimage to Mecca and Medina.

f ’ < i >■ - i i *

From Abdifr'Rahjm, Mkshikartolah, Patna, to His H<?jjour, the
u Lieutcnarit-Goyernor of Ben gal,--(dated the 2nd.March, 1884).

The humble petitioner Shaik Abdur Rahim most respectfully 
showeth : > 1

That the petitioner begs to inform your Honour that being 
accused of the charge of helping Wahabi’s insurrection, he was 
transported for life to Port Blair on the 2nd May, 1864.

That on the 5th February, 1883, by the order (of His -Exce­
llency the Viceroy, he was pardoned and returned home on ,the 
1,1th March, 1883. , ,



Wahhabis o f Patna : Government o f Bengal 233

That he is ordered not to leave this city, where he lives, 
without the Government’s permission, and to present himself once 
in every month before the Police Superintendent of Patna.

That it is his desire to make once a pilgrimage to Mecca 
and Medina in which most probably not more than eight months 
would expire (require ?).

That he, therefore, most respectfully solicits the favour 
of (His Honour) to allow him to grant for the required lime from 
the month of May to that' of December 1884, inclusive.

That he is ready to present himself before some officers (at) 
Bombay as well as in Jiddah if... /

( Sd. ) Abdur Rahim.
Not Sheet :

'  f l  ’  ‘

Transferred to Mr. F. B. Peacock, Secretary to Government 
in the Judicial and Political Department.

By order of the Lieutenant-Governor, 
Belvedere, ( Sd. ) F. C. Barnes,
The 5th February, 1884. Private Secretary.

Plea$fe see. the agreement entered into by the Wahabee 
prisoner Abdur Rahim, marked with a red flag. Send the petition 
to the Commissioner of Patna for report as to whether there is 
any objection to the petitioner’s request being complied with.

( Sd . ) illegible.
15/3

Forwarded to the Commissioner o f Patna with reference to 
the correspondence ending G.O. No. 1089 J.D., the 7th instant, 
with the request that he will be good enough to report if  there 
is any objection to the petitioner's request being complied with or 
to be returned.

103

From F .M . Halliday, Esq., Commissioner of Patna, to the
3 0 -
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Secret; ry to the Government of Bengal, - (No. 286G, dated 
Papkipore, the 2£nd April/84 ).

Sir
I have thfc honor to acknowledge the receipt of your No. 

1382 1, dated 20th March last, forwarding a petition from the 
released Wahabi convict Abdur Rahim in which fi& p r^p  that 
he may be allowed leave from May to December'next to enable 
him t o ‘go oira pilgrimage to Mecca and Medina. ‘  ̂ (

After consulting the District Magistrate I am of qpinion 
that there is' no objection to the leave being granted. Bu(0it 
seems desirable that he should be required to give security for 
his return to Patna after the expiry of his leave and that he 
should he kept under Police surveillance until his deparl'ure'°from 
Bombay. He should ajso pn his return, to India, appear'before 
the Police at Bombay. The petition is herewith returned. i

v 1 *
(Sd.) F. M. Hallid^y.

Note Sheet : ‘

We may, ^llow the*, Wahabee prisoner Abdur Rahith leave 
from May to December 1884, to enable him to go on a pilgri­
mage to Mepc^ and Medina on the conditions specified by Mr- 
Halliday.

(Sd.) illegible.
26/4

There is no need to consult the ( Government o f ) India. 
The prisoners have been released on -condition o f submitting 
to such conditions as to residence as the Local Government* may 
prescfibp. There does not seem any objection lo  this pilgrimage. 
The Commissioner may be asked to settle reasonable securityfor 
Abdur Rahim’s return.

(Sd . ) illegible.
30/4

I think Abdur Rahim may be allowed to go to Mecca. 
The Commissioner may be told to make the necessary arrange­

ments as to security for Abdur Rahim?S return and secondly for
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kfiffcpifi'g hliifi under Police serv^illaYfce kt 'Bombat^ ofi liiS vVâ  
l‘o Sncl; reltfrn from Mefcca. *'

“ ' - (Sd.) i l fc’g fb le .
t 1 0 /5

> i
> * * 5

1 0 4

From the Government of Bengal, Judicial Department, to ths 
Commissioner of Patna,—(No. 620 J. D ., dated‘the’13th Nfay, 
1884 ).

Sir, > i '•* •« j i f *
* I ayn ^directed- to  ackaowTedge fha receipt; of yburfUetter 

No. 286 G, dated the* 22n$ April last, reporting on tKer’petition 
of the released Wahabee prisoner Abdur Rahim praying to be 
permitted to go on, pilgrimage to Mecca and, Medina from, May 
tb'December next.

2. In treply I am to say that the ,^ieutenant-Goverpoi;s 
sanctoioris (h6 request of the petitioner. 1 am to ask you to be 
goo'd enough* io make t(ie necessary *aTrangjri'cn ts as to .security 
for his return to* fafr^a and for jceepingjji’im under Police sur- 
/̂eill arice at Bombay'on Kt’s way to and rdturri jroi)i Mecqa. .jlT I ‘ ' J V <T

’ (  $d . *), illegible. ‘ ' 

‘ 1 ’ 1*3/5.

l O S

Prtite'ediifgs ‘A. o f A ugttJt 1869', fit os*. l?>5-66[‘:
> v t  ,  ;

Frotp .tieutenant-vColon6t  A; H. Paterson, Officiating •J^pecto'r-': 
Geiieral of Police, Bower ProVincesj to the Seci*etaj/ to! the 

'■f Government o f Bengal; iff thd' Judicial jDfepartniefit,-'(’dated 
! '. Fort William, the 19th August' 1869). ! '

i
Sir,

"■ I hai'fe* tfie KbrfouY fo ’siibmft, for consideration and brders 
p f tfie" Lieuferiant-Gbv^fHor, copy U letter'hid. 18?, ciatccf 19(h
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instant, from the Deputy Inspector-General, Detective Pepartm^nt, 
with an Ordoo paper presented to that officer by Abdool Hamid 
son of Ahmedoollah and a free translation.

2. It is not necessary for me to offer any comments on 
the proposal, the very great inportance of which will be seen at 
a glance. I, therefore, forward it for orders.

( S d .) A. H. Paterson.

Enclosures No. 1 :

From J. H. Reily, Esq., Deputy Inspector-General of Police, tb' 
the Inspector-General of Police, Lower Provinces, - (No. 182, 
dated Bankipore, the 19th August, 1869 )j 1 1 1

Sir , ' ' ‘
I have the honour to submit, for the orders of Government, 

the original paper, with a free translation of the same, presented 
to me by Abdool Hamid, son of Ahmedoollah leader of the 
Wahabees in Patna, now at the Andamans and cousin of Abdool lah, 
the leader of the fanatics or Jehadees beyond the frontier. The, 
young man is a Hakhem, but as the eldest son of Ahmedoollah 
is Regarded by the Wahabees as his father’s successor, fate 
proposes to assist us with information, to enable us to put a 
stop to the collections sent to the jehadees. There is no doubt 
he can render us very valuable assistance. He was brought to 
me by Baboo Ishree Pershad, who also thinks Abdool Hamid 
can held us materially.

2. There are four conditions which he proposes. The first 
relating to the pardon of his two brothers, who were minors whep, 
taken by their uncle to Sittana, may be safely granted ; the third 
and fourth conditions are also reasonable but the second pro­
posal, asking for the value of his father’s* property.-which has 
been confiscated and also 200 Rupees a month, appears to me 
excessive. I, however, submit them for your consideration and 
orders.

3. when the son of tjie leader of the Wahabees comes 
forward (o betray fhem to the Qpvernpient the cause must be
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considered hopeless, gnd is the best testimony to the utility, and 
efficacy of the present proceedings against-tftem. ■<

4. The j in o ra l effect of Abdool Hamid-joining the Officers 
of Government in opposing the Wahabees wilj; doubless be &■ 
great blow l,o the sect'.~ It appears to me that, two hundred Rupees 
a month ,and, the pardon of his two brothers all that may be 
promised to him. ( s >,

( Sd. ) J. H. Reily.

H .« ‘v ' '
Enclosure No. 2 :

Translation o f the letter : {

From Abdool Hamid ( son of Moulvie Ahmedoollah, now in the 
Andamans, and cousin of Abdoollah the leader of Wahabees 
aprosp t,h^,frontier.) !

‘ tty t

i I havp every hope that the work requi'red by Government 
will be accomplished through me by rny*taking the management 
and leadership of the Wahabees, that is, the collection pf the- 
Zakat etc., and by this means giving true information of the 
busiiffess1 after ascertaining the names of the persons, engaged in 
it, an<l supplying, the same to' the Government, who will take^ 
sticK proceedings ( thaj may ) appear^neces^ary. If*the^autnorities 
wifi aidrnle, I am "capable of putting a stop to this movement 
oh th 'e 'part of’the Wahabees.1 As I am the eldesj:' son’of Moulvie

j 5 i , * *’* ’< ♦ t
Ahmedoollah, I trust the Wahabees will come jto me, indeed they 
have Expressed their ddsire ort their part. ‘ ( 1

2. I desire serveral things in rfeturVfor my services. Two 
of my younger brothers, while minors, accompanied their uncle 
Faiy&z AH'^to Sitt’ana, but when the war with Government 
commenced in 1863, they ran away and attempted to return home, 
but at this time Moulvie Yea [ Yahya ] Ali and others were 
arrested, and the younger men were alarmed, and they have 
been ever since in distress and wanderers. I beg, Government will 
be pleased to pardon them.

2nd. - The Government will be pleased to give to me the value 
of the property belonging to my father, Moulyie Ahmedoollah,
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and froth theJ flay *t* ehlfef oh this business to allow me (wo 
hundred Rupees a month, as I shall not be £tble‘ to attend id 
my profession as a Hakeem or Doctof, arid I shall have to travel 
a great deal, which will be expensive.

3rd. - Thatr'this m atter will be kept perfectly secret.
4th .1- That I will' be protected frbm the malice of erie'mfes. 

who will rise up because I enter into such business. 1 ‘

( Sd. ) Abdool Hamid.

106

Proceedings A. o f  Antgust 1869, '/Vo>. J67". ■' >
3 i » !  J i  *

From The Hon’ble A, Eden, secretary to the Govdrn'fnenf 6'f  Ben­
gal, in the Judicial Department, to the officiating Inspector- 

;ifi£rener&'l 6f Police, Lower Prottilces,—(N o . 185 T., da'ted the 
n.24th Augus't, 1869 )y4» s

Sir, ' !t

I* am directed to acknowledge tfie recefpt of- your letter
cfalted the 19th instknt, submitting one from the t>eput^ Inspector-
General,, DetectjVe Department, with an Oprdop paper presented
to that officer i>y Abdool tlarnid, son of Ahmedooilah, in which , , i . ■ h  , : 1 ' •: < ‘ > 
he offers on certain c<pnditions to assist Governmept m. putung
stop to the Wahabee conspiracy.

i .  in reply, I am to state that,the proposal piajd^by^Abdo^,,
Hamid is one which the,Government cannot entertain. r

C Sd. ) A. Eden.

Note Sheet :
!

t i /V i »
Judiciali. <

K. W. Proceedings for August 1869,,tyos. 164-167 :

o
E d e n .j'



Wahhabis o f Patna : Government o f fiengal

Sur^jy, we some months ago declined an application almost 
jdentical with this.

Papers. , , ( S d .) 4- E-
, ’ > 20 ,8. 69,

S. C. D.

Please put up papers.
" ( Sd’") M. P.

20. 8. 09.

| .
The papers are not traceable in the Reference Depart­

ment, nor are they entered in our Diary. Eiut I think I saw 
a demi-official from Mr. Reily, stating that Ishreeproshad Baboo 
brought to him a man named Ally Kurreem, who is willing to 
cause the arrest of all the Wahabees on his getting a good 
employment under Government. This; was, i  believe, rejected! 
Iidon’t-kiroxV where these papers-are now.

* s } ■ .(.Sd. ) B. B.*C.
> ‘ ' ’ 20. 8>69fc

I recollect the case very well. Ally Kurreem offered to 
§0 to the frontier and breal$ up the,sect there, or bring us full 
information about them and their Supporters in British Terri­
tory, leaving his family in our Jiand§ as ^cu ri|y  for his good 
faith. Mr. Reily sent up the papers demi-ofiicially I thjn^, and.the 
Secretary called for the-old correspondence ^hout Ally Kuryeem’s 
doing in the mutiny. A.s the case was in th,e Judicial, ,Dep§ar{- 
ment, perhaps Peary jBaboo.may recollect southing of it. ,

* " (£ d . )M . P,
23. 8. 69.

r

1 It was an official correspoadence, and must be in the Office.

' (S<J.) A .ri. ,

1 * '
[ I am indeed very much surprised that it should have 

ever been suggested. It would be a most treacherous act to
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encourage this mart to get up a plot, and then tut*n‘ traitor. 
Colonel Paterson, to whom I spoke on the subject, says that 
he did not say anything in its favour, but I don’t’ think he 
should ‘have forwarded it as he did. ]

( Sd. ) A. E.
24. 8; 69.
I f

No. 'Me should have felt, it was inadmissible and have sent 
it to the Secretary demi-officia lly.

( Sd. ) W. G.
24. 8. 69. •

. • > 1 0 7 1 , * ■...
I I I *  ! !

Subject:- A s k s 'f o t .a  report regarding th'e1 conduct r, of •pe'rfain 
Wahabees who are.-undergoing! transportation- for '̂life* 'a t 
the Andajnan and requests him to state what is the present 
age>t)f,each o f the men.

Note Sheet : n , ,

K. W. 'Judicial Proceedings $  for February 1883, Nos, 384-385  ̂,Bt

’ Mussamut Jamilun of Patna, presented a petition to the 
Gbvt. of India, on the 15th AugUst 1882 praying for the release 
of her ’husband A'bdul Rahim, one of the Wahabee prisonerjs 
convibted* at Urnbella in 'ttie year 1854 of abetting war agiainst 
the State and 's^riterided to transportation for life. The petition 
was referred to the Punjab Government and Sir Charles Aitchison, 
having fegard to the length of time ( 18 years ) which has elapsed 
since the occurrence of the events in which the conspirators were 
concerned, recommends the extension of clemency not only to 
Abdul Rahim, but also to the other four prisoners * implicated 
in the same case, who are now with him undergoing transportation 
for life', provided that their conduct has been uniformly good.

The Lieutenant-Governor is asked to give his opinion whe­
ther the five Wahabee convicts in question may now, without 
risk, be rele&Seid, and if so, what conditions, if any, should
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be( imposed upon them. The Government of India wi,sh that 
the opinion of Mr. Justice O’Kinealy should be procured upon 
the proposals now mpde and the effect which the release of tjiese 
men would be likely to have upon the M ahomedan population 
at the present time.

The circumstances of the case are clearly stated in Secy. 
Mr. Young’s letter. We may consult Mr. O’Kinealy, as sugges*, 
ted by the Government' of India, sliall we also ask Mr. Halllid,ay 
confidentially to give his opinion D/O. The Superintendent 0/  
Port Blair may be requested to report upon the condyct of the 
prisoners and to mention their a^e.

(Sd.) illegible.
* 1. Abdur Rahim 4/8/82

2. Muhammad Jaffir
3. Yahiya Ali
4. Abdul Gh’afar 1. <
5. Kazi Mian Jan.

108

Confidential. Government o f Bengal, Judicial Department
Proceedings B, for February 1883, No. 355 :

From A. Mackenzie, Esquire, Secretary to the 
Government of India, to the Secretary to the 
Crovernfhent of Bengal, Judicial Department,- 
( Nos.* 384-394, dated Simla, the 28 July 
1882 ).

Sir, '  '
Hom e D epartm ent W ith 'reference .-to .your letters No's. 2944,* 
Roit Blairr, and ,520, dated respectively the 9th May and

26th July 1882, la m  directed to forward here-
1) Petition from with the papers marginally noted, being a peji- 

M u?sam raa|, tion from ^luss^m ut, Jamilun ,af P.a^na, praying 
Jajnilun.^dt. , for tfye release of her husband Abdul Rahin^ 
J l t h  April 1882. one>pf the;Wahabee prisoners convicted at ,Umba-

2) Letter from  ( 11̂  in the year 1864 of abetting war against thq
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Pun jab  Govt. State and now undergoing imprisonment, and a 
No. 182 dt. 17th letter from the Punjab Government conveying 
June 1882 and the opinion o f His Honour the Lieutenant Go- 

enclosers vernor of the Punjab upon the case. It will be 
seen that Sir Charles Aitchison, having regard 

To be returned. to the length of time which has elapsed since
* the occurrence of the events in which the con-
M uham m ad Jaffir spirators were concerned, recommends the exten- 
Y ahiya  A li sion of clemency not only to Abdul Rahim, but
A bul G hafar also to the other prisoners* implicated in the
K azi Mian Jan. same case, who are now with him undergoing 

transportation for life, at the Andamans, provi­
ded that their conduct has been uniformly good.

3. I am te request that you will be good enough to move 
His Honor the Lieutenant Governor of Bengal to favour the 
Government of India with his opinion whether the five Waha­
bee convicts in question may now, without risk, be released, 
and if so what conditions if  any, should be imposed upon 

them. The Governor General in Council would be glad if 
Mr. Rivers Thompson saw fit to procure the opinion of 
the Hon’ble Mr. Justice O’Kinealy upon the proposals now 
made and the effect which the release of these men would 
be likely to have upon the Mahomedan population at the 
present time.

(Sd.) A. Mackenzie 
Secretary to the Government of India.

Enclosure :

From W. M. Young, Esq., Secretary to Government, Punjab, to the 
Secretary to the Government' of India, Home Department,- 
( dated Lahore 17th June 1882 ).

Sir,
I am desired to feply to  your letter No. 166 dated 24th 

April last calling for the opinion of the Lieutenant Governor on 
a petition presented by Jam ilan, wife of Abdul Rahim, convicted 
in 1864 of abetting toar against the Empress of India, and sen­
tenced to transportation for life.
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2. The circumstances of this case are well known to the 
Government o f India. The followers of Syed Ahmed of Barielly 
the first Indian leader of the Wahabee or Mussalman Puritan- Sect, 
settled after his death at Sittana, whence they carried a predatory 
incursions into the British border. After the mutiny o f 1857 they 
joined hands with the mutinous sepoy regiments, and subsequently, 
through their emissaries, preached throughout Bengal the revival 
of the Mahammadan faith, enjoining on the faithful to collect in 
the mountains and join the standard of the Imam who was about 
to appear in the hills of Khorasan, which is predicted -in the 
Koran. The prisoners of the Patna trial were Moulvies engaged 
•in a conspiracy in this work, or their adherents. Their ... 
object was to collect funds for prosecuting the objects of the 
Sittana fanatics and remitting them to the remote quarters of 
the settlement. There are ten persons accused in the celebrated 
trial which was held by Sir Herbert Edwardes as Sessions Judge 
of the Umballa Division, within which Division it was held 
that 'certain consequences of tiie acts, charged in the prosecu­
tion, had taken place. Three Qf the. prisoners Muhammad Shuffee', 
Mahammad Jaffir and Yahiya Ali, were sentenced to death. Six 
others A bdul Rahim Ilahi JBakhsh and Kazi Mian Jan to trans­
portation for life, and Abdul Karim was also sentenced,to trans­
portation for life with a recommendation that the term of his 
sentence should be reduced.

3. The record of the case was lying before’ the Judicial 
Commissioner, A. A»>.Roberts, for cofirmation. The sentences of 
death against the, three first named prisoners, and the decision 
was also appealed by -the prisoners. Mr., Roberts, although he 
rejected the appeals, held a somewhat different view of the culpa­
bility of the prisoners from that entertained by the Sessions Judge. 
He commuted the sentences of death, awarding the punishment of 
transportation for life, and forfeiture of their property in the case 
of Yahiya Ali, Kazi Main Jan and Mahammad Jaffir whom he' con­
sidered the three principal offenders: Next in degree of culpa­
bility, Mr. Roberts ranked Abdul Rahim, Ali Bakhsh and M aha­
mmad Shafi, in whose sentences of transportation for life, he con­
sidered that some remission should be allowed. Inferior in guilt 
as he placed Abdul Ghafar and Abdul Ghafur towards whom he
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considered that'some further indulgence might be extended. Still 
lower in the scale was placed Abdul Karim and Hussaini of Patna 
find least o f all, Hussaini of Thanesur. The case Was laid before 
the'Lieutenant G6vernor, the lafe Sir Donald McLeod, for consi­
deration o f the recommendations made by the Judicial Commissio­
ner With the following ••• Mahammad Shall Abdul Karim and Ilahi 
iBak'S'h Who had meariwhile made disclosures leading to the disco­
very of important evidence'against another offender, received 'par- 
tion on certain conditions and were released. In accordance with 
thS i«comfnendation of the Judicial Commissioner, the Lieutenant 
Gtfvernot redu'ced- the sentence of transportation for life, passed 
against^he prisoners Abdul Ghafur. of- Aminulla and Hussaini 6F 
Patna to ID years Hgorous imprisonihent’^nd the sentence passed 
Against Hussaini of ThandSur to 7 ^years rigorous imprisohihent. 
Srr<Donald McLeod have no sufficient ground-Tdr ... ofPatna.

5 4. At the present time, 18 years after occurence, the o'nl?
five* persons undergoing sentence in thifc..., therefore, the follow­
ing': -Mahammad Shafi, Jaffir, ‘Yahiya-A li,’Abdul Rahi’m, Abdul 
Ghafur, Kazi' Mian Jan. S if^liarlfes Aitohison is of opinion 
that -the* casfe of Abdool Rahim rtiay:be reconsidered with refere­
n ce .to  that of other prisohe’rs l!Who 'ard stffferitag the penalty'bf 
ther <saA&'crime,' arid with &*viewto enable His ExceIIen6y the 
Viceroy and Governor General >in Council to determine whethef 
one or all of these prisoners may be!cons’idei'eH fit subjects for 
release.? A copy of the ’ remarks entered* into by th£ Sessions 
Judge of Amballa and .by the Judicial £ommissoner in -Punjab 
iniregard 'to each of these-prisoners is hereto appended,'after 
tlj,e lapse of sp long a period, the  Lieutenant Governor would be... 
-, r ■' (Sd.) illegible.1, .

For Secretary to Government, 
Punjab.

1

m,: 109
Proceedings B^for February, 4883, No. 386 B ; ,

Subject 'Invites attention of the Superintendent' of Port
i’> * Blair to out No. 2919 J dated the 15th instant/82 and
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* 1. 
2.
3.
4.
5.

requests to submit without delay jtjie report therein
called for regarding the five Wahabee convicts 'who 
are undergoing transportation for life aM he Andamans.

No. '2467 J.

To the Chief Commissioners £ f  the Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands and Superintendent of Port 
Blair,—(dated the 15th September* ji882)f , ,i 

Sir,
J  arn directed to invite your attention, to the 

letter from their office, No. 2917 J dated the 
15th instant and to request that you will be so 

Abdî l R a h im  good as to favour the Lieutenant-Governor
M a h a m m a d  la ff ir  with the least possible delay, with the
Y a h iy a  A l i  report therein called for regarding the five
A b d u l G h a fa r  Wahabee * convicts who were convicted
K a z i  M ia n  Ja n . at Umballa in 1864- of abetting war against

the State and sentenced to transportation 
for life.

( Sd. ) illegible.

1  i o

From tfie Officiating Superintendent of Port Blair and Nicobars, 
to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Calcutta,—\ 
(dated Port Blair, the 15th Sept. 1882^. '

Sir,
In acknowledging the receipt of your letter No. 2919 J dated 

the 15th ultimo; requesting to be furnished'with a report regarding 
the conduct, during the period of their stay at this settlement of the 
fiv'e'Wahabee convicts therein named and their present ages, I have 
the liOnor to submit herewith for the information of His Honor the 
Lieutenant Governor of Bengal a Return* giving the necessary parti­
culars in th? casp of three of the convicts present at Port Blair, and 
with regar'd to convict Kazi Mian Jan to state a careful search has

* See chart at page 246A.
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been made in the records of my office but that his arrival at this 
settlement connot be traced therein. The remaining convict Yahia 
Ali son of Elahi Bux died at Port Blair on the 20th February 1868.

In addition to  the particulars contained in above Return, I 
may mention for the information of His Honor that I am personally 
acquainted with Mahomed Jaffir, who for some years past has been 
employed as a moonshee in the office of the office-in-charge of the 
local area of the South Andaman known as .the Southern District. 
He is a remarkably able, intelligent man and his conduct on the 
whole during the time he has been in transportation, has been 
very good.

( Sd. ) illegible, Major.
Officiating Superintendent, Port Blair 

a'nd Nicobars.

I l l

From the offg. Superintendent of Port Blair and 
Nicobars,‘to the Secretary to the Govern- 
met of Bengal, Calcutta,—(No.698, dated 
Port Bl,air, the 7th October 1882).

.Sir,
With reference to your letter No. 2467. R. 

T. J. dated the 11th ultimo, inviting attention to 
the report call for in your office letter No. 2919» 
dated the 15th August last ■ respecting the five 
Wahabee convicts therein noted, I have the honor 
in reply to state that- the report in question was 
duly furnished in my communication to your 
address, No. 618, dated ttye 15th ultim o,. Which 
was despatched by the Mail Steamer which left 
Port Blair for Calcutta on the 16th idem.

(Sd.) illegible, Major 
Offg. Superintendent, Port Blair 

and Nicobars,

Convict
R ecord
D eptt.
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Particulars regarding three Wahabee convicts.

Port
Blair
'--No.

14,-561

Name
Father’s
Name

Mahomud
Jaffir

1 1 , 451 .Abdool Guffar

Date
of

sentence.^

Abdool
Rusheera

2nd May 
1864

Date of 
.arrival 
at port 

; Blair

Recorded ^Present 
age _ ^  age 

convicted."-

Local offfinces. Present status &c.

J lth Jan y . 25 years^  .43 years. 
* 1856 *

Furhut
Hossein

2nd May 1854 lk h ja n y . 1866 35 years 53 years 

Do sMVDecr. 26 years. ’*44“»1 years.
r 1,867

12/1/67- Concerned in the anonymous writing Self Supporter. Married
of petitions to the Superintendent containing on the 16th April, 1870 a
false and scandalous matter. Dismissed from female convict, who has
Supdl' office and remained to labor in the 
3rd class.

passed 16 years in impri­
sonment

,  \  .
4/1/68- Fal.« complaint : fined Rs. 5/-

19/6/75- Purchasing clothing from an European 
soldier : warned.

j *
19/8/82.-Failing to observe^ Bye-law laid down 
by the Superintendent — i^'med.

1/2/70.-Absence, fined 8 inoas.

Nil fj

55-

Self
Supporter.

Ditto.
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* Mahomed Jaffir 
Y ahiya A li 
Abdul G hafar 
K az1 Mian Jan

1 12
To the Secretary to the Government of India,

Home Departm ent,—( No. 754 D. dated
the 7th October, 1882 ).

Sir,
I am directed to  acknowledge the receipt 

of your letter No. 355 dated the 28 th February 
82, forwarding a petition from M ussamat Jami- 
lun of Patna, praying for the release of her 
husband Abdul Rahim, one of the Wahabee pri­
soners convicted at tJmbella in 1864 of abetting 
the waging of war against the State and sen­
tenced to transportation for life at the Andamans 
accompanying your lettef as a communication 
from Ptinjab Govt, and the Lieutenant Gover­
nor is asked whether, with reference to the 
opinion of Sir C. Aitchinson therein expressed, 
not only Abdul Rahim, but also the other * 
four prisoners implicated in the same case, who
are undergoing similar sentences, my now, with­
out risk, be released ; and if so, what conditions, 
if any, should be imposed upon them.

The Govt, o f India also ask this Govern­
ment to obtain the opinion of the Hon’ble 
Justice Mr. O’Kinealy upon this proposal as 
to the effect which the release Of these persons 
would be likely to have upon the Mahomedan 
population at the present time.

2. Your letter and its' enclosures were 
forwarded to Mr. Justice* O’Kinealy and  I am 
now to submit, for the information of the Govt, 
of India a copy of his opinion thereupon.

The L. G. has also deemed it advisable 
to consult the Commissionef of the Patna Divi­
sion. Mr. Halliday states that of the five priso­
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ners referred to, two, viz., Abdul Rahim and Abdul 
Ghaffar, are Patna men ; and he is of opinion that it 
would not be desirable to allow them to reside there 
even if  they Are.released. Abdul Ghaffar was a servant 
p f AhmedooHah who was also transported. There are 
at presnt at Patna, three of Ahmedoolah’s sons. They 
are all spoken of as inclined to be inimical to Govt., 
and Mr. Halliday thinks it quite possible that, if Abdul 
Ghafar and Abdul Rahim returned to Patna, they might 
attempt to cause mischief if opportunity arose. Among 
the Wahabees-, the release of the men would, no doubt, 
Mr. Halliday believes, be received with pleasure ; but, 
^mong the Mahomedan population generally, the only 
effects, he thinks, would be disappointment. I f  these 
two men are released, and permitted to return to 
Patna, Mr. Halliday proposes to impose upon them 

, the same conditions that were imposed upon the rele­
ased. convict? Elahi Bux, also a Wahabee; viz., that 
they should report themselves once a week to the 
District Supdt. of Pol ice and-never leave the city without 
the perimission of the Magistrate, then while Mr. 
O’Kinealy is in favour of releasing these men, Mr. 
Halliday deprecates the adoption of this course as 
regards the two who belong to the City of Patna.

< 3. Of the five men named in your letter, the
Superintendent of Port Blair, to whom a reference 
regarding the conduct and age of the convicts, was 
'iftjide, reports that one Yahiya Ali died at Port 
'Blait irri'February 1868, and that although the records 
of the' 'offides have been carefully searched no trace 
of hijDp. and another Kazi Mian Jan - each having 
beep sent to Port Blair - can be found. Some further 
pnguiry about -this man seems to be necessary and 
.the.^ijnj^bgovernm ent may, ppssibly, be in a position 
to give the necessary information.

j There are,thus only three mem-Mahomed Jaffer, 
.Abdul $.ahim>,, and Abdul Ghafar - regarding whose
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release the Lieutenant ppye/nQr; js in a;position to give an opinion.
Mr. Rive'rs- Thompson {tersonally- fs in favour of setting them 
allfree. It is* long-sifitte'the politickI‘"agitktion with which they 
were connected 'otdtiri'fcd1: }ancfJ eVSn if political excitement abouf 
Wahabeeism had!any force tiow-a-nd certainly there are no out­
ward- signs of 'it»— the -Lieut^nknt-Governor is of opinion that the 
release of these prisoners could only have a b,enpficiaI -effect. The 
men themselves after their banishment and punishment are not 
likely1, to repeat the'experim ent ,of intriguing against the Govt.« 1 »\ s | , \ * /and they are of too low a social position to be made leaders in any 
new movement of the kind. Their conduct is reported to have 
been good during their1 transportation and the only precaution 
th(e Lt. Governor would recommend is that during the first yeaj 
of their return to t-he-î  homes i thfey- sh'ould be, to some extent 
under the surv.eillancb df the police.' <:

4. In conclusion 'I -4th to ‘irivite the attention of H. E.' the 
G .G vin  Couricil'tD the' .. .piara of Mr. O’Kinealy’s letter in wllich' 
he notices the-fact that there'are somb'thi'ee or four other prisoners» , * * 1 » 
who were convicted in 1871 whose*na'fnes are not included among 
those mentioned bjf you. 1 '

5. The enclo^ures^of youi* lV tl^are  herewith' returned.

! H 1
(Sfl.) illegible.

, \ n  ■ , W * -
I ‘3

n
! ! !  1 3

j

Extract from , the Proceedings-<j>f the fiov.ernment of Ijidia,, ip  the
Home Departifleqt^jJudicial,), under date of Fort Wiljiaiji,, 
the 31st December, 1882, Nos. 1871-1872.

J i  )

•' Re&d ‘agVfn^- ^
■ ' 'il U Oi x !.• - ' .  .Letter from the Government of the Punjab,

No. 182, dated 17th June 1882.
3 2 -



25fit Wahhabi Trials o f  1863-1870

Letter- to the Government of Bengal, No. 
i 355, 4ated the 28th July 1882*

, .Lgtjter, from the-<?overpment of Bengal, No.
, , , 754D., d,a\ed the 7th October 1882.

, f e t te r  to the Government of the Punjab, No.
,  ̂ 548,.dat§d the 26th October 1-882.

"riead afso—
Letter from the Government of the Punjab,.

( No. 379, dated the 7th December. 18-32.

RESOLUTION

AFTER a careful consideration of all the circumstances of 
the case, and aftpr consulting the Governments of Bengal and the 

Punjab, the Governor General in Council’ has been pleased tb 
decidg tĥ .-t all the Wahabi prisqpers wjho^were sentenced to .‘trans­
portation fptr life pn conv^ctiop of the offence of abetting, the' 
\yagin,g of w^r ^a in ,st the,.Stale, and  who, are, still undergoing 
their septences^ shaH.now t>,e released and permitted to return to 
their homes, conditionally on police surveillance, and subject to 
such ^estricliqns. as tq resjdtence as the Loqa,! Governments may 
see fit to prescribe.

ORDER. - Ordered, that a copy of this Resolution be for­
warded to the Governments of Bengal and the Punjab for infor­
mation with the Superintendent of Port Blair and the Nicobars, to 
release the prisoners and with the remark that the Local Govern­
ment is at liberty to relax the conditions upon which the release 
o f the prisoners is sanctioned, as^His Honor the Lieutenant Gover­
nor should see fit to do so.

r, * r  • r

Copy forwarded to the Officiating Superintendent of Port Blair" 
and tfre'Nidbfcars for information and guidance.

( True E x trac t)
( S d ,) illegible.

Secretary to the Government of India.

f
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11.4

To the Commissioner of Patna,—(No. 295 J, dated Fort 
Wiliam, the 17thJanur'y, 1883).

Sir,
With reference to your demi-official letter of the 24th August 

last, I am directed to forward, for your information, the accom­
panying copy of a Resolution, by the Govt, of India in the Home 
Deptt. Sanctioning the release- of* all the Wahdbl<’fJdsdAers"Whd 
wete sentenced to transportation for', life on COhvIctibh *<5f the 
offence abetting th 6 w aging’o f•• &ar against tHfe St&te, 'and who 
are still undergoing their sentences.

2. The following are the names o f fbe  ^ ahab is  who ,were
convicted and sentenced at tjm balla in 18^4, and w/io were trans­
ported to the Andanmans : t t ,

Abdul Rahim { ^
Muhatarrfad laffir ,

* j  v i 1 J

Yahiya Ali . , ,
l ' u . «■> *' • 1Abdul Ghafar

Kazi 'Mian Jan
Maulavi Ahmedullah, who was tried and convicted a t Patna in 
1865 of the same offence, is also undergoing his sentence,-at jPQCt 
Blair.

3. Of the five men first mentioned, the*Sqperintpndent, cf£
Port Blair has reported that Yahiya A4j died in 18f>fJ( afiid that 
no trace can be found of Kazi Mian Jan ever bavjng JbfcQn.sent to 
the settlement, of the remaining four persons named above, Abdul 
Rahim, Abdul Ghafar and Moulvie Ahmedullah, who are r^atives 
of Patna, ar"e tho&e with whom the Govt. ; of Bengal is concerned ; 
atid I km to enquire where "yoii woufclrecommend that these.pjer- 
s'otls should rebide bn their return to in^ia. "

4. With reference to the conditions ,under vvhich th e ,j-p lea$ e  

oif the prisoners has been authorized by fhe.Govt. of India, ^ am  
to say that the only restrictions which the L. G. >yop(ld, wi^h tq  
impose uppn them are that they should be qf ^opd behaviour aq4
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that they should report themselves once a month to the District 
Superintendent of Police, these restrictions being enforced for a 
period of one year, unless o f  courss, it should for any reason
seem desirable that fhey should be continued.

1 ’ c,.
, ,(Sd.V illegible.

f  '  >!< I  ‘  i ‘

115

From F,M. Halliday, "Esq., Commissioner of Patna, to the Secretary 
to the Government,of Bengal, Political D epartm ent,—(-No. 
92G, dated Bankipore the l-5th,February 1883). >

Sir, ' *1
G eneral Deptt. Adverting tO j/our 'lettef, f Îo. 295J dateed 17th 

ultimo, regarding the release of Wahabees whp were 
convicted at Umballa in 1864, I have tjiq .honor to 
submit for consideration the accompanying copy of 
letter from the M agistrate o'f l^alha. and beg to sayf I *that I fully concur in the views expressed ^hprein.

'U ''
(Sd.).J?! M. Halliday 

> ■> i < * 1 
Enclosure : ' ,f * ’

From C. T. Metcalfe, Esq., C.-S. I.,' Magistrate o f'Patna, to the 
Commissioner of Patnai,^(No* 9020, dated Bankipore, the 
10th February 1883); 1 1

Sir,
I have the honor to aclfhbfyle'dge the receipt of your Memo. 

No, 52 G dated the 27th .ultimo, as to the best location for .the
i i , , t  i i t !  ’ . V '  ’residence of the released Wahabees I concur in the, opinion of the 

District Super intendent o f Police' that they should not be allowed 
fo reside' ill Patna. Th'e' colrtesfjondence forWird^d with your 
Memo. *gives no clue 'to the reaspus which have induced' the 
Government to order ttifeir relfease’ but I miy state that though 

i§ dormaiit, the {Uhaticisiq <jf the's&ct still exists —
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the Released .convicts would undoubtedly be the objects of sym­
pathy specially amongst the Wahabees of Patna and reference 
tp,their supposed wrongs to their conviction, and transportation 
would in my .opinion serve to inflame feelings’ which' have now 
been dormant for some years. Amongst the lower Orders in Patna 
at Phoolwari and at Dinapore there are many Wahabees and 
although when released it will be impossible to prevent communi­
cation with fri^niis and sympathisers, it is in my Judgement better 
that released convicts should be located away from this district. 
As the property of the convicted Wahabees has all been sold there 
is no special reasons for their residence in Patnd.

In a thickly populated City such as Patna it is more difficult 
to exercise supervision than in a place like Bhagulpore and 
although it may not be contem plated by the Government to 
exercise any close supervision over the acts of the released convicts 
still it will be necessary for the District Magistrate -to keep 
himself cognizant of their movements. I would suggest Bhagulpore 
;as a1 suitable, residence.

■ * (Sd.) W. Grindjey
F or Magistrate.

J
I

V 1 1 6
/

floje Shqet :

Government o f Bengal, Judicial Department ,
Proceedings B, for February■ 1883, No. 393 B  :

From the Comtssioner of Patna, - ( No. 92 G, dated Patna, the
26th February, 1883 ).

I suppose we must accept the Memo, of the District Magis­
trate in which the Commissioner entirely concurs, that the Wahabee 
prisoners should not be allowed to reside in Patna. The Magistrate 
suggests Bhagulpore as suitable residence,
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Perhaps may ask the Superintendent of Port Blair ahd thfe 
Nicobars to infrOm the prisoners that they- 6ah tf'e releas6ci Jon 
the condition that they should riot b t  allowed to reside'in Pit'tia 
but that they may reside in Bhagulporfe Or any other pMde vvhich 
may be selected for them, and to report whether they agtefe: to 
these terms.

(Sd,) illegible.
20/2

For orders. :
( Sd. ) illegible.

20/2
k .  a .

I confess, I think,, the Lqcal authorities attach much mOVe 
importanceto the Wahabee prisoners, or rather such of the'm as 
belong to Patna, being allowed to reside in that City. I do 
not -fancy that the return of .three men of such extreme old ag6 
would be of much consequence, and who have been aWay so long 
that* the present generation will hardy know them, can do 
much to rekthdle the vaIlnost relinquished flan^ of Wahabeeism. 
The men themselves Voo'haVe'a large interest in not mixing them­
selves up with political intrigues and as they are to remain for 
the first year a t any rate and ( unless of course if necessary) under 
the surveillance of the Police. I <think we should know if their pre-J ’■
sence in Patna was becoming mischievous. Please see para 3 of 
our letter to India No. 7542 dt. 7th Oct. - 1  think we may G. 
tell the Commt. that the L. does not think that sufficieritly Str0n£ 
grounds have been shown to induce him to modify the opinion 
expressed in G. O. 295 dt. 17 J£ny‘. last. !

X Sd. ) ittegibte'
21/2

*. i i ( .. , i 
Subject to the conditions imposed they may be allpwed to

reside in Patna.

s i( Sd. ) illegibly
2319.

i
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11-7,1 i'C i * Sr
I , * ,

J } .

i',0. The Superintendent oJ Rort Blair and the Nicobars,-(No.962J, 
dated;Calcutta, the 26thFebruary 1883. )

Sir, , ,<
I am directed to request that you will be good enough to inform

the Wahabi prisoners named in margin, * whose release has been
* Abdul R a h im  authorized by ihe Government of India in their 

Abdul G h a fa r
M a u lv i A h m e d u lla h  Resolution No. 1 | 7 I  dt. the 31st December last, 

and who are native of Patna, that the L. G. 
is prepared to allow them to reside in that city on their giving 
an undertaking in writing that they will be on their good* behaviour 
and will report themselves once a month to the District Superin­
tendent of Police. These restrictions will be enforced for a period1 ’ >, ( J * ’ ,
of one year after their arrival in Patna, unless of course, it should
for any reason, seem desirable that theyshould be continued longer.

2. I am to request that, you will be so good as to, explain 
the purport of this letter to the prisoners, and in the event of their 
accepting tĥ e condition that you will furnish (his Government 
wit’ii the written undertaking referred to.

3. The prisoners should be forwarded to Calcutta by an 
early opportunity, due intimation being given to this Government 
of their having left the settlement.

( S d . ) illegible. 
26 /2 .'

No. 963 J.
j

(popy forvvarde4 to the the Commissioner of Patna fo? infor 
nation, with reference to fys letter No. 92 G, dt. the l'5th instant, 
a&d ,\y,ith the intimation that the G. does not think that, 
sufficiency strong grounds havg, been, shown to induce him to 
n ^ lify  the opinjqn .expressed in  G. Q. No. 295J, 4t. the I7t;h 
ultima. (* > .■ K. 1

By order
, ( Sd. ) illegible.
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No. 964 J.
Copy forwarded to the I. G. of Police for information, with 

the request that he will be good enough, on the arrival of the 
prisoners,in Calcutta, to -have them sent to Patna under an escort.

' By order
( Sd.) illegible. 

26/2

1 1 8

K. W . Judicial Proceedings B for February 1883.

Ref :
From f.he Government ol India, Home Department,—(No. 1874 

d t, the 31st December 1881).

Release Of Wahabi prisoners.

In thejr letter .of the 28 th J u l y  l a s t , the Government of India 
consulted us regarding the proposed release of the following 
Wahabi prisoners who .are at present undergoing sentences of 
transportation for life in the Andamans 

Abdul Rahim 
Muhammad Jaffir 
Yahiya Air 
Abdul Ghafar 
Kazi Mian Jan

o f  these men, the Superintendent of Port Blair reported that 
Yahiya Ali diedl in 1868, and that no trace could be found 
of Kazi Mian Jan even having been sent to the settlement. ‘ The 
liieh named above were all tried and convicted at Umballa in 
1864. Another man Maulvi Ahmedullah was tried for thes ame 
6ffeh6e ht Patna in 1865 and was also sentenced to transportation 
for life. M. Jaffir is a native of Umballa : the other meh ‘are 
natives of Pafria. ' i

’ M r. tD’Kinbaly was in favour of releasing the five men first 
named, but Mr. Halliday deprecated the adoption of this course



as j feg^rds the men who belong to Patna. In the event of their
y j  j ’ ’.  i  r  * >■ > ! i > i r  ! ' n  «, J i * ; . '
bein^ released aqd pern^itte.d to 'return. |to' Patna,, Mr. Flallida^ 
pC9Po|e^ to impose u^pon tii|m  "thU same.- conditions th^t were 
imposed upon the released Wahabi conviCt liilahie Bfik^s^ vp.,',thpt 
thê y. should report therpselves once a. week to the District Siipennt- 
endent^ q f  Polipe, and nevpr^jf^velhe city without (he permission 
pf f^e Magistrate. T h e L .tr . person^lTy .was in favour of s^ ttin | 
all the prisoners free, and the^oply preciu t i o/is, whic{i H. H. recqmr 
mended was that during the “first1 years of" their return to their

i <» f . -  v i f f f - v r
hoipes they, shc^ld be to sonje pxtppt keptuncjer the surveillance
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H •' • !■ - » ' l , U  <’ • I J  J ' l f  I

f ,, „ W^th ^f^rence ,to thencor^sgoo(leng,^{)«Ye: referred to, 4jp5 
.GQ,vprnm^ntj ;of Iqd ia , ,hay.ê  no^  .jde^dedj %}.(; all -tfte ;\y?iha£>j 
Rrispn.efs .,vyhq cire stilj- ua^ergo^g.tthejr^s^p^tice? ,<?f ,trapsjio^ 7 

^ rq lp s e ^ a p ^ I  j^xjnigttjsd tft,, return: ,tp 
k o w ^ y f M & i q w U y ^  fftlip? (!s^fve\Kaqce? ,an(f, *9/su<$

r$si<!mi M&j-Jb&th'Gwwnw?1# my
to prescribe. The Government of
taken, if $?<j8s$$ry,j jij communication with the Superintendent 
of Port Bl^jr, j release the prisoners ; and they remark that 
the Local Government is at liberty to relax the conditions upon 
which the prisoners is sanctioned, if the L. G.
should see fit! to*do so.

Ahbul Rahim, Abdul Gn|¥ar, ancf Moylvie Allmedultkh; orders
i.'i-v v  >!t ! 'Mil • i.oW .( -Ji.-is. .I 'm !  Am ) t i n n yare required as to whether, any conditions, beyond the cojidi- 

i  t  »\ sip yjilo*!-Aj,., ,*c .Mi ,u ••ns. i.oKTL/'i ' 't iz tnon of Police surveillance should be imposed upon them prior
/ I ' . J t - J . .  <• "  j ' ' - -■ ■ -1 w h i c h . B l l a h i etg rele^se^ The following are' tl^e conditions upqn which .Bllahie
Ba)ch§hlwas releksed%y tlie Punjab Govt. in !3G5 ’ 1 a
['*'< T ■!. 1 * !». * b"; .1 

“ 1st- That he abstain from fu r th e r^ , directly, or inclirec^jy, 
$<?sips- ag^ipsj: feljq E ti t i^ G p v p rn m ^ f  of Wahabis p o t h e r  
disaffected persons.”  . , t* 5!

“ %i5lr J]^at|»{lf reside at such place and confine himself 
within suchi i^pcal limits' as may be from time to time appointed

* w n i o w l. • i; ..-  i, i
aril $ $ tn ifl* ."[) f d?n<_m /: f  i- " i ,• f •* ■ t i  ?iO'!o»itq
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* <•' t l“ Should he fail,” it was added, “ in the performance of all or\ .. V • '
any of the above conditions, he will be liable, on conviction, 
to undergo the remaining term of his sentence under Sec. 227 
of the I. P. C ” '

On his acceptance of the above conditions, Ell^lne Bakhsh 
was permitted, as stated by Mr. Halliday, to reside in Patna <̂ n 
condition of his reporting himself once a week to the District 
Superintendent of Police and never leaving the city without the 
permission of the Magistrate.

Mr. O’Kinealy, in his D. O. letter of the 31st August .last,
j

pointed out that the list of Wahabi prisoners furnished by the 
Government of India did not embrace all ^he persons Convicted 
in 1871. He thought that it should do so, and said that there 
Were only three or four such persons. The Reference depart­
ment has not y6t been able to put up the papers ’ relating to  
the Wahabi trials of 187*1. Two of the men who were convicted
ht that time -have, howevei', since been released, Viz., Ameer Khan

and Ibrahim Mundle in 1877. '
i(Sd:> illegible. * -r

10/i783:V, , ,
(Sd.) illegible ,

M /i. i v  .
\ye cannot impose any such conditions as were (imp9sed in 

the case of Ellahie Bakhsh as the utmost we can do is to put ^the
convicts under Police surveillance, and.direct them to reside ,in,a' . ' r * /  ̂* i, *
certain pl^ce (vide India’s,orders). We.may direct that they shall 
reside in Patna and shall be under Police surveillance.fo(r a year.* 
the question of their remaining under surveillance after the 
expiration o f that period will depend on the report to be siitfe, 
mitted by the Magistrate regarding the conduct of the released 
convicts during that period.

The case of the other men can be taken tip' when the 
Reference Dept, has found the papers.

(Sd*) illegible
I f  II'  f1 *

I think it will be quite sufficient if we insist on the released 
prisoners reporting themselves once a month at the office*of the
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District Superintendent and that they never leave the city of Patna 
without tlie Magistrate's permission.

(Sd.) illegible; ‘
•• M, ^

' I ‘ '
>!First ask Commissioner- of Patna, where he would like these: 

prisoners to  rfeside.. * t
I  say the dnly'restriction I-would wish toim pose is a Monthly 

report tb< the Police for good behavioar.-This would1 be in for£e-. 
for one year;- 1 1 , *

< • i (Sd.) illegible.
IK 12/1..

Ask.
(S<W illegible.- ,

, (Please ,see office- note below)
The replies of Mr. O’Kinealy, M r. Halliday and tl^e .Superii;-, 

tendent o f Port Blair have been received, and we c an cow reply 
to India.

Mr. O’Kinealy is in favour of letting, out all the-Wahabee 
prisoners. This,will do morp, good than anything else. TJ'he effect 
on thV pepple of Bengal will be to greatly strengthen Govt. The .

! * 1 V 1 * i  1 *1 . ' /  y  » ,  » » I

very ignorant people w ill, wonder a t Govt, clemency, but the-.  ̂ “ I ) ' . ' * *
intelligent , numbers of the M ahomedan community will accept it' 
a s £ n^w dppa^ture in the treatm ent o f political prisoners in -India 
fo r, which, they will testify their,gratitude. NJr. O'Kinealy. tfiiijks 
that^rele^se should,take place, as soon as possible. He would not 
cjog it with (many conditions,, but he would still keep a vy t̂ch 
on ^M^hstmmad Ja)nr. He points out that thq list does not 
embrac^ all j;he persons f convicted in the yea^ 1871. It ^hould do 
so. * The^ are only three or four.

J^r. Halliday says that of the 5 men .mentioned in India’s 
letter, two, viz. Abdul Rahim and A bdu lG hafar are fa tn a  men. 
ft£ “<foe‘s riot ! th‘ink'it woilld be desirable* to allow these men to 
reside in I*atna, even if they were released. Abdul' Ghafar was’ 
a servant of Ahmedoollah who was transported. There a fe 'a t’ 
present three sons of Ahmedoollah now in Patna.' They are all 
spoken1 of as inclined to be inimical to CjOvL arid if Abdul Ghafar
v . 1 i  ( t



:<‘f i v  w i j  i ). ui.' u* !<sJr . ,) . •( and Abdul Rahira appeared tnere again, it .is just possible that
they might all attempt to brew mischief i f  opportunity arose.

Mr. Halliday.,/^ 3  tl^at among their own sect here and 
elsewhere, the release of the men in question would no doubt be 
received with pleasure, but speaking of the Mabommedan popula­
tion. IgendriaBy^he bdlieve's> the: oifl$>effecb that woiildl.be ^produced 
would be disappointment at their being released*! iff these^ntan'j 
ajrfclto.. bei; re leased? and perm itted td  retttriMar Pafna, Mr. -Hatliday 
is-of/opinion! th a t thaiconditionS ifti^osed upon €h6! reldasediconvicfc 
Ellahie Buksh, should be imposed upon these two persons also,, vfcl 
that they report thetfispIVes once a week to the District Superinten­
dent of Police, ailjdi never leave the city without the permission 
of the Magistrate. , i f /■

The Superintendent of Port Blair gives a ( tilfe)
conduct of the following three, tfren f?££^W&h&Bge cdAvicts
m'feiifi'di&d'ilii India’6 ie&d^1: ^  * «’ ' 'A -r> • n!
Ylq-'U-. '-TVaiiahltndil Jaffir • v>,.h n  /.! . k .Jw .jj

2. Abdool Guffar 
v-H..! ;̂V/Al îobl Rahitfl1 -ji ..'ovu ni ) .AA
3' J !t fo f  ̂  i? now 4i  year's o id ! i n  W ^ l i e ’ was' coricernecf in tfi$

Notwithstandfng anonym ous ‘ $ n  Am]* of1 .p e t it io n 'to  'tiie1 Sypd£?
vtfhidh tH6* ni&erit «& < As jL Jiiil'-rrii U s  I

V kaiilitib? fnals' o f 1863-k tO  '

be<in very goo<l * ^  t A M f k W 'f f M f f c i  WAS M e t i  M S ? -  f #  & £ *  
(S d .K n ^ ib le i ' i ^ i ^ 'f a i W ^ m p f d i A V  k -d - w a W ed (ft
si'fo!nk ' No. 2 is a!gkd ^  yidtk"  iiW'-wis Mrfi
afeenie! ^lle're lis ndtHfiig ajjaifet I'foV 'Wfjo ‘h ‘ 4?4 1 years'' ofd/ 
'ffie Superintendent aclAs ifia t'.li^ ’is personally acquamfecl'willi 
tfo . Mahammad* Jaffir. rfe * is' "I’ j-einarkabfy al)le, intelligent
mao and his conduct on the whole*during'Ylie tiAielie&as been 

p. lc  ■!£. ... r- C jo  j / ’J 1 '1 !  K*in transportation h#s been very good.
j.rui‘ 1 ‘ir !i 'r -h )  i n’ < A i in mnij A  i > '• >. .<> n

* i »i Jitptty*- A1.* -di?d ,a? Poft Blair in  February j  S ^ T h e p p a in ip g  
conyict Kazi M iaa Jan is missing,., T|ig(,Superintendent, sjiys jthat 
^ f ca|pf4j ) s |p c h . has^bei!^ made^ in the record office but
tjiat .h is .^ ^ v a l  at PjOrt Blair cannot jbo traced. This seetm, to,,be 
mos,t jStr^n^e. it,w i|l be, for J;he Govt, of India to jinake a ^ef^erqnce 
to tke Punjab Government to ascertain whether the man^ was
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transported kft *aH. A11 coftvicts in the N. W. Pro., OtfdB and 
Punjab*, Under sentence of transportation, are sent down *to Alipore! 
and* then despatched to Port Blair. If the Punjab Ja it authorities 
cad^fievV' ffora 'their records that the man- w,as SeJnt to Alipore,! 
WB ,«an"then!‘ ask our Inspector General of Jails how he \y&s dlS^' 
poSed dfi < • t  •

,wThiW ta iyi be ponited out to the GoVt. of India when t'he:
liife'trt^i'dkit Gdverrior gives his opinion on the dase. >-
• .10 .

“  ! ' ( S d .) ilfegiBe*. ’’

‘. ij^o.r. prders.
( Sd. ) illegible.

25/9
. , i

persons mentioned in India’s letters No. 355 below
fv iz

( Ui' *f. ^of^m m ed Jaffir
qsJ v  1  Yabya Ali •’ l ’

3. Abdul Ghafur
4., Abdul Rahini
5. Kazi Mian Jan

\
it- appears .that; No. 2 is dead and Nos. 1,} 3 and 4 are in, the -  
^Voda|nans.. No. trace can be found of No.- 6 and India mi^hl 
tje^sjcecj to make a reference to the PunjabJto discover whether 
be was transported or not. He certainly wasi sentenced to  trans­
portation for life by Mr. H. Edwarde, Session Judge of Umballa 
qfnd; |^ is  |Seqtenc& was affirmed by Mr. A ./A . Roberts, Judicial 

^Comrnr. , As -regards the three now alive-at the Andamans Mf. 
Q’JCinejily tthinks they should all be Released though he would 
}?eep 4) watch, on Jafer of Thanesur w lp  is, Mr. O.’fCinealy reports, 
pne ^  the, sape person with M^Tiammad Jaffir. Mr. HalJidajj 
is. qot very; much in favor of lotting out Abdul Ghuffpur an<J 
^bjdul R ahip  who are the two belonging to Patna. The
latter seems, hoyreVel% harmless enough but the,former, has three 
brothers in Patna all supposed to be more or less inimically 
disposed towards the English Government.
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The Superintendent of the Andarpans gives.,all jthrfce a good 
character though Mahammad Jaffir has been -punished f4s Jimes. 
Against Abdul Guffour and Abdul Rahim there is next to; nothitig'.ii
I.th ink5we might, tell India that we have, as reported, consulted;Mr.'i 
O^Kinealy and give an abstract of his opinion. I think.5we may- 
further recommend the discharge of all three, Mahammad Jaffir- 
under such restrictions as the. local authorities may^hink-nece- 
ssary, (we did not record where he comes from ), Abdul Rahim .andj 
Abdul Ghuffour on condition that they report themselves once 
a week to,.the Police of Patna and do not leave the City with- 
out the Magistrate’s permission. Considering all the circumstances 
of the case these conditions do not seem too severe. ? We might 
possibly also draw India’s attention to the fact stated by Mr. 
O’Kinealy that the list o f the prisoners is not complete.

(Sd.) illegible.
29/9.

w
As India asked for Mr. O’Kinealy’s opinion, send them copy 

of his letter, excluding first paragraph. W,e had better clear up 
what he means by “Jafer of Thanesur” as he is up here.

j
Done, see D. O. of Tuesday 29th September.

t

We should send an abstract of Mr. Halliday’s opinion as 
he deprecates the /release of the ^Patnd men. I am mysfelr in 
fdvour of lettiiig* all the men free. It is long since the pojiti&fr 
agitations' with whicfti'they were connected occur red : and' e$en if 
poJitical excitement ibout “‘Wahabeefsm had any force1 now— ana 
entirely th^re is nd\outw ard signs of it— the release o f J'thesB 
prisoners could only h&ye a’Jbeneficial‘ effect. The ‘men ’themselves’ 
after their banishment'^and: fiunishment are not; likely to ippfeaj? 
the experiment; and they are of tbo low a position to1* be ?mftde 
leaders1 in dny Aew ‘movements of the kind. Conduct’'fef all 
thre6 prisoners is’ reported g6od during their transportation and 
th'6'only precaution I \Vould b^scrve is that'during the first ye a t 
of return to their homes they sfcoul L̂-he—tQ some extent uftder
tt\e surveillance of the Police. " ^ ‘ "J

f « "
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Some enquiry is necessary about Kazi Mian Jan about whom 
the  Superintendent of the Andamans cap find no trace.

'* (Sd.) illegible.
20/9’

Earjy.
Draft to me.

(Sd.) illegible. 
30/9/82

119
4 1 i > * 

From the Superintendent of Port Blair and Nicobac^,
to the Secretary" to the Government of Ben-

Convict R ecord gal,—(No. 1184, dated Port Blair, the 6th
Department. February; 18̂ 3*).

Sir,
' With referfdnce" to the en'ctos'ed copy o f  tftifc

office letter No. 1185 dated' Inst’a i t , ' <!o the
* 9523-M assood Home Department of the Government of India", 1
Cjdffar *̂5̂ 0’1 have "the honor to enclttse descriptive rolls and ori-
Ruheembdtl1 ginals of'the agreements entered into by tire -convicts
47454-Toba- as per margin* and to st^te tiiat the mep; will
J7478^meer- be despatched to ‘calcutta by' the steamer which
uddiir.** 'leavfes Port Blair on or. about the’'3rd proximo, With 
the exceptioh of Masbocf No. 9523 Who has'ob't^ined permi^siofi 
to  remain in Port Blair for a further period of 6 months to 
■eti&bie him to dispose 6f  the contertts of a shop by which means 
He'fias oF'late years supported himself. ' 1

(Sd.) illegible.
, Supdt. 'of 'Port (

* | Bf|air and Nicotiarg*
Enclosure ,

Letter No. 1183, dated Port Blair the 6th February,1'1883, from 
.the Offg. Superintendent, Port Blair and Nicobars, to the 
Secretary to the Government of India, Home Department.
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Sir,
In acknowledging receipt of Home Department Resolution 

No. 187174 dated 30th December, 1*662,1 'l ia ^  
♦N o. 9523 M lisood tlie honor to report, for the information of 
No. 11450 Mahomejd India, that the Wahabi convicts as per margin* 
Jaffir N o. 11451 A b- having executed agreements to submit them- 
AbdoolU Ruheem N o. selves to Police surveillance and to residence as 
17434 T obarrook  A li the local Government may §pe fit to prescribe 
**N17^ 84̂ eiuUhSen' were yesterday released and with the exception 
med°iaffir No 95?3 ° f  those noted in the,margin** who have appled 
M usood. for time to settle their local affairs, will bie

forwarded to Calcutta by the steamer leaving 
Port Blair on or about the 3rd proximo.

(True Copy) (Sd.) M. Botheroe, Major
(Sd.) H. H. Brook Offg. Superintendent
Head Assistant Port Blair and IJicobars.

‘Superintendent’s Office, Port Blair

120
V>' 1 ! i }
.) (J

T9 Sjjperint^ndent of .Port Bl^ir & the l^icobars,—(No. 1291 J, 
^ a te ^  Fort Wiljiam, tfye JL3th March 1883). ,,

j, ' ,

'Jam  (iirected to acknowledge the receipt o f ,your lklYe|’ J|'ji£>) 
1184 dated the 6tji ultimo, intimating that fpur »ut 6f  the'fiite 
Goxt. x>f Bengal Wahabi convicts named in the margin, wj},0 haV9 
CakUMa. thTlSth keen released under the orders of the G o y t.'^ f  
K ^ph 18^3. .India were to h^ve jailed  for Calcuttar bjf„'ĵ Kg 
steampr which was expected to leave Port Blair p fl.o r £ib§i^ 
$ e .3 rd  jn stau t., . , . <)

t -In reply I am to refer you to toy letter I%>. 
the 26th ultimo, and to observe that no mention is if tf jl^ P ' X°W 
9523— M asood letter o f Moulvi Ahmedullah, who was con-
11451— Abdul Ghafar victed at Patna in 1865 of the offence of 
14561— Abdul Rahim . ■
17434— Tobarrok Ali abetting the waging of war against the State,
17478—Amiruxidin. an(j  sentenced to transportation for life. Iam  
to enquire whether this man is still at Port Blair and if n o t/ Wha\ 
ihas .become Qf-him. [
vi' , /  (Sd.) illegible.

15/3/83
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121

To the I. G. of Police,—( No. 1292J., dated Fort William, the- 
13th March 1883).

In continuation of my endorse-
Govt. o f  Bengal Jud ic ia l D ep t. ment No. 964 J, dl. the 26th ulti—
C alcutta, the 13th M arch 1883. mo, I  am directed to  forward

the accompanying copy of a
* No. 1184, d t. the letter * from the Supdt. o f Port Blair, reporting

6th  February/83, the release of the five Wahabi convicts marginally
named ** and intimating that four of them would

** M asood leave for Calcutta by the steamer which was.
A bdul G hafar , . .
Abdul R ahim  expected to sail on or about the 3rd instant.
Am hud in conv‘ct Masood, it will be observed, has

been permitted to rem ain in the settlement for 
a further period o f six months. The descriptive rolls of the con­
victs, together with the agreements entered by them, are also 
forwarded and I am to request that you will be good enough on 
their arrival to cause them to execute a fresh agreement on the 
terms specified in para 1 of my letter No. 962, dt. the 26th ultim o, 
to the address of the Supdt. of Port B lair.

2. Masood, Abdul Ghafar, A bdul Rahim, and Tobarrok 
Ali are natives of Patna and they may be allowed to reside 
there. I  am, however, to request tha t i t  may be ascertained 
from Amiruddin, who is a native o f Maldah, where he wishes 
to live.

(Sd.) illegible. 
14/3.

Enclosure 
Note sheet :

No. 1293J.

Copy, with a copy of She letter from the Supdt. of Port 
Blair referred to forwarded to the Commr. o f Patna fo r

3 4 -
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information in continuation of endorsement No. 963 J, dt. the 
26th ultimo.

By order 
( Sd.) illegible.

13/3.

From the Superintendent of Port Blair,—( No. 1184, dated the 6th
February, 1883).

Subject : Release o f Wahabi convicts.

The above letter and our letter No. 962 J, dated the 26th 
ultimo, to  the Superintendent have crossed each other.

The Superintendent o f Port Blair now informs us that the 
six Wahabies named below have executed agreements to  submit 
themselves to Police surveillance and to such restrictions as to 
residence as the Local Govt, may see fit to prescribe, that they 
have been released, and that they will, with the exception of 
two of their number who have applied for time to settle their local 
affairs, be forwarded to  Calcutta by the steamer which left Port 
Blair on or about the 3rd instant

1. Masaood
2. Abdul Ghafar
3. Abdul Rahim
4. Tobarrok Ali
5. Amir-ud-din.
6. Mahom med J affir.
The man last mentioned belongs to the Punjab and his case 

will, no doubt, be dealt w ith by the Govt, of India. This 
man’s descriptive roll has not been sent to us. It has probably 
gone to the Govt, of India. O f the others, Nos. 2 and 3 are 
the only ones whose names have been mentioned in the present 
correspondence with the Govt, of India but all are natives of 
th is Province, four belonging to Patna and one to Maldah ; No.
I , was tried and sentenced at Pashawar in 1864; No. 5 was tried 
and sentenced at Maldah in 1870; No. 4 was tried and sen­
tenced at Patna in 1871’. Moulvi Ahmedullah, who was tried 
and sentenced at Patna in 1865, and to whom allusion was made
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in our letter of the 26th ultimo, is not mentioned by the Supdt. 
and it may, therefore, I think, be presumed that he is dead. 
The two men who have remained a t Port Blair for a short time-
are Masood and Mahomed Jaffir— the latter, as has already been
stated belongs to the Punjab.

We may send copy of the Supdt.’s letters* to that Govt.
and to the Govt, o f India, to the I. G. of 
Police for information in continuation and
ask him to arrange, on their arrival, to hav&
them sent to Patna under escort, We may 
also ask the I. G . to take from the men an 
undertaking in writing to the effect stated 
in our letter o f  the 26th ultimo to the add­
ress o f the Supdt. o f  Port Blair. As regards 
Amiruddin, who is apparently a native of 
Maldah, the I. G. may be told to ascer­
tain from him whether he would wish to 
reside at that place or at any other. A copy 
of the Supdt.’s letters and of our letter to 

the I. G. may be sent to the Commissioner o f  
Patna for information.

(Sd.) illegible.
9/3

(Sd.)- illegible.
10/3

T he Supdt. o f P o rt 
Blair has taken  an 
undertaking from  them  
and enclosed the p a ­
pers w ith his p resen t 
letter. But a fresh u n ­
dertak ing  is needed, 
em bodying the co n d i­
tions which we have 
decided upon  in the  
le tter quoted  by the 
office.

(Sd.) illegible. 
10/3.

122

From W. Mertb, Esquire, Offg. Under Secy, to Government, Pan jab* 
to the Secrtary to Government, Bengal,—(No. 134, dated 
Lahore 4th April, 1883).

Sir,
I am directed by the Hon’ble the Lieutenant Governor to 

forward for the information of the Government of Bengal an 
extract from a list of releases amongst the Trans-marine convicts
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a t  Port Blair during the month of February 1883, received from 
the Offg. Superintendent of the Andaman Islands.

(Sd.) illegible.
Offg. Under-Secretary to Govt.

Punjab.

123

Government of Bengal, Judicial Department.

Proceedings B  for March, 1883, Nos. 677-678:

Subject :-Permits the released convict Maulvi Ameeruddin one of 
theWahabee convicts to reside at Agloomee in Rajmahal.

From  D. R. Lyall, Esq., Offg. Inspector-General of Police, L. P., 
to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Judicial 
Department, - (No. 4967, dated Fort william, the 28th March 
1883).

Sir,
I have honour to acknowledge the receipt of your No, 

1292J. dated the 13th instant, on the subject of the release of 
certain wahabee prisoners.

2. In reply, I beg to state for the information of Govern­
ment that four of the wahabee prisoners named in the margin,
l. A bdul R oheem  have been sent to Patna and the District
-3' Toburuk^AHy11 Superintendent o f Police has been directed
4. A m eeruddin. [0 from them  the agreements referred
to in Government Order No. 962 of the 26th ultimo.

3. I beg to forward herewith extract from a letter No. 
107 I, dated the 11th instant from the District Superintendent 
•of Police, Patna and solicit the orders of Government with 
reference to the residence of Ameeruddin.

(Sd.) D. R. Lyall 
Offg. Inspector General of 

Police, P.
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Extract from a list of releases amongst the Trans-marine convicts at Port Blair during the month of February 1883.

Serial number

Port Blair number 
Name of Prisoner 
Father’s Name 
Caste 
Religion

5 Town or Village 
Pergunnah or Talooka 
District & Province

Trade or Profession

Personal Description

Whether able to read and 
write, and what language.

Crime

Date of sentence 
Period of imprisonment

, Years 
Age-Height \ Months 

|  Feet 
^Inches

Date of Death 
Date of Release

Remarks.

1

14561 
Abdul Raheem 
Furhut Hussain 
Syed
Mohammadan

Inhabitant
of

Patna

» 9

One mark on back of head, 2 
scare on the left arm and wrist.

X

Waging war and abetting waging 
of .war'fagainst the Queen

2nd May 1864 
Life

26
*
5
/3/4

*
5th February 1883
Released under orders contained in Home 
Depart. Resolution No. 1871 dated 30th 
December 1882.

2
11451 ~

Abdul Ghuffur
X

? 9

Mohammadan

Inhabitant
of

Patna

Service

Dark complexion short in stature, round 
face and a mark on the right side of nose.

X

Waging war against the Queen

Ditto
Ditto

Ditto

35
*
4
11

#
Ditto

t> u . a Commr. of Sessions Court,By what Court sentenced UmbaUa Dlvision
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Enclosure 

E x trac t:
Abdul Rahim states I wish to live in the house of my 

late grand father Mahomed Hoseell at Nun Mooheahr Mahulla,
Allumgunge Police Station, Patna City. My wife and son Abdool 
Futtah are living there now.

Abdul Gufar states I intend to live in the house of my wife 
a t  M ahullah Sodekpoor, Allumgunge Police Station, Patna City. 
I have two sons viz. Dil Mahomed and Jahoor Mahomed.

Moulvie Ameerodeen states I  wish to live at ^gloomee 
Rajmehal, Sunthal Pergunnahs. Until I  obtain permission to do 
so I will stop with Abdul Rahim.

Tabaruk Ally states I  intend to live in the house of mjf late 
brother Bakur Alii. My mother is living there now.

Taken by me this day.

11th March 1883. (Sd.) E. I. Sbuttleworth
District Superintendent of 

Police, Patna.
True copy.

(Sd.) T. F. Botelho 
for Registrar Bengal Pylice.

Proceedings No. 677 B, for March 1883 :

Maulvi Ameeruddin is a native o f M aldah but he wishes to  
live at some village in Rajmahal in the Santhal Perganah. I 
suppose there is no objection to this. But perhaps we may consult 
the Commissioner of Bhaugulpore in tne first instance.

(Sd.) illegible.
3 0/S

There is no objection. The village was probalily aringinally 
in  M alda. At any ra te 'it can’t be far from that*? district. Give 
him permission to reside there and inform the Commissioner.

Draft.
(Sd.) illegible.

30/3
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Sir,
With reference to your letter No. 4967 dated the 28th 

March, I am directed to say that the Lieutenant Governor permits 
the released Wahabee convict Moulvie Ameeruddin to reside 
at Agloomee in Rajmahal in th eS an th a l perganah.

(Sd.) illegible.

No. 1633 J. the 214 
Copy of this correspondence forwarded to the Commissioner 

o f Bhaugulpore for information.
'* By order

< (Sd.) illegible.
f

124

Government of Bengal, Judicial Department, Judicial Branch.

Proceedings B for November 1883, Nos. 456-457 :

Subject Question of giving allowance to the released W ahabi 
prisoner Tobarrak Ali, 30th Novr. 1883.

From C. S. Metcalfe, Esq., C. S. I., Offg. Commissioner o f  
Pat ha, to the Secretary to  the Govt, of Bengal, Judicial 
Department,—( No. 836, dated  Bankipore, the 25th October 
1883).

Sir,
W ith reference to Gevernment order No. 653 J. D. dated 

the 18th, May last, I have the honour to report that the Wahabi 
convict Tobarak Ali appears to have no means of subsistence. 
He applied fpr employment in  the Police which request was refused.
I, therefore, .solicit instructions whether he will receive any allowa­
nce from Government for his maintenance till he qatf find any 
employment.

(Sd.) C. S. Metcalfe 
Offg. Commissioner.

To The I. G. of Police.
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Enclosure 
N otes sh e e t: *

Proceedings No. 456 B ,for November, 1883.

I do not see why Govt, should give any allowance to the 
man for his maintenance. He should try to find some employ­
m ent but if he does not succeed, the local G ovt, should, .provide 
him with some employment.

(Sd.) illegible.
3/11.

I should enquire whether he has any relatives or friends 
who are willing to help him till he can get employment, His 
application for an apointment in the Police, though not one 
which could be entertained, shows that he is willing to work 
If he has no friends, perhaps H. H . would be disposed favourably 
to  him to give a little assistance as we must prevent his tour 
into bad way again.

We may ask what his qualifications are and we might find 
out for him  some job, I would say that as apparently a native 
o f  Patna, Tobaruk Ali must surely have friends who would be 
willing to assist him until he gets employment. We may at 
the same time ask if  he is a man of any education and generally 
what kind of work he is fit for.

(Sd.) illegible.
17. 11.

W ith reference to G. O. No. 653 J. D. dt. the 18th May 
last, states that the W ahabi convict Tobarak ali has no means 
o f  subsistence and that his application for employment in the 
Police has been refused.

U nder the circumstances enquires wether he will receive 
from  Govtr. any allowance for his maintenance till he can find 
any employment.

Government of Bengal, Judicial Deptt. 30th Nov. 1883, No. 2366J.
to  the Commissioner of Patna.



Sir,
W ith riference to your letter No. 836 G. dt. the 25th 

October last enquiring whether the released Wahabee prisoner 
Tobarrak Ali will receive any allowance from  Govt, for his main- 
tenace until he can find employment, I am directed to say that 
as the man is apparently a hative of the Patna District he must 
have friends who would be willing to assist him  until he gets 
employment.

I am to request that you will be good enough to state 
whether Tobarrak Ali is a person of an education and generally 
what kind of work he is fit forj

272 Wahabi Trialf o f 1863-1870 ,

( S d .) illegible.



CHAPTER III

Maldah and Rajmahal Cases

125
Government o f Bengal, Judicial Department, Judicial Branch. 
Proceedings A fo r  November 1.868, Nos. 164-170 :

.Subject :—Papers relating to the proceedings taken by Bengal 
Government against certain fanatical Mahomedans of the 
Wahabee sect in the district of Maldah and Rajmehal, who 

*were suspected of organising a movement against the British 
(.power in India.

From Lieutenant-Colonel J. R. Pughe, Inspector-G,eneral of Police, 
Lower Provinces, to the Secretary to the Government of Ben­
g a l—(No. 7815, dated Fort William, the 14th Oct.ober 
18§8.

iSir,
I have the honour to forward, for the consideration o f  the 

Liejitenant-Governor, copy of a -letter from the Special Deputy 
Inspector-General [ of Police ] mentioning the result of his recent 
.enquiries at Maldah into the proceedings of .certain Mussalmen 
there and in other districts.

2. J  do not -enter into .particulars, as .the Deputy Inspector- 
General acted under instructions received direct from you. .1 would, 
•however, solicit early orders as to further proceedings.

(Sd:) J. R. Pughe.

*------- , ,1 26

Copy o f a letter from,the Deputy Inspector-General, Special Bengal 
Police, to the Personal AssistanUo the Inspector-General -of

3 5 -  '
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Police. Lower Provinces,- ( No. 287. dated Calcutta, the
13th October, 1868 ).

*

Agreeably to instructions, I deputed the Extra Assislant, 
Baboo Nobokisto Ghose to Rajmahal to enquire regarding the 
statements made by one Inayetoollah, which were communicated 
to Government by the Commissioner of Rajshahye and also 
regarding information contiained in a statement made by Mr. 
Wilmot to the Commissioner of Bhaugulpore.

2. Mr. Wilmot, the Assistant Commissioner at Rajmehal 
suggested to the Extra Assistant that he should proceed in disguise 
to Kallea Chuck in the district of M aldah, which appeared to 
be the hot-bed of sedition and conspiracy.

3. Baboo Ndbokisto Ghose remained at Kallea Chuck
in disguise from the 1st to 3rd of October, and discovered
evidence which appeared to him sufficient to  warrant the arrest
of one Nazir Sirdar and his subordinate agents. He then

-went at once to the Magistrate of Maldah and presented' to 
Mr; O’Kinealy the facts He had discovered -and obtained from 
him a warrant for the arrest of Nazir Sirdar. A6 the same 
time, he sent me a telegram suggesting that I should proceed 
to the place at once.

4. Agreeably to the orders of the Inspector-General, I went 
to Kallea Chuck and examined the witness discovered by the 
Extra Assistant. I found that Nazir Sifdar>and his agents have 
been already arrested on the warrant of the Magistrate of Maldah. 
A copy of my notes I forwarded demi-officiaIly to the Inspector- 
General.

5. I then proceded to Maldah and attended the Magis­
trate’s Court, while the witnesses were examined by that Officer 
in the presence of the defendants.

6. The Magistrate of Maldah is waiting for instruction 
from Government as to whether he is to proceed withr-lhfiLpro^ 
secution of the defendants. I beg to suggest that he may be 
requested to submit to  Government a copy of the evidence he 
has recorded, that the' same may be laid before the Remem­
brancer of Legal Affairs for his opinion, whether he considers 
the evidence sufficient to warrant the prosecution of the defendants,
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and, if so, under what Section of the Penal Code the charges 
against them should be laid.

7. The Magistrate of Rajshahye wishes to know whether 
I am prepared to go on with the investigation of similar cases 
in his district, and I beg to solicit definite instructions as regards 
the intention of Government to proceed with these investigations.

(Sd.) illegible.

127

From A. Mackenzie, Esq., Officiating Junior Secretary to the 
Government of Bengal, to the Inspector-General of Police, 
Lower Provinces, —( No. 5645, dated Fort William, the 
21st October, 1868).

Sir,
I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 

No. 7815 of the 14th instant, with its enclosure from the Deputy 
Inspcctor-General Special Bengal Police, reporting the result of his 
enquiries at Maldah into the proceedings of certain Mahomedan 
fanatics there and in other districts, and in reply to state that, 
the depositions taken before the Magistrate in the case of Nazir 
Sirdar and others who have deen already arrested, have been 
cajled for with a view to the issue of orders under Section ,166 
of. the Criminal Procedure Code, as to whether any or g.11 of 
them should be prosecuted under Chapter VI, of the Penal Code.

2. W ith reference to paragraph 7 of Mr. Reily’s letter of 
the 13th October, I am to state that it is certainly the wish 
of the Lieutenant-Governor that similar enquiries should be made 
in every district in which anything of the sort is going on. Mr. 
Reily should"be put in special charge of the proceedings, and all 
District Police Officers directed to co-operate with him fully. 
Mr. Reily should act in constant communication with the Co­
mmissioners and District Magistrates. All information from what­
ever district received should be followed up, and arrests made 
if , in  the o p in io n  o f  M r . R e ily ,  there a r e  g ro u n d s  f o r  so  d o in g .

(Sd.) A. Mackenzie.
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128

From A Mackenzie, Esq., Officiating Junior Secretary to the 
Government of Bengal, to the Deputy Inspector-General, 
Special Bengal Police,— (No. 5646, dated Fort William, the 
21st,October, 1868).

Sir,
I am directed to return the Diary received with your demi- 

official letter, dated 19th instant, and to state that Ibrahim Mundul 
[ Mandal ] should be tried at Rajmehal.

(Sd.) A. Mackenzie.

129

From J. O’Kinealy, Esq., Officiating M agistrate of M aldah' to the' 
Officiating Under-Secretary to the Government of Bengal,—
( No. 424, dated-Maldah, the 20th October 1868 ).

Sir,
Your letter of the 17th received on the afternoob of the 19th' 

instant.
Copies of all Hie depositions recorded up to  date as well' as' 

copies o f some letters found by the Detective Assistant Superinten­
dent, are forwarded herewith'.

I was not aware when I came here that any action against the 
Wahabees was considered necessary by the Government, and;it was 
only when the Assistant Superintendent requested a warrant for 
the arrest of certain persons, that I became aware that ^  prosecu-' 
tion had been determined on-.

The depositions sho'W that during many years past the Wah'a- 
bees have pursued a system iri raising supplies for the support of 
the fanatics living beyond the North-West Frontier, who ate waging 1 
war against the G'orverrimtent.

The motives which have induced the people to subscribe 
are partly religious and partly the hope of obtaining their land 
rent-free Jon] o u r expulsion.
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Subscriptions are four kinds— Motee, Phetera, Zekat, and-a 
subscription at a higher rate subscribed by those who desire to 
lay claim to extraordinary zeal.

Motee, properly meaning a handful, is a term used to express 
the voluntary contribution of two handful of rice per day for the 
support of a jehad.

In  this case, the rice appears to. have been collected in a 
mosqup near the house o f  Naseer [ Nazir S ir d a r  defendant and, 
under the immediate supervision of defendant Abdool Wahib. 
Ultimately, the rice is sold and the proceeds cTevoted [ i. e. 
contributed ] in part for the intended purpose.

Phetera is a yearly subscription- paid on the day of Eed 
[ /. e., Id-al-Fitr ] festival when Mahomedans are in the habit of 
joining together in prayer. It varies in amount according to the 
giver, but is normally supposed to represent the price of two 
seers of wheat for each member of the farriily.

Zekat,. is- a yearly voluntary contribution, by Mussalman of 
2i  per cent of his property valued in nioney, and is paid about 
the same time.

All these contributions in- the south* of this- district! <are' 
gathered, by the- defendant Naseer [.Nazir  ̂ Sirdar, or some o ther 
of the. defendants- who appear to be immediately subordinate 
to him.

It is not certain what portion) of the money-thus: gathered 
is consumed* by the* defendants, but most of it,is certainly, forwar­
ded to the house of Ibrahim Mandul [ Mandal ]. of .ftlaanpoie, 
who dwells in the immediate vicinity of the-Deputy .Magistrate’s 
Office at Pakour.

Ibratem is* considered1 thd- immediate superior of Naseer 
[ Nazir ] defendant.

It is also clear that the organization do.es not stop at furnis­
hing supplies, but also provides for furnishing men as well as 
money, and for clothing the wives of those who have gone to 
Sitana.

In the persent case one of the witnesses Sudaruddeea [ Sadar 
al-Din ] Sheikh was at Sitana,.on© of the defendants Sheikh'Banoo,
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was there for seven years and only lately returned, and two 
relatives of defendant Jamoon are there at the present moment.

A large number of books was forwarded by the Police, 
but as yet I have only succeeded in reading two of them. One 
is the Tuseer Moradiya,1 printed at Misreegunge in 1280 Hijrah. 
It is only a commentary on the Amm Sipara, or that portion of 
the Koran which is towards the end and most frequently used 
in prayers. It is essentially a Wahabee book. Under chapter 
85 of the Koan it points out the sinful acts now committed 
by Mussulmans, and under chapter 102 it states that there is 
nothing equal to the glory of a Ghazee, a person who fights 
in a holy war. At the same time, I feel bound to state that 
I found nothing treasonable in it.

The second book is a collection of decisions of different Moul­
vies [ i. e., Muslim theologians ] on religious points. It has been 
compiled by the Hajee Budaruddeen [ Haji Badr al-Din ] of Dacca, 
one of the most active supporters of the Patna conspirators in Eas­
tern Bengal, and being written in a kind o f Bengali verse, is ad­
mirably adapted to attract an ignorant Bengali. From this book 
it is clear that Wahabees consider it a decree of God that they 
should abandon those countries in which they cannot contend with 
the unbeliever in safety as Mahomed did before them, and that 
British India is looked upon as such a country. I have forwarded 
the book, trusting that it may be returned as soon as possible.

There are many other books in my possession which I have 
not as yet gone through, and should Government direct I will 
report on them after perusl.

The evidence recorded only goes so far, but as the investiga­
tion is still being carried on by the Assistant Superintendent, and 
as I have received some private information of the result from 
him and information from other people, I think the Government 
will not consider me wrong in mentioning it here.

On the opposite bank of the Ganges abojut six or seven miles 
from the house of Moulvie Ibrahim of Islampore, lives one Imarat 
Mundul [ Mandal ]. This man is a noted Wahabee, and in last Paus

1. A pperently  Tafsir al-Muradijah, i, e., an id e a l e x p o sit io n  o f the h o ly  Q ur’an 
being  that o f  the la s t  p art w h ich  is p o p u la r ly -k n o w n  as /Vm S ipara ,
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( December 1867 ) petitioned against Etwaree Biswas, the Naib of 
Mr. Gray, a planter [-Of indigo ] in this district saying that several 
Moulvies were coming from- Eastern Bengal to preach the Wahabee 
doctrines, that Etwaree was against this, and that Im arat wanted 
the assistance of the Police. The reason o f this petition being 
presented was as follows :—

Etwaree Biswas who was formerly a Wahabee, has lately be­
come a follower of Moulvie Abbas Ali, a follower of Abu Hanifa. 
Report goes that Moulvie Abbas Ali himself [ have been ] once at 
Sitana, and seeing the hollowness of the whole business, deter­
mined to preach it down in Lower Bengal.

Whatever may be his motive, there can be no doubt that 
he has done immense good in this district, and that were it not 
for his preaching, the information obtained in this case, would 
never have been forthcoming.

The followers of Moulvie Abbas look on| the Wahabees 
as heretics, and at the time the above-mentioned petition was 
presented to the Police, Moulvie Abbas himself and Etwaree 
Biswas agreed to meet some of.the Patna Moulvies and Moulvie 
Ibrahim of Mymensingh ( a notorious Wahabee ) to hold a reli­
gious controversy.

There was no controversy, but the -Wahabee Moulvies of 
Patna and Eastern Bengal had a long consultation and were 
visited by numbers of their followers at this meeting; the Police 
Inspector, MSuFvie ElaETTJux, irr  Clrai-ge of the Southern circle 
of this district, was present but never reported the m atter to 
any of his superiors.

There can be no. doubt that important arrangements were 
made between the Moulvies at that time. The names of the 
Patna Moulvies are not known. , ~ -

r '
In September last, this same Imarat Biswas Wrote to a 

Wahabee friend alluding to a previous arrangement apout going 
abroad ( apparently to Sitana ); he refers to  the gathering of 
money, asks his friend to meet him at a certain Anosque to 
settle about th^ir departure, and winds up by stating that the 
Sirdar Sahib £ Ibrahim M u n d u l) had written to /s a y  that he 
ought to be informed about the jehad. f
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His -correspondent answers that they ought to consult Ibra­
him Mundul ;• that he .understands that ^twaree Biswas com­
plained against Ibrahim to the Calcutta Hakims ( i . e . ,  Judges) 
and was told to mind his own business. This has reference 
to the persons sent by Etwaree to Mr. Robinson at the time 
that the Lieutenant-Governor was at Maldah, and as nothing 
came, o f that investigation at the time, a report was spread 
about that Etwaree Biswas was not looked on with favour.

Enclosed I send a copy of another letter I received from 
Mr. Gray, who has already given great assistance and will enquire 
into the truth of the statements made in it.

I  conceive, therefore, that there can be no doubt that the 
Wahabee movement in Bengal is at present very vigorous, and 
will so continue until we meet the Moulvies with their own 
weapons.

Whatever opinion Government may come to about this case, 
I would earnestly represent the necessity of encouraging their 
religious views. He is at present at Chooadauga and should 
the Government .be desirious o f his coming here, I have no 
doubt that I qtn get him up quickly.

( S d .) J. O’Kinealy.

'Enclosure o f Depositions :

( i.) '{Deposition 'erf Kodretwoola Sheik*[ Shaykh .Qudrat Allah ]

J  know i all the defendants. I have .paid -dependant .Naseer 
[ Nazir Sirdar J one rupee yearly during the last five years for 
jehad expenses. I .did not know formerly with whom .the jehad 
took fplape'; .but tsince Jast Phalgoon1 I understood that the 
jehad, w i t h  the English. I heard this from Moiilvie Abbas 
Ali. All I ktjew formely was that the jehad was somewhere in the 
North-Wes/. I have paid money for jehad “expenses to.Naseer in  
ihe presence of Abdool Wahib and Mango Momein-. The money • 
w p  paid foj the jehad, not for mosque repairs. ^  

f  ̂
( S d .) J. ^ K in e a ly .

1. Phalgun is th&( 11th month of the-Bengali calendar. ,
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. ( i i ) Deposition of Takoor Djas tyhmdul1

I live about six rusees2 from .the big Mosque near Naseer 
Nazir] Sirdar’s baree3, say two russees, 'and know that .the 

Mussalman of the place gives two .handful of rice each d^y, 
and pay it to the Mosque on every Friday. They take the rice 
tied ..up in a corner of a cloth. I know Lotton Mollah, and 
asked him what was done with the rice one day, and he told 
me [ that ] the rice was sold and the .proceeds deposited with 
Naseer Sirdar, who forwarded them to support the people fighting 
against the Government. He told me this about three or four 
months ago. I asked Lotton Mollah out of curiosity, as I saw 

, him go every Friday towards [ th e ]  Mosque with rice. This' 
has been going on sev?n or eight years or so. I saw Lotton 
Mollah every ^ay in my village. He lives besides me.

(Sd.) J. O’Kinealy.
>(• iii')'Depdsition of J&meer Sheik :—r

I’kfrow that during ;the past,of the Ramazan,4 defendants Ju- 
mari and LaXasee Mollah came to our pillage tand gathered Phetra 

i[Fittah] arid -Zakat from the Mussulman. I have paid the year 
before last- TO annas, -and!la^y^ar ?annas5. I paid the annas 
€0‘ to Juman and the 1 \  annas to Lotton Mollah. They said 
thatithey  sent the monpy to the North-West to fight with the 
<Kafits, i.e. a ll who did not follow the Mohomedan religiop. 
"sLately, that is, ’last year, I-was informed by Moulvie Abbas Ali 
that the fight was solely with the-Government, and was ordered 
not to pay any. So I did not [ pay ] any this year. There were 
persons ptBsfent when I paid Juman. I paid him in Juman Sirdar’s

1. T h a k u r  D a s  M a n d a l is a H in d u ,
iR u s s ib  o r  Rasrmjeans-'d top© b r-ch a in  fo r  m easurem ent o f  lan d ,

3. B a re e  o r b a r i  m eans resid en ce  or hom e.
4. R a m a z a n  o r R a m a d a n  is  the 9th m o n th  o f the A r a b ic  ca le n d a r  w h ich  is  

, o b served  by the M u slim s-a s  a m o nth  o f  fasting  an d  w h ic h  is  fo llo w ed  by
I d  a l - F i l r  h e ld  on  the first  day o f  the n ext m o n th , S h a w a l.

5. O ne a n n a  is  a s ix teen th  p art o f  a  R u p ee .

3 6 -
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baree in presence of persons. There were many persons present, 
it was before a Friday’s prayer. It was paid on the day of 
the Eid, about 300 people assembled on the day to pray. [Umayd] 
Mollah was the leader in praying. Forget the names of the persons 
who were present when I paid the money to Juman.

(Sd.) J. O’Kinealy.

( iv ) Deposition of Hari Shaha1

I live about four russees from the big Mosque in Lukee- 
pore and have seen the Mussalmans of the village taking rice 
to it on every Friday. I  have heard from the defendant Abdool 
Wahib that the rice is sold and the price deposited with Naseer 
[ Nazir ] Sirdar, who forwards it to the North-West to support 
the war waged against the Englishmen there. I do not remember 
the month when I asked, but it was this year. He [Abdool] 
came to  get oil in my shop, and I asked him ; I heard [also] 
from others. I have seen rice brought in the Mosque there seven 
or eight years. At first I never thought about i t ; but in Justee1 
last, there was a dispute about money gathered by Naseer Sirdar 
as Phetra, which Etwari Biswas made him refund. Hearing of this 
I began to enquire about what happened [ to ] the rice given 
in at the Mosque. Abdool Wahib lives six or seven russees 
from me. There was no person present when Abdool Wahib 
told me. I do not remember the month. He had got oil from 
shop. I cannot say the month.

(Sd.) J. O’Kienely.

(v) Deposition of Pauch Kowree Kubraj3 [ Panch Kari Kaviraj ] :-

I know all the defendants. I paid defendant Naseer Sirdar 
during the last Eed as Phetra annas 14 ( fourteen ) for the support

1. H a r i  S h a h a  is a H in d u .
2. Justee o r  Jayshtya  is the secon d  m o n th  o f  the B e n g a li c le n d a r.
3. P anch  K a r ih  K a v ir a j  is  a M u s lim .
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of a jehad against the Queen in the Mountains to the North 
West of India. The Phetra is the price of two seers of wheat 
per person in every family, and is paid once a year. I have 
paid off and on for about five or seven years. I do not pay 
Motee. Naser, dependant, has always told me that the result 
of the jehad will be a Mussalman kingdom, and the English

/ being driven out, there will be no rent to pay; and Jageers will
be given.

(Sd.) J. O’Kinealy.

( v i ) Deposition of Suduroddeen Sheik [ Sadr al-Din Shaykh ]

I formerly lived in Bhaugulpore and used to visit village 
Shirshahi, were my uncle Sanoo lived. I met Naseer [ Nazir
Sirdar ] dependant there, and he used to say I ought to go
to the North-West, as the Imam Mehidi will appear there, and 
then there will be a fight against the Engalish Government ; 
the Europeans will be driven out of the country, and the Maho- 
medan rule will again be established. I agreed ; and he said 
to me, “ you must go in the first place to the house of Moulvie 
Ibrahim of Islampore” . When I went there, I told him that
I had been sent to him by Naseer Sirdar to go to the North-
West, and that I was satisfied to go to the North-West to fight 
in the jehad I remained there for a few days, and people came in

„ from Jessore and Moorshedabad to  go over to the Nort-West.
About four or five of us got together and the Moulvie gave 
one Abdoolla, who was Sirdar [ i. e. leader ] of our company, 
a letter to Moulvie Zeha Ali1 of Patna. We walked up to Patna 
and remained in the house of Zeha Ali, Mahalla Sadekpore. 
There many persons going to fight the jehad ( were assembled ). 
I remained there about 15 days in an inner courtyard along 
with sevejitf others. There was a man named Haji Mahomed, 
who \vas employed to take up kafilas of jehadars2, and in his 
care I and Alimuddeen o f Eastern Bengal, Basaruddeen of the 
same place, and Samsheruddeen of the same place, were placed

JMawlawi Y ahya A li o f  P atna.
* 2. i,e ., Com panies o f fighters,
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and' forwarded to the North-West by £eha Ali, vyh° (used to 
preach to us the glories of jehad, against the English Government 
and that the.Mahomedans. under Syed Mahomed [ Sayyid Ahmad?] 
would conquer the whole of India. We went on stopping ii; 
the serais until we arrived up to Thaueessur where Mahomed,
Jaffir took us in. We went from thei;e to the house of Mahomed 
Jaffir of Chunar St Umballa [ Amballa ]. We went all on to ~i- 
Rawal Pindee, ancj tljqre we met a Kassid1, who took us up 
to Mulka, crossing the river Aoxacin ( ? )  on a bridge of boats.
I remained 12 or 18 months, in Mulka, and. then went to Sittana 
with Moulvie Abdoolla, who took most of his troops with him, 
as the people of Mulka refused, to give him apy more supplies 
until the Imam should, appear. About 200 o f the Moulvie’s 
troops remained at Mulka. I only remaiped there eight days 
with the flowers of Moulvie, Abdoola,, when the British troops 
came to drive him away. The troops came in,eight, and many, 
tents were pitched, and getting afraid I made an excuse, of going, 
into the jungles and then rap away. I was alone, and after 
getting off 12 miles I was cought by the villagers as a jehadar 
( i. e„ f rig h te r), in the village of Top Me^anee, and w ou^ not 
let, me go. I was taken to a Mussalnjan there. I was ultimately 
taken before a European. When I was in Mujka. I prepared, 
bread in the cook-house. There, were about 1,000 men. These 
with guns and one cannon (sm a ll) . The men were grilled, 
regularly. I  was not drilled, but heard the words of command* v'~ 
They were there to fight with the British Government under 
the orders of Moulvie Abdooll^ of Patna, the sonsi of Bilaet 
Ali ( Wilayat A li). Thq men.-were ali taught to understand 4 
that as soon as Syed appeared, they would expel the English J 
and conquer India. Then each man was to get a Jageer. There 
were many persons there of this country ( / .  e., Bengal). I saw 
the defendant Banoo Sheik thjere. He was employTcT*'f«*j(itting 
stocks to muskets and handle to swords. The money for support 
of all the man at Mulka was sjsnt- from Paina. As long as 
I was a t Mulka and Sittana, no fight took place with the English 
troops ; but after I was taken, a fight took place there.-

1. i.e., A messenger or emissary.
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I was there, Abdoolla, the chief, ordered' the troops t6 get 
ready tp fight the Engljsh. I went about 15 days after with 
the sisjer's son of Jumap. It is now six or seven years since 
I went. I remained there 18 months. I was in Jail in Britsh 
territory, for 11, months. I was released at Umballa about three 
years or fpur years ago. \^e  were all badly off at Mulka. There 
were many of Nase^r’s fellow-villagers present when he sent 
me off. £[e preached, in the Mosque at Hazeegram about the 
jehqd I do not remember the names of the villagers. I have 
spoken of this m atter as, I am a witness.

( Sd. ) J. O’Kinealy.
8}h October, 1,868.

(vii) Deposition o f Rungoo Mundul :—

I lpiow all the defendants ; they g.11 live near me. I have 
paid the defendant Naseer and Abdool Wahib Rupees 3 yearly for 
the last eight years ; I paid them last May the money myjself. The 
money- consisted of Rupees 2-8-0 as Zakat and 8 annas phetra 
(Fitrah).. This 8 annas I paid for my family of seven persons. They 
are e^ch supposed to pay the price,of two sqers of wheat. The value 
of, this is not £xed. The money, w^s for supporting the war a^ain,st 
tfyp, English Government by the Jehadars on the North-West Fron­
tier. Naseer [ Nazir Sirdar ] has always preached that when the 
Epglish Government is overthrown and the, Mahomed,an Govern­
ment (is established ) ia  its place, there would be no rent to pajt 
and the Mahomedan religion, would be exalted. The brother of 
Juman and his sister’s son wece gone to th § jehqd along wit.h others 
about seven or eight years ago. I have paid money in tha presence 
of Pauch Kowri Koberaj and Kudrat, Momein to Nasper for the 
jehad. We have ceased to pay now, as Moulyie Abbas Ali, my pad- 
rip, has forbidden me to do so.

(Sd.) J. O'Kinealy.
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.(viii) Deposition of Chokoo Sheik :—

I know all the defendants, o f them Naseer, Juman, Abdool 
Wahib, Sokun Molla live in my village. The others Newaz Sheik, 
Goorun Khan and Banoo Sheik live in Mazimpore, about thee- 
fourths of a Kos from my house. I know that Naseer Sirdar, Abdool 

r  Wahib, Juman Sheik, Dukhoo gather Phetra (Fitrah), Motee and 
Zakat in our village and send man to the North-West to fight 
against the English Government. I paid defendant Naseer 14 annas 
yearly, at the end of the Ramzan (Ramadan) for sending to the 
people in the North-West who are fighting with the Government, for 
their support; the money gathered in our village is sent to Ibrahim 
Moulvie of Islampore. I myself went once with money about three 
years ago, I think. I and Naseer Sirdar, Abdool Wahib, , Azma- 
tollah, Juman, Dukhoo and Gorun Sheik (not a defendant) went 
with the others whose name I forget. We took Rupees 730 in four 
bags at the house of Ibrahim Moulvie. There were three bag s of 
Rupees 200 and one bag of Rupees 130. I and Azmatoollah, 
Juman, Dukhoo had each one bag. Dukhoo’s bag was of Rupees 
130 only. We crossed the Pagla Ganges in a Dinghee at Maro- 
pore Ghat, the Ganges at Baniagram by the ferry boat. We then 
went on to Islampore and arrived at the house of Ibrahim Moulvie 
and gave him the money for the North-West jehad ; the next day 
we returned to the house again. About eight or nine people of 
my village went there about seven or eight years. My brother-in- 
law, Johiruddin went there, and his wife is alive now and Naseer 
gives her some cloths. It is customery for rich people to give 
cloths terNaseer in the Mosque for the clothing of the family of 
the persons who have gone to the jehad, and Naseer gives Johir- 
uddin’s wife some of these. I have had a maternal uhcle’s son, 
Bassa ( Badshah ) who has also gone to the jehad, Naseer sent 
all these there. Banoo went to fight several years ago, and 
returned about eight or nine months and has taken the title of 
Ghazee, I have had no conversation with Banoo since he came 
back. I went serveral times with Naseer defedant, say three 
or four times. The rupees 730 were sent lately last Phalgoon, 
I was afraid, and said three or four years. I do not remember 
the other time distinctly, but some of them was three or four
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years ago. I have had a quarrel with Jum an’s father and brother, 
and was fined rupees 50. My baree ( residence ) is in Shirsha, and 
I  sometime stop there and some times in Modeepoor, about 
four or five miles from there. I have a wife in each place. 
We got the Rupees 730 from Naseer, which we took to Ibrahim 
Moulvie. Naseer gathered it from the villages. The defendant 
Abdool Wahib gave evidence in the case, in which I was punished. 
The defendant Dukhoo did not want to compromise the case 
in which I was punished. Dukhoo has gathered, I think, money 
from the villages. Suhabut Sheik, Danoo, his brother-in-law and 
others.

(Sd.) J. O’Kinealy.

( ix ) Deposition of Deedar Bux :-

I know defendants. I have paid during the last four years 
money to the defendant Naseer [ Nazir Sirdar ] for the purpose 
of a jehaS, a fight with the Government. For three' years I paid 
a t the rate of rupees 5, yearly ; but in May last nine month 
ago, I paid rupees 13-4. I paid this as my means has increased. 
The collections are called Motee, Phetera and Zakat. I paid rupees 
13 — 4 for all kinds. InJaistee , 1 Moulvie Abbas Ali preached here 
and forbade us to give any more. I paid the rupees to Naseer, 
Abdul Wahib, Hybertoolla and Maula Bux who came to my baree 
( i.e., residence ) for it. Naseer sent the money to the North-West, 
but I do not know. I never gave the money rupees 13-4 as 
expense for the Mosque. I have no quarrel with Abdool Wahib.

(Sd.) J. O’Kinealy.

( X ) Deposition of Danoo Sheik

I know the defendants. I have paid Naseer 11 pice yearly 
during the last ten years as Phetra. Naseer gets the money to 
send to the jehad in the North-West. Jehad is the war going on 
in the Nojth-West, by which the Government is to become upset,

1. i.e., Jaishtya, the secotid month of the Bengali calendar.
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and the Mahomedan rule to be put in its place. I have heard 
this from Naseer, defendant, in the big Mosque in Shirsh,a, where 
there were several people. The benefit that we are to.get from 
the Mussalman rule is that we are to pay no rent. The last 
pice were paid in the Mosque compound'to this defendant-Naseer. 
The Mosque is in the‘village of Shirsha.

(Sd.’) J .  O’Kinealy.

( X ) Deposition of Paloo Sheik

I know defendants. I have paid Dukhoo 4 \  annas for Naseer 
in the last Maug, 1 in the baree ( i . e . ,  residence) of Danoo 
Sheik, where there were numerous people gathered to ,pray. It 
was the day of the Eed, Naseer was there. Dukhoo gathered 
the money. I have paid off and on these last six o r seven years. 
My family consists of three persons, and the value of two seers 
of w heat for each o f them was priced at 4i annas. Naseer gath­
ered the money to support the jehad against the Queen ‘by which 
the Government is to be upfcet and then a Mahomedan kingdom 
will b.e established. Then the Mussalmans will not have to j)ay 
rent, and will get land, and be well off, I was not the only man 
(who) paid. There were about 1000 people present there. Rangoo 
Mollah, Tarebut, Danoo Momein and others were there. The 
prayers took place there, and it was a wide place and many people 
could stand there. I have told because Moulvie Abbas Ali came 
hei;e in Assar and told us not to pay any such thing. f ,

(Sd.) J. O ’Kinealy.

( x i i ) Deposition of Asmatoolla Sheik
*

'I kridw the* IdBfehdants. I -live in the -same village with 
’Biikhoo and Sakfo Molla. The others, Gooran Khan, Newaz 
^Sheik, kndXBanoo Sheik, live in Mazirhpore, about one mile 
'distant. Naseer Sirdar 'lives in Kazeegram, and'ABdodl Wahib

1. i.e., Magh, the 10th month o f  the Bengali calendar.
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and Juman live in Lakeepore, about three or four rusees {i .e. ,  
chains) from my house. Naseer Sirdar used to weave formerly; but 
during the last ten or twelve years, he has been Sirdar, and superin­
tends the gathering Motee, Phetera, and Zakat from the villagers 
of Kazeegram, Agarmilkee, Lakeepore, Ranoachuck, and Newaj 
gathers in Mazimpore under Naseer. Naseer lives in Kazeegram, 
and prays every Friday in the mosque in Lakeepore. He some­
times goes himself to gather Motee, Phetera and Zakat, but chiefly 
makes use of the other defendants, who are his helpers. The 
defendant Naseer reads the Koran and preaches the benefit of 
jehad, saying that he who goes to fight to  the North-West, will 
cross over the bridge leading into heaven. He states that jehad 
is going on in Sittana. I had never been there. He preaches 
that the effect of the jehad is to, drive the English Governmnt 
out of India, and supplant it by the Mussalman Government 
and he has openly preached that when the Government [ English ] 
is turned out, no more rent is to be paid, and the Mussalmans 
are to have the jote [i.e., land holdings]. He preaches jehad against 
the Company [ sic. ] that is, the English Government, and .for 
this purpose gathers money. He does not confine his efforts 
to the Mosque, but goes about from house to house preaching. 
Newaj goes along with Naseer and reads the Koran for Naseer, 
.but Naseer preaches. Newaj knows how to read and write well. 
They gather the money openly for the jehad. I myself paid 
Naseer in last Maug [ i.e., Magh ] nine annas or eight annas and  ̂3 
pie, and have been paying- like this for the last ten years. It 
is the custom for Naseer to gather from each Mussalman family 

i the price of two seers of wheat per head on the day after the 
Ramazan is over1. This is called Phetera. There are seven persons 
in my family and my share came to five pice for each persons 
which is nearly 9 annas. There are different classes of payers. 
The very poor man pays, the price of two seers of barley and 
the middling man the price of two seers of wheat. A rich ra^in 
pays Zakat at 2\ per cent on his goods valued by himself.

1. i.e., On the day of Id al-Fitr.

37—
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In addition to this there is a collection called Ilahi r which 
is made 'by rich man as special donation for the persons fighting 
against the Company '[ sic. J in the mountains. ' Jaghoo Mand'al 
of my village an'd Sahabat MandaPs father also paid llahi. The 
collection called Motee is a  handful of rice given for every 
meal on every Friday, the 16 handful for eight days are given 
to Abdool Wahib. This man sells the rice and sends the rriOney 
along with the Zakat money to Sittana fanatics. Formerly, the 
Motee was taken openly ; when the golmal [ i.e., disturbances ] 
broke out in the North-West, Naseer read a letter he got, he 
said, from Ibrahim Mandal of Rajmahal saying that the Wahabees 
had taken two forts from the English, and were coming : and 
then we again began to give the rice to Abdool Wahib in the 
south corner of the Mosque. The rice Was- carried by eaih 
person to the Mosque and put ‘into a bag or basket, which 
was. guarded by some of Naseer’s dependants, chiefly Atiddol 
Wahib. Before that for about one year Motee was given privately. 
The cause of this was that Naseer read a letter from Ibrahim 
Mandal saying be careful, for spies afe going ab6ut. After 
we were informed that the Wahabees had conquerfed in the Nc»rth- 
West in the fight against the English, and the rice Was given 
at the Mosgue until information came from Ameerudeeti Moulvie 
of the village of Hosseinpore, that his house waS searched. He 
came to our village and remained in the Mosque. I t was then 
stopped for seven or eight m onths'; but since then we have 
given into the Mdsque. Abdool Wahib takes the rite home abd 
sells it. He pays the moAey to Naseer. I have seen him do 
so. Naseer then takes the money to Ibrahim Mbulvie. I \vent 
with himself in Phalgoon, 1274 B. S., seven months ago. Naseer 
and I and Gooran Khan, Newaz Sheik, Abdool W ahib, Juman 
Sheik, Dukhoo Sheik, Chekoo, Peeran took the mdney. The money 
was 730 Rupees in 'four bags. Juman had a bag of 200 rupees.
I had another o f the same, Chekoo carried Rupees 200 more 
and Dukhoo carried Rupees 130. The day before we went, Naseer 
said after we prayed in the Mosque and came out that five 
or six men must go with me to Ibrahim Mandal. He said this
1. llahi in  A rabic means the L o rd  o r G od ; hence w hat is m eant is dona­

tion in the way of G od.
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to Abdool Wahib, and taking us before Naseer, the latter told 
us to go with him. Peeran carried our clothes. We starte'd early 
in, the morning and carried in a Dinghee [ i.e., a small country 
boat ] the> Pagla Ganges at M aropore Ghat1. We crossed the 
Ganges at Banyagunge, and arrived about 3 £. M. at Ibrahim 
M andal’s house which is six or seven miles from the river. We 
then paid the money in thfe bahirbaree [ i. e., outer apartment ] 
of Ibrahim Mondal. Naseer paid it over in the presence of 
all as( the i>roce6ds of Phetera and Zakat, and Ibrahim took 
it into his inner baree[i .e. ,  inner apartm ent]. Naseer and Ibra­
him had a Iqng conversation. t (do not know what it was about. 
Ibrahim complained bitterly that he found great difficulty inI * , ,
getting messengers to t ake money to .the fighting men in the 
mountains at the Nor,th-West. The next day we all, returned 
back. Naseer has se^t men to,fight from about my village.

KudratooJla, Etwari, Pooroo, Jahifud^een, Pancho, the bro­
thers of Jqoman defendant, Gooran, the sister’s son of Joohian, 
and Baga [ Badshah ? ] of Daryapoor, afeout seven or eight years 
ago, and none have refurned since. During the last two years 
words have, been sent, as the way is cleared. Defendant Banoo 
had gone to fight1 in the biffs. He went about five or six years 
ago, and was a Mistree there. It was said, he returned about 
five or six months a^o, and I asked him one day what' work 
he did there. He said, “ do you want me to ruin myself. I 
will not tell you” . I paid Naseer defendant all my collections 
for the support of the persons fighting a'gainst Government in 
the mountains in the North-West. I have no quarrel with Dukhoo 
(and) Abdool' Watfib. When Naseer informed me about the two 
English' forts "beihg taken1, Naseer 'Mandal 'and Rohimdee arfd- 
BaEnoo, rriy sister’s Son Were present. * Naseer, defendant/ never 
complained agairist me.- I  h&vfe no quarrel with him', t  have 
told him as Abbas Ali, my Moulvie, told us' not to raise any 
2akat. *1 liad.’a tjuartel with Jooman’s 'father, and w&s fined, and 
WaS imprisoned for 15 days. I'have no’ quarrel With Nas6er Sheik. 

>■>, ", j 1 !
i (Sd.) J. O’Kirjealy.

, 8th October 18^8.
I , i.e., Crossed Pagl^ Ganges at M aropur Gfyat.
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(xiii) Deposition of Tincowrie Sheik

I paid Naseer Sirdar, defendant, 6 annas Phetera for the 
last fast [ i. e., month of Ramadan ] outside the big Mosque, three 
d^ys, after the Eed festival. On the day of the Eed he him-* 
self came to my baree [ i. e., residence ] and asked for the mooty; 
but I was not able to pay it, but I earned it by weaving'and 
paid it the third day after, when I went to pray at the big 
Mosque. I met him outside the big Mosque. I have been three 
years in the sect of Naseer, defendant, I did not pay last years 
as there was a famine in the district. The year I did not pay 
as I was poor, and Naseer outcasted me. Naseer gathered (money) 
to support jehad carried on by people in the North-West against 
the English. I am sure Naseer did not let me eat with him 
as |  did not pay Phetera. My villagers all know it. Etwari 
Sheik, Golq.b Sheik and others know it. There were three dinners 
in the Lakeepore near me and I was never invited. I was the 
only man in my village not invited. The dinners were in Chasees’
[ /. e., farmers’ ] house; I really forget their names. I only know 
the name of the village. Naseer was alone when I paid the money.

Taken before me, read over in Bengalee, a language known 
and admitted correct.

(Sd.) J. O’Kinealy.

(xiv) Deposition of Bolay Sheik

I have paid defendant, Naseer Sirdar, 3 annas after last 
fast. I paid it on the day o f the Eed in open place in Kazee­
gram, where there were prayers. I paid about mid-day. There
were ajbout 100 people assembled there at the time and they paid
also. I do .not call to mind the hames; but there were many
people present there. Umed Moulvie was the Imam [ i.e., leader] 
at the .prayers. I have only been a follower of Naseer these two 
years and never paid before. The defendant Naseer spends some 
of it oh Fakeers [ i. e., beggars ] and sends the rest to Ibrahim 
Mandal of Islampore. I cannot say for what purpose.

( Sd. ) J. O’Kinealy.
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(xv) Deposition of Manick Kurmocar 1

I know defendants, Naseer and Dukhoo Momein. I have 
heard from them that they gather two handful of rice from each 
family per day, that is to say, from all the Mahomedans of 
Naseer Sirdar’s ^ / /  [ i.e., party ]. I did not hear what was done 
.with‘It from theni. I have seen several people taking rice thef.e.

(Sd.) J. O’Kinealy.

(xyi) Deposition of Helo Sheik

I know (Sefendaiits. I kftow that four men of my village, 
Lalloo, Hoseeni, Lai Mahomed and Panchu, gather Phetera for 
the purposes of sending it to the jehad. *1 do not know what 
is done with the money.

(Sd.) J. O’Kinealy.

(xvii)' Deposition of Muddun K urm okar 2

I live about) five russees [ i. e. chains ] from the big Mosque 
and have seen the Mussulman of my village and Alipore and 
Renguchuck take rice there every Friday during the last five or 
seven years.

(Sd.) J. O’Kinealy.

( xviii ) Deposition of Pormanando Shaha 3

I live about 25 rueseres [ i. e., chains ] from the big Mosque. 
There is another mosque about four russees. from me, in which, 
defendant’s dul ( i. e., party ) read prayers every day. I Jiave 
seen the Mahomedan villagers take rice on Friday to the big

1. M anik K arm akar is a H indu.
2. M adan K arm akar is a  H indu.
3. Param ananda Shaha is a H indu.
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Mosque there, ten or sixteen years. I have heard of what happens 
(with) it, but not from defendants.

(Sd.) J. O’Kinealy.
i

; • j /u
(xix) Deposition of Etwari Sheik f«

Aged’ about 30 years, taken under ,the solejnn affirmation 
prescribed by Act v of 1840, before me, J. O’Kinealy, Magis­
trate of Maldah, and Justice of the Peace, this 20th day of 
October, 1868.

My name is Etwari Sheik. I am by caste Mussalman. My 
home is at Mouza Agamilkee, Pergunnah Kaliachuch, Zillah, Mal­
dah, where I reside at present and where I am a weaver.

I know Nazir Sirdar, defendant. Two years ago (1273 B.S,),
I paid him five annas Phetera in Maug JusJat \  the end of Rozfa 
( fa s t). The year before that my father paid six annas before 
me to the same person. Last year I paid nothing as Moulvie 
Abbas Ali, who is my Peer, 2 to ld  me not to do so. I paid 
Naseer in the big Mosque, called the Friday M osque3. I do 
not remember who was present at, the time. I  make, a mistake 
in saying I saw my father pay the money. I only saw him take 
the money out of -the house and go to the mosque with it. 
My father is alive but sick. > ■

Phetet'a is' paid* only once in the year. At the end ?of the; 
Ramzan, the day after, (the) prayers are read [ /. e., said ], which is 
this after;seeing,the mpon J. The defendant Naseer gathered the 
money and used to send it to Ibrahim Mandal to forward it 
for the support of the people carrying on jehad in the North- 
West Provinces. Naseer told me this himself,, and stated J‘who- ■ 
ever paid would be considered just m an” . I did not hear with 
whom the jehad was being carried oil in the North-West. Dhave 
not heard fronr<him that this country would be conquered, and.
1. A pparently w h a t!is m eant is the m on th  o f  M agh, the 10th m on th  o f  the'

Bengali ca lendar. , r j
2. i .e . ,  pir o r  sp ir itu a l guide.
3. i. e„ Jam i-m osque. ) ’ * is
4. Filrah is a poo-ra te  paid by way o f  accom blirfhm ent'of the fasting  and i§ 

payable befo re the prayer o f Id al-Fitr is tover*.'
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we would get our lands rent-free. Moulvie Abbas *Ali did not 
t ill  me why he forbade me to pay Phetera, he simply told me 
rfo't to do so. I have known Phetera to be collected by Naseer 
fo^'five years or more. Before his time Bundhoo Sirdar gathered 
it. During the last three years, Gooran Khan, defendant, 
has taken the money collected to Ibrahim Mandal. I do not 
know this o f my own knowledge. I  have only heard o f  it. I 
have not myself seen Abdool Wahib gather Phetera. I have never 
paid Motee o t Zakat. I do not remember who was present when 
Nas6er told me ( th a t ) he sent the money for the support of 
Jehadars [ i. e., fighters ] in the North-W est.

( S d .) J. O’Kinealy.

(xx) Deposition of Chamaroo M ollah :-
< f i

' Aged a b o u t... years, taken under the solemn affirmation 
prescribed by Act v of 1840, before me, J. O’Kinealy, Magistrate

"of Maldah, this 20th day of Octocer, 1868.
» \

My name is Chamaroo M ollah. My father’s name is Bakeer 
lyholip^a [ Khalifah ].

I anij by caste a Mussalman. My home is at Mouzah 
Alipore, Pergunnah Kaliachuck, Zillah Maldah,"where I reside at 
present a'nd where I am a weaver.

I paid two annas yearly as Ph&tera during the years 1271- 
1273 B; S-. The money is only gathered once in the year imme­
diately after the roza [ fasting ] when after we have said our
prayers. It is customary to pay the day after the fast ; but
the custom is often broken, and the money is paid before and
after. I  paid my four annas in the big Mosque near Naseer’s 
house. The first two annas I fcaid *to Gooran Khan, the last 
to Dukhoo, defendant. ] have belonged to the'Islam sect only 
two years. I have not paid this year, as Moulvie Abbas Ali 
forbade me saying that we would be arrested if we continued 
raising money. Naseer gathered the money and stated ( th a t) 
it was to be sent to Ibrahim M&ndal o f  Islampore, to be forwarded 
for ,JtW  support of the persons carrying the fehad against the 
Angrezi ( Europeans) in the North-West. Naseer said that whoever
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paid was«sure of salvation. I know that Juman’s son has left 
the country ; but I do not know if he has gone to jehad. During 
the years 1272, 1273 B.S. I paid Motee. The custom is as follows. 
Every day I put away two handful of rice and on every Friday 
I took it and put into a bag in the big Mosque which was 
placed .there for that purpose; said my prayers and come home. 
Every one of Naseer’s sect except the extreme poor who could 
not afford it, paid Motee. Abdool Wahib had charge of the 
rice and used to take charge of it. It amounted to about twenty 
seers every Friday in the big Mosque. I do not know of my 
own knowledge what was done with the rice. I have now left 
that Sect and have nothing to do with them. I do not remember 
who was present when I paid Dukhoo. The money was paid 
in the Mosque, it was full of people. I never made any witnesses1. 
I paid Gooran Khan in the same place. Gooran Khan lives 
in Majimpore. Naseer was not present to receive the two annas, 
I paid to Goorn Khan, hence I  paid the latter who was acting 
as receiver, I gave the money on the day after the fast when 
prayers are read. I mean the Eed .prayer. ( T here) is some­
times a prayer meeting in Gooran's village. That day he came 
alone, I think I did not see any man along with him. I came 
to pray in the Mosque also. There were about 200 or 250 
people in the Mosque that day. Gooran was paid by me as 
he is the head Sirdar under Naseer for collecting money. Naseer 
was in the Mosque that day. I came here with the Police.

( Sd. ) J. O’Kintfaly.

( xxi ) Deposition of Shedruddeen Sheik

I know the defendants. I have not paid any Phetera to 
Naseer, defendant. I do not belong to his sect at all. Of the 
present defendants Newaz Sheik came last year with the Muka 
Sharif2 and said that my faith was weak and wrong, and that

1. i. e., He never gave witness in the law  co u rt before.
2. The phrase “ w ith the M uka S h a rif"  is p robab ly  a co rrup tion  of “ from  

the M akkah S harif” ; th a t is, re tu rn ed  from  M akkah having perform ed 
pilgrim age.



I should pay money as Phetera and Z'alcat for the jihad which 
is now being carried on against tfie British Government. I 
declined tOj enter into any discussion and declined to have any­
thing to say to him until my Peer Moulvie Abbas Ali would’ 
come- and then we would have discussion. Soon after my Peer 
came and I sent Jamayat Mandal to call Naseer to discuss the 
matter ; but he would not come. It was in Phalgoon1 that 
Newaz came to my village. There was a marriage in our village 
and he took the opportunity to bring his book and preach. He 
did not' succeed in getting us sound and would not eat with 
us but went away. He said, we should p#y money for waging 
war with the British Government o« the North-West Frontier. 
I d id-not then know that tfae fight was with the Queen’s troops; 
but Abbas Ali Moulvie told me such was the case, and told 
me not to pay any money. Newaj remained one night in my 
baree ( residence ). Along with Newaj, Jamayat Mandal’s daugh­
ter’s fatter-iji-law, Johiruddeen Duffadar, defendant, said that 
the jehad was to be with the Kafirs [ i.e., infides ]. He did not 
especially mention the Queen’s Government.

( Sd. ) J. O’Kinealy.

(xxii) Deposition of Motifewala Moliah '

I know defendants. I have been in the habit of^payfng 
Naseer— defendant, 1 Rupee last Ramazan. I paid it in'jny own 
baree (residence) to Soboktwallah. I did not pay anything to* * 
Naseer himself. , .

w  "  (S d . ) J. O’Kine&Iy."
}

-  T.4

(xxiii) ^'Deposition of Gopal Chunder Doss 2

I have never seen money gathered by defendants as Zakat
wijh my own eyes. I have _seen several Mussulmen take rice

1. i.e., the 11th m onth of the B engali ca lendar.
2. arjie witness is a H indu.
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to the mosque n^ar the house of Naseer Sirdar. I live about 
five or six russees [j. e., chains] from it.

( Sd. ) «J*. O’Kinejajy.
y

!
(xxiv) Deposition of .................................. :-

I know defendants. I have paid Phetera these four years, 
in all, seventeen annas; of these I paid four annas in May last 
when, Jumman and Abdool Wahib took me to Rangoo Mollah’s 
house, these I paid to Naseer. Naseer was gathering Phetera at 
Rangoo’s house to support the jehad. He said the jehad fvas 
going on in the North-West by which the country is to become 
a Mahomedan kingdom. And when the kingdom is (become) 
Mahomedan, we shall not have to pay any rent.< Rangoo Mollah 
was in his baree (residence) when Naseer was (there). Thefe Was 
no person in my baree when I was called.

( Sd‘. ) 1. O’Kinealy.

( xxv ) Deposition of Sahabat Moral
* f i r '

*1 knt>w all the defendants. I have not myself paid any 
Phetera but my father, who died id Jyste1 last, used to pay.
I saw him pay the year before last sev'eft Rupees, and last year
five R’upees. The money was gathered for the jehad against the 
Government by which the British Government is to be’ upset 
and the Mahomedan rule to take its place. My father paid 
Rupees 5, in May last in the big Mosque in Shersha to Naseer 
Sirdar, who took it for the purppses mentioned abovp./ Abdool 
Wahib^ Jummon, Dukhoo and Lochun^ Mahomed came to my 
father’s house and calling him said, the Sirdar, meaning Naseer,
has sent for you. My father went and I went along, with him. We
found Naseer in the Mosque and paid him the money there. My 
father stopped some time there, but I returned home. Mostly all the 
villagers were gathered in the Mosque at fhe time— Potoo Mollah, 
Ram jan} Dhanoo, Hosseen and others. The Mosque was full
I. i.e., Jaystay^the second month of the BengaH calendar.
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of people. It was the time of the Eed. The day we saw the 
moon and all the pepo,le came to pray there. Thejyear before 
last Naseer took the money from my father’s baree ( residence ). 
H e had no one with him at the time. I have the quarrel with 
Abdool Wahib : I do not remember the names of others axcopt 
these mentioned above.I ”

(Sd.) J. O’Kjinealy.

( xxvi ) Deposition of Nojeetoollah Sheik

I know defendants. Dukhoo and Sookun Mollah went to 
me the year before last, just before the Ramazan, and asked 
me for Phetera and Zakat and said “ if you do not give either 
Phetera or Zakat they would excommunicate you” . I was afraid 
and, since then, have paid nine annas per annum for two years. 
I have not givetl'anything this year as Moulvie Abbas Ali forbade 
us to give anything as the proceeds were used to wage war 
against] the Government. I paid the first nine annas to DukHoo 
and thje second nine annas to Sookun Mollah. I paid the money 
in myj own village in which Dukhoo and Sookun Mollah'went 
to gather motee. They openly said that they were sendihg. the 
money, to the North-West to support the fanatics fighting against 
the Queen. Moulvie Abbas<,told us, if we-were found out we 
would jbe killed forpayffig' the money. I know the large mosque 
near Uie house of Naseer Sirdar. It is about three miles'from 
my hpuse. I have heard Dukhoo and Sookun Mollah say, we 
oughtf to pay in order to get Heaven. I have seen several people 
of my village pay Dukhoo, and Sookun Mollah money for jehad. 
Chankoo and Ghousee of my village paid. They told me so, 
but I have-not seen them pay it none.

(Sd.) J. O’Kinealy.

Appendix A

Copy o f Letters found in the, house o f Emerut Jemadar

( i ) From Emerut Biswas to Jenoo Mundul ( date4 Bhadur, 
1275 B. S. ).
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With respect I beg to know what you have done about 
the money and aboyt our going away. Perhaps we are not going. 
However, let me know about it at Hurreepore Muzeed [ Masjid ?]. 
Letter has been received from the Saheb to the effect that wb 
ought to be informed of. the jehad. If you write, we will know. 
Do what you think proper. Tender my compliments to Jameer- 
uddin Biswas.

( Sd. ) Emerut Biswas.

( ii ) Reply to the above

I received youf letter and am acquainted with all you have 
said therein. But we ought to consult our Sirdar Saheb oh the 
matter and then do what he orders. There runs a rumour that 
Etbaree [ Etwari ] Naib went to several places to ask permission 
to bring complaints implicating our Sirdar Saheb. But the Hakeerris 
of Calcutta have told him to return home saying th a | in so 
doing he can expect no good. However, 1 say again,, better 
come here once. I will speak to you all when I see.

( S d .) Jenoo Mundi 1.

i
( iii )■ Letter to Hucri Hur of Rughnathgunge (dated

ffbadro, 1275.B. S.). — * ■> 1

On the 9th Posh [ Paus] last, one Meer Asrob Ally [Mir Ashraf 
Ali] has- brought a charge of unlawful assembly against Emerut 
Jfemadar in the Criminal Court. You will get a copy of the 
petition, filed by him, whether in English or Bengalee, awl send 
it per bearer of it, who is to give you the necessary expanses.

(Sd.) illegible.

(iv) Letter from Emerut Biswas to the Sub-Inspector [ of Police ] 
of Shamsoregune (dated 14th Posh, 1275 B.S.).

I and Soriet Biswas of Hurrepore are bolh professors of Fera- 
jee [ Fara'idi ] religion. In order to promulgate the religion, as
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also to ip-&til into, the mind of the people the value thereof, Moul- 
vies are coming down from Eastern Bengal at our expenses. Daily 
not less than 100 persons gather together to receive instructions 
from the Moulvie of my house, which the Biswas does not like, 
and has thereby intended to prevent it being promulgated as also 
to disturb the religious assembly. I would, therefore, request you 
to depute a constable on the spot to prevent the disturbance.

(Sd.) Emerut Biswas.

Appendix B

Part translation of a book called Tutwa, written in Bengali verse 
'by Moulvie M irza'Jan *Rahman of Dacca, Haji Budaruddeen
of the same place. Printed at the Dacca Vernacular Press,
1223 B. S.
‘‘Every person is bound to obey the Imam : whoever does 

not do so and cannot believe on him, according to the (Mahomedan) 
Law suph a person should be killed. Here the Mahomedan-Law 

(is not in force. What more I shall say ...”
(a) “ Syed Ahmad is the great Imam and obedi&nc<3 to him

(is) the way ,of salvation. Whoever takes any other path' will 
be distroyed. Many say, they are Imams and go about the coyntry' 
saying, from the power of (their ?) prayer the world is ruled.
Their hearts are set upon honour and comfort. When the Imam
made preparation, he become desirous to carry on a holy, war 
(Jehad)”.

(b) ‘‘He conquered for his followers. True mall came to 
the front ‘and offered up their 'property and lived in his«.service. 
Moulvie Abdool Hai and Moulvie Ismail, friends of-.God, were 
killed” .

( c ) ‘‘These were brave men and so also were those who 
kervfed under them. ( At that time ) the liars made great excu­
ses and did not go to the fight. Some ran away and were
ever afterwards known as worldly people. They call themselves 
subordinates of the Imam as long as they can live w ell; but 
they show trouble and vexation. They are subordinate of Imam 
as long as they can go about as saints and teachers ; but are
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not to be found when a ■holy war {jehad ) is beidg carried on. 
Do the faithful depart frbm the land of his enemies ( hijrat). 
Such people are spoken of in the Koran and are known by the 
following signs J

( i ) “ They are enemies of tradition ( Sunnat).”
( ii ) “ They prohibit hijrat and jehad.”
( i i i ) “ They are pleased with the country of the unbelievers 

( Kafir )” .

There are the signs of the faithful

( i ') “ They follow tradition {Sunnat ) heart and soul” .
( ji ) “ They are always dissatisfied to remain in the country 

of the unbelievers {Kaf i r) ,  and continue beating the 
drum of faith” .

( iii ) “ They do not care for the riches, etc., of this world.”

“ Moulvie Ismail, Mahomed Morad are with God, having 
performed hijrat ^and jehad. Moulvie Ansul and Moulvie Ahmed 
Ailed became saints through jehad. Whoever served under these 
men, does not desire to live in the land of unbelievers ( Kafir ) 
and are now ready to devote life and property to...... ”

( d ) “ Whoever prohibits hijrat and jehad is an enemy of 
God. In .those countries in which the unbeliever ( Kafir ) is power­
ful, there the Law of Mahomed cannot have full force. Hence, 
Gotl has ordered that all Mussalmans must unite and fight against 
the unbeliever ( Kafir ). .Those who cannot answer to the call to 
join in a holy war ( jehad)  should leave their country and go 
to some country where Mahomedans are the rulers. All the learned 
men have decided that the faithful should leave this country. 
Whoever forbids you to do so, is the slave of his own heart. 
Who.ever returns „from the country of Islam after having left this 
country, leaves his faith behind him, and if he does not leave 
this country again his prayers are vain and should he die here 
he is a heretic. I pray that God may take me to some country 
ia which tho faithful dwell,”
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In the following chapter of this book ( i . e . ,  Chapter I I ) 
there is a history of Syed Ahmed", the Imam, relating how he 
was killed along with Moulvie Ismail fighting in a holy war 
in the North-West. It also states “ that the results of Christian 
rule are that infidelity, hypocracy and other such like evils” have 
become predominent . >

In the following chapter ( i. e., Chapter III ). the writer 
wails the sad state into which the Sect has fallen and states 
that with the help of God, the matter will be one c|ay decided, 
meaning, favourably to them.

On the whole, [ do not think, I have ever seen a more 
mischievous book ; outside it seems to be only a compilation 
of decisions on religious forms and it is only by reading it through 
that the real intention of the compiler appears. I t  is the more 
dangerous, as it is written (in Bengalee), so ‘that any Bengalee 
Mussltnan can understand it.

(Sd.) J. O’Kinealy.
28th October, 1868. 

t
List of Explanations in Tutwa translation

(a) Syed Ahmed, the founder of Wahabee Sect in Judran, 
and supposed by them to be the Imam Mehdee, who is to 
appear just before the destruction of the world, was killed 
whilst carrying on a holy war near Lahore.
(b) Jehad - a holy war. ' ,
(c) Moulvie Ismail, a native of Dplhi and follower of Syed 
Ahmed, was killed along with him.
(d) Hijrat - departing from the country of the unbelievor as
Moses left Egypt and Mahomed fled from  Mecca to Medina. 
The Wahabees preach that in countries in which unbelievers 
are strong enough to resist a jehad and holy war, the'"faith­
ful should leave it and flight as soon as they leave it 
Thus Moulvie Ismail, a native of British Territory, performed 
Hijrat, leaving British Territory and died in a holy war 
against the Sikhs. *•

(Sd.) J. O’Kinealy..
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Appndix C I

From Mahomed Uwarally Naib, to J. J. Gray, Esq., - ( dated 
Eansat the 17th October, 1,868). > ,

Sir,
1 beg leave to mention that I have received pukka information 

that the under-mentioned men, inhabitants of Luchmeepore and 
others, Pergunnah Shahabad, are always .sending money to ■the 
western Provinces through Ammeeroddeen and Ibrahim ; theses 
men be arrested, every thing be proved and peace restored. About 
a fortnight ago, Shahabooddeen Gazee of Benodpore sent fro,m 
the Bograh District, Rupees (3,000) three thousand to the western 
Provinces. The men in charge of the money remained one night 
in the house of the aforesid Gazee at Benodpore ; if his son named 
Jaheerooddeen is arrested, he will surely confess the truth, , , r

1. Ahsan M undul, inhabitant of Namotiery.
2. Shaleem M oliah, inhabitant of Namotiery.
3. Kashem M oliah, inhabitant of Namotiery.
4. Meajan Moliah, inhabitant of Namotiery.
5. <Jhaboo M undul, inhabitant of Namotiery. * <

' 6. Hadatoolla Biswas, inhabitant of Namotiery.
7. Jaleem Biswas, inhabitant of Narrfotiery. i
8. Barak Mundul of Momarackpore.
9. Shurotollah Hazee of Baghury.
10. Tonab Biswas o f  Baghury. '
•11. ^/fondee Mundul of Baghury.
'12. Jaheerooddeen/son of Shahabooddeen Gazee of Benod- 

pore' '
, %

Note Sheet : ,
Judicial

From the Officiating Magistrate o f  Maldah, No. 168-70 o f November 
1868

\

Forwarding copies of all the deposition, recorded lip-to date in 
the Wahabee conspiracy case now pending before him, as well as
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copies of some letters found by the Detective Assistant Superin­
tendent (of Police) in the possession of the conspirators.

130

Maldah Case Prosecution

Government o f Bengal: Judicial Department 
Proceedings A, o f November, 1868, tfo. 171 :

From A. Mackenzie, Esq., Officiating Junior Secretary to the 
Government of Bengal, to the Superintendent and Remem­
brancer of Legal Affairs,— (No. 5687, dated Fort William, 
the 26th October, 1868).

Sir,
I am directed to forward to you the accompanying copy of a 

letter from the M agistrate of M aldah with enclosures, consisting 
of depositions recorded by him in the course of a Police enquiry 
regarding the proceedings of certain Mahomedan fanatics of the 
Wahabee or Ferage [ Fara'idi ] sect now in custody on -suspicion 
of having been concerned in abetting the waging of war against 
the Queen on the North-W est Frontier of British India.

I am to request that you will at once report whether, in 
order to legalise these proceedings .under Section 166 of the 
Criminal Procedure Code, it is necessary that the name of each 
person against whom a charge is to be instituted should be 
inserted or merely that the authority of Government should be 
given generally to the prosecution.

After your reply on this point has been despatched, I am 
to request that you will advise Government generally on the 
case, and place yourself in communication with the Magistrate 
o f Maldah and with the Assistant Commissioner of Rajmehal 
in whose jurisdiction further arrests are reported to have taken 
place, with a view to securing regularity and legality in those 
officers' proceedings.

( Sd. ) A. Mockenzie.
3 9 -
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Judicial Proceeding A ., o f November, 1863 No. 172 :

From A. Mackenzie, Esq., Officiating Junior Secretary to the
Government of Bengal to the Inspector-General of Police,
Lower Provinces, -(No. 5683, dated Fort Willism, the 26th
October, 1868).

Sir,
In continuation of my letter No. 5645, dated % 1st instant, 

and with reference to your letter No. 7815, dated 14th idem., 
I am directed to say that the Lieutenant-Governor does not 
consider that the circumstances of Mr. Reily being received ins­
tructions direct from the Secretary to Government afforded any 
ground fo r  your n o t  entering into the case if you supposed that 
you could usefully do so. I t  should have been desirous that 
had it been intended to withhold the matter from your cognisance, 
Mr. Reily would have received such instructions as would have 
caused him to report direct to Government. Lieutenant-Governor 
is always glad to receive any suggestions from you respecting 
matters passing through ydur hands which you think you can 
usefully offer.

2. With regard to the future conduct of these investigations, 
I am to say that looking to the area over which they seem 
likely to extend and to the fact that simultaneous operations 
must be carried on in districts lying in different comrpissioner- 
ships, the Lieutenant-Governor thinks it desirable that you should 
yourself exercise a supervision over the proceedings of the. Special 
Deputy Inspector-General and advise him throughout. Should 
it, however, appear to Mr. Reily that orders from Governrpenl 
are urgently required at any time, his proper course will be to 
refer officially direct to  Government for such orders, sending at 
the same time a copy of his communications to you.

3. The Lieutenant-Governor trusts that under these arrange­
ments no difficulty may be found in tracing out and putting an end 
to the proceedings, which form the object of Mr. Reily’s inquires.

(Sd.) A. Mackenzie.
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132

Judical Proceedings A., Nos. 175-74 :

From Rivers Thompson, Esq., Officiating Superintendent and
Remembrancer of Legal Affairs, to the Officiating Juniour
Secretary to the Government o f Bengal, - (No. 1835, dated
Fort William, the 27th October, 1868).

Sir,
I have the honour to. acknowledge the receipt of my letter 

No. 5687,rdated 26th instant. I
2. I have submitted 'in a separate papeT an expression of 

my opinion upon the questions .referred to in-the 2nd paragraph 
of your letter and prqpose, to myself, after a perusal of all the 
papers which you have forwarded, to adcjress you again generally 
upon the case.

3. I have written to the Magistrate of Maldah and Assistant 
Commissioner of Rajmehal, desiring them to communicate with me 
regarding,their proceedings in the case.

I do not think the general order to Mr. Reily will,meet 
requirements of Section 166 of the . Criminal Procedure Code. 
The issue of a special ( order ?), of course, creates delay and 
inconvenience in the investigation of political offences of the nature 
described, especially when large bodies of men are concerned. 
But the meaning of the law seems to me that the M agistrate 
irfust Have' the sanction of Government before the entertainment 
of flie prosecution, in his court, of any case.

It seems to me that if the proceedings of the M agistrate 
of Maldah in this cdse have been independent of Government 
authority, they are informal ab initio and to bring the procedure 
to the trial within the requirements of the laws, it will (>e 
Hetessary for him to tEfke alP the eVid'ence de nbvo in the presence of 
the accused after th"e fo’rn i^  conveyance to him of the Government 
adtltority for the institution of the prosecution. This order of 
Government, I am' of opinion, must specify by name the partie^ 
stga'insf vvh‘6m the|>roseciftion is d irected
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A reference to other Sections of Chapter vi, Criminal Proce. 
dure Code (Sections 169-170) will show that the sanction of the 
authority directing the prosecution may be given at any time, and 
it has been held to mean, a t any time previous to the commit­
ment of the parties for trial ; and as regards Section 171', it 
has been ruled that it is not necessary that the parties to be 
prosecuted under that Section should be named by the Court 
directing an enquiry to  be made.

But section 166 differs from both these - 1st, in the absence 
o f any express provision that the sanction of the proceedings 
may be given at a n y tim e ; and 2ndly, inasmuch as Section 171 
provides that the Court directing prosecution may itself make a 
preliminary enquiry, and then send the case for investigation 
generally ; there is nothing o f this kind in Section 166.

The provision then is that the prosecution for offences under 
Chapter vi, Penal Code (except Section 197), is not to be entertained 
by any court except under the authority of Government. It seems 
to me (fit ?) to refer the preliminary proceedings of a Magistrate 
or other officer competent to try such offences, and not to  have 
application to the investigations by the Police. It is true that 
in offences against the State falling under Chapter vi, of the 
Penal Code, a Police Officer cannot arrest without warrant, and 
a warrent can only be obtained on sworn information. But I 
think all this can be preliminary to the sanction of Government 
for the inspection o f a procscution in a Magistrate’s Court.

A warrant can issue on a complaint, written or oral, and 
if a prima facie criminal offence is made out by the complainant, 
the M agistrate is bound to issue. The formal entertainment of 
the charge in Court is subsequent, when the witnesses and accused 
are before the Court and it is to the entertainment of this charge 
that the sanction of Government is required by the Section under 
consideration.

I t  seems to me in the present case that Mr. Reily may 
obtain a warrant for the arrest of all prisoners against whom 
he has grpunds for proceeding under Chapter vi of the Penal 
Code. If the Government is then satisfied upon the report of 
the local authorities that the preliminary enquiries prima facie
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establish a case against the parties accused, it can issue the 
order to institute proceedings against such persons in the Magis­
trate’s Court. This order should be directed to the Court by 
whom the offences are to be tried, and should specify by name, 
the parties to be tried; any general order in this respect would 
frustrate, what seems to me to be, object of this law, viz., that 
Government, who are principally interested and concerned in 
the suppression o f such political offences, should intiate all the 
proceedings in Court. A general order would enable a Magistrate 
to arrest and try any one, and the procedure then would be the 
same as in an ordinary case of theft or murder.

( Sd. ) Rivers Thompson 
Legal Remembrancer 

26th October, 1868.

Note Sheet:

Wait further communication.
( Sd. ) A. Mackenzie.

29/10.

r 133
i

Judicial Proceedings A ., No. 175 :

From A. Mackenzie, Esq., Oficiating Junior Secretary to the 
Government of Bengal, to the Inspector-General of Police, 
Lower Provinces, - ( No. 5734, dated Fort William, the 28th 
October, 1868).

Sir,
In continuation of my No. 5683, dated 26th instant, I  am

directed to inform you that, under Section 166 of the Criminal
'• . , Procedure Code, the Lieutenant-Governor
* N a z ir  S ir d a r . . , . _  ^
Sheik Newajee. sanctions the prosecution o f the persons
Goorun^Khan named on margin,* on such charges under
Nowish Sheik. Chapter VI of the Indian Penal Code as may,
Jumon Sheik. under instructions from the Legal Remem­

brancer, be drawn up against them,
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I am also to forward for Mr. Reily’s informa 
tion and guidance, a copy of an opinion by 
the Legal Remembrancer onthe procedure to 
be followed in the invcstingation and trial of 
these cases. No time should be lost in repor 
ting for Government orders, under Section 
166, Criminal Procedure Code, whenever a 

is fairly established against any o f those arrested.

( S d .) A. Mackenzie.

134

Judicial Proceedings A., No. 176 :

From A. Mackenzie, Esq., Officiating Junior Secretary to the 
Government of Bengal, to the Officiating Magistrate of 
Maldah, - ( No. 5735, dated Fort William, the 28th October,
r«j68 ).

Sir,
In reply to your N o. 424, dated 20th instant, I am directed 

to forward for your guidance a copy of an opinion of the Legal 
Remembrancer on the case, and to say that the Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor sanctions, under Section 166 of the Criminal Procedure Code, 
the prosecution of the persons named on the margin * ancf now 

under arrest at Maldah, on such charges under 
Chapter VI of the Indian Penal Code as may, 
under instructions from the Legal Remembr­
ancer, be drawn up against them.

2. Your attention is drawn to the ne­
cessity of your recording the whole evidence 
formally de novd in presence of the accused, 
and I am to request that you will keep your­
self in communication with the Legal Remem­

brancer throughout the proceeding and act 
carefully on his advice.

(Sd.) A. Mackenzie,

*

N azir S irdar. 
Sheik Nowajee. 
A bdu l W ahib. 
G oorun  K han. 
N aw ish Sheik. 
Jum on Sheik. 
Sookun  Mo Hah, 
F irm u n . 
B unnoo Sheik.

Sookun Sheik. 
F irm un .
B unnoo  Sheik. 
Ib rah im  M undal. 
Ish a ru t Jem adar. 
Z um iruddin .

prima facie case
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13J5,

From A Mackenzie, Esq., Officiating Junior Secretary to the 
Government of Bengal, to the Assistant Commissioner, 
Rajmehal,— (No. 5737, dated Fort William, the 28lh Octo­
ber, 1868).

Sir,
I am directed to forward, for your information and guidance,

a copy of an opinion of the Legal Remembrancer in the case
of the Wahabee conspirators now under arrest at Rajmehal, and
I am to say that the Lieutenant-Governor sanctions, under Section
166 of the Criminal Procedure Code, the prosecution of tho

* Ibrahim  M undal. persons named on the margin,* on such char- 
Ish a ru t Jem adar. ,
Z um irudd in . ges under Chapter vi of the Indian Penal

Code as may, under instructions from the Legal Remembrancer,
be drawn up against them.

2. I am to request that you will keep yourself in communi­
cation with the Legal. Rommbrancer throughout the proceedings 
and act carefully on his advice.

* ( S d j) A, Mackenzie.

136

Judicial Proceedings A ., No. 178 :

From Lieutenant-Colonel J. R. Pughe, Inspector-General of Police, 
Lower Provinces, to the Secretary to the Government of 
Bengal,—(No. 8041, dated Fort William, the 28th October 
1868).

Sir,
With reference to your N o. 5683, dated the 26th instant, 

I have the honour to request that you will submit to the Lieutenant- 
Governor that my reasons for not entering into the question 
reported in my letter of the 14th idem., were that I have addressed 
the LieutettantiGovernor demi-officially on the subject, and that-
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in that communication I have m entioned that I had directed 
Mr. Reily ( who had heard my views on the question) to call 
upon you, from whom he had directly received his original ins­
tructions.

2. In questions of this descriptio.n, it appears to me that 
there should be as little publicity as possible, until the authorities 
are quite ready to act, and that such an investigation should 
( as now ordered ) be conducted by one officer, who, from his 
antecedents, is specially qualified for the work.

3. I think it necessary to offer this explanation, as I should 
be very sorry that Lieutenant-Governor should suppose that I would 
overlook what I should otherwise consider my duty, upon a mere 
question of etiquette.

( Sd. ) J. R. Pughe.

137
Judicial Proceedings A ., No. 179 ;

From Rivers Thompson, Esq., officiating Superintendent and
Remembrancer of Legal Affairs to the Officiating Junior
Secretary to the Goverment of B engal,— (No. 1859, dated
F ort William, the 30th October, 1868).

Sir,
I have the honour to acknowlege the receipt of your letter No. 

5687, dated 26th October last with its enclosures, regarding the 
proceedings of the Police in the case of certain Mahomedan fana­
tics of the Wahabee or Ferazee sect, now in custody on suspicion of 
having been concerned in abetting the waging of waf against the 
Queen in the North-West Frontier of British India.

2. As regards the depositions recorded by the officiating 
Magistrate of Maldah, in the case, I have already reported in my 
letter No. 1835 of the 27th instant that in the absence of any san­
ction by the Goyernment of the institution of these proceedings as 
required by Section 165 of the Criminal Procedure Code, the charge 
against the parties arrested was informally entertained by that 
Offier, and that it would be necessary for the Government to author­
ise such prosecutions against the accused to legalise procedure.
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3. I have been requested further to advise the Gdvernment
generally upon the conduct o f  the case, and have the honour in  
reply to submit the following observations. r

4. A great- deal of the information which is eonstained in 
Mr. O’Kinealy’s letter is to be found much more fully detailed in 
No. XLII of the Selections from the Records o f  the Government o f  
Bengal, being the papers relating to the trial of Moulvie AhmedollV 
of Patna and others.

5. I t  would be very (much) advisable in the event of Govern­
ment determining to carry on the prosecution’ of parties recently 
arrested in Maldah and at Rajmehal on suspicion of having commi­
tted offences under Chapter vi o f the Penal Code, that a copy o f  
these Selections should be placed in the hands o f all officers conduc­
ting these prosecutions. *

6. They contain not only a vast amount of1 general infor­
mation regarding the Wahabea sect but would be useful as showing 
the procedure followed in the trial of Moulvie Ahmedolla and otfrers 
on charges under Sections 121-122 of the Penal Code in 1864-65.

7. It would also, I think, conduce to the success of any 
prosecutions which may be commenced, if the conduct o f the 
same as regards the trial of parties arrested by the Police should 
be in the hands of one officers. I ascertain that there are already 
parties under arrest in Rajmehal and at Maldah, and from infor­
mation which Mr. Reily has given me there would seem to be 
grounds for believing that others in neighbouring districts are 
implicated in the commission e f  similar offences. It would obvious­
ly be of advantage, if prosecutions for political offences of the na­
ture under consideration Be commenced that one officer should be 
empowered to try all the cases. It seems necessary to point out 
that much of the information which is now before Government 
as regards the seditious proceedings of large number of the Waha- 
bee sect in M aldah and neighbouring districts, was reported to 
Government by Mr. T. E. Ravenshaw and is contained in the me­
morandum which forms a part of the. Selections No. XLII, above 
r e f e r r e d  to. At page 139, he gives an account o f preachings and 
collection o f arnjs and treasonable papers anjong the Ferazee
population of Maldah, and reports th£*t though the fact had been 
d^mi-officially corpmunjcated, tQ (government, no proceedings

4 0 -
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Against the suspected 'parties were thought advisable at the time.
Again at page 157-158, the names of several of the leaders o f the
sect in Maldah are given, the fact that preachings-and collections
were going (oji in that- district was brought to  the/notice  of 
■Government. ( .

8. I call attention to these points, as the evidence which 
tire Magistrate of Maldah has now recorded, to some extent 
refers to the proceeedings of the sect during the time of the 
British campaign in lylulka ( and ) Sitana. The evidence seems 
to  establish that during the last five years Naseer Sirdar [ i.e., 
N azir Sirdar], the principal defendant now in arrest, has been 
in the habit of preaching a jehad or holy war, for the esta­
blishm ent of the Mahomedan faith against infidels generally ; 
th a t with a view to giving support to this movement, collec­
tions have been ..continuously made1, and-especially at the time
o f  the Eed 'festival, which, it is said, are forwarded to the Norths 
W est Frontier for the purpose of war.

9. I f  this evidence is credible and I see no reason to 
•doubt it, it would seem that this seditious preaching of disaffect­
ion among a population owing allegiance to the Queen, has 
been continuously followed, in the Maldah district, even after 
the  disclosures made in the trial of Ahmedolla at Patna in 1864- 
€5, and that within the current year contributions have been 
received in money and grain from all classes of Musliman creed, 
fo r the promotion of jehad. The difficulty in the present case 
arises from a want of proof o f the final disppsal of this money. 
Direct evidence on this point is to be found in the testimony of 
only two witnesses, who speak of having accompanied Naseer 
with Rupees 730, which were paid over to one Moulvie Ibrahim 
near Rajmehal. ( There is a Moulvie Ibrahim of Palaspore, 
mentioned at page 156 o f Selections No. X L II) .  There is no further
account before us yet of what became of this money, and I
would also notice as regards the evidence of the two witnesses

j . who depose to its being taken to Ibrahim,*1 find that Chowkee ,  ̂ r  f
Sh iek  says in cross- that one Chowkee Sheik* speaks of the event
*po“ e no fi0threehayears as havin8 happened three years ago, and
ago from  fear, and  the other, Asmutolla, “ in Phalgoon last, about 
th a t  th e  event happe- .
ned  only seven m on ths seven m onths ago . All the details, howe-
before- ver, in their evidence seem to refer to the
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same fact, and' proof of it would de easily attainable as many 
persons are named as having been employed- in its removal 
to Rajmehal.

10. If  the fact be as stated, probably Mr. Reily would be 
able to ascertain what became of this money. At present we have- 
only evidence that it reached Ibrahim Moulvie, who I believe 
has been arrested, and if there is no proof that the money went 
any further, the case would fall far short of what was required and 
obtained in Ahmedolla’s trial.

1-1. A reference to Section 12-1 of the Penal Code wilf 
show that attempts and abetments o f waging waf against the 
■Queen are punishable in the same way as the offence itself; 
Express provision is made for their punishment, whether the oflence 
of waging war is committed or not, but when preparations are 
made in the way of collecting money with a view to committing the 
offence of waging war, such acts would be shown to have some 
■connection in aid of those who were waging or intending to­
wage war. The record of the case as before me, is deficient 
•on this point. There is the evidence of one man, who deposes 
that on the instigation of Naseer and Ibrahim he went up to- 
the frontier and joined those in hostility to Government. There 
is no doubt as to his having been in Sitana, for he gives detailed 
accounts of all his experiences in the expedition, but his story 
relates to the war on the frontier five years ago. Possibly further 
•enquiries would lead to the establishment of material facts connec­
ted with the final disposal of the funds collected by the parties 
now under custody.

12. But if no such proof is obtainable, and there is no­
trace of the money having gone out of the hands of Ibrahim 
Mundu], it seems to me very doubtful whether the charges under 
Section 121 and 122 of the Penal Code, could be established 
against those arrested in Maldah.

13. In the case of Ahmedolla, tried at Patna, the.whole 
evidence was much more complete than anything that has as 
yet been attempted here. The Judge laid down that “ three things, 
have to be p roved ,-1 s t , the fact that as stated in the Calendar 
there was a w ar- wag^d against the Queen ; 2nd, that this war 
was waged or abetted, or that preparations for it were.made by*
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persons owing allegiance to  the'Queen < 3rd, that the prisofier was 
implicated in these treasonable proceedings'’.

14. The High Court, in the trial before it, recjtiifed proofs 
-on the same facts, and a conviction followed upon very detailed 
proof, both oral and documentary, connecting the conspirators at 
Patna with the war on the frontier. In tire present case, as far 
as the enquiry has now gone, there is full proof of seditious 
preaching and collections of money for the purpose o f a jehad 
generally, but nothing to show that it  was connected with the 
hostilities in the North-W est Frontier ; and-as regards the funds 
collected there is actually no proof that they went further than 
tt>’ Ibrahim Moulvie, who resides near the-Rajiftehal Station, which 
is twenty miles from M aldah.

(Sd.) Rives Thompson.

138
Judicial Proceedings A N o s  180-183 :

From Lieutenant-Colonel J. R. Pughe, Inspector-General of Police, 
Lower Provinces, to the Officiating Secretary to the Govern­
ment of Bengal, - (No. 8261, dated Fort William, the 4th 
November, 1868).

Sir,
In continuation of my No. 8041 A of 28th ultimo, I have the 

honour to fofward, for the orders of the Lieutenant-Governor, 
a  narrative of the proceedings of the Special Police, when enquir­
ing into the conduct of certain Mussulmen, who tvere supposed 
to  be ehgaged in organising & jehad against the Government.

2. The movement appears, as far as our present information 
goes, to  be insignificant, although even in its present form it 
must tfend to keep up an irritable feeling against the British 
athorities. I quite agree ■tfith the Deputy Inspector-General 
th a t t*h6 leaders alone should b'e prosecuted. I prOpQse, iti accor­
dance with yoiir No.5645 of 21st October, 1868, that the special 
Assistant, Nobokistd Ghose, be employed iti qnietly prO'seeutiftg
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frtfffier enqUitifcS in afiy other district whefe similar disaffection 
is Su|)j5bSed to tx is t ; a recifrd o f  his pifodeedingS Will be submitted 
to GdVe'fnfnetit.

Enclosure A

Ff&ifi J. H. Reiljr, Esq., Deputy Inspector-General, Special Police, 
to the PtffSoftal Assistant to the Inspector-General of Police, 

^JLower Province's, (N o . 319, dated Calcutta, the 2nd 
jNovember, Il868 ).

ave the hdfiour to submit a narrative of the proceedings 
[Special Police with respect to certain Mahor&edan fa'natrcs 
isttibts Of Maldah and Rajmehal.
The infdrniation regarding these iften was Submitted to 
pnt by the 'Comtinissrotifers of Rajshahye and Bhaugufpore, 
s directed t6 institute inquiries.
selected the Extra Assistant, Nobokisto Ghose, to proceed 
e to Rajmehal, and to  report what he could discover 

Ibrahim Mundul of Islampore, who, it was stated, 
onveniently near the line of the East Ifidia Railway atid 
rom the Station of Pak&re, whencfe, it was mentioned, 

®\en and remitted money to the Hindoostanee fanatics 
frontier, who it is well known are Opposed to the 

yernment. I selected the Extra Assistant, because he 
service in the Former investigations conducted by 

Captain ^Parsons, when he received a reward of Rupees 1,0()0 
for his services.

4/  On his arrival at Rajmehal he reported himself to the 
Assistant Commissioner Mr. Wilmot, who suggested that since 
the collections of money for seditious purposes appeared to prevail 
chiefly1 at a place called Kallea Chuck, it w£§ advisable fctr 
the Ext^£v Assistant to proceed there in disguise atid itiake Bis 
equiries.

5. T^e Extra Assistant found that contrbutions Wfere opeftly 
made in several villages contiguous to Kallea CBtick fbr a jehad 
or religious war against the English, with the intentioh of 
restoring the Mahomedan rule, and driving the Kafir [i.e., infidel], 
English, out of the country.
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6. For three days the Extra Assistant managed to make 
his enquiries privately by passing himself off as a silk merchant; 
but on the fourth day it was rumoured that he was a Police 
Officer who had come to investigate into the proceedings of the 
Mahomedans, and the men who took a leading part in-4hose 
proceedings made up their minds to abscond. The Extra Assistant 
informed me by telegram that he had succeded in finding good 
evidence, and at the same time proceeded to .the Magistrate o f 
Maldah, and represented to him the facts he had discovered / and 
obtained a warrant for the arrest of the persons named in*j the

margin*. These men were/^rres-
'  I  g £ L SiKtn°ofS ? „ 8mpo«. <«<i by the S»b-I„Spec i r  ( o f

3. A b d u l W ah ib  o f  L u k h ip o re . Police) Kallea Chuck, who was
4. Jumon Sheik o f  Lukhopore. . .1 .
5. S o o k u n  M o lia h  o f  A g am ilk ee . very prompt m securing the
7. Dunnoo (^ze^of°Muzumpore: Prisoners before theyj could
8. N o^azee  M oliah  o f  M azum pore. complete t h e i r  a r r a n g e in e n t s  to

conceal themselves.-
7. I left for Kallea Chuck at once and reached tjfie place 

on the night the men were arrested. I lost no time, in accor­
dance with Section 145 of the Criminal Procedure Code, to 
examine orally the persons acquainted with the. facts and cir­
cumstances of the case. Finding from such examination that 
there was sufficient evidence to establish the serious efharge of 
aiding and abetting the enemies of the Government against the 
men named above, I proceeded to M aldah and requested the^, 
Magistrate of that district to record the statements of fEe wit­
nesses' in the presence of the prisoners, as I had been ueputed 
by Government to enquire into these matters. The Magistrate 
accordingly examined sixteen persons.

8. The evidence of the witnesses established that Nazir 
Sirdar was the leader of this movement; that he had taken an 
active and' prominent part for several years ; that he .had in­
duced several men from that part of the district to p roved  on 
jehad to join the Hindostanees at Mulka and Sitana; and that 
he and his agents had levied contributions from all Mussulmans

on  account of jehad.
9. The contributions made were, 1st, Fiterah or a tax per 

head for every member of family in each household or home­
stead, according to the market value of two seers of wheat,



2nd, 'Moottah [ i..e„ Musti ] or a handful- of fice laid by each 
timfc "rice was cooked in a homestead, and the quantity thus 
set apart was taken once a week to the Masjid ; 3rd, Jakat 
\-Zakat ] or an income tax of two and a half per cent from 
all persons engag6d in trade o r business of any kind.

10. I beg to submit a statement Showing the evidence which 
has been recorded against each of the prisoners arrested at 
Kallea Chuck in Maldah.

11. The evidence of the witnesses examined by the Magis­
trate of M aldah, also implicate Ibrahim Mu'ndul as the head 
centre, to whom Nazir Sirdar sent all sums of money collec­
t e d ^  him and his agents; and who, it is proved, received 
those contributions avowedly to remit the same to the fanatics 
across the frontier. The Magistrate of Maldah accordingly 
issued a warrant for the arrest of Ibrahim. I then proceeded 
to Rajmehal, but found that if I went to Islampore, Ibrahim 
Mundul would rnost likely escape by the Railway and join the 
fanatics across the frontier. I, therefore, arranged with the Extra 
Assistant th ^ f”h.c..<sli6uld proceed to the' village of / Islampore 
in disguise, figrlftnf Ibrahim ’s house, and that he shpul^jarHSige 
to arrest hlsy*- v j i e n  1 y. The Extra Assistant, in tiia. evoking, 
went to the'village disguised as a Mohomedan ; fortunately one 
of the first persorfs he met was a nephew of Ibrahim, with whom 
he entered into conversation passing himself off a» school 
master or teacher who was anxious to secure pupils. The young 
man offered no J_ake him to his uncle’s house an«J to introduce 
him to "Ibrahim as one most likely'to help him *n finding pupils. 
The ExtnT~Assistknt went to the house, and with the help of 
two constables [ Policemen j, who had^followed him at 
some distance, arrested Ibrahim ; and when just outside the 
village met Mr. Wilmot and his Assistant, Mr. Beams, who 
had gone to the village on an elephant to assist Bxtra Assis­
tant in securing Ibrahim. I herewith submit statement No. 2 
shewing the evidence which has been recorded before the Assis­
tant Commissioner of Rajmehal in the case against Ibrahim Mun­
dul o f Islampore.

12. The evidence is conclusive and establishes that Ibra­
him is the head centre o f the movement; that collections for
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jehad are p^itj to hinj-; that he greaphe^ a reljgjou$.war ^gainst 
the English; that he hiipself collects money for this purpqse; 
that he uses some degree of pressure to do this by putting out 
of paste [ i. by ostracising ] those who refuse to-. su})§gribQ, 
and promising blessijigs and grgaj privileges to those who* do 
subscribe. The reeeipt by him of Rupees 730, polleptpd by Nazir 
Sirdar and his agents, is, clearly proved against him. There is 
every probability that fresh evidence will come to ^ight as the 
enquiry prQceeds.

13. From information already obtained, it is evident th,at
similar colletions and preachings have been general amcjngst the 
Mahomedan population in other districts\ and unless active Jgea- 
sures are adopted t? check this fanatical movement, it is likely 
to spread throughout Bengal. The Sirdars or leaders find it a 
profitable-speculation, and I have reason t<? believe that & very 
sqiall portion of the sums of money collected finds its way beyond 
the. frontier; that a very large percentage is appropriated to their 
own benefit by these Sirdars. /

14. I must also state that from all that I have observed 
it appears to me that w,ere it not for the p^ins and social 
penalties attached to the fear of excommunication,or putting out 
o f caste, very few of the r y o t s  would subscribe, and for this 
reason alone I would respectfully submit that the Sirdars or 
leaders are-\the only persons justly liable to punishment. What 
can be expetted from an ignorant ryot when his Moliah or 
Priest preaches'^“ deen and jehad” and threatens (excommunica­
tion if he refuses to subscribe ?

15. I may also remark that this movement does not in­
clude any influential zemindar or landholcjpp; but is confined 
chiefly to men like Nazir Sirdar and Ibrahim, men who have 
a local influence only, because they are recognised by the Mou- 
Ivies as leaders in this religious movement. One of the chief 
inducements held o u t/fo  a ryot is the privilege of hglding his 
land free of rent; it is not likely, therefore, that a zemindar 
or- landholder would support such movement. The return of She 
deluded men who have been to the mountains, and whose reli­
gious z$q.l has bepn considerably cooled by the snow and; the 
hardships they h§ve experienced, has served to open the eyps
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of the people and a sect has sprung up, the leaders' of 'Which 
teach that contributions to jehad are an impositiou ; and th a t 
charity and prayers are all that are required of an orthodox 
Mahomedan.

16. The Assistant Commissioner of Rajmehal directed th& 
Assistant Superintendent ( of police ) to arrest the two men n&med

» . . ,  „  . in the margin,* who held sedi-
*1 . E m a ru t Jem ad a r o f  H u rr ip o re . . . . . . .

2. S tio riu t B isw as o f  H a r r ip o re .  tious m ettm gs i n  their house;,
also Jumirooddin of Loharpore, 

who had been to jehad and had been drilled by the Hindoos- 
tanees at Mulka.

 ̂ 1/f. In conclusion, I beg to observe that the charge I intend,
to bring against these men is that of “ abetment or an attempt 
to wage war against the Queen”  under Sections 108 <and 12Z 
of the Penal CJode. Though there is no evidence at present to  
prove that the money avowedly collected for jehad passes beyond 
Ibrahim Mundul, yet it appears to me, since the ^intention o f  
the prisoners in making those collections is established by the 
evidence already recorded, they are liable to punishment under 
Explanation 2 attached to Section 108 of the Penal Code, which 
states distinctly “ that to constitute the offence of abetment, it. 
is not necessary that the act abetted should be committed” . 
Nazir Sirdar and his agents, and Ibrahim -Mundul, according, 
to the evidence recorded at Maldah and Rajmehal, have commi­
tted the offence of abetment by collection o f money to support 
those who are attempting to wage war against Government, and  
such intention is sufficient for conviction so far as they are 
concerned. If the offence had been committed, it would make: 
those liable to punishment who committed such offence, bu t 
would not increase or decrease in any manner the legal conse­
quences to which the prisoners have made themselves liable by 
their acts.

41—
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Abstract o f evidence recorded before the Magistrate o f  Maldah.

No. 1 Against Nazir Sirdar :

1. KoodrootooIIah. - Has paid Nazir one Rupee during last 
five years for jehad .expenses, by which be now understands war 
with the English.

2. Thakoordas Mundul. - Nazir Sirdar receives every Fri­
day rice, which is sold and paid to him for the support of the 
people fighting against the Government.

3. Pauch Couree Kubraj. - Has paid Nazir during last Eed 
a  Fiterah, 14 annas, for support of war against the Queen in 
the North-West. Has paid this six or seven years. Nazir has 
to ld  him that the result o f  the jehad will be a Mohomedan 
Kingdom when no .rent will be paid.

4. Suderooddin Sheik. - Nazir induced him to go to the 
North-W est, ^ lie re , Nazir said, there will be a great fight against 
the English Government, and the Europeans will be driven out , 
o f  the country, and each men was to get a Jagir.

5. Rungoo Mundul. - Has paid Nazir and Abdul Wahid 
( Wahib ] 3 Rupees annually for the last eight years, i. e., Rupees
2-8 [ Rs. 2£ ] as Zakat and 8 annas as Fiterah. Money paid for 
supporting the war against the English Government in the North- 
West Frontier, and there will be no rfent to pay after the English 
have been driven out.

6. Chokoo Sheik. - Has paid Nazir Sirdar 14 annas yearly
towards sending the people in the North-West for their support, 
who are fighting with the Government. Has been with Nazir,
and paid Ibrahim Mundul Rupees 730 for jehad. Nazir sent
Johurooddin to jehad and supported his wife; and also sent Basa.

7. Deedar Box. - During last four years has paid Nazir
for purposes of jehad, i. e., fight with the Government, a t (the) 
rate of Rupees 5 yearly. In May last paid 13 Rupees 4 annas.

8. Denoo Sheik. - Paid Nazir 11 pice yearly during last
ten years as Fiterah. Nazir sends money to the jehad in the 
North-West against the Government. Told by Nazir that they 
are  to get their lands rent-free.

Enclosure B : -
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9. Asmutooilah Shik.—Nazir has been Sirdar for the last 
ten or twelve years, and superintends the gathering o f Mootee 
[Musti], Fiterah, Zakat and employs other persons in doing this. 
Nazir preaches for jehad, which, he says, is going on in Sitana 
to drive the English out of the country, when no m ore rent wilt 
be paid, He collects money for jehad. Has himself paid N azir 
last May 8 annas 3 pice, and has been paying for the last ten years. 
Nazir Sirdar makes the collections. Went \yith Nazir last Phal- 
goon and paid Rupees 730 to Ibrahim for jehad.*

10. Tincfouree Sheik.—Paid Nazir Sirdar 6 annas Fiterah. As 
witness did not pay last year, he was outcasted by N azir Sirdar, 
the collections are sent by Nazir to  support jehad against the 
English.

11. Bolay Sheik.—Paid Nazir Sirdar 3 annas after Eed.
12. Etwaree Sheik. - Paid Nazir Sirdar 5 annas as Fiterah.

His father paid 6 annas to Nazir, who sends money collected to  
Ibrahim for jehad or war in the North-W est, when they are to get 
their lands rent free. '

13. Chumroo Mollah. - Nazir collects the money ,and says 
it is sent to Ibrahim Mundul of Islarppore for the support o f 
persons carryingjehad against the Enlish. Pays Moottee.

14. Sabahat Morul (Mural).—His father paid ihh is presence
5 Rupees in may last to Nazir for jehad 'a gainst the British Govern­
ment.

Enclosuee C

Abstract o f evidence recorded before the Magistrdte o f Maldah.

No. 2 .—Against Goonm Khan :

1. Chumroo Mollah. - Paid 2 annas as Fiterah to Gooruq 
Khan.

2. Asmutooilah. - Went with Nazir, Goorun Khan and others 
to  Ibrahim Mundul and delivered to him Rupees 730.

3. Ghokoo Sheik. - Went with Nazir, Goorun Khan and 
others to Ibrahim Mundul, and delivered to him Rupees 730.
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Enclosure D
Abstrat o f  evidence recorded before the Magistrate o f Maldah.

No. 3 Against Abdul Wahid [ Wahib ]

1. Harris Shaha. - Heard from Abdul Wahib ( defendant ) 
tha t rice deposited ift the Mosque is sold, a.nd the proceeds 
■deposited with Nazir Sirdar, who forwards the money to the 
North-West to support war waged against the English.

2,. Rungoo Munduh - Has paid Nazir and Abdul Wahib
3, Rup,ees annually for the last eight years, to support war against 
the  English Government on the frontier, when there will be no 
je n t to pay after the English has been driven out.

3. Deedar Bux. - Has paid Abdul Wahib Moottee, Fiterah, 
■Zakat. fqr jehad or a fight with the Government.

4.  ̂Asmutoollah. - Went to [ with ? ] Abdul Wahib and paid 
Hupees 730 to Ibrahim for jehad.

5. .f 'erin ..'W as taken by Abdul Wahib and Joomun, when 
he paid 1-7 -annas to Nazir for support o f jehad going on the 
North-West to establish Mohomedan Kingdom, when they shall

j)ay .no rent.
6. Sabahat Morul. - Abdul Wahib, Joomun, Dookha came 

to  his father’s house and called him to Nazir Sirdar, when his 
father paid 5-Rupees to Nazir Sirdar.

7. Koodootollah. - Paid Nazir in the presence of Abdul 
W ahib.
1 8. Chokoo Sheik. - Knows that Nazir, Abdul Wahib, Joo­

m un and Dookha collect Fiterah, Moottee, Zakat in the village 
and send men to the North-West to fight the English Government.

9. Asmutoollah. - The rest of the defendants are helpers 
o f  Nazir in  collecting money. Abdul Wahib collects the rice at 
the Mosqus.

10. Chumroo Mollah.- Abdul Wahib has charge of the 
M oottee or rice collections.
Enclosure E  :-
Abstract o f evidence recorded before the Magistrate o f Maldah.

No. 4.~ Against Joomun.

1. Zameer Sheik. - Paid to Joomun and Laksee Sheik Fiterah
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and Zakat 10 annas before and 7£ annas last year ; sent to the
North-W estto fight the Kafirs.,f* ' • f

2.  Ferin. - Paid 17 annas. Joomun and Abdul Wahib took 
him when he paid to Nazir ,for support of jehad going on in 
tfie North-West to’establish M ahom etan Kindoni, when we shall 
pay no rent.

3. Sabahat M oral. - Abdul Wahib, Joomun and Dookha 
c^me to his father’s house and calleci him to Nazir, to whom

"his father paid Rupees 5 in his presence for jehad against British 
Government.

*4. Jomeer Sheik. - States that he paid 1,0 annas last year to 
Joomun, who said the money was sent to North-West to fight' the- 
Kafirs.

5. Asmutoollah, - States that he went with Nazir,- Joomun 
and others and delivered Rupees 730 to Ibrahim Mundul, when 
Joomun carried Rupees 200 of this sum.

Enclosure F . ' “A 

Abstract o f evidence recorded before the Magistrate o f Maldah.

No. 5 - Against Sookun Mollah :

1. Najiboollah Sheik. - States that he paid Sookun Mojlah 
and Dookha'9 annas for two years, as they threatened to^outcaste 
him. Paid for jehad in the North-West in support of men fighting 
against the Queen.

Enclosure G : -

Abstract o f evidence recorded before the Magistrate o f  Maldah.

No. 6. - Against Dookha Sheik :

1. Palo6 Sheik. - Has -paid Dookha 4 annag to make over to 
N aiir ; has paid this six or seven years to support jehad against 
tKe Qufcen by which the Governhlent is to be ifpset.

2. Shumroo Mollah. - Paid 2 annas as Fiterah to Dookha 
Sheik.
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3. Sabahat Moruj. - Abdul Wahib, Joomun and Dookha 
came to his father’s house and called his father to Nazir Sirdar, 
to  whom he paid Rupees 5 in his presence for jehad against 
the British Government.

4. Najiboollah Sheik. - Paid Dookha and Sookun „Mollah 
Fiterah and Zakat, as they threatened to outcaste him .:, paid 
9 annas for two years. They openly said that they are sending 
money to the North-West to support the men flighting against 
the Queen.

5. Asmutoollah. - States that he went with Nazir, Dookha 
and others and delivered Rupees 730 to Ibrahim Mundul, when 
Dookha carried rupees 180.

6. Manick Kurmokar. - Dookha collects two handful of rice 
for Nazii;Sirdar.

Enclosure H

Abstract o f  evidence recorded before the Magistrate o f Maldah.

No. 7. - Against Brnnoo Gazee :

His own confession that he went to jehad and was there 
sometimes.

J. Sudderooddin. - I saw him in the war. He was employed 
in fitting stocks to muskets and handles to swords.

Enclosure 1

Abstract o f evidence recorded before the Magistrate o f Maldah.

No. 8. - Against Nowazee Moliah.

1. Asmutoollah. - Nowazee collects money openly for the
jehad.

2. Sudderooddin Sheik. - Novyazee Sheik asked him to pay 
Fiterah and Zakat for jehad, which is now being carried on against 
the British Government. He would not eat with us, jyid told 
us we should pay for war with the British Government in the 
North-West.
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3. Jameer Sheik. - States that Nowazee Mollah came to his 
village and collected Fiterah and Zakat.

4: Asmtitoollah. - States (that) he went with Nazir, Nowazee 
Sheik and others and delivered Rupees 73b to Ibrahim.

( S d . ) J .  H. Reily.
4th November, 1868.

Enclosure J :—

Abstract o f evidence recorded' before the Assistant Commissioner of.
Rajmehal.

Against Ibrahim Mundul of Islampore :

1. Ameeroollah Biswas of Sahibgunge. - States ( that ) he 
has .paid Fiterah and Moottee during three years, viz., the first 
year 6 annas, second year 3 annas 6 pie, then 8 annas; the 
fourth year he petitioned the Magistrate of Moorshedabad about 
these illegal contributions. The Magistrate searched Ibrahim’s 
house but found nothing. This was in Paus or Magh, 1 127f 
B. S. After that the house of the witness was burnt down and he 
was put out of caste ; and witness suffurred greatly in consequence, 
as also his children ; and he was compelled at last to get re­
admitted into the Islamee sect, for which he paid 1 Rupee 8 
annas. The head of the sect is Ibrahim. Jooloomee Mundul 
collects money and pays to Ibrahim. The Mundul told him that 
if he lied before a Nazarene [ i.e., a Christian ], it would'count 
for holiness.

2. Najeeb Sheikh of Ramessurpore. - He is a Mooreed [i. e., 
disciple] of Ibrahim Mundul of Islampore for the last twenty 
years, whose former name was Docowree Mundul of Jawdangah. 
Pays Fiterah to Ibrahim at 8 pice 2 for every soul in his homestead; 
there are twenty .souls in.his homestead. Has also given a handful 
of rice and a percentage of 12 annas on the produce of his 
lands. Pays these to sirdar Jenoo Mundul, who tells him that 
the money is forwarded to. maintain jehad against the Company

1. Paus is the ninth and Magh is the tenth months of the Bengali Calendar."» r. \ "
2. 8 pice is 2 annas or one-eight o f a Rupee.
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B^hadoor I British Government ! ]. Ibrahim comes once a year 
to his village, and tells them all that their prayers will be usejess 
unless they subscribe to jehad. Saw Ibrahim  receive above Rupees 
150 from Jenoo Kadir at Bohisbathan. Jenoo has been to jehad. 
The rule is those who do not subscribe are put out o f caste. 
Witness was made Ibrahim’s Mooreed at Jenoo Musjid at Ramessur- 
pore.

3. Sudderooddin Sheik of Bablah. - Sixyears ago, Nazir Sir­
dar sent him with a letter to Ibrahim at Islampore, who sent him 
with others to Patna, thence to Umballah [ i.e., Ambala in the 
Punjab] , then with a Cossid [i.e. Qasid or messenger] to M ulka, 
wliere he remanined about one year. When the English troops 
came, they went to Sitana. Witness took this opportunity to  
desert, and was arrested by the English at Tapee. Detained for 
six months.

4. Gubar Sheik of Remessurpore.- Has seen Ibrahim Mundul 
in his village for the last five years ; witness pays Jenoo Mundul 
6 pice for every- soul in his homestead ; has paid this for the 
last four years. Paid 8 annas and 4 annas .to Jenoo, who gave 
the money to Ibrahim to send where the fighting is going on. 
Jenoo and Ibrahim tell him ( th a t )  the Mahomedan Raj [i.e.t 
rule ] will be established by their help. I f  any ( one ) refuses 
to contribute, he is put out of caste. In about twelve villages 
the Munduls collect these subscriptions who keep something and 
give the remainder to Ibrahim. Last year at the time o fE e d a t 
Jenoo Masjid, Ibrahim received money from Jenoo, Rusool Bux, 
Kadir and Noorudy [ Nur al-Din ] Mundul. - Ibrahim-is the head 
of the sect.

5. Shareatoollah of Harreapore. - Admits ( that ) eighteen 
Bengalee letters were found (in) his house and one Nagree. Admits- 
meeting of Moulvies in his and Emrut Jemadar’s house. Jenoo- 
Mundul has been to jehad.

6. ^Danish Mundul o f Debadaspore. - States ( th a t)  Ibrahim 
alias Docowree is the head of the sect of Mahomedans1. Mun­
duls collect Zakat, Fiterah and Movtiee and make over to Ibra­
him Mundul, who forwards to North-West for jehad expenses'..

1. Probably Muhammadi by which name they were known.
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About eight months ago, there was a meeting ofMoulvies. Ibra­
him is his cousin. The Kallea Chuck Sub-Inspector ( of Police) 
Elahi Bukhsh, attended the meeting. States ( that ) Ibrahim 
often asked him to get recruits for jehad for the services of Syed 
Ahmed [ i. e., Sayyid Ahmad Shahid ].

7. Lahabaree Sheik. - Gives Fiterah; is taught, prayears 
are useless unless he subscribes; paid one years 3 annas 9 pie, 
the second year 5 annas 3 pie to Fakir Mahmud Sirdar, who 
says that the money is sent to Ibrahim of Islampore for jehad 
purposes, i. e., fighting against the English. Ibrahim has preached 
in the village Masjid to contribute Fiterah and Zakat for jehad.

8. Emarut Mundul of Debadaspore. - Has paid Fiterah last 
year 3 annas 9 pie; the first year fr'annas 3 pie to Jenoo Mundul 
of Remessurpore who has been to jehad. Heard that Ibrahim 
Mundul receives the money and sends to the jehad where the Mu­
ssulmans are fighting the English. If  he did not pay Fiterah, he 
would be put out of caste. Ibrahim was his Moorsheed [ i. e., spri- 
tual guide]; taught by Jenoo and accepted by Ibrahim, who has 
been thrice to Jenoo’s house to my knowledge.

9. Hakim Duffadar of Shitanathpore. - Ibrahim is his Moor­
sheed ; told him to pay Fiterah and Moottee ; was made a Sufee in 
Hayat Mundul’s Baitok khanah [ drawing room ] paid to Hayat 
Mcndul 1 anna 6 pie as Fiterah. Ibrahim told him that the 
money is sent for jehad, that is war between English and Mahome- 
dans. Mentions a great meeting at Emarut Jemadar’s house at 
Hansenugur. Put out o f caste, if Fiterah is not paid.

10. Gurribollah of Debadaspore. - Ibrahim Moulvie made 
him a Sufee, and told him to pay Fiterah and Moottee to Emarut, 
Ec w iom  he has paid 4 annas 6 pie. The Moulvie took him 
to JLfcshim Mundul, and told him to obey him in every way. 
D rahm  sands collections to jehad for fighting the English. Jenoo

| Mundnl has been to jehad.
. 11. Zamirooddin of Sohurpore. - Six years ago returned 

from jehad, went to Abdool G.unee’s house at Soorujgurrah, then 
to Patna, and then to Buxar, then to Rawul Pindee, when a cossid 
took him to Mulka. Troops, 400 or 500 men, had a gun and a 
rvord, learnt drill.

| 42—
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Ferin of Sursai. - Paid Fiterah once to Goorum Khan 2 annas 
6 pie and to Nazir Sirdar 2 annas ; Nazir said, it was to fight 
the English. The Mahomedans were to possess the country. Last 
Falgoon1 went with Nazir Sirdar and other6 to Ibrahim Muindul and 
saw Ruppees 730 paid to him. Ibrahim said, he would send the 
money to the North-West. Ibrahim has been to their Musjid at 
Sursai, and he talked of the delay in getting money for'~Zakat~Snd 
Fiterah, and it was for their faith and the jehad.

13. Shukkoo of Sursai. - Ibrahim Mundul’s former name was 
Docouree at Jawdangah. Nazir is the Sirdar who collects Fiterah 
and Zakat ; paid these for last seven years. Nazir collects jehad 
expenses against the English. He remits the money to Ibrahim, 
who sends it to the West. Been taking money to Ibrahim. Last 
Falgoon went with Nazir and others with Rupees 730 which Ibra­
him received in his presence.

14. Asmutoollah of Agamilki. - Ibrahim Mundul of Islam­
pore has been frequently to his village to collect, and induce the 
people to give Fiterah and to help those o f their faith on the hills 
who are fighting with the English when [ by which ? ] the Maho- 
medan rule will be established in each village. Nazir has been a 
Sirdar. Been paying for the last ten or twelve years to Nazir Sir­
dar and others, and paid Rupees 70 to Ibrahim, who said, he would 
send it to the West. He has sent several men from this part 
of the country to the jehad.

(Sd.) J. H. Reily.
4th November, 1868,
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Judicial Proceedings A . No. 184 : (|

From C. W. Wilmot, Esq., Assistant Commissioner of Sonfha,! 
Pergunnahs, Rajmehal, to  the Officiating Secretary to th'e 
Government of Bengal,— (No. 1748, dated Rajmelial, tap 
4th November, 1868). |.

1. Falgoon or Phalgun is the 1 ltb month of the Bengali calendar.
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Sir;
I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter 

No. 5737 of 28th ultimo, and to state in reply that your orders, 
conveyed therein, shall be strictly attended'to.

2. I think it right to bring to your notice, fo r any orders 
that may be necessary, that through some oversight the name 
of “ Jsharut Jemadar” appears in the -margin of your letter 
instead of Emarut Jemadar, which it should have been.

3. Having heard that the men named in the margin* would
probably abscond, if not prevented, and having [obtained ?] “ sworn
„ , information” that they had been acting as
* 1. C h u p p o o  B isw a s. . . . .  ,

2. T e en o o  S h e ik h , collectors of subscriptions under Ibrahim
3. S u d d o o  S h e ik h . Mundul, I directed their apprehension on the 

29th ultimo, and I no^v solicit orders, under Section 166 of the Code 
of Criminal Procedure, to prosecute them on such charges under 
Chapter VI of the Indian Penal Code, as I may be hereafter directed.

( Sd. ) C. W. Wilmot.
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Judicial Proceedings A., No. 185 :

From H. L. Dampier, Esq., Officiating Secretary to the Govern­
ment of Bengal, to the Secretary to the Government of 
India, Home Department,—( No. 6051, dated Fort William, 
the 1 Oth November, 1868).

Sir,
It having been brought to the Lieutenant-Governor’s notice 

that an active movement of some kind was taking place among 
the Muhummudans of the Wahabi sect in several districts of the 
Lower Provinces, the Head of the Detective Department o f  the 
Bengal Police was deputed to make enquiry into its nature and 
extent. I am now directed to forward, for the information and 
orders of the Government of India, a copy of a  Report received 
from Mr. Reily on the subject. His enquiries have only as yet 
been carried on in the districts of Jvfalda and Rajmehal, but it
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appears to be certain that a jehad or religious war against'the 
British Power has for sometime been preached, and collections 
in aid o f the Hindustani fanatics on the frontier made on a 
regularly organised system. From 12 to 15 active Agents in this 
movement have been arrested and are now under detention. It 
is probable, though by no means certain, that charges of abetting 
the offences described in Sections 121 and 122 of the Indian 
Penal Code could be established against most of them. With 
one or two exceptions, however, the men who have been hitherto 
arrested are persons o f very inferior posilion, belonging to two 
neighbouring districts. To proceed against these men formally 
and at once, would, the Lieutenant-Governor thinks, have the 
effect of rendering further enquiry difficult if  not impossible, while 
failure to secure a conviction would place ihe Government in a 
false and unfavourable position. It seems very desirable to ascer­
tain percisely the full extent of the present movement, and the 
course which commends itself to the Lieutenant-Governor’s appro­
val and which he would solicit the orders of the Government 
of India is the following :-

The leading preachers of sedition and the more active collec­
ting Agents, as well as all foreign Emissaries from the North-West 
Frontier, against whom any proof of complicity may be obtained, 
His Honour would detain for the present under Regulation III 
of 1818, the inferior and subordinate agents, who may now be 
in arrest, or who may afterwards be discovered, need not be 
put under restraint though their names should be recorded and 
their movements carefully watched. The Detective Department 
should then quietly but persistently prosecute their enquiries until 
the whole of the leaders of the movement have been ascertained 
and if need be secured, and th e ir  power for evil neutralised and 
checked. The Government would then be in a position to Judge 
whether formal prosecution of any of those concerned is advisable 
and could be undertaken with reasonable hope of success.

*2. So far as the information which is yet before the Lieu­
tenant-Governor goes, it is not absolutely impossible that all that 
has’ been done during the last two or three years has been 
mainly in the personal interests of the Preachers and Leaders of 
the movement. There is no distinct proof that any of the money



collected has ever actually reached the frontier, but, on the 
other hand, it is to be observed that Islampore, where Ibrahim 
Mundul lives, is a village made up mainly of families of men 
now on the frontier or who have died there, and that all these 
are supported by Ibrahim Mundul out of the collections. Even, 
however, in the most favourable view of the case, politically the 
Lieutenant-Governor is of opinion that it is necessary to 
do everything practicable to put a stop to such proceedings, for 
the effects on the minds of the natives of Bengal must be nearly 
or quite as bad as if the collections were made in good faith, 
for the purposes for which they are as ostensibly levied.

3. In anticipation of the approval of the Governor-General 
in council to the course now proposed, the Lieutenant-Gover­
nor has directed that of those who have hitherto been arrested, 
Ibrahim Mundul and Nazir Sirdar only shall be detained and 
the rest released.

4. I am to draw attention to the fact that the principal 
person arrested in the course o f the present proceedings is the 
Ibrahim Mundul of Islampur, mentioned as an active Agent of 
sedition at page 155 of the Selections of papers concerning the 
Wahabi trials of 1865.

( Sd. ) H. L. Dampier.
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Judicial Proceedings A. No. 187 :

From A Mackenzie, Esq., Officiating Junior Secretary to the 
Government of Bengal, to the Inspector-General of Police, 
Lower Provinces,—( No. 6054, dated Fort William, the 10th 
November, 1868).

Sir,
I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 

No. 8261, dated 4th November, enclosing a report from the 
Special Deputy Inspector-General [ of Police ] of his proceedings 
in connection with the enquiry he is now prosecuting into the 
movement among the Wahabee sect of Mahomedans, 

t
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2. In reply, I am to say that the Lieutenant-Governor has 
referred the question of instituting criminal prosecutions in these 
cases for the orders of the Government of India. It is not, 
howerver, in His Honor’s opinion, necessary to detain in con­
finement any but the ringleaders in the movement, and with fhe 
exception of Ibrahim Mundul and Nazir Sirdar, all the inferior 
agents now in arrest, m aybe released. Meantime, warrants for 
the detention of Ibrahim and Nazir under Regulation III 'of 1818, 
have been addressed to the officer-in-charge of the Jails at MahSah 
and Rajmehal.

3. The Lieutenant-Governor trusts that Mr. Reily, will "not 
relax his endeavours to ascertain the full extent of the<present 
movement in the various districts of Bengal, and to foll6w up 
any clue which may be discovered as to the prime movers fn 
this intrigues, and the ultimate destination of the moneys collected. 
Only those who may appear to have been active preachers of 
sedition for collecting funds or who may be suspected on reason­
able grounds to be emissaries from the frontier and the country 
beyond, should be arrested for the present, aud all arrests made 
should be reported at once for the orders of Government wifh 
a view to the issue o f  wrrants under Regulation III of 1818.

4. It (does not) appear that any of those now (to be) released, 
were actually leaders in the movement, the further orders of 
Government should be taken before they are finally discharged.

5. I am to forward fiive copies of the Selections from the 
Records o f Government relating to the Wahabee trials of 1865. Mr. 
Reily should place these in the hands of the Magistrates of any 
district in which he may be prosecuting his enquires, as the 
Selections contain a valuable summary of the tenets of the Waha-

/  bee sect, and list of more or less complete ( almost all ? ) of the 
principal agents in Bengal.

(Sd.) A. Mackenzie.
Copy forwarded to

Inspector-General of Police, Lower Provinces.
Magistrate of Maldah.
Assistant Commissioner o f Rajmehal.
Nos. 6054-56, dated 10th November, 1868,



Informing that the question of instituting criminal prosecu­
tion against the Wahabee conspirators has been referred to the 
Government of India for orders, and that meantime warrants 
for the detention of the principal conspirators have been addressed 
to the officers-in-charge of Jails at Maldah and Rajmehal. Also 
requesting him to instruct Mr. Reily to continue in his enquiries 
for1 asecertaining the full extent of the present movement in the 
various districts of Bengal and for bringing to question the prime 
movers of those intrigues; also forwarding certain copies of the 
records of the Government relating to the Wahabee trials in 
1865, with a request that these may be placed in the hands of 
the Magistrate of any district by Mr. Reily in which he may 
be prosecuting his enquiries.

(Sd.) A. Mackenzie.
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To the Officer-in-charge of the Jail at Maldah, - (dated the 10th
November, 1868).

Whereas the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal has, for good 
and sufficient reason, seen fit to determine that Nazir Sirdar 
of Kazeegram shall be placed under personal restraint at 
Maldah, you are hereby commanded in pursuance of that deter­
mination to receive the person above named into your custody 
and*to deal with him in conformity with the orders of the Lieuten­
ant-Governor of Bengal and the provisions of Regulation III 
,of 1818.

1 4 3

3;o the Officer-in-Charge of the Jail at Rajmehal, - (dated the 10th -
November, 1868).

Whereas the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal has, for good 
and' sufficient reason, seen fit to determine that Ibfahim Mundul 

>o£:Islampore shall be placed under personal restaraifit at Rajmeha),

Wahhabis of  Maldah., Government o f Bengal 335



336 Wahhabi Trials o f 1863-1870

you are hereby commanded in pursuance of that determination 
to receive the person above named into your custody and to 
deal with him in conformity with the orders of the Lieuten­
ant-Governor of Bengal and the provisions of Regulation III 
of 1818.

By orderer of the Lieutenant-Governor 
of Bengal.

(Sd.) H. L. Dampier.
Officiating Secretary to the Government of

Bengal.
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Scretarial Note Sheet on the Maldah Cases.

Fort William, Judicial Proceedings A. for November 1868,
Nos. 164-187 :

Inspector-General of Police, No. 7815.

The Inspector-General of Police’s demi-official to the Lieu­
tenant-Governor covets notes of examination taken by Mr. Reily 
in Maldah. The notes show that collections for a jehad are being 
widely made by Nazir Sirdar and others, and that they are sent 
to Ibrahim Mundul in the Rajmehal district.

Mr. Reily’s demi-official dated 8th October contains general 
comments on the feeling of the Mahomedans.

We are told in the enclosure to Inspector-General of Police, 
No. 7815, dated 14th October, that Nazir Sirdar and eight others 
have been arrested.

Verbally Mr. Reily tells us that Ibrahim Mundul has been 
arrested by Mr. Wilmot (who is District Superintendent of Police 
o f Rajmehal as well as Assistant Commissioner). Verbally Mr. 
Reily tells me that Mr. Wilmot liked to do everything himself, 
and that he was not inclined to give up Ibrahim Mundul.

I observe in Mr. Reily's demi-official to the Inspector-Gen­
eral of Police a remark that Major Miles has called on Nobokisto
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(the Detective Inspector) to explain, and that “ he is angry that 
Nobokisto did not go to him” .

I hope, we are not going in such a case as this to have 
another scandalous display of jealousy between the detective and 
regular branches of Police. Colonel Pughe is remarkably cautious 
and suggests nothing but asks for orders.

The case seems to me to be one of those of a ramified 
nature, in which the Inspector-General might interest himself, 
and advise the Government. We are not even told the names 
of the men whom it is wished to prosecute, nor whether the 
Police high officers wish to  prosecute them. In paragraph 6 of 
his letter, Mr. Reily says the M agistrate... and suggests that 
the paper be sent for, and the openion of the Legal Remembrancer 
taken.

I think, the Police might have got and sent us odpy of 
the depositions at once with their specific recommendations.

Send for the depositions from Maldah at once, so that orders 
may issue as to whether any one and who should be prosecuted 
under chapter VI of the Penal Code with reference to Section 
166 of the criminal Pocedure. Ask Mr. O'Kinealy direct for 
copies or originals ; also ask Mr. Wilmot direct for copies of 
any desposition against Ibrahim Mundul.

Then return these papers to me to-day ; so that orders may 
be issued to the Police on paragraph 7 of Mr. Reily's letter.

( S d .) H. L. Dampier.
17. 10. 68.

The Depositions have been sent for. With reference to 
the 7th paragraph of Mr. Reily’s letter dated 13th October and 
to paragraph 2 of Colonel Pughe’s of 14th, I think, the Lieu­
tenant-Governor may say that it is certainly his wish that similar 
enquiries should be made in every district, in which anything 
of the sort is going on. Mr. Reily may be put in special charge 
of the proceedings ( under the direct orders and supervision 
o f )  the Inspector-General of Police (w h o )  should direct all 
district Police Officers to co-operate with him fully. M r. Reily

43—
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shpuld act in constant communication with the Commissoners and 
district Magistrates. All information, from whatever district recei­
ved; should be followed up, and arrests made, if in the opinion 
of Mr. Reily, there are grounds for so doing. ( The Lieutenant- 
Governor hopes that the Inspector-General of Police will give 
his particular attention to these enquiries ; so that the movement, 
which is believed to be going on, may be effectually put a stop 
to, even if the offenders are not brought to punishment ).

( Sd. ) H. L. Dampier
20 . 10 . 68 .

The brackets I have inserted in Secretary’s note indicate 
a doubt, I feel, as to the instruptions proposed with respect to 
the personal action of the Inspector-General. Has it not rather 
been the policy of Government to hold the Inspector-General 
down to the control of the force as respects its internal economy t  
Has it not on some late occasion (in an A.ssam case, I think), 
been hinted to the Inspector-General that detailed reports of 
local investigations coming to Government through him are value­
less, that the Police Officer ought to be in close and confidential 
commnnication with the local civil officers, and that the Govern­
ment should hear from these latter of all that goes on ? Perhaps 
the Secretary can issue an order tomorrow such as shall not 
directly touch this point, and then bring this point up on Thursday. 
It will be easy to give subsidiary instructions, if it is determined 
to be expedient, to put the Inspector-General personally on his 
metal [mentle ?]. (The more, one sees of the present organisation 
of the Police, the more doubtful does it seem.)

( S d .) W. G.
20. 10. 68

( I was quite aware that the proposal departed from the 
genera) principle as regards the part to be taken-by the Inspe­
ctor-General of Police. If only one commissioner had been 
concerned, I should not have thought of making it, but every 
Commissioner may be concerned before the enquities 'were over, 
and thought it allowable and expedient as a special case to make



the head of the police, rather than Mr,. Rejly,, tjie combining
authority ). Issue a letter on the parts of py. note dated 20th
October are in italics and return papers to  me to-day.

(Sd!) H. L. Dampier i 
21. 10. 68.'

Order on demi-official from Mr. Reily, submitting Extra- 
Assistant’s Diary in regard to Ibrahim Mundul. Ibrahim Mundul 
May, 1 think, be tried in Rajmehal, as what he .did was in that 
district. ( I shall be glad when these constant demi-official and 
personal references of Mr. Reily cease. If his proceedings are 
called in question hereafter, it will not be desirable that he 
should reply that they were founded on my verbal orders, etc. 
I cannot deal safely with cases whicli are laid before me piecemeal.

•( Sd. ) H. L. Dampier 
i 21.  10. 68.

i ’ <
I am very much inclined to think,.that Mr, Reily should 

report officially direct to. Government. I §houId £ay, through the 
Commissioner. Only there are two if not three Commissioners 
concerned.

1 '
' ( Sd. ) W. G.

21 . 10 .  68 .s

Return the diary to Mr. Reily and say' Ibrahim Mundul 
should be tried-at Rajmehal.

( Sd. ) H . L.' Dampier.
21. 10. 68.

M r. O’Kinealy forwards the depositions he has taken in 
the "Wahabee business, and a cdpy of a sediti6us pamphlet in 
verna6ular, which, it appears, is with ma'ny other such books, 
sent about .the country.

Mr. O’Kinealy 'details, from the revelations made in Court, 
the mode in which contributions have been levied up to date
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for the last seven or eight years. Men are also regularly sent
up to Mulka, Sitana, and one witness, No. 6, details his experiecne 
of frontier life.

I have gone through the depositions, and I put up the brief 
"notes I made of their contents. Many of them are depositions of 
men who were Wahabees, but are now followers of Moulvie 
Abbas Ali, whom Mr. O’Kinealy describes as an opponent of the 
Wahabees • but still others are the depositions of those now under 
Wahabee influence. They bring out clearly the fact that Nazir 
Sirdar, Abdul Wahib and other defendants, have regularly collected 
men and money to send to  the frontier to Mulka, (and) Sitana 
with a view to fighting the British troops.

They also point clearly to Ibrahim Mundul as the local “ Head 
Centre” of these movements, but the case against him has yet 
to be more fully worked out.

It is impossible in the present state of the case to weigh 
judicially the evidence against any one of the accused in particular.

We have to give orders under Section 166 of the Criminal 
Procedure Code. In fact Mr. O’Kinealy has no business to hear 
a single deposition till be gets those orders.

We should issue a formal order to this effect to Mr. Reily.
“ Whereas it has been brought to the notice of Government 

that certain Mahomedan fanatics of the Wahabee or Ferazee sect 
havetbeen for sometime past engaged in collection of money and 
men, with a view to aiding and abetting the waging of war against 
the Queen on the North-W est Frontier of British India, you are 
hereby, under Section 166 o f the Criminal Procedure Code, direc­
ted and authorised to prosecute such persons wherever they may be 
found, and the several Courts having jurisdiction are required 
to take due'cognizance o f this your authorisation in that behalf 
provided.”

I protest against Mr. O’Kinealy’s proposal to take Moulvie 
Abbas Ali under Government favour. It is only because he has any 
influence. Let him (be) alone just now.

But I would call the Inspector-General of Police’s attention 
*o Inspector Moulvie Elahi Buksh, who was present at a meeting
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of the Wahabees and reported nothing. He should be trans­
ferred speedily.

( Sd. ) A. M.
( Sd. ) H. L. Dampier.

I suppose, this will suffice; but does the Lieutenant-Governor 
think a general authority (is) enough without specification of names 
of the persons to be prosecuted. ?

( Sd. ) H. L.Dampier.

I do not think so. Better ask Mr. Thompson whether the 
persons prosecuted must be named in the order made under 
Section 166. I suppose that is the proper course.

Also, I think, it will be well to consult Mr. T. [Thom pson] 
generally on the case.

(Sd. ) W. B.
25. 10. 68.

Do so ; let the letter issue immediately.

( Sd. ) H. L. Dampier.
28. 10. 68.

The Lieutenant-Governor should see this.
The point, which Mr. Thompson is still considering is an 

awkward one, as to what charge will lie. W hether we shall 
not have to prove a present intention of waging war, or of being 
prepared to wage war, on the part of some one before we can 
convict these people of abetting such intention by their collections.

( Sd. ) H. L. Dampier.

I have always appreciated a difficulty in proving an offence 
against the law. How was it legally proved in 1863-64.1

( Sd. ) W. B.

Issue letters and answer question.

( S d .) H. L. Dampier.
28. 10. 68.

1, i.e., in the Ambala Trial,
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My,, dear.jDatppipr,
Reading together Penal Code, Section 108, Explanations 2, 

5 ; Secton 117; Section 121 ; Sections 122,511.
■I am nearly 'Certain it is not necessary to prove an existing 

war or preparation thereto in the Wahabee case.
I'have'been through the old papers and find that no argument 

as* t o ‘this necessity can be drawn from them, inasmuch as ’thdi 
charges then laid and the line of prosecution then open were 
different from those which I should now lay if I were prosecuting.

This is for your consideration at odd moments before we get 
Thom'pson’s’ reply.

Any ot'her argument, lands you in the quandary that you 
may not repress treason till it is actually rampant. I am sure, 
wd-’&fe hot so defenceless as that comes to. I send you a little 
pamphlet I got, from the' Foreign Office. 1 see from it we can 
not connect Sitana and Juzara. But see page 7.

Yours 
( S d .) A. M.

Under. Sepretary]s Note :

The depositions sent by Mr. O’Kinealy are with Mr. Reily.
I now send up Mr. Thompson's official reply to our call on him 
for opinion. Most of the papers are with the Secretary.
( It must be remembered that, in reading Mr. Thompson’s 
anafysi^ of the evidence, that the case was but barely started 
wfien it was submitted to him. It is not the sort of case in 
which all the evidence required can be got together in a few. 
days. Long and patient enquiry is necessary.

Mr.i Thampson recommends supplying 
t a ■ i • 4. Thls should  be done,the Officers engaged in working out these

cases''with the* Selections o f Paper in the (Sd.) H.-L. D.
Patna cases of 1863-64.

He also thinks, one officer should try yes, but the defficulty
all the cases. There is a difficulty about °-vfer,. for ^present, if  the case is
this, as the High Court can only transfer to be dealt with as su- 

cases within its own jurisdiction, and Rajme- graphV" this note1*3™ 
hal is in Sonthal Pergunnahs and not under 
the High Court at all.
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- • I would let the rest go and quietly 
but persistently through ouf Detective De­
partment, trace out the web of Wahabee 
intrigue till we had got our hands on the 
main spinners and seen whether they were 
worth crushing or not.

(Sd.) A. M.
3. 11. 68.

In the course of the enquiry all Pre­
achers and emissaries from other districts 
should be arrested. (It is singular that Mr. 
Reily does not on this report say a word 
of the capture of his learned foreigner with 
the Arabic books).

(Sd). H. L. D.
7. 11. 68.

I agree in the general view taken by 
the Secretary and Under-Secretary. But I 
would not now definitely declare and act on 
it. I think, it is right to state the view to 
the Government of India, and recommend 
the course proposed for the Governor-Gene. 
ral’s approval. Meanwhile, if necessary, in 
order to make the men's depositions legal, wa­
rrants under Regulation III of 1818 may be. 
issued, Mr. Reily being informed (in any case) 
that the question of criminally prosecuting 
has been referred to for the orders of the 
Government of India.

I have not been able to go carefully 
through the papers, but so far as I have 
read them it strikes me that it  is not an im­
possible inference that all which has been 
lately done (during the last two or three years, 
I mean) has been done for the mere personal 
advantage of these promoters of sedition.

No, I think not.
(Sd.) H. L. D.

4 4 -

I w ould o rd erj this 
and rep o rt to  Ind ia . 
“ The security  o f  the 
B ritish  dom in ion ...from  
in ternal com m otions" 
requires th is . See Pre­
am ble o f  R egultions III 
o f 1818.

(Sd.) H. L. D.



' IJ ifiere; Any 'evideudfe which makes it
clear that any fraction o f the-rrtoney coilec-
ted!, of" late ftaStjjfeen ,seht Up-cjbufltry'?

, EVdn, i f  the fc&se &6 Sd, i't >'iS' equally j 
* i "  '/ < * i ' - i i  

necessary to do whatever' l's practic&trle to
put a .stop f p ^ c h  proceedings ; for the effect
on the native in Bengal must be nearly or
quite as bad as if the collections were made
in good faith for the purpose for which they
are ostensibly levied.

(Sd.) W. G.
1. 11. 68.

I see India was addressed in the Home 
Department in the former case.

It should be noted to India that Ibrahim 
Mundul is one of the|perfsons/named in 1-865 
as an agent and monej| collector. Was Nazif 
Sirdar unnamed in 1865 ?• K
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(Sd.) W.,G.

I think not. t
! {SdO-H. L. Di 

7. 11. 68.

Subject : WahabeVs.

Mr. Reily’s Report of 4th November,; 1868-.*

1. Draft to India [ i .4 . ,  (Irovei'rinJent of
India ] sending copy of Mr. Reily’s report 
and recommended as masked !■ in Lieutenant- 
Governors note. |

Add remark of possibility as1 marked' 3 ; 
and observe on it as 4.

Mention 5, and 'answer the question 
included in 5. 1
2. Write to M r. Reily as 2,‘and send him 
warrants under Regulation III of 1818, for 
all who are in detention.



Wahhabis o f Maldah : Government o f Bengal 349

15.4.1869. Ask if it is the same.

(Sd.) A. M.

To the Inspector-General of Police, Lower Provinces, - (No. 41, 
dated 19th April, 1869).

*. .  ' 1 * Forwarded copy of a letter from Commissioner of Rajshahye,
and asked whether the Moulvie Ameeroodclin therein referred to 
is the same as the person of that name mentioned in Govern­
ment letter No. 2267 of 30th ultimo, and if not whether a warrant 
for his detention under Regulation III of 1818 should be issued.

146

From A. Mackenzie Esq., Officiating Junior Secretary to 't-he 
Government of Bengal, to the Inspector-General of Police, 
Lower Provinces - (No. 2694 dated Fort William, thetl9th 
April, 1869).

Sir,
With reference to my letter No. 2267' of t-he 30th ultimo, 

I am directed to forward herewith a copy of a letter (No. 164, 
dated 8 April, 1869 ) from the Officiating Commissioner of R aj­
shahye, reporting the arrest of one Motilvie Ameerooddin of 
Sandipa Narainpore in the Maldah District on a charge o f having 
collected money for seditious purposes and to enquire whether lfe is 
the same Ameerooddin for whose detention a warrant under Regu * 
lation III of 1818 has already been given as intimated to you in 
my letter above. If he is not the same man, you will be good 
enough to state whether a warrant for his detention should be 
issued.

147

From Lieutenant Colonel A. H. Paterson, Officiating Inspec­
tor-General of Police, Lower Provinces to the Secretary to the
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Government of Bengal, Judicial .Department, - (No. 2475 dated 
Fort William, the 20th April, 1869).

Sir,
I have the honour to forward for .perusal a letter, >in ori­

ginal, No. 13Ct., dated 16th instant, from Mr. J. H. Reily, Deputy 
Inspector-General, Special Department and, in accordance with 
that officer's recommendation, request that a warrant may be 
granted for the detention of Moulvie Ameerooddin under the 
provisions of Regulation III of 1818.

2. In order to save time the letter and depostions are 
forwarded in original. On their return copy of the former (and 
of the latter, if  though necessary), shall be forwarded to your 
office for record.

3. The extra Assistant Superintendent Baboo Nobokristo 
Ghose, who has been employed in this enquiry, on a recent 
visit to this office, requested particular attention to a Persian 
letter purporting to have been written by Moulvie Ameeroodin, 
This letter, together with an English translation marked “ A” 
will be found amongst the papers herewith sent.

4. Your letter No. 2694 of yesterday’s date has this moment 
been received. I  heg, -in reply to-it, to state that the individual for 
whose detention in Dacca Jail a warrant was granted on the 
30th ailtimo was Moulvie Ameerooddin of Backergunge. The 
person w,e now seek .to idatain is Moulvie Ameeroodin of Sandipa 
Narainpore, Maldah.

1 4 S

From H. J. Reily Esq., Deputy Inspector-General, Special 
Bengal Police, to the Inspector-General of Police, Lower Pro­
vinces, - (No. 13Ct., dated Bankipore, the 16th April, 1869).

Sir,
While at M aldah, I found it was currently reported that 

the man who had most influence amongst the Wahabees, next 
to Moulvie Jbrahim, was Moulvie Arneecooddin of Sandipa
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Na/ainpore. Several of the men who had returned from Mulka 
and Sittana stated that they had been induced to go there by 
the preaching of the Moulvie.

2. In accordance with the instructions of Governmen-t to 
proceed against the leading and influential men, I directed the- 
Extra Assistant, Baboo Nobokrito Ghose, to collect all the evi­
dence he could find regarding the Moulvie, and to keep me 
informed of the same. His deputation to Rajshahye caused some 
delay in proceedings, but, as soon as he had finalised his duties 
in that district, I called his attention again to Moulvie Ameer- 
ooddm*. for I was convinced that, so long as this man remained 
at liberty, the collection on account of jehad, and for support 
of the fanatics acorss the frontier, would not cease in Rajshahye 
and Maldah.

3. The Extra Assistant has sent me, from time Co time, 
abstracts of the evidence he discovered ; and finding that the 
evidence collected was sufficient, I directed him, on the 30th 
of March last, to apply to the M agistrate of Maldah for a 
warrant, and to arrest Moulvie Ameerooddin, and take him up 
before the Magistrate, with the whole of the evidence,

4. My instructions have been carried out, and I beg now 
to submit copies of the evidence which- have been recorded before 
the Magistrate, in the presence of Moulvie Ameerooddin, and 
also a copy of the opinion recorded by the Magistrate, regarding 
the evidence and the preliminary investigation held by him.

5. 1 beg to note that this-Moulvie is in no manner connected 
with the indigo disputes, or with the-part of the district where 
Mr. Gray’s factories are situated ; he is bonafide a teacher or 
preacher amongst the Mahomedans. He is a fanatic and preaches

sedition against the Government, because, in his opinion, it is 
a kaffir government.

6. It will be seen that the Magistrate states that the Extra Assis­
tan t has more evidence to produce, but he did not consider it nece­
ssary to record the whole of the evidence, as in his opinion, what 
had- been recorded was sufficient in a preliminary investigation. 
He also describes Moulvie Ameeroodin as a most active agent and 
one'who h or years been engaged in collecting money, preaching
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sedition, and sending recruits to join the baud of fanatics across 
the frontier.

7. I beg, therefore, to suggest that application may be made 
to the Government to issue a warrant for the detention of Moulvie 
Am,eerooddin in the Jail at Maldah, or any other Jail, under the 
provisions o f  Regulation III of 1818.

8. I am proceeding as fast as I can with one Extra Assis­
tant against the leading men in the Eastern Districts of Bengal. 
I hope during the festival, the Bukreed, to put a stop to all such 
collections and by this means to starve the fanatics who keep up 
a spirit of irritation and discontent amongst the Mahomedans in 
Bengal. I shall proceed in the same manner through Moorshe- 
dabad, Dacca, Mymensing and Backergunge until I have secured 
the whole of the leaders. It is but fair that 1 should bring to your 
notice the patient and intelligent manner in which the Extra Assis­
tant, Baboo Nobokristo Ghose, is carrying out his instructions.

Enclosure No. 1 :

Remarks by the Magistrate o f Maldah on the preliminary enquiry
held Jt the case o f the Wahabee conspiracy.

Governments vs. Ameerooddin.

From the evidence adduced before me, it is clear that Amee­
rooddin is, and has bee'n, a most active agent in collecting money 
for the support of the fanatics at Sittana. This man has for years 
been busily engaged in collecting and transmitting money, in prea­
ching the advantages of crusade against the kaffirs, and in for­
warding, or causing 'to be forwarded, to the North-West such 
of the villagers as were foolish enough to believe in the happiness 
of being killed for the faith. Further, a couple of documents, 
duly.attested, h'ave been produced proving this man to be an active 
sympathiser with the Wahabee movement. The defendant was 
present when the witnesses were 6xamined, but asked no questions, 
and made no defence beyond asserting that a plot for his ruin 
had been formed by a rival Moulvie, one Abbas Ali. The Extra 
Assistant Superintendent of Police, Detective Department, had



Wahhabis o f Maldah : Government o f Bengal 353

many more witnesses ready for examination. I declined, however, 
to'exam ine any more, as this is not a regular trial for an offcnce 
committed against the State for which the formal sanction of 
Government is necessary, but, as I understand it, a mere preli­
minary enquiry to put the Government in possession of evidence, 
to en^rble it to determine whether such formal sanction should be 
given and a regular trial instituted, or whether the defendant 
should simply be kept as a State prisoner for the present, under 
the.provisions of Regulation TII of 1818.

There are many other sub-collectors in this district, but 
they are persons of no importance; they collect small sums of 
money in their various villages for transmission to this man 
Ameerooddin, who is their head, but they are not like him 
active preachers and movers of sedition. Such man are almost 
bcfi^ath notice ; but it is in my opinion necessary that some 
notice should be taken of Ameerooddin, for, to abandon pro­
ceedings, now that matters have gone thus far, would be simply 
to encourage him in his seditious practices, and prompt others
to go and do likewise.

From Ameerooddin, to Shah Sofailoolah, dated 26th Aghun 
1267 B. S.

(A fter the usual complements ). I hear from many persons 
that you prohibit the people to pay the expenses of jehad or 
holy war. This saying of yours is quite improper. Have you 
not seen the tufseer or meaning of the Koran that what a good 
is to be gained by paying for such purposes ? Those who prohi­

1. See N o. v below.

(Sd.) E. E. Lowis. 
Magistrate 
( Maldah )

Enclosure. No. 2 :

0) Translation {of a Persian letter1 )

45—
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bit the people not to pay for such purposes, they are infidels. 
Whatever it be, if you do not prohibit to make Ameen, Rujfadani 
[ Raf-yadayn ], we will obey you as we were lately obeying your 
father. If you remain in unity with us, we will pay you Rupees 
200 to 300 per annum, as we were paying to your father. The 
landed property from which you have been dispossessed,^ will 
bring again to your possession. The umbrella which you left 
at Sundkeepore, I have sent it through the student ; yoi| will 
receive it from him. If you see me once, I can grant you a 
deed of sale and pottah [ patta ] of the landed property, because 
a dispute is going on between me and my brother Kumrooddin 
regarding this landed property. He does not wish to give you 
anything. If you bring the whole landed property in you posse­
ssion, I will be very glad.

( ii ) The deposition o f Bheekoo, aged about 52 years, taken under 
the solemn affairmation prescribed by Act V o f 1840, before 
E. E. Lowis, Magistrate o f Maldah and Justice o f the Peace, 
this 1st day o f April 1869.

My name is Bheekoo. My father’s name is Buxoo. I am 
by caste Mussulman. My home is a t Mouzah Jaghaten, Pergunah 
Shershabad, Zillah Maldah. I reside at present in Mouzah—, 
Pergunnah —, Zillah —, where I am —. ^ ^

I know defendant quite well. He used to come preaching 
about our village. He persuaded me to become a disciple of 
his. He said that we should subscribe money and pay for support 
of, or as alms to, the lame, deaf etc., part of the money was 
also to go to support of jehad. By jehad I understood that 
there was a war on between the kaffirs and believers. I did 
not know it was with the sircar ( i. e., government). Subsequently,
I came to know that the jehad was against the English. I have 
not, therefore, paid for the last year. I used to collect from 
those in our village who contributed. I used to pay the total 
collections at the Eed to defendant. These used to be some 
two or three Rupees only. I used 'to  sell the grain and gave 
the momey to the defendant. Some of our village /ay
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some time ago, whether at defendant’s suggestion or not, I don’t 
know. Defendant used to preach that it was meritorious to give 
money for the jehad, and that it was also meritorious to go 
and fight. ( Read over in Bengali').

( iii ) The deposition o f Mortaza, aged about 25 years, taken under 
the solemn affirmation prescribed by Act V o f 1840, before 
E. E. Lowis, Magistrate o f Maldah and Justice o f the 
Peace, th is-----day of------.

My name is Mortaza. My father’s name is Ehtar [Akhtar ?]. 
I am by caste Mussulman. My home is at Mouza Shampore, 
Pergunnah Shershabab, Zillah Maldah. I reside at present in 
Mouza-------- .Pergunnah-------- , Zillah-------- , where l a m a  culti­
vator.

About seven years ago, the defendant told me (that) it would 
be a very good thing if I went to the war with the kaffirs. I f  I 
was killed it would be a very happy thing for me. I did not know 
the war was with the English. One Ibrahim of Dacca came to 
defendant’s house, and four other men, who like myself had been 
persuaded by defendant, finding the opportunity, went off with 
Ibrahim to the North-West. We went to Rawul Pindee, and then, 
when there was ah opportunity, went off to Malka. I only re­
mained four or five months, then, hearing the war was with the 
English, I ran away. I would not have gone to Malka had it not 
been for the instruction and teaching of defendant. I don’t know 
what has become of the four who wdnt with me. Moulvie Ibrahim 
was made a Sirdar [ i.e. leader ] at Malka,

The above was read to the complainant in Oordoo, which he 
understood, and by him acknowledged to be correct.

(Sd.) E. E. Lowis. 
Magistrate.

(Sd.) E. E. Lowis. 
Magistrate,
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(ivj The deposition o f Manoollah, aged about 40 years, taken 
under the solemn affirmation prescribed by Act V o f  1840, before E. E. 
Lowis, Magistrate o f Maldah and Justice o f the Peace, this 1st day of 
April, 1869.

My name is Manoollah. My father’s name Etbari. I am by 
casle Mussulman. My home is at Mouzah Jajhatta, Pergunah
Shershabad, Zillah Maldah. I reside at present at Mouzah-------- ,
Pergunnah---------, Z illah ---------, where I am ----- -—.

I went to Mulka about six years ago. I went because defen­
dant used to preach in our mosque and say that it was most meri­
torious to join the jehad. What the jehad was I did not quite 
know ; but hearing it was so good an act, I thought of going. As 
I was going one time to the Burrin for rice, I found Meajan and 
others from Dacca going, they said, to jehad ; so, as I had been 
told of the advantages of going, I went too. I got very sick at 
Sittana and ran away.

(Sd.) E. E. Lowis.
Magistrate.

(v) The deposition o f Inaitoollah, aged about 30 years, taken 
under the solemn affirmation prescribed by Act V o f 1840, before E. E. 
Lowis, Magistrate o f Maldah and Justice o f the Peace, this 1st day of 
April, 1869.

/

My name is Inaitoollah. My father’s name is Moulvie Fariz- 
oollah. I am by caste Mussulman. My home is at Mouzah 
Sadakpore, Pergunnah——, Zillah Patna. I reside at present at
Mouzah Arapore, Pergunnah-------- , Zillah Rajshahye, where I
am ——

I was sent three years ago by Moboruck Ali to collect monies, 
&c., for the furtherance of the jehad, or war with the English at 
Mulka. I know the defendant very well. His father’s name is 
Rafait ; a brother of his went to Malka I know that this man used 
to collect for jehad, whatever he does now. Once during 1281 
Hejira, when I was with Ibrahim (Mandal), the man and two 
others came with more than rupees 200 they had collected for
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jehad. The letter in court (Exhibit A.) was given (to) me by a 
certain person1. The letter is writter by defendant and signed by 
him. The letter has reference to the people who went to the 
jehad. v

The above was read to the complainant in Oordoo, which he 
understood, and by him acknowledged to  be correct.

(Sd). E. E. Lowis.
Magistrate.

(vi) The deposition o f Ashgur Mundle [Mandal], aged about 
50 years, taken under the solemn affirmation prescribed by Act V  o f 
1840, before E. E. Lowis, Magistrate o f Maldah and Justice o f the 
Peace, this 1st day o f April, 1869.

My name is Ashgur [Asghar]. My father’s name is Ameen. 
I am by caste Mussulman. My home is at Mouzah Shampore, 
Pergunnah Shershabad, Zillah Maldah. I reside at present at 
Mouzah---- , Pergunnah------------ , Zillah-------- , where I am a cul­
tivator.

I know the defendant. He preached in the mosque that it 
was meritorious to subscribe for the jehad, or to go there. During 
1272 (Bengali Era), defendant came to my house and asked for a 
contribution for the jehad. I gave him Rupees 2. I know that two 
of my nephews went to Sittana, but whether at defendant’s sugges­
tion or not, I don’t know. The defendant told the people that it 
was good to go and fight against the kaffirs, or rather the Sircar 
Bahadoor.

(Sd.) E. E. Lowis.
Magistrate.

( vii ) The depositon o f  ShubkatoollaH, aged about 35 years, 
taken under the solemn affirmation prescribed by_ Act V o f 1840 
before E. E. Lowis, Magistrate o f Maldah and Justice o f the Peace, 
this 1st day o f April, 1869.

My name is Shubkatoollah. My father’s name is Shalim 
[Salim]. I am by caste Mussulman. My home is at Mouzah
1. See No. i  above.
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Shampore, Pergunnah Shershabad, Zillah Maldah. I reside at
present a t M ouzah-------- , Pergunnah — ----- , Zillah —------, where
I am a cultivator.

About seven years ago, the defendant, preaching at the 
mosque, said that there was a war going on between the be­
lievers and Kaffirs ; any one who went to keep the believers 
it would be well for him. As the Moulvie said going to the 
war was so meritoritous, I thought of going. Defendant told 
me in that case to go to  Ibrahim Mundle, of Selampore.1 I 
went there, and when four of us were collected, we went toge­
ther. We paid our own expenses to Patna ; after that they were 
paid for us. I was at Mulka for three or four months, then 
I ran away, hearing that the war was with the English.

The above was read to the complainant in Bengali, which 
he understood, and by him acknowledged to be correct.

( Sd. ) E. E. Lowis. 
Magistrate,

(viii) The deposition o f Sheekee, aged about 52 years, taken under the 
solemn affirmation prescribed by Act V o f 1840, before E. E. Lowis, 
Magistrate o f Maldah and Justice o f the Peace, this 1st day o f April, 
1869.

My name is Sheekee. My father’s name i s -------- . I am
by caste Mussulman. My home is at Mouzah Maldah, Pergunnah 
Kamar Petul, Zillah Maldah, where I am a cultivator.

I know the defendant. He is a Moulvie. He persuaded
me to become his disciple. He used to preach and .say that
fettra  ( Fitrah )2 and zekat ( Zakat )3 ought to be collected and 
the proceeds given to the poor and to the support of jehad.
The jehad I understood to be a war with kaffirs\ did not know

1. Ib rah im  M andal o f Isiam pur.
2. Ft/rah o r the alm s w hich is n ear obligatory  on every w ell-to-do to  con tri­

b u te  to the poor on the occasion o f Id al-Fitr.
3. Z ak a t o r com pulsory  poor ra te  which is ob liga to ry  on the rich to  

C ontributed  to the poor,
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it to be a war with English. Fettra is the price of two seers of 
grain given at the time of roza [ i.e., fasting month of Ramadan ]; 
Zekat is half seer out of every maund of produce l . I gave 
subscriptions for two years to Ameerooddin ; after that he appoin­
ted Shalem [Salim] Moonshee as his agent, and I paid for two 
years to him. Lately I have discontinued payment, hearing that 
jehad was with the hakeems [ i. e., the government ]. Two men, 
I know, went at defendant’s suggestion to the jehad ; they have 
not come back.

The above was read to the complainant in Bengali, which 
he understood, and by him acknowledged to be correct.

(ix) The deposition o f Shoridtoollah [ Shari'at Allah ] aged about 40 
years, taken under the solemn affirmation prescribed by Act V o f 1840 
before E. E. Lowis, Magistrate o f Maldah and Justice o f the Peace, 
this 1st day o f April, 1869.

My name is Shoridtoollah. My father’s name is Yoojar. I 
am by caste Mussulman. My home is at Mouzah Shorolpore, 
Pergunnah Dorshoroh, Zillah Maldah. I reside at present in 
Mouzah— , Pergunuah----- , Zillah'----- , where I am a cultivator

I know that about four years ago the defendant asked me 
if the fettra ( Fitrah ) had been collected for alms to fakirs and 
poor people. 1 said, I have given some money as alms and 
that I have Rupees 2-8-0 left. Defendant asked for this, saying 
that it was to go for the support of the jehad, or war going 
on between the English and some other persons who I do not 
know.. As defendant said (that) the gift would be a very meri­
torious act, I paid him the money.

The above was read to the complainant in Bengali, which he 
understood and by him acknowledged to be correct.

1. C orrectly speaking, £akal is levied at the rate o f  one-fourtieth  part o f  
accum ulated w ealth r^

( Sd. ) E. E. Lowis. 
Magistrate.

(Sd.) E. E. Lowis. 
Magistrate.
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(x) The deposion o f Masheot, aged about 42 years, taken under the 
solemn affirmation prescribed by Act V o f 1840, before E. E. Lowis, 
Maggistrate o f Maldah and Justice o f the Peace, this Iasi day o f April,

My name is Masheot. My father’s name is Mohabot. I 
am by caste Mussulman. My home is at Mouzah Chukhatee, 
Pergunnah Shershabad, Zillah Maldah. I reside at present in 
M ouzah----- , Pergunnah----- , Zillah------, where I am cultivator.

I know defendant. He is Moulvie Ameerooddin. He never 
asked me for any money. I don’t go to his mosque, but I have 
heard of his getting money for jehad from other people. I saw 
Ameeen Biswas once pay 2 Rupeess for the jehad. He paid the 
money to defendant at his house.

The above was read to the complainant in Bengali which he 
understood and by him acknowledge to be correct.

(xi) The deposition o f Akbar, aged about 48 years, taken under 
the solemn affirmation prescribed by Act V o f 1840, before E. E. 
Lowis, Magistrate o f Maldah and Justice o f the Peace, this 1st day o f 
April, 1869.

My name is Akbar. My father’s name is Ameer Mundle 
[Mandal]. I am by caste Mussnlman. My home is at Mouzah 
Shampore, Pergunnah Shershabad, Zillah Maldah. I reside at
present in Mouzah— — , Pergunah-------- , Z i lla h ---------, where I
am a cultivator.

I know defendant in court. He lives about 10 or 12 miles 
from me. He has not been at our village for the last three years, 
but before that he came to our village three or four times and 
preached the jehad. He said that there was war in the North- 
West with English, and that those who supported the jehad with 
money, it would be well for them. I was the Mundle [MandaSff~of~ 
the village and received contributions, which I made over to Ameer­
ooddin at the time of the roza [ i. e., the month of Ramadan ] at 
the Eed festival. I gave the collections for three or four years.

1869.

(Sd.) E. E. Lowis 
Magistrate.
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The amount was small, some five or six Rupees in a year. For the 
last three years there have been no collections as we have joined 
Abbas Ali’s party, who advises us not to pay, as there is no good 
result to be expedjfcd. Some five or six years ago, my son Abdool 
Rahman, or as he was called then, Mortaza, was induced by 
Ameerooddin to go to Sittana ; three of my nephews also were 
induced to go by the same person. My son returned after three 
years, but my nephews have not. My son ran away, he said, be­
cause the English were being fought with, and, he feared for his 
family. The mootee or handful used to be given to fakeers ; the 
balance made over to Ameerooddin.

Read in Bengali.
(Sd.) E. E. Lowis.

Magistrate.

(xii) The deposition o f Inaitoollah, aged about ..year, tpken under 
the solemn affirmation prescribed by Act V of 1840 before E. E. Lowis, 
Magistrate o f Maldah and Justice o f the Peace, this 1st day o f April, 
1869.

My name is Inaitoollah. My father’s name is Areep. I 
am by caste Mussulman. My home is at Mouzah Hauspoker, 
Pergunnah Bhattea, Zillah Maldah. I reside at present in Mou­
zah-------- , Pergunnah-------- , Zillah-------- , where I am a cultiva­
tor.

I know the defendant in court. I am not his disciple 
but he is our Moulvie, and comes and conducts the services 
in our mosque. He says in his discourses that it is good to 
give any fettra {Fitrah) that is collected for the support of the 
war in the North-West, that it is also good to go and fight. I used 
to give fettra ; I did so for several years, but stopped when I found 
the war was with the English. The Moulvie has not been at our 
mosque since the rains, The local collections are made by sirdars 
and paid to defendant.

Read over in Bengali.
(Sd.) E. E. Lowis.

Magistrate.
46—
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(xiii) The deposition o f Toyek Biswas, aged about 40 years, 
taken under the solemn affirmation prescribed by Act V o f 1840 before 
E. E. Lowis, Magistrate o f Maldah and Justice o f the Peace, this 1st 
day of April, 1869.

My name is Toyek. My father’s name is Dhonai. I am by
caste Mussulman. My home is at M ouzah---------, Pergunnah Sher-
shabad, Zillah Maldah. I reside at present in Mouzah-------- ,
Pergunah-------- -, Zillah-------- , where I am a cultivator.

I know the defendant. He never got any contribution from 
me, but he got from Shoreatoolla. That person said that he had 
fettra not spent on fakeers. This money defendant saying that it 
was better to give for jehad than even to the poor I ... the money 
that was in Shoreatoolla’s hand, to-be given to fakeers which de­
fendant took.

The above was read to the complainant in Bengali, which 
he understood, and by him acknowledged to be correct.

(Sd.) E. E. Lowis.
Magistrate.

(xiv) The deposition o f Shalem, aged about 30 years, taken 
under the solemn affirmation prescribed by Act V o f 1840 before E. E. 
Lowis, Magistrate o f Maldah and Justice o f the Peace, this 1st day o f  
April, 1869.

My name is Shalem [Salim]. My father’s namtf is Chand. 
I am by caste Mussulman. My home is at Mouzah Teehoree, Per­
gunnah .Shershabad, zillah Maldah. I reside at present in Mouzah 
----- —, Pergunah---------, Zillah---------, where I am a cultivator.

I know defendant. He is Moulvie Amerooddin. He once 
asked me to contribute something towards the support of the jehad 
in the north-West ; that if I did, it would be very good for me.
I did not give anything, excusing myself on the plea of poverty. 
I do not belong to  defendant’s mosque.

The above was read to the complainant in Bengali, which he 
understood and by him acknowledged to be correct.

(Sd.) E. E. Lowis.
Magi
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(xv) The deposition o f Ibrahim, aged about 25 years, taken 
under the solemn affirmation prescribed by Act V o f 1840 before E. E. 
Lowis, Magistrate o f Maldah and Justice o f  the Peace, this 2nd day 
of April, 1869.

My name is Ibrahim. My father’s name is Shorbaz. I am 
by caste Mussulman. My home is a t Mouzah Houspore, Per­
gunnah Gopalpore, Zillah Maldah. I reside at present in
Mouzah-------- , Pergunah---------, Zillah---------, where I  am a
cultivator.

I know the defendant. He is my peer [ i.e. pir or spiritual 
guide] and I am his disciple. He preaches in our mosques, and is 
in the habit of saying that we should give collections, Mootee, fe- 
ttra, zekat for the expenses of the jehad. He also says that it is 
good to go there and fight. The collections are made by the Sir­
dars Masoom, Inaitoolla, Amanot Mundle, Shofoola, Nowabdee. 
These men get the money and pay it over to defendant. I have 
paid fettra myself, I paid 7 annas last Eed.

(Sd.,), E. E. Lowis.
Magistrate.

(xvi) The deposition o f Banoo Mondol, aged about 50 years, taken 
under the solemn affirmation prescribed by Act V o f 1840, before E. E. 
Lowis, Magistrate o f Maldah and Justice o f  the Peace, this 2nd day of 
April, 1869.

My name is Banoo Mondol. My father’s name is Amirdee. 
I am by caste Mussulman. My home is at Mouzah Chuck Doollu- 
bpore, Pergunnah Shershabad, Zillah Maldah, I reside at present
in Mouzah---------, Pergunnah---------, Zillah--------- , where I am
a cultivator.

I know the defendant in court, Moulvie Ameerooddin. He 
is my peer ( p ir ). I am his disciple. I became a disciple of 
him last year. The defendant has taken fettra from me for the 
support o f the jehad. I don’t know what the jehad is. There 
are other men in my village who have paid. The defendant 
i£ in the habit of preaching in the mosque I frequent.
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says during his discourse, that it is a very meritorious act to 
give money in support o f the jehad.

(Sd.) E. E. Lowis.
Magistrate.

( xvii ) The deposition o f Adalut, aged 32 years, taken under the 
solemn affirmation prescribed by Act V o f 18J0, before E. E. Lowis, 
Magistrate o f Maldah and Justice o f  the Peace, this 2nd day o f April. 
1869.

My name is Adalut. My father’s name is Bazut. I am 
by caste Mussulman. My home is at Mouzah Hilsamari, Per­
gunnah Berhampore, Zillah Berhampore. I reside at present in
Mouzah-------- , Pergunnah-------- ■, Z illah-------- , where I am a
cultivator.

I  am a ‘‘paisfc” in the service of Haboo Moolla. I row 
in his bdat. I know last Asin 1 the defendant hired Haboo’s 
boat and went to four or five villages, collecting grain, the con­
tributions of the villagers towards the support of the jehad. 
The defendant said it was for jehad he w as. collecting. There 
may have been some 30 maunds collected in all. By jehaJ we 
understood defendant to mean the war in the North-West with 
the English. I went in the boat with defendant.

( Sd. ) E. E. Lowis.
Magistrate.

(xviii) The deposition o f Haboo Moolla, aged a,bout 60 years, taken 
under the solemn affirmation prescribed by Act V o f 1840 before E. E. 
Lowis, Magistrate o f Maldah and Justice o f the Peace, this 2nd day 
o f April, 1869.

My name is Haboo Moolla. My father’s name is Bheekoo. 
I am by caste Mussulman. My home is at Mouzah Hilsamari, 
Pergunnah-------- , Zillah Berhampore. I reside at present in Mou­
zah---------, Pergunnah--------- , Zillah---------, where I am a culti­
vator.
1. i . e . ,  A shvin, th e  6th m on th  of the Bengali calendar.
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I know the defendant in court. He went last Asin to various 
villages in Berhampore, to collect grain &c., contributed for the 
support of the jehad. Defendant hired my boat, and I went in 
it. Defendant went to Rahmat M oollatolah, Nazir Mistreetolah 
in all four or live villages. There were some 30 maund, I should 
say, collected in all. I know that grain was collected for jehad 
for defendant said it was. Besides me there were two other 
men in the boat, Adalut and Misso.

( xix ) The deposition o f Tofil Shah, aged about 45 years, taken 
under the solemn affirmation prescribed by Act V o f 1840, before 
E. E. Lowis, Magistrate o f Maldah and Justice o f the Peace, this 12th 
day o f April 1869.

M y name is Tofil. My father’s name is Imam BuX. I am 
by caste Mussulman. My home is a t Mouzah Baraghurea, Per­
gunnah Shershabad, Zillah M aldah. I reside at present in Mou­
zah-------- , Pergunnah--------- , Zillah---------, where I am...

I gave a letter to Elaheebux, Inspector. I received the 
letter from Ameerooddin, defendant. I gave up the letter, for 
Elaheebux came and said ( that ) I  was to  give up any letters 
received from the said defendant. The letter is some 7 or 6 
years old. I keep letters from defendant and others. I have 
some older than this from others. ( Attests the letter produced 
by the Sub-Inspector, Detective Department ).

Read over in Bengali.

(xx) The deposition o f Jamal Moolla, aged about 55 years, taken 
under the solemn affirmation prescribed by Act V o f 1840, before E. ~E. 
Lowis, Magistrate o f Maldah and Justice o f the Peace, this 12th day o f 
April, 1869.

My name is Jamal Moolla. My father’s name is Shahabdee. 
I ar ’ caste Mussulman. My home is at Mouzah Ramhatti,

( Sd. ) E. E. Lowis.
Magistrate.

( Sd. ) E. E. Lowis. 
Magistrate.
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Pergunnah Shershabad, Zillah Maldah. I reside at present in
Mouzah-------- , Pergunnah — ——, Zillah---------, where I am a
cultivator.

( Shown the letter in court. Attests it as the hand writing 
of defendant. Exhibit B 1 ). Read over in Bengali.

( Sd. ) E. E. Lowis.
Magistrate.

(xxij The deposition o f Elaheebux, aged about 43 years, taken 
under the solemn affirmation prescribed by Act V o f  1840, before E . E. 
Lowis, Magistrate o f Maldah and Justice o f  the Peace, this 12th day o f  
April, 1869,

My name is Elaheebux. My father’s name is Moonshee 
Asherudee. I am by cast Mussulman. My home is at Mouzah 
Gotishta, Pergunnah Azmutshahi, Z illah Burdwan. I reside at
present in Mouzah Nawabgunge, Pergunnah—----- , Zillah Maldah,
where I am Inspector.

I was told by the Detective Sub-Inspector to make enqui­
ries and see if I could find any letters written from persons 
relative to the conspiracy resulting in the north-west. I heard 
that one Tofil Shah had such letters. I therefore went to him 
and asked him if he had any letters written by defendant. If 
so, he was to produce them. He produced some letters, and this 
one, written by defendant, among the rest. I made the letters, all 
of them, over to the Detective.

The above was read to the complainant in Oordoo, which he, 
understood, and by him acknowledged to be correct.

(Sd.) E. E. Lowis.
Magistrate.

149
From A. Mackenzie, Esqr., Officiting Junior Secretary to the Go­

vernment of Bengal to the Officiating Commissioner of the 
Rajshahye Division, -(No. 2793, dated Fort William, the 22nd 
April, 1869).

I .  Ejchil?it 'B ’ is missing. 'v
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Sir,
With reference to your memorandum No. 178 of the 16th 

instant, and its annexure, I am directed to forward herewith a 
warrant, addressed to the Officer in charge of the Maldah Jail, 
for the detention in that prison, until further orders, of Moulvy 
Ameerooddin of Sandip Narainpore, Maldah, in accordance with 
the provisions of Regulation III o f 1818.

1 5 0

From C.E. Lance, Esqr., Officiating Commissioner of the Rajshahye 
Division, to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal 
(No. 182, dated Berhampore, the 21st April, 1869).

Sir,
In  continuation of my letter No. 164 dated the 8th instant 

and my memorandum No. 178, dated the I 6th instant, I have 
the honour to forward a copy of letter, dated the 3rd instant 
from the Extra Assistant Superintendent in the Detective Depart­
ment.

2. This letter shows that there is evidence to the effect 
that Ghooran has been canvassing for assistance in a jehad, 
and that he has likewise collected money for the same purpose. 
He is evidently a man of some influence, and I request the 
orders of Government as to his arrest and temporary detention.

151

From Baboo Nobokisto Ghose, Extra Assistant Supperintendent 
of Maldah, to the Magistrate of Maldah, - (dated Maldah, 
the 23rd April, 1869).

Sir,
I have the honour to report for your information that, in 

accordance with the order of the Special Deputy Inspector General 
of Police, directing me to enquire into the conduct of Ghooran 
and others, reported by M r. Gray as being concerned in the
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Wahabee conspiracy case, I repaired to Kaliachuck and first 
of all visted Mr. Gray, who informed me that Ghooran is again 
collecting money for jehad as before and is a dangerous charactcr, 
and at present living in Shersahe Musjeed, about a mile off from 
his house. I accordingly proceeded to Musjeed Shersahe and 
met with Ghooran, who said he is living there to realise the 
loans he has given to the villagers. I then searched the Musjeed 
and found some books, on the binding of one of which are 
mentioned the name and residence of Ahmedoollah, who has 
been transported for life, in the Wahabee case, and thus I was 
led to believe that Ghooran is in communication with him, and 
therefore took charge of the book herewith forwarded for your 
inspection.

After this I went to Mozompore Musjeed, where Neazee 
M oollah is a preacher. I then searched the Musjeed and disco­
vered, shoved in a Koran belonging to Nezee, a piece of paper 
called Doah (herewith enclosed1), a prayer to the Almighty to 
make them rulers by giving them sufficient power to conquer 
the Kaffirs.

I then examined the following witness 2 who then stated 
thus ^

Stated that Ghooran has been sirdar on the side of Ruffaddin 
since Nasser has been detained, and that he does not allow them 
to go and make namaz { i. e., daily prayer or salat ] in his Musjeed, 
•but says he can do so if they give assistance in jehad.

Stated that, since the release o f Ghooran, he is appointed as 
sirdar in the Musjeed of Rujfeddin of Shersahe and has collected 
fettra  as before for the purpose of jehad, and that he does not 
allow them to go and make namaz in his Musjeed, saying that they 
belong to another party, and unless they render assistance in jehad 
they will never be admitted in his Musjeed.

From the above, as well as from my private enquiry, it appe­
ars that Ghooran is a desperate and dangerous character, and has

1. M issing.
2. Names of witnesses in.the margin:

(1) Booloo o f  R aynachuck. (2) G ooran  of K ajeegram  ("3) T areebut 
o f  Raynachuk.

Names of witness to be given.
i (1). D ow lut Gallah> of A gam ilkee (2) R aynoo o f K ajeegra
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collected money for jehad even after his release. He is an Up-coun­
try man, and appears as if he formerly belonged to a regiment, 
and in his hand will be no less than 200 men. I tried my best to 
procure evidence from  men of his sect, but not a single soul 
appears to come forward to say anything against him.

From the manner of his talking to me and his followers, I see. 
he does not care a bit of this enquiry, and will doubtless continue 
in his career of collecting money for jehad, unless some strict 
measure be taken to prevent it. The evidence already collected 
against him is of men who belong to his opposite party, and henc>3 
it is doubtful whether a Ju licial Olhcer will lay any stress on such 
evidence. I have, therefore, as yet taken no steps to arrest him, 
although, in my humble opinion, [ think his release may tend to 
(create ? ) some confusion in future. Against the other two men 
attended to in Mr. Gray’s report1 I have heard nothing, and it 
is therefore needless to make any comment upon them.

1 5 2

From A. Mackenzie, Esq., Officiating Junior Secretary to the 
Government of Bengal, to the Officiating Commissioner of the 
Rajshahye Division, - (No. 3010, dated Fort William, the 30th 
April 1869).

Sir,
In reply to your letter No. 182 of the 21'st instant, reques­

ting the issue of orders for the arrest and temporary deten­
tion of one Ghooran, who is said to have been canvassing for 
assistance in a jehad, and collecting money for the same purpose, 
I am directed to say that, before taking any action in the case 
the Lioutenant-Governor would wish to have before him a judicial 
opinion of the Magistrate on the case? based on evidence given 
on oath, and in the presence of the accused, as has hitherto 
been usual in these cases.

(Sd.) A. Mackenzie.

1. Mr. G ray’s rep o rt could no t be recovered.

47—
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Pvoceedings A, Nos. 155 o f July 1869 :

From Dr. J. Fawcus, Deputy Inspector General of Jails, Lower 
Provinces, in charge of Maldah Jail, to the inspector General 
of Jails, Lower Provinces, - (No. 225, dated Maldah, the 
the 2nd July, 1869).

Sir,
In continuation of my report No. 223 of the 28th ultimo, I 

have the honor to inform you that another Wahabee prisoner, 
by name Ghoorun Khan, has been placed in this Jail for safe 
custody under the orders of the Government of Bengal, dated 
24-th ultimo, and provisions of Regulation III of 1818.

He is of the same class o f men as the other two detained 
in this Jail, and is now sick of chronic hepatities and diarrhoea 
in the Jail Hospital under the trearaent of the Medical Officer.

(Sd.) J. Fawcus.
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Amir Khan And His Descendants

154

Government o f Bengal : Judicial Department.
Proceedings A. o f August 1869,No. 62 :

1‘
Frc/m A. T. T. Peterson, Esq., to the Hon’ble W. Grey, Lieute- 

 ̂ nant-Governor of Bengal, - (dated Titaghur, the 30th July, 
1869).

My dear Mr. Grey,
)

$ I take the liberty of addressing you on the subject of a for­
mer client of mine, Ameer Khan, who has the misfortune to be 
\Anfined in custody und^r Regulation ITI of 1818. As at present 
advised, and as I have advised him, all law matters out of the ques­
tion ; and all I can ask on his behalf is, if the Government will 
njot release him on bail, which he is willing to give to any reason­
able extent, that, consistent with safe custody, his position be made 
as little irksome as possible. I need not tell you that he is a 
very old man, being full 75 years of age, and the inconveniences 
p f a prison, which would be nothing to a younger man, might be 
serious to him. He is also largely engaged in trade, of a hide mer­
chant, and at present his business is very much injured by his not 
being in a position to give directions concerning it. I would, there­
fore, on his behalf ask if he cannot be released on bail, that 
he might be removed either to the Presidency Jail or that of the 
24-Pargunnahs, or, if not to either of those Jails, to Hooghly or 
Bfirdwan, so that he may be as near Calcutta as possible. I would 
also ask that he be allowed to have separate accomodation, and if 
possible, on an upper floor ; and also that he might be allowed 
to have ojie or twp servants to attend on him, and to h£ive his



meals cooked outside ; and that he be allowed a charpoy bed 
and pillows, and the use of a hookah, and that his friends, under 
proper surveillance, be allowed to visit him at reasonable timfcs.

Should you grant my request as to his removal to any of the 
Jails above-mentioned, he is desirous, when at Patna, to have an 
interview with his grandsons before taking the train, and that he 
may be allowed to travel in such class as he may desire, he of 
course, paying the expenses of his fare. I trust you will^not 
think me unreasonable in what I ask. I purposely refrain from 
entering into any legal question, or as to the man's innocence or 
otherwise. I assume that the Government, for reasons of their 
own, find his detention necessary ; all that I ask is, that having 
regard to his age and the circumstances under which he is detained, 
whether his detention may be, consistent with discipline, rendered 
as little irksome as possible, and that he be allowed to give direc­
tions in the conduct of his business, so as to prevent as much 
possible any loss thereto. I trust that you will take a favourable 
view of this application.

(Sd.) A. T. T. Peterson.
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Proceedings A. o f August 1869, No. 63 : \

From The Hon’ble A. Eden, Secretary to the Government o^ 
Bengal, Judicial Department, to the Officiating Inspector- 
General of Police, Lower Provinces,— (No. 70T., dated Fort 
William, the 11th August, 1869)

Sir,
I am directed to inform you that the Lieutenant-Governor 

has ordered the transfer of the Wahabee prisoner Ameer Khan 
from the Gya [ Gaya ] to the Alipore Jail.

Copy forwarded to Mr. A. T. T. Peterson, for information

( Sd.) A. Eden.
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Porceedings A. o f August 1869, No. 64 :

From J. Westland, Esq., Officiating Junior Secretary to the Go­
vernment of Bengal, to the Officiating Commissioner o f the 
Presidency Division,— ( No. 4944, dated Fort William, the. 
13th August, 1899 ).

Sir,
I am directed to inform you that the Lieutenant-Governor 

has this day been pleased to direct the transfer of the Wahabee 
State prisoner Ameer Khan, from the Gya [Gaya] to the Alipore 
Jail, and to forward herewith-, for transmission to the Officer 
in charge of the latter prison, a W arrant for the detention of 
the prisoner there, under Regulation III o f 1818, and a letter 
of instructions regarding the treatment of the prisoner.

( S d .) J. Westland.

157

Proceedings A. o f August 1869, No. 65 :
Enclosed Warrant

No. 29

To the Officer in charge o f the Alipore Jail,— ( dated Fort 
William, the 13th August, 1869)

Whereas the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, for good and 
sufficient reasons, has seen fit to determine that Ameer Khan 
of Colootollah shall be placed under personal restraint in the 
Alipore Jail, you are hereby required and commanded, in pursuance 
of that determination, to receive the person above named into 
your custody, and to deal with him in conformity with the orders 

of the Lieutenant-Governor, and the- provisions of Regulation III 
of 1818.
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By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal.

( Sd. ) J. Westland.

Officiating Junior Secretary to the Government
of Bengal.

158

Proceedings A. o f August 1869, No. 66 :

From J. Westland, Esq., Officiating Junior Secretary to the Govern­
ment of Bengal, to the Officer in charge of the Alipore 
Jail, - (No. 4948, dated Fort William, the 13th August, 1869).

Sir,
With reference to the warrant this day issued for detention 

of Ameer Khan in the Alipore Jail, under Regulation III of 
1818, I Am directed to draw your attention to the terms of the 
preamble to the Regulation, and to say that the prisoner should 
not be treated as a criminal, and that when other proper acco­
modation is not available for him, he should be confined in 
the Civil Jail.

2. I am further to state that the prisoner may be for the 
present, allowed to hold intercourse with his firends at stated 
times, (say once or twice a month), provided it be in the presence, 
of the Magistrate or District Superintendent of Police, and the 
Officer in charge of the-Jail.

3. You will have the goodness to submit for the infor- 
mation of the Lieutenant-Governor on the 1st January and 1st 
July of each year, a report on the conduct, health and com­
fort of the prisoner, as required in Section 3 of the Regula­
tion cited above.

(Sd.) J. Westland.
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Note Sheet

K. W. Proceedings for August 1869, Nos. 62-66:
Please note the Places in wich State prisoners are at present 

confined.
(Sd.) W. H. R.

10. 8. 69.

Name of Jails. Name o f Prisoners.

Maldah Nazir Sirdar 

Azeerooddin 

Ghoorun Khan

Rajmehal

Patna.

Ibrahim Mundul

Mobaruck AHi 

Khoorshed Alii 

Tobaruck Alii 

Ameenooddeen 

Haji Deen Mahomed 

Boodhoo Khan 

Abdool Rahman 

Kureem Bux 

Meajie Khoda Bux 

Bhodye Khan 

Alii Hossein

t
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Name o f Jails.

Patna.

Gya

Alipore

Moorshedabad

Bhaugulpore

Name o f Prisoners.

Ellahie Bux 

Umdoo Khan 

Lookhoo

Hushmuldad Khan 

Oomaid Alii 

Ameer Khan 

Moneerooddeen 

Khoda Bux

Mitoo Promanick 

Judoo

Peer Mahomed

N.B. - The above are only the Wahabee prisoners held in detention.
A complete return of all prisoners has been called for
from Inspector-General of Jails.

(Sd.) S. C. D.

Dear Sir,
Ameer Khan is in the Gay Jail, as you say. If there is

no proper accomodation in the Burdwan Jail, will you kindly
let me know if the Hooghly Jail will answer.

An upper room is not indispensably necessary, I should 
say, if neither o f these Jails have it.

(Sd.) W. H. R.
3. 8. 69.

Dr. Fawcus, in reply to  reference about accomodating the 
State prisoner Ameer Khan in the Burdwan or Hooghly Jails, 
says there is no proper accomodation at either. From the annexed
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list it appears that there are persons similarly confined at Alipore 
and Bhaugufpore, who have been reported to be very confort- 
able. Perhaps Ameer Khan might be sent to either of those 
places’, if it be no object to separate him from the others.

Connected with this is a proposal sent up to-day, that the 
Special Deputy Magistrate, Ishree Pershad should visit him. This 
may be done before the warrant for his removal reaches Gya.

(Sd.) W. H. R.

I ordered yesterday that he should be removed to Alipore.
See that the order goes at once, and send demi-officially, ,to *Dh

m . Fawcus, a copy of Mr. Peter-
T h e  o r d e r  has been sen t  to

C a lc u t ta  for issue. son s letter, and say tha,t, ,tlje
Lieutenant-Governor desires thatI I .o  by.
as far as it can possibly be 

done, his wishes may be complied with in the matter of diet 
and accomodation.

He may see his relatives at authorised times in the presence 
of the Superintendent of Police. Tell inspector-General of Police 
that his transfer has been ordered.

(Sd.) A. E.
14. 8. 69.

These are the Reports, under Section 3 of Regulation III 
of ,1818, for the first half of 1869, regarding three State prisoners.

Hajee Moneerooddeen 
Khoda Box

Ibrahim Mundul 

-No'orders ?

Order beneath.

48—

Alipore Jail. 

Rajmehal Jail.

(Sd.) S. C. D. 
1. 8. 69.

(Sd.) J. W.
9. 8. 69.
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I think that as there are two Wahabee prisoners at Alipore 
and as Gya is over-crowded, Ameer Khan might be sent to Alipore.

(Sd.) A. E.

Very good.
(Sd.) W. G.

1 6 0

Proceedings A, o f March, 1870, Nos. 51-52 :

Memorandum from F. J. .Mouat, Esq., Inspector-General of Jails, 
Lower Provinces, - (No. 1338, dated Alipore, the 19th Feb­
ruary, 1870).

Transferred in original to the Government of Bengal, Judi­
cial Department, in obedience to5 standing orders.

Enclosure No. 1 :

From J. Fawcus, Esq., M. D., Superintendent of Alipore Jail, 
to the Inspector-General of Jails, Lower Prvinces, - (dated 
Alipore, the 19th February, 1870).

Sir’ I have the honour to forward a petition addressed to His 
Excellency the Viceroy from Ameer Khan, state prisoner in the 
Alipore Jail.

Enclosure No. 2 :

Petition of Ameer Khan of Colootollah in the town of Calcutta, 
Merchant, at present a state prisoner, arrested and detained 
under the provisions of Bengal Regulation III of 1818, to 
His Excellency the Right Hon’ble the Earl of Mayo, K. P., G. 
C. S. I., Viceroy and Governor-General of India in Council,— 
(dated 18th February, 1870).
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Sheweth to your Excellency in Council,

That your petitioner is aged seventy-five years and is an 
inhabitant of Calcutta, where he h a s  for m a n y  years resided, and 
has carried on an extensive business with many of the leading 
British merchants in Calcutta.

2. That on Saturday, the 10th day of July last, your 
p'etitioner was arrested at his residence in Colootollah in Calcutta 
aforesaid,’by M r. W. B. Birch, Assistant Commissioner of Police 
for town of Calcutta, under a warrant issued, as he is infor­
med and believes, under Bengal Regulation III of 1818.

3. That your petitioner immediately, upon being arrested 
as aforesaid, was taken from his own house in Calcutta to the 
Station of the East Indian Railway at Howrah, whence he was 
removed to the Jail at Gya [Gaya], and while in custody in the 
said Jail your petitioner was deprived of all communication with 
his family and friends, and was subjected to prison,-rules and 
prison-food, and was deprived of those comforts which, to your 
petitioner at his time of life, were absolutely necessary, and 
without tvhich his health and life were likely to be-endangered.

'4. That on or about the twentieth day of July last, 'your 
petitioner presented a petition to th? Lieutenant-Governor she­
wing, among other things, the facts hereinbefore appearing and 
shewing also that your petitioner had a very extensive business 
in hides and country-produce which he carried, on at Colootollah 
aforesaid, and at Tiretta Bazar in Culcutta, and also in Bhagul- 
pore, Terbool, Mozufferpore, and Patna, and which required his 
superintendence and advice, and that his credit must necessarily 
suffer and his business be totally ruined unless he were allowed 
at all reasonable times to communicate with his business-servants, 
and that, if deemed necessary by His Honor, such communica­
tion would be made in the presence of an Officer of Government 
or under such circumstances and conditions as to His Honor 
might seem fit, and your petitioner in his said petition prayed 
that His Honor might be pleased to order that your petitioner 
might be removed from the said Jail at Gya [Gaya],feither to 
the Presidency Jail at Calcutta or to the Alipore Jail, a copy of 
Which petition your petitioner hereunto annexes, marked 4 >
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5. That His Honor was graciously pleased to 'take into 
consideration the prayer of your petitioner in his said petition, and 
your petitioner was removed from the said jail at [ Gaya ] to the 
Alipore Jail, \frhere he now is in custody.

6. That your petitioner annexed to his petition a certificate’
signed by Mr. G. M. Blacker, M r. J. H. Cohn, Messrs. Whitne^T 
Birbthers and Company, Messrs. Cohn Brothers and Company, 
Messrs. Ernsthausen and Osterly, Messrs. Schroder, Smidt and 
Company, Messrs. Goddard and Company, Mr. R. Macalister, 
and Messrs. Lewis, Bailey and Company, who are well-known 
loading merchants in the town of Calcutta, shewing the i'njury> 
that* was likely to be done to the business of your petitioner by 
the continuance of his imprisonment. ! ’

That your petitioner believes, from what he is 'informed 
has appreared in the public newspapers published in Calcutta, thati 
he was arrested in consequence of his supposed connection with a 
s^ct of Mahomedans called Wahabees ; but whether your petition 1̂ 
er’s surmises are correct or not your petitioner is ignorant, as he 
has never had communicated to him the grounds on which the-'d'B- 
termination of Government to arrest your petitioner proceeded. ...

8. That should your petitioner be right in surmising, as he is 
led to do from the public newspapers published in Calcutta as before 
mentioned, that it is in consequence of his supposed complicity- 
with the sect ef Mahomedans called Wahabees, that h'e-ha$ been 
afresfed and detained so many months in Jail, your petiti'onef- 
most emphatically denies all connection or complicity with that 
sect. ‘Your petitioner being, as is well-known to the respectable 
Mdhomedan community in Calcutta of *the sect called SooneS 
[Sunni]', a sect which it is well-known is diametrically opposed to 
the Wahabees in points of religion. '■

‘9! Your petitioner also hears that it has been asserted *of 
him in the public newspapers that he assisted the said sect of 
WaHdbees, and he hereby saith that such assertion is false, and he 
saithi that it is wholly untrue ( that ) he has either directly or in^ 
directly assisted or aided with money, advice or money’s value the 
said sect of Wahabees or any of them, or ever has communicated 
eitTier directly or indirectly by writing or otherwise with the Said 
sect or any o f them, or in any other way assisted them, or that he
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has been cognizant of or party or privy to, or aiding in the- trea­
sonable designs against Government o f  the said sect, x>r of any 
other person or persons.

10. That your petitioner is informed that the public news­
papers state that the enquiry regarding the acts o f-the  sect of 
Mahomedans called Wahabees has been sometimes concluded.

11. That by the p r e a m b l e  of Bengal Regulation III 'o f 1818, 
it is recited ( inter alia ) that the ends of justice require, that when 
it may be determined that any person shall be placed under per­
sonal restraint otherwise than in pursuance of some judicial procee­
ding, the grounds of such determination should, from time to time, 
cojne under .revision ; and the person affected thereby should, at 
all time, be allowed freely to bring to the notice of the Governor- 
General ic  Council all circumstances relating either to the supposed 
grounds-of such determination, or to the manner in which it may 
besexecuted.<

12. That your petitioner has never had this opportunity 
afforded to Him inasmuch as he has never been informed whether, 
if ever, the grounds of such determination have from time to tirfie 
or at any time since your petitioner’s arrest, come under revision 
as'contemplated by the said preamble.

13. That your petitioner is allowed but limited intercourse 
With his business agents. His Honor the Leiutenant-Governor 
having, by order dated Sooree, fourth October, one thousand 
eight hundred and sixty-nine, restricted your petitioner’s inter­
course'with his business agents to three times a week. That, this 
restricted intercourse with your petitioner’s business agents renders 
it almost impossible for your petitioner to carry on the business 
of his tra’de, which, from its nature, requires your petitioner’s- 
personal superintendence ; and your petitioners’s imprisonment 
alone— were he permitted unlimited intercourse with his busin-ess 
agents— would suffice to prevent his being able efficiently to carry 
on the same. Your petitioner’s credit is in consequence of his 
absence from the management of his trade and businessfgradually 
ifnpaired and your petitioner fears that (as) such his trade and busi­
ness will, in a short time, cease to be carried on at a profit, and 
of necessity be closed for want of his superintendence, and your 
petitioner be thus deprived of his only source of livelihood.
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14. That your petitioner’s long confinement in Jail, and 
the anxiety consequent thereon, have much Impaired your peti­
tioner s vital energies, and have seriously injured his constitu­
tion your petitioner being, as before stated, an old man who 
has completed his seventy-fifth year.

15. That on the twenty-fifth of September, one thousand 
eight hundred and sixty-nine, your petitioner again petitioned 
His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, praying to be 
released from custody ; and by a resolution of His Honor’s dated 
fourth October, one thousand eight hundred and sixty-nine, His 
Honor informed your petitioner that he was unable to comply 
with your petitioner’s request, a copy of which petition and resolu­
tion your petitioner herewith annexes, marked B.

16. That on the tenth day of December, one thousand 
eight hundred and sixty-nine, your petitioner again petitioned 
His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, praying to be 
released, or should His Honor not deem it advisable so to direct 
that your petitioner might be furnished with the ground which 
determined the issue of the warrant by which your petitioner 
was arrested, and that your petitioner might be at liberty to 
freely bring to notice all circumstances relating thereto, a copy 
of which petition your petitioner hereunto annexes, marked C.

17. That your petitioner has received no formal reply to 
his said petition, but has been informed that it is not the inten­
tion of government to take any action on his said petition.

18. Tli^t on the thirty-first day of December, one thousand 
eight hundred and sixty-nine, your petitioner on the occasion 
of the visit of His Royal Highness the Duke of Edinburgh to 
Calcutta petitioned your Excellency, praying that your Excellency 
might be pleased to order that your petitioner might be released 
from custody, subject to such conditions as to your Excellency 
might seem fit, a copy of which petition your petitioner hereunto 
annexes, marked D.

Your petitioner, therefore, humbly prays that your Excellency 
in Council may be pleased to order that your petitioner be released 
from custody, or if  your Excellency in Council should not think 
fit to make such order at present, that your Excellency in Coun­
cil will be pleased to order that your petitioner may be furnished
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with the grounds on which the determination to place your 
petitioner under personal restraint was come to, and that your 
petitioner be allowed freely to bring to the notice of your Excell­
ency in Council all circumstances relating either to the supposed 
grounds of such determination or the manner in which it has been 
executed.

And your petitioner shall ever pray.
February I8th, 1870.

(Sd.) Ameer Khan.

Enclosure No. 3 :

Marked A

Petition of Ameer Khan of Cuolotollah in the Town of Calcutta, 
merchant, at present a state prisoner, arrested and detained 
under the provisions of Bengal Regulation III of 1818 to 
the Hon’ble W. Grey, Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal,— 
(dated Calcutta, the 20th July 1869).

Sheweth,
That your petitioner is an inhabitant of Calcutta, where 

he has for many years resided and has carried of extensive busi­
ness with many of the leading British merchants in Calcutta.

That on Saturday, the tenth day of the present month of 
July ( 1869 ), your petitioner was arrested at his residence in 
Colootollah, in the town of Calcutta, by Mr. W. B. Birch, Assistant 
Commissioner of police for the town of Calcutta, under a warrant 
issued by your Honor, as he is informed and believes, under 
Bengal Regulation III of 1818, but y o u r  petitioner has not been 
informed nor has he been made aware of the grounds upon 
which he has been arrested and is detained in custody, nor have 
the legal advisers of your petitioner been since able to ascertain 
such grounds.

That your petitioner, immediately upon being arrested as 
aforesaid, was taken from his own house in Calcutta to the Station 
of the East Indian Railway at Howrah, whence he was removed to 
the jail at Gya [ Gaya ], under the orders of your Honor, where 
he now lies in custody, deprived of all communication with his
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family and friends, and is subjected to prison rules and prison 
food, and is deprived of those comforts, which to your petitioned 
at his time of life, are absolutely necessary, and without which his 
health and life will be endangered.

That your petitioner has not to his knowledge, directly or 
indirectly committed nor has he any intention of committing any 
act in contravention of the laws o f British India, nor is he aware 
that he has done any act which has rendered it necessary that he 
should be placed under personal restraint, and he respectfully 
submits to your Honor that the steps taken against him under 
Regulation III of 1818 are not warranted by any act of his, nor 
can he imagine any reason why i t  should have been deemed nece­
ssary to put him in confinement and remove him to a distance from 
all his friends and relatives, and your petitioner would, on that 
ground alone, submit that he ought to be forthwith set at liberty

Your petitioner submits that if it appears necessary to your 
Honor for purpose of state to put in force the large powers> given 
for the arrest of persons against whom there is not sufficient ground 
to institute judicial proceedings and to detain him in custody, in 
the preamble to the above Regulation it is stated that the ends of 
justice require that due attention be paid to the health of every 
state prisoner confined under that Regulation and that suitable pro­
vision be made for his support according to his rank in life, and to 
his own wants and those of his family.

That your petitioner is a man of great age, that is to say, of 
the age of seventy-five years, and is very weak and infirm,* arid 
still suffering from the effects of a fever he had about eighteen 
months previously, and that having been accustomed to majiy 
comforts of which he is now deprived, his imprisonment *in 
this present place of confinement, if protracted for any times;
Will, in all probability, terminate in his death. *

That the prison at Gya [Gaya] to which your petitioner 
Has been so removed is a poor and mean place, and one where 
it is impossible that your petitioner, at his time of life, can
reasonably enjoy his health, m ore especially as he is deprived
o f all suitable provisions having regard to his age and the 
state of his health.

0
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That if  your Honor, for state purposes, deem it necessary 
to keep your petitioner in custoday, your petitioner respectfully 
submits that he should be removed either to the Presidency jail in 
Calcutta or to the jail at Alipore, in either of which places, your 
petitioner submits that suitable accommodation combined with 
safe custoday, can he afforded, and at the same time that suitable 
provision can be made for his support according to his rank 
in life, (so) tha t his health may not be endangered.

That your petitioner is willing to submit and does submit 
to the orders of Government, and is not desirous of being removed 
to the said Presidency or to the Alipore jail for any, save that 
of his health and comfort until such time as the government shall 
deem fit to order his release or to bring him to trial upon such 
charge as the Government may have to make against him.

That your petitioner has very extensive business in hides 
and country produce which he carries on at Colootollah afore­
said and at Tiretta Bazar in Calcutta, and also in Bhagul- 
pore, Tirhoot, Mozufferpore and Patna and which requires his 
superintendence and advice and his credit must necessarily suffer 
and his business be totally ruined unless he is allowed at all 
reasonable times to communicate with his business servants ; 
and if deemed necessary by your Honor such communication 
can be made in the presence of an Officer of Government or 
under such circumstances and conditions as to your Honor may' 
seem fit.

That your petitioner is willing and hereby offers to pay all 
or any expenses that may be incurred by the Government, as well 
as for any extra guards or officers of Government that may be con­
sidered necessary to employ for his removal, or for the custody 
of your petitioner whilst in the said Presidency jail at Calcutta 
or Alipore jail, and also for the hire of suitable apartments in 
such jail in case any can be hired, and your petitioner is ready 
and hereby offers to furnish good and ample security for his con­
duct whilst he shall be so detained in the said Presidency or 
Alipore jail.

Your petitioner, therefore, humbly prays that your Honor 
may be pleased to order that your petitioner be removed from

49—
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the said jail at Gya [ Gaya ], either to the Presidency jail at 
Calcutta or to the Alipore jail, and that your Honor will be pleased 
to order that suitable apartment may be set apart for your peti­
tioner in jail and for such number of servants as your Honor may' 
think fit, taking into consideration your petitioner’s age and cir­
cumstances in life, and that he may be allowed to communicate 
with his family, his servants and others at all reasonable times, and 
under such circumstances and conditions as to your Honor shall 
seem fit.

And your petitioners shall over pray, & c.

Enclosure No. 4 :

Marked B

Petition of Ameer Khan of Colootollah in the town o f Calcu­
tta, Merchant, at present a state prisoner, arrested and 
detained under the provision of Bengal Regulation III of 
1818, to the Hon’ble W. Grey, Lieutenant-Governor of Ben­
gal.

Sheweth,
That your petitioner is an inhabitant of Calcutta, where 

he has for many years resided and has carried on an extensive 
business with many of the leading British merchants in Calcutta.

That on Saturday, the tenth day of July last, your peti­
tioner was arrested at his residence in Colootollah, in Calcutta 
aforesaid, by Mr. W. B. Birch, Assistant Commissioner of Police 
for the town of Calcutta, under a warrant issued by your Honor, as 
he is informed and believes, under Bengal Regulation III of 1818.

That your petitioner upon being arrested as aforesaid, was 
taken from his own house in Calcutta to the Station of the 
East Indian Railway Hawrah, from whence [«c!] he was removed to 
the jail a t Gya [Gaya] under the orders of your Honor, and 
while in custody in the said jail your petitioner was deprived 
o f all communication with his family and friends and was subjected 
to prison rules and prison food, and was deprived of those comforts 
which, to your petitioner at his time of life, were absolutely
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necessary, and without which his health and life were likely 
to be endangered.

That on or about the twentieth day of July last, your 
petitioner presented a petition to your Honor, shewing, among 
other things, the facts hereinbefore appearing, and,shewing also 
that your petitioner had a very extensive business in hides and 
country produce which he carried on at Colootollah aforesaid, 
ahd at Tiretta Bazar in Calcutta, and also in Bhagulpore, Tirhoot, 
Mozufferpore and Patna, and which require his superintendence 
and advice, and that his credit must necessarily suffer and his 
business be totally ruined unless he is allowed at all reasonable 
times to communicate with his business servants, and that, if 
deemed necessary by your Honor, such communication would 
be made in the presence of an Officer of Government, or under 
such circumstances and conditions as to your Honor might seem 
fit ; and your petitioner in his said petition prayed that your 
Honor might he pleased to order that your petitioner might 
he removed from the said jail at Gya [Gaya], either to the 
Presidency jail at Calcutta or to the Alipore jail, and that your 
Honor would be pleased to order that suitable apartments might 
be set apart for your petitioner in such jail and for such number 
of servants as your Honor might think fit (taking into consi­
deration your petitioner’s age and circumstances in life ), and 
that your petitioner might be allowed to communicate with his 
family, his servants, and others, at all reasonable times, and 
under such circumstances and conditions as to your Honor should 
seem fit.

That your Honor was graciusly pleased to take into consi­
deration the prayer of your petitioner in his said .petition, and 
your petitioner was, by order of your Honor, removed from the said 
jail at Gya [Gaya] to the Alipore jail where he now is in custody ; 
and suitable apartments were set apart for your petitioner in 
the said jail and servants allowed him ; and your petitioner 
is allowed, by order of your Honor, to communicate with his 
legal advisers at all reasonable times and communicate with his 
business servants once in each week.

That since your petitioner has been in custody in the said 
Alipore jail, your petitioner has had allowed him every comfort
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which, under the circumstances, could be granted to him, and 
your petitioner expresses his grateful thanks to your Honor for 
having allowed him this mitigation of the rigors of his impriso­
nment, but not withstanding that your patitioner is allowed such 
comforts and that every possible attention is paid to the health 
of your petitioner, the health of your petitioner has suffered 
from his long confinements in jail and he has become depressed 
in spirits, has lost his appetite, and is unable to obtain his 
proper amount of sleep, and your petitioner helioves that such 
confinement if long continued will permanently injure the health 
and be dangerous to the life of your petitioner.

That your petitioner has consulted Drs. Brougham and Baillie 
who have expressed their willingness to certify as to the state 
of your petitioner's health should your Honor be pleased to 
refer to them.

That although your petitioner is allowed to communicate 
with his business servants under the restrictions aforesaid, your 
petitioner is unable, under such restrictions, and while confined 
in the said jail, to pay such attention to his business as is nece­
ssary for its proper management, and your petitioner’s business 
is daily suffering for want of his personal attention and super­
vision, and his credit is diminished by the imputation cast upon 
his charater by his being kept in prison and your petitioner fears 
that if  he is much longer detained in prison, his business will 
be entirely ruined in consequence of such want of personal atten­
tion and supervision, and loss of credit as aforesaid.

That your petitioner has annexed to this petition a certi­
ficate signed by Mr. G. M. Blacker, Mr. J. H. Cohn, Messrs. 
Whitney Brothers and Company, Messrs. Cohn Brothers and 
Company, Messrs Borradaile Schiller and Company, Messrs. Huber 
and Company, Messrs. Earnsthausen and Osterly, Messrs. jSchro- 
des, Smidt and Company, Messrs. Goddard and Company, Mr. R. 
Macallister, and Messrs, Lewis Bailey and Company, who are 
well-knowq leading merchants in the town of Calcutta, shewing 
the injury that is likely to be done to the business of your 
petitioner by the continuance of his imprisonment.

That your petitioner has now been detained in custody
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for eleven weeks and has not been brought to trial, nor has 
any definite charge been laid against him.

That your petitioner is informed, but whether co rrectly 
or not your petitioner has no means of knowing with certainty 
that the cause of his arrest and detention is a suspicion that 
he is in some way connected with an alleged treasonable con­
spiracy carried on by certain persons belonging to a sect of 
Mahomedans known as Wahabees.

That your petitioner solemnly denies being in any way 
connecte.d with or having any time taken part in or given any 
assistance or encouragement to, or being cognizant of the designs 
of any such conspiracy, and repeats the assertion contained in 
his former petition that your petition has not, to his knowledge 
directly or indirectly committed, nor has he any intention of 
committing any act in cotravension of the laws of British India, 
nor is he aware that he has done any act which has rendered 
it necessary that he should be placed under personal restraint; 
and he respectfully submits to your Honor that the steps 
taken against him under Regulation III o f 1818, are not warranted 
by any act of his, and your petitioner would, on that ground 

alone, submit that he ought forthwith to be set at liberty.
That your petitioner further submits that the length of time 

which has elasped since the arrest of your petitioner, without 
V ^ an j^ s te p s  being taken to bring him to trial or any definite charge 

being laid against him, shew the unfounded nature of the sus­
picions upon which he has been arrested.

That your petitioner has heard, but he has no personal 
knowledge of the fact, that there exist aomng Mahomedans a 

—~ fanatic sect known by the name of Wahabees, who profess to 
be the only orthodox believers, and consider as sinful and abs­
tain from many pleasures which are freely indulged in by other 
Mahomedans, such as being present at nautches and other festal 
entertainments, and smoking tobacco, and they generally keep 
themselves aloof from social intercourse or religious communion 
with other Mahomedans who are not of their sect.

That your petitioner has no connection whatever with the 
said sect of Wahabees, and he always lived in terms of social
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intercourse and religious communion with other respectable Ma- 
homedans of this city, and is frequently present at nautches and 
other festal entertainments and habitually indulge in smoking 
tobacco.

That if your Honor shall be pleased to grant the prayer 
of this humble petitioner and to release your petitioner from 
confinement, your petitioner is willing to submit to such surveill­
ance as your Honor shall deem necessary, and if it shall seem 
fit to your Honor so to direct to present himself before such 
officer of Government at such times and places as your Honor 
shall be pleased to order and also to furnish such security to 
any reasonable extent for his submission to such surveillance 
and compliance with such conditions as your Honor shall be 
pleased to direct, and also for his general good behaviour and 
loyalty.

Your petitioner, therefore, humbly prays that your Honor 
may be pleased to order that your petitioner may be released 
from custody subject to such conditions as your Honor may be 
pleased to  direct.

And your petitioner shall ever pray etc.

( Sd. ) Ameer Khan.

Enclosure No. 5 :

Government of Bengal 
Resolution 

Judicial
Dated Sooree, the 4th October 1869.

Read a petition dated the 25th ultimo from Ameer Khan 
a state prisoner, confined in the Alipore jail, representing the 
hardship of his case and praying for release.

ORDER—Ordered, that the petitioner be informed that the 
Lieutenant-Governor is unable at present to comply with his re­
quest. From enquiries made the Lieutenant-Governor finds that 
there is not the slightest reason for apprehending any injury to 
the petitioner’s health from his confinement. The petitioner will 
be allowed to see his business agents three times a week if he 
initiates his wish to do so to the Superintendent, Alipore jail.



Amir Khan 391

(Copy forwarded to the petitioner for information.)

Sooree
The 4th October, 1869.

By order of the Lieutenant-Governor
of Bengal, 

(Sd.) A. Eden.
Secretary to the Government 

of Bengal.

Enclosure No. 6 :

Marked C

Petition of Ameer Khan of Colootollah in the Town of Calcutta, 
Merchant, at present a state prisoner, confined in the Alipore 
Jail under the provisions of Bengal Regulation III of 1818, 
to the Hon’ble W. Grey, Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
( dated Alipore Jail, the 10th December, 1869).

Sheweth, 1
That your petitioner is aged seventy-five yedrs and is an jn- 

habitant of the town of Calcutta, and has therein resided and 
carried on very large and extensive business for many years.

That on the tenth day of July, one thousand eight hundred 
sixty-nine, your petitioner was arrested at his residence and place 
of business in the town of Calcutta, under a warrant issued by your 
Honor, as your petitioner is informed, under Bengal Regulation 
III of 1818.

That immediately upon your petitioner being so arrested and 
on the same day he was removed to Howrah and thence by 
rail to Gya, and there lodged in jail and there detained, 
suffering great hardship and subjected to prison rules and diet, 
until the twenty-third day of August last, when your petitioner 
was removed to the Alipore jail by the order of your Honor, made 
upon reading a petition from your petitioner, dated the 20th Jjuly, 
one thousand eight hundred sixty-nine, praying that he might be 
so removed.
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That from the time of your petitioner’s arrest to the present 
time, your petitioner has patiently remained in duress, awaiting 
your Honor’s pleasure once only petitioning your Honor, viz., 
on the twenty-fifth day of September last for his release.

That your petitioner is informed that the public newspapers 
state that the enquiry regarding the acts of a sect of Mahomedans 
called Wahabees has been concluded.

That your petitioner believes, from what he is informed has 
appeared in the public newspapers published in Calcutta, that he 
was arrested in consequence of his supposed connection with this 
sect ; but whether your petitioner’s surmises are correct or not, 
your petitioner is ignorant as he has never had communicated to 
him the grounds on which the determination of Government to 
arrest your petitioner proceeded.

That by the preamble o f Bengal Regulation III of 1818, 
it is recited ( inter a lia ) that the ends of justice require that 
when it may be determined that any person shall be placed 
undei personal restraint, otherwise than in pursuance of some 
judicial proceeding, the grounds of such determination should, 
frbm time to time, come under revision, and the person affected 
thereby should, at all times, be allowed freely to bring to the 
notice of the Governor-General in Council all circumstances 
relating either to the supposed grounds of such determination 
or to the manner in which it may be executed.

That your petitioner has never had this opportunity aforded 
to him, inasmuch as he has never been informed whether, if 
ever, the grounds of such determination have, from time to 
time or at any time since your petitioner’s arrest, come under 
revision as contemplated by the said preamble.

That your petitioner is allowed but limited intercourse with 
his business-agents, your Honor having, by order dated Sooree, 
fourth October, one thousand eight hundrdd sixty-nine, restricted 
your petitioner’s intercourse with his business-agents to three 
times a week. That this restricted intercourse with your peti­
tioner’s business-agents renders it alm ost impossible for your 
petitioner to carry on the business of his trade, which, from 
its nature, requires your petitioner's personal superintendence; 
and your petitioner’s imprisonment alone— where he is permitted



Amir Khan 395

unlimited intercourse with his business agents— would suffice 
to prevent bis being able efficiently to carry on the same. Your 
petitioner’s credit is in consequence of his absence from the 
management of his trade and business gradually impaired ; and 
your petitioner fears that as such his trade and business will, in 
a very short time, cease to be carried on at a profit, and of 
necessity be closed for want of his superintendence, and your 
petitioner be thus deprived of his only source of livelihood.

That your petitioner’s long confinement in jail and the anxi­
ety consequent thereon, have much impaired your petitioner’s 
vital energies, and have seriously injured his constitution, your 
petitioner being, as before stated, an old man who has completed 
his seventy five years.

That should your petitioner be might in surmising, as he is let 
to do from the public newspapers published in Calcutta as before 
mentioned, that it is in consequence of his supposed complicity 
with the sect of Mahomedans called Wahabees that he has been 
arrested and detained so many months in jail, your petittoner 
most emphatically denies all connection or complicity with that 
sect. Your petitioner being, as is well-known to the respectable 
Mahomedan community in Calcutta, of the sect callep Soonee, 
a sect which your Honor well know is diametrically opposed 
to the Wahabees in points of religion.

Your petitioner also hears that it has been asserted of him 
in the public newspapers that he assisted the said sect of Wahabees, 
and he hereby saith that such assertion is false, and he saith 
that it is wholly untrue that he has either directly or indirectly 
assisted or aided with money, advice or money’s value the said 
sect of Wahabees, or any of them, or ever has communicated 
either directly or indirectly, by writing or otherwiso, with the 
said sect, or any of them, or in any other way assisted them, 
or that he has been cognizant, or party or privy to, or aiding 
in the treasonable designs against Government of the said sect, 
or of any other person or persons.

That all communications that have passed between your 
petitioner and Mahomedans residing elsewhere than in Calcutta,

5 0 -

\
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have solely related to business transactions in which your peti­
tioner was engaged.

Your petitioner, therefore, humbly prays that your Honor* 
will be pleased to order your petitioner to be a t once released, 
or if your Honor should not deem it consistent so to do, that 
your Honor will older that the grounds which determined the 
issue o f the warrant by which your petitioner was arrested, should 
be at once furnished to your petitioner, and your petitioner be 
at liverty to freely bring to notice all circumstances relating thereto.

And your petitioner will ever pray.
( Sd. ) Ameer Khan.

Signed in my presence 
J. Fawcus,

Alipore Jail,
10th December, 1869.

Enclosure No. 7 :
Marked D

Petition of Ameer Khan of Collootollah in the Town of Calcu­
tta, Merchant, at present a state prisoner, arrested and 
detained under the provisions of Bengal Regulation III of 
1818, to His Excellency the Right Hon’ble Richard South- 
well Bourke, Earl of Mayo, Viscount Mayo of Monycrower, 
Baron Naas of Naas, K. P., Viceroy and Governor General 
of India.

Sheweth,

That on Saturday, the tenth of July, your petitioner was 
arrested at his residence in Colootollah, in the town of Calcutta, 
by the Assistant Comissioner of Police for the town of Calcutta, 
under a warrant issued by His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor of 
Bengal, as your petitioner believes, under Bengal Regulation III 
of 1818 ; but your petitioner has never been made aware of the 
grounds upon which he has been arrested and is detained in cus­
tody, nor has your petitioner been since able to ascertain such 
grounds although he has now been imprisoned upwards -of five 
months.

I
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2. That your petitioner has reason to believe, from certain
< articles that have appeared in the public newspapers, that he has

been arrested and detained under suspicion of being implicated 
in, or giving support to a conspiracy against the Government of 
India for the subversion of the empire by a colony of about four 
hundred men belonging to a certain sect called Wahabees, residing 
on the Mohabun on the northern frontiers of the empire, half of 

^  whom, together with their leader, are (according to the said news­
papers ) prostrate with fever.

3. That your petitioner never has been and is not now in 
any way connected with the said sect called Wahabees, nor is 
he in any way implicated in, nor has been ever given any support 
to any conspiracy against the Government of India, but has always 
been and is now a good citizen and a loyal subject of Her Most 
Gracious Majesty Queen Victoria.

I 4. That your petitioner is a man of great age, that is to say,
of the age o f serventy-five years, and is weak and infirm, and has 
suffered much and is still suffering from the effects of his confine­
ment, being deprived of comforts to which he has been accustomed.

5. That your petitioner has petitioned His Honor the Lieute­
nant-Governor of Bengal to be released from custody, subject to 
such condition as to His Honor should seem fit, but without 
avail.

6. Your petitioner submits that the powerful British Govern­
ment cannot: seriously fear the result of an attempt at insurrection 
which might be made by the miserable handful of men referred 
to by the newspapers, or of any attempt to assist them by s\ich 
an aged and infirm man as your petitioner, even if he were disposed 
to do so, which however he most earnestly assures your Excellency 
he is not.

 ̂ 7. That on the present joyful occasion of the visit of His
Royal Highness the Duke of Edinburgh, a son of Her Most Gra­
cious Majesty the Queen, to Calcutta, even the guilty might look 
for grace and pardon, and your petitioner who is an innocent 
man, hopes that on this auspicious occasion some favour m aybe 
shown to him and that he may be released from confinement and 
suffered to return to his home, subject to such surveillance as to 
fye Gpvernnient may seen necessary or expedient,
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Your petitioner, the refore, humbly prays that your Excellen­
cy may be pleased to order that your petitioner may be released 
from custody, subject to such conditions as to your Excellency 
may seen fit'.

And your petitioner shall ever pray.

(Sd.) Ameer Khan.

161

File No. 271 A : Proceedings for April 1874 :

Subject : Sale of the property of Wahabee convict Ameer Khan.

From  the Assistant Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, - ( dated Calcutta, No. 
4143A., the 30th January 1874).

Sir,
I am directed by the Lieutenant-Governor to request your 

attention to this office letter No. 4143 dated the 9th September 
1873, calling for further report promised by you in regard to the 
disposal of the property of the convict Ameer Khan in Colootollah.

(Sd.) illegible.

(Marked as Proceedings for April/74 No. 326B, Reminder No. 1).

162

From Hon’ble Stuart Hogg, Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, to 
the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Judicial De­
partment, ( dated Fort William, No. 532, 9th April, 1874).

Sir,
Referring to your letter No. 1332 of the 8th March 1873 

and subsequent communications regarding the sale by public



Amir Khan 397

auction after due advertisement of the property of the -convict 
Ameer Khan in Colootollah Street, I have the honor to forward 
for submission to the Hon’ble the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal 
copy of a letter from the Solicitor to Government No. 357, dated 
yesterday, together with the draft particulars of sale, conditions 
o f sale and form of conveyance to be executed to the purchaser, 
I solicit the instructions of His Honor in the matter and would 
suggest that the property be sold peremtorily to the highest bider 
by Messrs. Mackenzie Lyall & Co., who will duly advertise the 
particulars and conditions of the sale.

2. The return of the draft is solicited.

(Sd.) Stuart Hogg.

163

To the Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, • (dated Calcutta, No. 
357, 7th April 1874).

Sir,
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 

No. 500 dated the 6th instant regarding the disposal of the pro­
perty of the convict Ameer Khan in Colootollah and I beg to 
forward to you Draft particulars o f sale, conditions of sale and 
form of conveyance to be executed to the purchaser, for sub­
mission to Government, and for instructions as to when it is 
desired the sale should taken place and what reserve should 
be put upon the property. I should mention that the drafts 
submitted have been settled and approved by the standing counsel.

('Sd.) C. Sanderson. 
Solicitor to Government.
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Note Sheet :

Government o f Bengal, Judicial.
File No. 271 Serial No. 3.
Proceedings for April/74 No. 327/8B.

Subject : Sale of property of Ameer Khan.

With reference to this office No. 1332 of the 8th March 
1'873, forwards copy of a letter from the Government Solicitor 
with draft particulars of sale, conditions of sale and forms of 
conveyance to be executed to th£ purchaser and solicits instruc­
tions in .the m atter and suggests that the property be sold by 
Messrs. Mackenzie Lyall & Co. Requests return of the draft.

Commissioner o f Police No. 532 o f  9th April,
Petr. B. Aprilj74 No. 326/9.

W hat claims were made to the House belonging to the 
Wahabi convict Ameer Khan in Colootollah, attached as forfeited 
to Government having been finally disposed of on 8th March 
1873, Governmet approved of the proposal to solicit by auction 
after due advertisement. The Solicitor to Government has taken 
more than a year to complete the abstract of title, draw up 
the conditions of saie, draft a conveyance, and prepare the matter 
for final disposal. At last, however, all this has been done and 
the draft documents are submitted for approval. These being 
of a technical nature it is not necessary to revise them here. 
The standing counsel has done this and approved them. Instruc 
•tions are, however, required as to

1. Date of sale.
2. By whom to be made ( sale ? ).
3. W hat reserve price if any to be put on the property.
The Commissioner of police recommends that the property

be sold peremtorily to the highest bidder by Messrs. Macke­
nzie Lyall & Co.

Surely it will be as well to ascertain what the land etc., would 
b© worth to Government if retained in it? own hands. This might



be made the apeal price. The date of sale should be sq fixed that 
due notice may be given to intending purchasers. Advertisements 
should probably not be confined to the Exchange Gazettee but also 
put in the chief native papers in the vernacular.

(Sd.) illegible.
16. 4. 1874.

Authorise the sale of the property referred to by public auc­

tion to the highest bidder.
Therefore Messrs. Mackenzie Lyajl & Co., can be entrusted 

with the sale after proper advertisement.
The date of the sale can be fixed by ,the .Commissioner of 

Police in communication with Messrs. Mackenzie Lyall & Co. 
<as to secure due publicity to the both at the Presidency and in> the 
MufassU.

I

(Sd.) illegible.

164

Government of Bengal : Judicial. (No. 1615, dated 18th April, 
1874).-

To the Commissioner of Police, Calcutta. '

Sir, i
J t

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your No. 532 
dated the 9th instant with its enclosure and in reply to say that 
the Lieutenant-Governor authorises the sale by public auction to 
the highest bidder of the house and premises No. 11 Colootollah 
Street, Calcutta, the property of the Wahabee convict Ameer Khan.

2. Messrs. Mackenzie Lyall & Co. can be entrusted with 
the sale of the property, after proper advertisement. The date 
of the sale can be fixed by you in communication with Messrs. 
Mackenzie Lyall & Co. and should be so arranged as to secure 
due publici-ty to intending purchasers both at the Presidency and 
in the Mufassil.
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3. The drafts of particulars of sale, conditions of sale and 
form of conveyance to be executed to the purchaser are here­
with returned as requested.

( Sd. ) illegible.
17.‘4/1874.

165
«

Government of Bengal : Judicial Departm ent, Judicial Branch. 
File No. 271'A : Proceedings for June 1874.

Subject: Sale of the property o f convict Ameer Khan.

From Hon’ble Stuart Hogg, Commissioner df Police, Calcutta, 
to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Judicial 
Department,— (dated Fort William, No. 874, the 10th Jtine, 
1874).

Sir,
In obedience to the orders of the Hon’ble Lieutenant- 

Governor of Bengal, conveyed in your letter No. 1615 of April 
last, I have the honor to report for His Honor’s information 
that I have received a communication from the Solicitor to Go­
vernment intimating that the house and premises in Colootollah 
Street fcjrmerly beloging to the convict Ameer Khan were this 
day sold by Mackenzie Lyalt & Co. by public auction to the 
highest bidder and realised Rs. 24,500.

( S d .) Sturfrt Hogg.

166

Government of Bengal : Judicial Department, Judicial Branch, 
File no. 271, Serial no. 8, No. of Proceedings 416-419, July, 1874.

Subject : Sale of Property of the  Wahabee /convict Ameer 
Khan. i



/ Amir Khah

From Hon’ble Stuart Hogg, Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, 
to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Judicial De­
partment, - (dated Fort William, No. 981, 1st July, 1874).

i

Sir, 1!’
In continuation of my letter No. 874 of the 10th ultimo, I 

have the honor to forward at the request of'the Solicitor to •Govern­
ment the' accompaying conveyance to Hajee Vyadanat Jonas, ttfe 
purchaser of the premises No. 11 Colootollah Strefet,- ^foAneriy the 
'property of the convict Ameer Khan. I  shall feel obliged by your 
executing the conveyance with the necessary attestation and returff- 
ilig i t ‘to me at your early convenience for registration. ^

2. Mr. Sahderson has sent me a cheque on the Bank of Ben­
gal for Rs. 17,500, in part of the purchase money for 1 h^ -house. 
1 ‘now await- the receipt of balance from the auctioners Messrs. 
Mackenzie Lyall & Co., together with the proceeds of the -house­
hold property belonging to the convict which has likewise been sold 
by auction. I solicit the orders of His Honor regarding the dis­
posal of the sums now paid in on the account of Government. I 
may mention that some house assessment bills are payable for the 
period during which the Colootollah house was in charge of' tHe 
Police. I request authority to discharge the bills* in question.

,• I f
(Sd.) Stuart Hogg.-

Note Sheet : <■- 1

The conveyance has been drawn for signature by the Secre­
tary’inthe-General and Revenue Departm ent. -Should this standf 

Yes. » 1

(Sd.) illegible.
-i I i

The sale proceeds may be ordered to be deposited- in the 
Bank'j and credited to Government. The assessment bills may 
be authorised to bQ. paid.

(Sd.) illegible.
,» *51-4-

)»
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167

To the Commissioner of Police, C alcutta,- (dated 14th July, 1874). 
Sir,

In returning herewith duly signed by the Secretary to the 
Government of Bengal in the General and Revenue Depart­
ment the conveyance received with your letter No; 981, dated 
the 1st July, I am directed to say that the Lieutenant-Governor 
sanctions payment at the rates charged for unoccupied buildings 
o f the municipal taxes due up to date of sale on the premises 
No. 11 Colootollah. The balance of the sale proceeds of the 
property should then be paid into the Bank of Bengal and 
credited, to Government. You should report having carried out 
these orders. The necessary communication has been made to 
Ihe Accountant General.

( Sd. ) illegible

168
Report of the Deputy Commissioner of Police, Calcutta,— (dated 

21st July, 1374).
My dear Crawfurd,

The net amount realised by the sale of the property of 
the convict Ameer Khan movable and immovable is Rs.-,23,837-H-3 
as under :-
House No. 11 Colootollah S t r e e t ---Rs. .23, 500,-0-0
Less auctioners’ commission and charges — Rs. 522-12-6

Rs. 22, 977-3-6

Sale of household property ------Rs. 995-13-6
Less commission and charges —■>— Rs.______ 135-5-3

Rs.- S60-8-3
Total Rs. 23/837-11-3

An official reply will be sent to your letter of the 14th, 
No. 2835 as soon as the house assessment bills are paid.

( S d .) illegible.
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Here is a windfall.of over Rs. 23,000. Might the Govern­
ment of India not be prevailed upon to grant it for an orphanage- 
reformatoty-hospital or some o ther work of charity ? * They gave 
Ahmedoollaii’s property to the*Patna Municipality.

( S d .) illegible.

Submitted the deed to Mr. Dampier in the -first instance 
for his signature and return to the Commissioner of Police wfto 
can be authorised to discharge the assessment bills payable for 
the period during which the house was in the hands of t^e Police. 
The balance had better be paid into the Bank and credited to 
Government. The Commissioner of Police reporting tfie same.

Re-submit after issu e 'o f  such letter returning the deed and 
I will take the L.G.'s [Lieutenant-GovernorY.] orders about the 
money.

( S/d.) illegible.
10. 7. 74.

Done.
( Sd. ) illegible.

To Secretary in the General Department. *

(Sfcd.) illegible.
11 .7 .74 .

The Secretary’s initials are required in the first page of 
the conveyance.

(Sd.) illegible.
13. 7.74.

To Secretary, Revenue Department.
<Sd.) ^legible.

13. 7. 74.

This file is re-submitted after issue of our No. 2855/6 below.

(Sd.) illpgible.
15. 7.74,
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'It has come too late for me to speak to the L. G. on 
the 'subject.

Submit a draft to India representing thd case of how the 
money has come into our hands and ask whether the' proceeds 
of the sale would be given to this Government for the establish­
ment of a reformatory for juvenile offenders. The necessity for 
such afi institution has been for some time under considera­
tion and the mode of carrying it out is before a Committee 
as recently reported to India. The necessity too has recently 
attracted’the attention of the Viceroy.

(Sd.) illegible.,
16, 7, 74 .I »

/

169

To the Secretary to the Government of India, Home Depart­
ment, (No. 2979, dated the 23rd July, 1874)
I am desired to report for the information of the Govern­

ment of India that on the conviction of Ameer Khan, the Wahabee, 
by the Judge of Patna, a considerable amount of property belonging 
to him in various districts of Behar and in Calcutta, was forfei­
ted to Government. The latter consisting of a house and certain 
movable property in Colootollah. It has lately been sold by 
public auction, and after payment of incidental charges, the net 
proceeds remaining to be credited to Government, amount to ! 
Rs. 23,837-11-9. This sum the Lieutenant-Governor has desired 
to be credited to Government in the Bank of Bengal, and he 
directs me now to solicit the orders of the Government of India 
as to its ultimate disposal.

2. The crime of which Ameer Khan was convicted was 
not an ordinary crime, and there are, the Lieutenant-Governor 
thinks, circumstances connected with his case which justify him 
in proposing that the proceeds of the forfeiture of property, 
which formed part of his sentence, should not be absorbed in 
the general revenues of the country but should be devoted to 
some important work.of public utility.
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Sir, <■ f
With reference to 'Government order*No. 180J, dated 16th 

January last, sanctioning an'allowance o fR s. 13-8-0 per menseth 
for each of the two grandsons of the late Ameer Khan, I hav& 'the 
honour to state that the Secretary of the Aligarh College into 
which the boys have since bien admitted, has sent to me for pay­
ment, t<vo Bills aggregatihg Rs'. 208/1/6 on account o f the boat'd 
and lodging etc. of the bdys ‘for the 1st anti the 2nd terms. Acct>r: 
ding to the rules in force in the College these charges are payable 
in advance as reported to ■Government in this office No. i>37G, 
dated 9th September, 1881. Under these circumstances I request 
that sanction of'Government may be accorded to the allowance 
of the boys being draw'n from the Treasury iii advance for six mon­
ths twice a year.

(Sd.) F. M. Hallrday.
»

171

To the CoHltnissionef of Patna, - (No. 2856J, dated the 9th August, 
1882).

Sir,
I am directed to acknowlege the receipt of your letter No. 

523G, dated the 31st ultimo, and in reply to say that the Lieute­
nant-Governor authorises the allowances of Rs. 13/8/- (Rupees 
thirteen and annas e ig h t) sanctioned for the education of each 
of the two grandsons of the late Amir Khan Wahabi of Patna, 
being drawn from the Treasury ip advance for six months twice 
a year.

(Sd.) illegible.
Judicial Department.

Copy of this letter with copy of the above endorsettietlt for­
warded to the Commissioner of Patna for information in continu­
ance of endorsement No. (illegible) J, dated the 13th March, 1883.

(Sd’) illegible.
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3. The necessity for the establishment at or near Calcutta 
0/  9, reformatory for juvenile offenders has long pressed itself 
o g ^ h e  attention of Government and recently the question has 
assumed a greater urgency from the frequent inquiries made as 
to,,the existence of such an institution. The want of a reformatory 
at the Presidency has lately attracted the attention of the Viceroy 
h|tpself on the opcasion of his visit to the Calcutta and Alipore 
jajjs ; and I am to add that a committee of experienced officers 
is^pow .sitting to ascertain and report on the measures to be 
adapted f$r the establishment of a suitable place for the deten- 
tipn and .education of juvenile criminals. It is the Lieutenant- 
Governor's desire that such an institution should be provided, 
and, if possible, in Calcutta ; and he thinks that the money 
which has fallen to Government by forfeiture for offences against 
the state could not be more appropriately applied than in aiding 
the prom6ti6h of .a scheme such as that to which reference has 
been made. He leaves the question to the decision of the Govern­
ment of India in the hope that his proposal will meet with their 
approval.

(Sd.) illegible.

Note : Let this issue soon as it would be desirable to get orders 
on it before the Viceroy goes.
Enter it in the weekly statement for the L.G.’s information.

i , (Sd.) illegible.
23. 7. 74.

170

(jovernment of Bengal: Judicial Department, Judicial Branch, 
Proceedings Nos. 259-260, dated August 1882.

Subject: Auth(>rising the Commissioner of Patna to draw the 
allowances for the education of the 2 grandsons of the late 

. , Atjieer Khan Wahabi.

From F . M. Halliday, Esq., Commissioner of Patna, to the Secre­
tary to  the Government of Bengal, Judicial Department, 
-(dated  Bankipore, the 31st July, 1882).



The previous letter referred to has been received in the Judi­
cial Department. This may, i!therdfore, be transferred to that 
Department for disposal.

*Sd:) illegible. (Sd.) illegible.
4. 5 5/5

' 1 7 2

'Proceedings No. 7-8 for September 1884,- (dated 19th August, 
T884).

1  f

From F. M. Halliday Esquire, Comtfirssioner of1 Patna, to the 
'Secretary.to the Government of Bengal, Judicial ‘Department, 
-((No; 560G,uiated Bankipore, the 3'ist July, 1884). /

Sir,

W ith refeience to Goverhment ofde^'No. 1319 J. D. dated 
the-Snd instaht. I hav&the honour to state thdt Mohamed Ehia 
Khan.ithe. tlder of the 2 grahds'ons'of-the*late Amber Khan, has 
no- 'm^atfs qfi/his ow n''to  darrry on 'his ‘education,’and T would 
^commend that the allowance \granted’’ to him in Government 

Order No. 758<dated 16th'iFebruaty 1882, may be continued for 
ttyo years -more t provided the reports'of the College authorities 
aj-e^favourable. /Fhe’boy has only juSt joined the Patna'C ollege 
and it is now too early to speak as to his progress or behaviour 
there.

> (Sd.) iv. M< Halliday

Note : We may recommend to the Government of India the con­
tinuance of.the, allowance to the elder grandson who is, now 211 
years.^f age, for $wo years mpre, provided-,th,e Reports of the 
cpllege-f uthpfities, are favourable, ,
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We may also request that both the grandsons may be {permi­
tted to draw their allowances while prosecuting their studies in 
the Patna College. <J

(Sd.),* illegible1.
i

173

Government of Bengal : Judicial Depatment, Judicial Barnch, 
File No. 31B. Proceedings for December 1883, Nos. 80 & 81.

Subject : Sanctioning the stipends of Rs. 405/- to thg 2 grandsons 
of the late Ameer Khan to be paid to the Secretary, 
Aligarh College.

From F. M. Halliday Esquire, Commissiones o f Patna, * to 'th i 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Judicial, Departinent,- 
( No. 907G, dated Bankipore,,the 21st Notejftbery 1883).-

Sir,
With reference to Government order- No. 180J' dated 16th 

January, 1882, sanctioning an,allowance of Rs. 13/8/0 per hten&m 
for each of the two grandsons of the late AtHeer -*Khan, I havd 
the honour to state that as the Secretary o f  the Aligarh Collegfe . 
has submitted a bill for Rs. 4 0 5 /-on account of stipends allowed 
to the students from 1st August 1882 to  31st 'October*’1883V£> 
period of 15 months in all, I have the. honour to-request tflfc' 
sanction o f Government, to the payment of the whole amount 
from Patna Treasury. ' >

(Sd.) illegible. *•'

To the Commissioner of Patna,— (No. 2453J, dated the 12th 
December, 1883).

Sir,

With reference to your letter No. 90 7G, dated thd 2lst 
November last, I am directed to say that the' ‘LieutendUt-Go-- 
vernor authorises the payment to the Secretary, lAligurlifJCollege
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of Rs. 405/- ( four hundred and five) on account of stipends 
sanctioned for the two grandsons of the late Ameer Khan from 
the 1st August 1882 to the 31st October 1883.

(Sd.) illegible.

1 7 4

To the Secretary to the Government of India, in the Foreign
Department,— (No. 3075 J. 1). dated the 19th August 1884).

Sir,
With reference to your letter No. 52GF, dated the 1st 

February 1882, communicating the sanction of the Government 
of allowances granted for the education of Mahomed Yahiya 
Khan and Mahomed Zachariya Khan, the two grandsons of the 
late Ameer Khan of Patna, from Rs. 6 to Rs. 13-8-0 each per ^  
mensem until they attain the age of 21 years, 1 am directed 
to submit for the favourable consideration and order of His 
Excellency the Governor General in Council the accompanying 
copy of a correspondence* with the Commissioner of Patna on 
the subject.

2. The two young men have left the Anglo-Oriental College 
at Aligarh and have returned to Patna owing to ill-health and 
they propose to prosecute their studies at the Patna College.

3. As the older boy Yahia Khan has attained the age 
of 21 years, the allowance sanctioned for him will cease; but 
as he h|is no means of his own to carry on his education and 
as it would be a pity that his education should be stopped at 
so early stage, the Comissioner recommends that the allowance 
granted to him may be continued for two years longer on the 
understanding that the reports of the College authorities regar­
ding him are favourable. He also recommends that the allowances 
sanctioned for the payment of the educational expenses of both 
these young men at Aligarh may be continued to Patna.

* L etter to Govt. No. 433G , dated the 10th June/84. L etter from D itto .
N o . 1519 J. D . dated the 2nd July/84. L etter to D itto . No. 560G. dated  the
31st idem.
5 2 -
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4. The Lieutenant-Governor recommends thebe proposals 
for the sanction of His Excellency in Council.

(Sd.) illegible.

17S

Government of Bengal: Judicial Depertment, Judicial 'Branch, 
File No. J, 7W-1, Serial No. 1-5. Proceedings B, for June, 
1908, Nos. 668-72.

Subject: Estate of Ameer Khan Wahabi.

From Mr. Subodh Chandra Mitter, Solicitor, to the Chief Secre­
tary to the Government of Bengal, - ( Proceeding No. 668, 
Calcutta, the 14th March, 1908).

Sir,
On behalf of my client Mohammed Zackeria Khan of Gulzar 

Begam in the District of Patna, the grandson and adminitrator 
to the estate and effects of Ameer Khan deceased, I beg most 
respectfully to submit the following circumstances for your favour­
able consideration.

1. That Ameer Khan was a big hide merchant o f Colootola 
in the town of Calcutta and he was tried in the year 1871 
by the then Sessions Judge of Patna for the offence of waging 
war against the State under Section 121 o f the I. P. C. [ Indian 
Penal Code ] and he with certain other persons were on the 
I7th of July 1871 found guilty of the said offence and sentenced 
to transportation for life but I am informed no order was made 
for forfeiture of his property but his immoveable properties were 
during his life time and after the said conviction taken possession 
of by the Crown. No steps, however, were taken by the Crown 
to take possession of or otherwise to interfere with the moveable 
properties belonging to the said Ameer Khan and the same 
were allowed to remain under the control and at the disposal of 
his reletions.
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2. That the said Ameer Khan had an only daughter named 
r Bi bee Zebunnessa and she in the yerar 1877 presented a memorial

to His Excellency Lord Lytton, the then Viceroy and Governor 
General of India and on this memorial Ameer Khan was pardoned 
and the unexpired portion of. his sentence was remitted and 
he was released on the 4th of November, 1877.

3. That the said Bibee Zebunnessa died on 24th of Decem-
^ ber 1882 leaving her surviving a son, the said Mohammed Zacke-

ria Khan and 6 dughters, viz., Bibee Hakiman, Bibee Zabeda, 
Bibee Zohara, Bibee Obaida, Bibee Mabarakunnessa and Bibee 
Sirajunnessa.

4. That since the release of the said Ameer Khan he regai­
ned his former status in his society and up to his death which 
took place on the 9th day of November 1878 he was consi­
dered to be a most loyal and faithful subject of the Crown.

f  5. That the Government of Bengal has all along been
graciously pleased to help the family of the said Ameer Khan 
to wit the Government paid the expenses for education of the 
said Mohammed Zackeria Khan and the expenses of marriage 
of the daughters of the said Bibee Zebunnessa and granted a 
life pension to the father of the said Mohammed Zackeria Khan 
and to the said Mohammed Zackeria Khan himself which he is 
still receiving.

6. That there is now in the hands oPthe Official Assigned 
of Bengal, an Assignee of the estate and effects of Charles 
Nephew & Co. insolvents a sum of Rs. 5711/12 annas representing 

« the amount of dividends declared by him as due to the said
Ameer Khan by the estate of the said insolvents.

7. That the said Mohammed Zackeria Khan being desirous
* to receive the said sum of Rs. 5711/12 from the said Official

Assignee had certain correspondence through me with the Solicitor 
to the Government of India to inquire if the Government would 

»» object to his receiving the said sum but no information was
received from him as to the instructions of the Government in the 
matter.

8. That said Mohammed Zackeria Khan thereupon on the 
14th> day of November 1904 applied to the Hon’ble H igh-Court

t
\
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of Calcutta for Letters of Administration to the Estate of Ameer 
Khan and a special citation was issued to the Government Solici­
tor and as the Government Solicitor did not appear or take any 
objection, an order was made on the 20th day of December 1904 
for grant of such Letters of Administration to the said Mohammed 
Zackeria Khan.

9. That the said Mohammed Zackeria Khan thereafter on 
the 9th day of January 1905 submitted the original Letters of Ad­
ministration to the said Official Assignee and applied to him for 
payment of the said sum to him.

10. That at this time a suit was brought in that Hon’ble 
High Court of Calcutta by one Zanulabedin Khan and others 
against the said Mohammed Zackeria Khan and others being 
suit No. 405 of 1905 claiming the said sum of Rs. 5711/12 as 
belonging to their ancestor Zorawar Khan and by order made In 
that suit the said Mohammed Zackeria Khan was restrained 
ffom receiving the said sum from the said Official Assignee.

11. That the said Mohammed Zackeria Khan spent a large 
sum of money in fighting out the said suit and the said suit was 
ultimately dismissed on the 24th day of July 1907.

12. That thereupon the said Mohammed Zackeria Khan 
again applied to the said Official Assignee for payment to him of 
the said sum and the said Official Assignee has written to say that 
he will be prepared to pay the dividends in question on the said 
Mohammed Zackeria Khan getting a letter from the Government 
stating that the Government does not claim the said dividends. 
A copy of the said letter is as follows : -

No. 407.

From the Official Assignee (Estate Charles Nephew). To Babu
Subodh Chunder Mitter, - (dated Calcutta, 5th March 
1908).

Dear Sir,
Claim o f A m ter Khan

Your letter dated 4th January 1908.
In reply I have to inform you that I shall be prepared to

pay the dividends in question on your getting a letter from the
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Government stating that the Government does not claim the 
said-dividends.

(Sd.) A. B. Miller.

13. That the said Mohammed Zackeria Khan and the other 
members of the family of Bibee Zebunnessa are now in straightened 
cy,cymstianccs an<̂  that the said sym will be of great help to 
them*%

Th^t the said Mohammed Zackeria Khan now humbly prays 
t̂ Lja-t-̂ he j Government will be graciously pleased as it has always 
been it o give up its claim in the said ^dividends and to order’ 
the.same to be paid to the said Mohammed Zackeria Khan.

! ' I 
>> i”

(Sd.) Subodh Chandra Mitter.

1 76

From the Government of Bengal, Judicial Department, Judicial 
Branch, to the Official Assignee, Bengal, Proceedings No; 
.£69,- (No. 621 J.,D ., dated the 26th May 1908).

Sir,
In  forwarding the accompaying petition, dated the 14th 

Marcli last frofti Babu Subodh Chandra Mitter, Solicitor, on be­
half of his client Muhammad Zackaria Khan, a grandson of Amir 
Khan Wahabi, I am directed to request that you will be so good 
as to favour this Government with a report on the petition.

2. The return of the original paper with the reply is 
requested.

1 i ) < .  ,  J I  !

" i * , (Sd.) illegible.

177
t

From; the Official Assignee, Estate Charless Nephew.& C o , to
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the Under Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Judicial 
Department, - (No. 670, dated Calcutta, 2nd Jutfe 1908),

' Subject : Claim o f Ameet.Khan 
Sir, » ,

I have the honour to acknowledge'Jthe receipt of ^our lettfcr 
No. 621 J. D ., dated 26th ultimo enclosing an original letter from 
Babu< Sub6dh Chandra M itter refering to the above cfeiirir 1

In reply I have to inform you that four dividends @ 121/-% , 
1/12-%, L/3-%- and '-/2'/6% declared in the above estate amounting 
to Rs. 4578-9-0, Rs. 641-0-0, Rs. 5434-15-5'and Rs. 57”-3-9 respec­
tively, in all Rs. 5711-12-2, are due on the above claim.

The facts as stated in Babu Subodh Chandra Mitter’s letter 
with reference to the conviction of Ameer Khan appear to be 
correct. In the event of the Government deciding to waive any 
claim that they may possess to receive payment of the dividends 
in question remaining in the hands of the Official Assignee as 
unpaid, these dividends will' be paid to the ldgal representatives 
of the original scheduled creditor claimant.

I have the honour to return herewith the original letter from 
Babu Subodh Chandra M itter forwarded to this office.

(£>4.) A. B. Miller.
* Official Assignee

1 7 8

From the Government of Bengal, Judicial Department, Judicial 
B-ranch, to the Official Assignee, Bengal, Proceedings No. 
671,— ( No. 1225 J. D., dated Calcujta 25th June 1908 ).

Sir,
With reference to the correspondence ending with your letter 

No. 670 dated the 2nd instant, I am directed to say that Govern­
ment will not put forward any claim to the Sum Of Rs. ‘5711/12/2,
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representing the dividends declared in the estate of Charles Nephew 
and Company as due to late Ameer Khan Wahabi.

(Sd.) H. C- S.
24/6

179

From the Government of Bengal, Judicial Departm ent, Judicial 
Branch, to Babu Snbodh Chandra M itter, Solicitor, 11 Old 
Post Office Street, Calcutta, Proceedings No. 672,— (No. 126- 
J. B;, dated the 25th June, 1908).

I t

W ith reference to .your letter dated the 14th March last, 
I  am directed to say that the Official Assignee has been informed 
that Government will no t pu]t> forward, any claim to the sum of 
Rs. 5711-12-2, representing dividends declared in the estate of 
Charles Nephew & Co. to late Ameer Khan Wahabi.

( S d .) H. C. S.
Note Sheet : *
Form A, File No. J7W-1 of 1908, Government of Bengal, Judicial 

Department, Judicial Branch.

Subject : Petition in favour o f Mohomed Zakaria Khan, a grandson 
o f Ameer Khan Wahabi.

Fronj Babu Subodh Cnandra Mit,ter„ Solicitor, (dated the 14th 
March/08).

Ameer Khan Wahabi, a hide merchant of Calcutta was 
tried in the year 1871 by the Sessions Judge o f Patna for the 
offence of- waging war against the State and sentenced to trans­
portation for life. His properties were declared forfeited by the 
Court of Law. In 1877 on acco,unt>of age and infirmity the prisoner 
was granted free pardon.

I t appears from the letter No. 1190 dated >the 8th December 
.1872 from-the .Magistra-te of Patna thatt the- immoveable properties
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belonging to Amir Khan were attached under the orders of GoVei'ri- 
ment and that a moiety of the moveable'property in 'P a tn a ‘was 
sold and a moiety released in favour of the heirs of Zorawar 
Khan, his partner in trade. His grandson (daughter’s son) 
Mohomed Zakaria Khan, in whose behalf the petition has been 
made, was, on the recommendation of this Government, granted 
in 1895 by the Government o f ‘India a compassionate allowance 
ofR s. 10/- a month for life.

As the moveable and immoveable properties of Amir rKhan 
were confiscated by Government, the request of the petitioner 
to receive a sum of Rs. 5711-12-as representing the .amount of 
dividends declared by the Official Assignee of Bengal as due 
to the said Amir Khan by the Estate of Charles Nephew and 
Company, insolvents, seems to be absurd.

We may, parhaps, inform the petitioner through his Solicitdr 
that the Government cannot accede to his request. , r

For orders. / * t, v
(Sd.) illegible.

16/4.

(Sd.) illegible.
16/5. 1 4

We must know something of the facts, the Official Assignee 
may be asked to report. t '„?■

(Sd.) ;H. C. S.
16/5.

. f i'l f
O. I, No. 621-J. D.. dated 26/5/08, to the Official Assignee,
Calcutta.

(3)

From the Official Assignee, Bengal, No. 94 dated 2nd Jufie/80’.
Please see the preceding notes. ‘
Ameer Khan was convicted and sentenced under Section 121 

I. P. Code and forfeited all his property. He was subsequently 
granted free pardon. As the suit instituted by the descenddnts of 

Zarwar Khan, the partner in trade of Ameer ’Khan, Claiming the
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dividends in question, was dismissed ^by*the High Court,-the ques-
 ̂ tion for consideration is whether the grandson can claim the

amount in view on the fact that his grand father was granted a free 
pardon by Government. The Hon’ble the Legal Remembrancer 
may perhaps be consulted u/o on the point.

For orders.

(Sd.) illegible 
13/6

(Sd.) illegible ’
14/6

The question seems to l̂ e simply whether Government should 
waive its claims to the property. The grant of a free pardon to 
Amir Khan did not cancel the forfeiture of his property. I f  Govern- 
ment wishes to treat Zackaria Khan with generosity it might be 
advisable first of all to ask ;tjie Court to report on the present cir­
cumstances of the family. At the same time there ^ppparsto be 
another claimant in the field - one Zanulabedin l£hai\. W e might 
ask the Hon’ble {?] to let us Icnowthe exact position o t  the parties.

(Sd.) illegible 
15/6

The question is simply whether Government should claim 
a sum of Rs. 5711 which has fallen in as a windfall to the 
Estate o f Amir Khan W ahabi, or should let the natural claimants 
have it. As Government have been supporting the descendants 

y of the Wahabi, I do not see why we should now deprive them
of this windfall and would suggest that we should inform the 
Administrator General that Government will not pu t.forw ard  
any claim to the money.

53—

(Sd.) H. C. S.
15/6



Yes. The free pardon may not entitle them to this ; but 
we can hardly claim  after it.

(Sd.) A. H. L. A.
15/6 '
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(Sd.) H. C. S. 
16/6

(Sd.) illegible.
Sy. will draft.

(Sd.) illegible 
23/6

(4) & (5)

O. I. No. 1225 /26-3. D. dt. 25/6/08, to the Official Assignee, 
Bengal and Babu Subodh Ch. M itter, Solicitor.
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Jonas, Hajee Vyadanat 35, 401'.
Judoo 376.
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Khan, Abdul Wahab 104.
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Khan, Ameer or Amir 2, 11,
12, 33, 34, 35, 36, 165, 
171, 258, 371, 372, 373,
374, 376, 377, 378, 383,
386, 390, 394, 396, 397,
398, 399, 400, 401, 402,
404, 405, 406, 407, 408,
409, 410, 411, 412, 413, 
414, 415, 416, 417.
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Khan, Moulvie Ismail 133, 140, 

142, 1'43, 144, 145, 146, 
147, 148, 150, 151, 152 
194.

Khan, Natay 49.
Khan, Omardaraz 134, 138.
Khan, Osman 104.
Khan, Zanulabedin 412, 417.
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Misso 365.
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Momein, Kudrat 285.
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Martaza 355, 361.
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68,-7§.
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'* 324.
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Reily, J. H. 6,‘ 13, 14. 15, .21, 22,
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’ Haji ’3tf4, 359, 36iJ  
'^{lWkoo 33b. * ' ^
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Tusadoo 163.

U

Umed or Umayd, Mollah 282,
292.
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